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" y dmeri a, William Glendinning, Preacher of the Goſpel, hath depf þ 
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MN ' BOUT. the year 1775, 1 had a defire to pibutr 

FN. ſermons, which might contain, 2s fully. as po bothbie, - | 
the ſum of all the principal dofrines 1 had taught; and the 
manner.1n which they had been taught, and yr att; from 
the firſt commencement, of my miniſtry. in the, Pa iſh: of ». 
BaTH, -till ;hat time. —— My defign was, that the "ry 

Y ot--9.charge might have it In; their power to.ſve, and.cefle& 

F on, thoſe truths, which had been delivered to them: trom 

Þ the pulpit {251d 7areauey;, that. after my deceaſe, they might 

$2 able to bave theje things always it remembrance. —_— 


-Acconpinery I ſent fix orfeven diſcourſes to a ; friend, FA 
Iv Philadelphia" for his. 1:ipe&tion,, acquainting him, at hy 
2 time-with my 4cfgr.—Þut as an unexpeted Re» 
volution, {gon after, 96. place, both.in Church and State, 
[ chought little. .more of- the matter, as. 1 found: mylls 


deprived. of thoſu reſources,'which vas ear ws. LCAEEF 
the deſign int ect. 


- Ware 1 was thinking of no ſuch Fr Wlont found © 
jropo[als were. On Foot. for printing. three .,volumes-of my | 
ſermons. I confeſs, 1. was ſomewhat ; ſurpriſed 
_ Sad ſhrunk back from. the undertaking —-Þcing: 
accuſtomed for many years, £0 preach altugether extempure,” 
I had.not a fing le manuſcript. ready: for the work : ſo that 
L Hyd. to write every, word from the: beginoing. bo, the end, | 


| Pauſed=————_—_— fatind: 'my. mind variouſly agitat» 
EC d,.—At laſt, refl=cting. that this might bea Silpes Es | 


and call-of providence for carrying. into effec, thaugh on 
a much. larger ſcale, my former de/izn nnd. i/d,mmmnunl 
reſolved, by divine aid, to comply with the Ar” to 
the utraoſt of my power... - bh. POLL 


I BEGAN to write ſome time laſt fall, and, with a little © 
aſfitance from a' few old manuſcripts, which T found, 
though in a maimed and. ſhattered oodles Goes now 

ompleced the firſt volume. The texts are the /ane I - 


Formerly preached a though my readers WP. not 


*/ Teceive verbatim what I ettvared "IO the pulpit—yct the 
fum and ſubſtance they will have intire ; and I doubt not 
but thoſe, who' have been my flated hearers, will recog- 
nize,. when they ſhall read, i this and that they have 
heard expressly For my ne” 5: | N 
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\  TnRoveHcuT the whole courſe bf my. nMiry, 1 have 
- made” it a point, in al my public ciſcourſes, to avoid al 
controverſy,'as much as poftible —[ have an'averſion to 
controverſy w-——it ſc]d;m does good—but often hurt.— 
; Nothing will, therefore, be-found. Ttruſt, in the following 
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ſermons, but what are. praRical and eſſential truths,” n 
| which all hy OY” TS Rs AS 60s = 


n+ be this as'It may.” You bave bets: my" ſentiments, 
and the principal daftrinss;. of the © Goſpel, as F have held, 
and taught them for thirty years ; '——afd'on which 1 ven- 
ture my everlaſting M.- - About -the twentieth' year of my 
age, l firſt beeknf acquainted with their truth and t _— 
tance—at. thirty I began to'preach them—and now, in' m 
 fixty firſt year, 1 fill retain them, and earneſtly recormedd 
them to the world. WF OS? MB 
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we 


x Know it is very common for Profides to abcwy wich 
:. = os for flenderneis of ability=and earneſt 20i/hes that 
" ſome abler hand had been employcd in ths or thatz——=Bit 
/ thefe have” become: ſo trite—no: body regards them z—1; | 
bo therefore, ſend forth theſe ſermons withour avy ſuch- apologies | 
+ - or wiſhes, and_ſhould (it pleaſe the LMIGH'TY+to | 
1 accompany | them with his bleffing; and to render'them uſe. | 
ful to any of my fellow creatures; - hope. L ſhall little- re: 
gard, what the crirical and the curions may think of the fiyle 
._ == manner of expreſ n—2nd | ſebolarſpip of mo Author.” 
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; "Lp; the LORD may make the uſeful to” you, my 
| courteous Reader, is the earneſt prayer of FT ; 


Your foul's well wither, re>"1 


ET  DETERAHS, JARRATT: 
"Bars Feb 1, 1793 Tn Leh | 
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PREACHED BEFORE /THE. 
CONVENTION 
' Or THz PROTES CANT: EPISCOPAL 
=,» CHURCH, i VIRGINIA. | 
At kicuuons: Mat 3 = 17 92. 
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| To the Right Reverend the BisHor, the Rev. the CLERGT, and the 
# Lay M.MBERS of the prote/iant Epiſcopal Church, in the jiate of. 
| Firgin:a.! 7 : y EW -y Ws AE . | (- - p * | =» Fa bo. 
., - Mr BRETHRIN, 


| FF we conſider the goſpel of our LORD” JESU3 CHRIST, as 


$. 


: 


-a complete ſyſtem of religion, deviſed by, infinite wildom and 

| goodneſs,: for the recovery of loſt mankind to: the favqur, and ums 

| age of God, we ſhall diſcover a fitneſs therein, every. way adapts 
ed'to anſwer the:end deſigned ;. and that, in this. yiew, the gol- 

| pelis conſiſtent with the higheſt reaſon... as 1, 


, ' | 8... 
: 


- But if we conſider it merely as a ſyſtem of morals, the gof 


( 


becomes a riddle of abſurdities, and leaves us in the 'dark how to 
account for.the thouſandth part of its ſacred-contents.. 


h 


s 
: ad ov hy 


+ Whoever adyerts to the tenor of the holy ſcriptures, will find 
that they un) ormily reprefent mankind; by. nature, as fallen from 


= God .—fallen' into. fin, and under guilt and condemration ;—as 
S Having loft the divine-favour.and their. own innocency, and all 


* 3» 
= 


that original redtitude and primitiye.purity, which they poſſefed, 
when they firſt came out of the plaſtic hand of their CREATOR. . 


On this foundation the whole ſcheme of ſalvation, through the - 


mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, ſtandeth. Accordingly, the golpel'- 
takes-into- conſideration the nature of God 'as a being, holy, juſt 
and. pure, as well as good, merciful and compaſſionate ; and” the 
nature and cireumſtances of man, as fallen. Bury 206 depray. 
ed; and makes adequate-provifiong for reconciling God to man, 
by the propitiatory ſacrifice of the Redeemer z and man to, 520d, 
_ by renovating *and refining degenerate - natuce, by divine, gra 
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And thus it is, that "al Jon guilty nd Xfiled, ; ars offered both 
to the fayour and image of -Goa-; "not only pardoned and deliver - 
ed from condemnation but regenerated and made'fit ſubjects fag 
GOD to take pleaſure in. + The glorious goſpel, when events in 
this light, muſt certainly appear to 'accord* with, the eternal reaſon” 
and nature of things, and molt Jung to r liatierigs aniyerſal yenes 
ration and eſteem, © © * 

It muft be alſo obſeryed by every attentive SO that che bleC: 
fings or benefits of the goſpel ans hol torth and offered to” meny 
not in a jumbled. or promiſcuous manner, but in ſuch certain or* 
der and connexion, that one benefit precedes” or goes. -before an, 
other, with the utmoft propriety and regularity. This. if duly 
obſerved, would naturally point out te a conſiderate. find the or; 
der and connex10q, IN which the dofrines of chriſtianity ought 
to be preached. * 

But though this is' a matter of very great conſequence to the 
proper diſcharge of the miniſtry, and the ſueceſs of our labours, 
yet it is greatly to be feared. that it too ſeldom enters into the 
heads or hearts of many "miniſters; * They may take care that their 
ſermons thall be adorned with fine ave, and*cortain nothing 
but what is true in itſelf 3] but whether the matrer'be truly evah-' 
gelical, and ſuitable to the preſeat ſtage *of religion, in 'the-cone 


rica to which REY. preach, perhaps, oy make RO ore: of. 
e inquiry. | 

I may be told, 'thatahey preach up the puref morality, and 
bear their © teſtimony againft alf the reigning vices of the times.” 
I acknowledge morality to be a lovely, -precious' and: ornamental 
Jewel ;*and that vice 1s odious  abominable and deftruQtive. "But 
true morality can neyer ſpring forth from 'an unrenewed hearts 
whatever ſpecious appearances there may bez nor can vice -be 
. Footed out, by inveighing againt ir, in the moſt ſevere and point» 
; of terms, or by ſatyrizing it, with the- uinolt keenneſs and. af- 

rit 

If by hiſtorical know!edge Jody not fail me, 1 can venture'to 
affirm, that the vices of the Roman empire never-grew faſter, or 

more rank, than after Perſeus, Juvenal and "Horace adopted the” 
fatyrical 'method of reformation, And he muft have little 
knowledge of the human heart,” who can ſuppoſe that its vices 


. can be removed by ſuch methods. | They have ſtruck their vile 


roots too deep to be eradicated by any thing lefs, than the power 
and-pgrace of God, which the goſ ol ſupplies. "If we wiſh or 
expect to do any thing feCtual t to their extirpation, let us ſtrike 
_ af the root of the diſeaſe : for all eur labouts will be to no pure 
poſe, while we dire eft our ſtrokes merely at'the branches, ES! 
- In after 2!l that 'can ' be faid, I am fully convinced, that no 
Is Bkely 6 fo r9ake” an able and uſeful miniiter ot the New & 


9 
Teſtament, who has not had a proper introduCtion to the goſpel 
miniſtry. I'mean, that he, who! would preach with order; pro- 
priety and ſucceſs to others, mnſt be experimentally acquainted 
with the order, in which he himſelf has aQtually received the 
bleſſings of the goſpel, to the ſawing conviction and converſion of 
his own ſoul. 
Such an.introdyRion'to'ths miniltry, will et 4 ntan. mat 'the' 
right door : and the ſheep. will hear his voice, For that miniſter 
who has himſelf been truly awakened to a juſt fight and ſenſe of 
his own loſt and helpleſs tate, who has been deeply conſcious of .. 
his abſolutsE.-need of a Saviour, —has. been enabled, by divine a1d,”. 
to come to God,as a poor miſerable inner ; and has obtained pat 
don and peace with his offended Sovereign by faith in the. blood 
W of Chriſt ; —that miniſter, I ſay,” wilt ke belt quaithed, caterts. pas * 
W165, to teach others, not on:y; the right way, but he right order, 
in which the benefits of the. new ebvenant- are tq-be looked tor”: 
and expected.” He will alſo {peak feehngly. becauſe he him- i 
ſelf has felt and does feel z-be will fpeak alarmingly: becauſe” 
he has been alarmed, and he will ſpeak comfortably to tuch as” 
$t:nd.iganced, or are duly prepared for th» reception. of comfort, : 
Mibeczuſe he himſeli has-been comfarted, by the.conſolation of Jeſus- 
WEChrift.-.. SOIT TI WE I ry OILY 
© that it may pleaſe the eternal God-to furniſh gur church with 
a rich ſupply of ſuch experienced paſtors! Then may we expe&: 
to fee the preſentgloomy aſpect of &6ur religious affairs wenderful-" 


. 
. 


ly changed for the betfer ; vital piery-will ther ſpring up'and' 
fouriſh among. us,. and our church become the glory of the” land, * 
But till this ſhall he the caſe, I cannot entertam the leaſt / hepe'or 
expeCtation of eyer ſeeing any.ether change, but- from bad ts 


F 


worle. 


{n the following diſcourſe. I have endeavobred'talay.down ſome” 
of the leading truths of the goſpel, and: to- paint out the order and? 
connection in which they- ſhould be preached; At the requeſtof' 
the clerical and lay deputies, in convention yeſterdayy 4 haye-feht? 

it. to the preſs,, without any*apslogy for its being deftitute'of the 
flowers of thetoric and the ornaments of ſpeech . «© My one de-! 
{1.1 was to ſpeak plain truth *' in ſuch _terms/as might he eafily* 
comprehended,” by every claſs of my hearers, then preſent; and* 
which, .I truſt-wjl oe underftoad by all my readers. 
That the Lord may accompany with his abundant blefſiag; what" 

1s here laid before the public, is the ſincere praver of, - EY Wo 
4 Gentlemet,- Yaur' real friend and/ humble ſervant, ; 
In the pure Goſpel of Chrift, 7 

O22 ends gh foo ents 14 DIM VEREVUS. JARKAFT,. - 
RicuMoxe, Moy 8, 47925 7 oo Do My 
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Miniſterial Fidelity, and Perſevorance. 


x It. Tino THY, iv. 16. 
Take heed unto thyſe'f, and unto thy deArine : continue in them ; for 


* 


- in doing this, thou ſhalt beth ſave thyſelf and them that hear thee. E 


.J ered, weighty and impertant ; and the condition' on' which 
it is held, very awful and tremendous. It is therefore the duty 
and intereſt of all thoſe, who are inveſted with it, ſeriouſly to re- 
fleft on, 2nd' frequently to revolye in their minds, the greatneſs 
of the truſt, 'in them repoſed ; aud alſo te confider, with the ut- 
moſt ſolemnity and concern, 'in what manner they ought to con- 
duct themſelves in'their vocation. and miniftry, ſo as 7" deliver their 


] E office, of a golpe, miniſter is, of all others, the moſt ſa- 


"own ſouls from death,” and be a Saver of ki/e unto life, te as many of 


their hearers as poſhble;' To effect the/e ſalutary purpoſes, the a- 
peſtle Paul gave this ſolemn charge and pertinent advice contain. 
et in my text, + Take beed wnto yourſelf ; have a particular regard 
«© to thine own temper and conded ; let this be thy firft and greatefk 
v« care'; and to thy doftrine, 'net only to' the matter, but alſo the 
«© manner of thy preaching ; and continue in them, give up thyſelf 
6 wholly to this buſineſs and perſevere therein tothe end” of thy 
« days: ind to animate and ſupport thee under all the fatigues,trials 
« and ſufferitigs,, which thou mayeft” meet with, in the faithful 


 « diſcharge of thy office,” ftill ketp the prize in'view, the happy 


*© conſequences of ſuch a conauCt ;* for m doing this thou ſhalt both 
« /ave thy/e!} and them that hear thee?! 


4 of 


'" As theſe words are equally applicable ts us, 'as they were'te 
Timothy, I ſhall, witheut any farther expefition, proceed to con- 
E4er the {eyeral particular contzined in Nians, 'Thefe are the four 


I That it is the primary duty of goſpel minifters to fake beed ts 


X 


- I. To their deerine. oy | 


. 


LIL. That they muſt continue in them, and perſevere to the end : 


* 


' 'IV. The happy conſequenees reſulting from ſo doing ;—fer is 


. 
- A , . 


doing this thou ; ſhalt both ſave ihycelf and them that bear thee. EE: 


#7 , 
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| 
As the province of addrefling you, on this occafion, was xfhigned 
me, by the laſt convention, [ fhall not take up any of your time, 
in making the cuſtomary apologies, abour Irodraci of abilities for 
addreſling ſuch a reſpeQable and learned audience, or wnfitne/s to. 
| affume the. province of your inſtruer. I conſider myfelf as s 
debtor both to the wiſe, and to the unwiſe ; and while I addrefs. my- 
ſelf, both'to clergy and laity, in the. name, and by the authority. 
of my 'adorable Lord and Nafſter, my ene concern is, not to pleaſe 
| the taſte, or tickle the fancy, but to ſpeak plain truth, in ſuch a 
manner, as may be moſt acceptable in his fight, . And may. the 
eternal God enable me ſo te preach, and you to kear,.that his name 
may be glorified, and you. edificd, . for Chriſt's ſake] _- +. 


. Toke heed to yourſelves. - This is the firſt particular in the texts 
and it is truly the firſt and moſt effential qualification in a goſpel 
| miniſter, He that does not take good heed to himſelf, is not likes 
X ly to take goed heed to'the ſouls of others; or.indeed 10. do any 
Ke | wo alſe, belonging to his ſacred office, in a becoming manner. . 
| Many things Os Wy to be implied, in-this injunction 'Buk\ 

F am verily perſuaded, that the main thing, intended by the Apoſ» 


= tle, is perſonal religion. , Minifters are as intimately concerned, in 

= the weighty truths, . they deliver, av-any of theirihearers.:,' And 

when their own hearts are duly imprefled with them, it is reaſon» 

| able to ppere, that this impreſſion, as by a happy ſympathy. will, 
, 


more or lefs, diffuſe and ſpread itſelf from them te the people: By 
| perſonal religion I mean not a blameleſs life and converſation-only';. 
but an experimental acquaintance with the tratisforming power of 
| the goſpel, on 'the inward man of the heart; whence all true re- 
ligion. takes its' riſe. This, T ſay, is the firft, the moſt efſential 
_ qualification of a goſpel miniſter; the want ef which, all ather ac- 
quiſitions'of Greek, Latin, Philoſophy, Rhetoric. and ſuch like, 
can never ſupply ; though they are uſeful in their own places.* 
_ * It is. far from my intentien to depreciate  hamahy learning ; or te. © 
infinuate that the knowledg> of Greek and Latin, and, of the aris znd ſci» 
ences, is of littie or no account. Fam fully perſuaded that the know -, 
ledge of theſe is of great ſervice to a preacher of the goſpel ; as ic tends. 
| to adorn the mind, enlarge the faoultics, zmproye,the underſtanding, and 
habituatea man to clofe thinking aud juſt reaſoning. *Nay, 1 may vens | 
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ture to lay, that, when under proper cirectien, it may prepars the h:art''- 27 


for higher attainments even ib religion, But the- knowledge of thefes. - 
of themſelves, would be very inſufficient to qualify a man. tor the goſs. 
pel miniſtry, ** For (to uſe the words of a fine writer) a prieft that 18 
*© got c oathed with zighteeusneſs, though otherwiſe richly adgraed 
* with all the orvaments of human and divine literature, and thoſe gile,; 


, ©. ded over with the rays of ſeraphic prudence and ſagaciry, is.,yet but. .. > 


«© a naked defpicable creature, of ro authority, no incereſt, .vo ofe of," 
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12 0p, f 
The-ſtudy of- pulpit eloquence has been warmly reconimendett 
tous.; and to deny its utility, would argue both want of tafte, and 
judgment, But as art.can never vie with nature, .{o all the cold 
' Tales laid down im books, though learned. and conned by rote, and dt. 
gcſediin the moſt perfet manner, can never in reality, make a 
Pupit orator, without the ſaving, vivifying. grace of God ruhng' 
and inſpiring 'the-heart and ſoulot the ſpeaker. - All would appear, 
but as the bolt. ftrokes and nice touches of the penc:l, on canvals, 
het! cemparted-to the ative warmth and glowing features of the. 
Hving man. }\rt-ean'ſmoeth owr periods and add Ivfire-ta our ſen. 
timents': But all the art in the world can never reach that natural, 
ſpontaneous force and pathos which is the genuine offpring. of vi- 
tat piety and rho Pave of God bid abiead in the heart by the Holy Ghe/t. 
- Por my part TI ſeenot how it is-poſible for any man to / iculcate 
the great'truths ef the goſpel, and aiftinguifhing doGarmes of chriſy 
tianity, with any ſuitable degree. of ardor and propriety, who has 
- never know their-ſavmg power on his own foul - For inſtance, 
how can a preacher enforce, with ſpirit and conhidence, the.neceſ. 
fity 6t ſpiritual regeneration ox' others, who. has. no experimental 
knowledge of that great, that heaven' born change on his own heart? 
My - brethren, let us take heed; to ourſelves, that we reſt not in ariy_ 
outward form of godlineſs, without the inward power thereof ; and 
that we never deal «in *e-fal/e commercs of .o trith unfelt.”  * .. 
"Dis as abſolutely neceffary to falvation, for the Jaity, as for the 
clergy, to-be poſſeſſed of the life and power of religion.z for vith- 
out helint)s no man ſbail ſee the Lord, . But,there is an additional ob- 
ligation on us, who are miniſters, becauſe the henour of God and 
the proſperity'»f tHe church*depend more on, us, than other men. 
.— Fhe rapid /\declenfiort of: the church, to. whicle we belong, and. 
the decadence of religisn among us,” have been mentioned on for» 
mer occahorts. This indeed has been matter of grief a4 complaint 
10 all her real friends. A number of things may have contributed 
towards it; but, as has been hinted before to-day, I <1 verily per. 
ſeaded, nothing has been more prejudicial, than the TRL | 
ſome,” and lukewarmneſs of others. be!onging to cur own. body,” 
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Ean it be doubted, but: the houſe of God may. :nd will, be ge- 
\,, ſerted ;' and that men will abhor the offerings: f the I.4d, now. as 
7 vvell 3S:in the days of Z/;, if fimilar cauſes abbund {— Tis not a 
| ferret ſentiment: 'or a mefe conjecture, but the avowed: profeſi;oh 
of multitudes, that the main reaſon, why aumbers have fWMlen a 
way frem ebr church, is, not only the « cold; ififnimated metholl 
*': of reading ſermons” there, « arid the want of preachivg in a 
« manner ſufficiently evangelical,” but alſo the want of that gravity | 
and ſobriet + fervency of ſpirit and holineſs of life and'converlation- 
® > "ih Pi :"r $s Ws Fog C8, OE. ROT EP 0 ES OF oY 8 
in her minitters; which chey know to bz abſolutely neceflary, not' 
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13 
only to Ms wiſh the clergyman, but every real chriſtian.. T doubt 
not but our church 18 founded on prineiples as pure and apoſtolic 
as any church in chriſtendom. But the laity, in general, are not 


ſo, capable of judging, in thoſe points of controverſy, which reſpe& 


he different modes and conſtitutiens ef different churches.; _ | 
hey are. Very Capable of judging. and diftinguiſhing between thoſe 
miniſters, who are grave 1n their deportment, ſtrict and holy in 
their lives, warm and anirhated in their preaching, and Aligent 
and laborious in their vocations ; and thoſe, who are cold; ind Jags, 
,uid, flothful and vicious. Knd on this diftin&ion they « viten. 
tide, in favour of this or that community. _ Ss. ©. 
My brethren, it is in vain to difſemble the raatter ; the'# eateſt 


Ware of that which has reduced eur church to her. truly more ytng' 
nd humiliating ſtate, 1s juſtly chargeable on ourſelves; and we- 


zy flatter ourſelves as much as we pleaſe ; yet, be.allured of this 
il] the altar _be- purged, the ſacrifice will be contemptible ———-[ 
peak this, with he more allyrance, from my long and extenſive 
(cquaintance, with the language and ſentiments' of the people, in 
zany parts of the ftate—And I muft confeſs, with. the aſpiring 
outh mentioned, by the poet, I have often been put to filence by 


heir obſervations and relieVons . becauſe, as he ſaid, 


—— pudet hc opprobria nobis 
Et dici potuiffe, et yon potuiſſe cefelli,* 


But as this is a ſubjeA, which may r &quire to be touched with'- 
'more tender and delicate hand. than falls'to my ſhare, I ſhall not 
nlarge upon it, leſt, oo attempting”to heal, T ſhould exaſperats 


e fore,” However, I have Card enough to ſhew how .abſslutely. 
ieceſſary it"is, that miniſters ſh&uld take heed to 5 themielves.—T paſs; + 
dn to the, > 

I. Particular. T FA beed t6 thy dorine 

'This injunction comprehends theſe two Mt RR 

1. Take heed to the matter; and, | 

11, Take heed'to the manner, of texchings 

T, The matter. + NAS 

I am ſenfible that this Cabj6@ is | too -aprekiGs to ave juk. 
1ce done It, within the limits' of one ſermon. I ſhall therefore lay; 
n a word, * the ſubjeQ-matter and ſubſtance of all goſpel doc> | 
© trine is Chriſt.” This'miay'be eafily evihced from the writings. 
5f Saint Paul.” In his epitles ro the Corinthians, he tays tve preacy 
of ourretves, but Chrift Feſus the Lord. 1 deter mined not to know any 
Ding among you, but Felus Chrit ana pim crucified. And writing Kay 
© the Collothians, concerning the glorious myſtery, w whibh had beers fo 


*.] w:» aſkamed that theſe reproecke> cou dbe ſpoken 2g? inf ” and 
2t they could not he refoied, hs \ ob? 
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kid from ages, but was then.made known to the Gentiles ; he in. 
forme them that it is Chriff in you, the hope of glory . whom we 
preach, This endearing obje&t occupied his whole time, and drew 
All his attention and ſtudies after it. This was his joy his treaſure 
and his boaſt ; / God for bid ſays De, 'that I ould glory, ſave in the 
ero/s of our Lord Jeru; Ch ift., No conſideration could divert hin 
from this favourite and important therme. When the Jews ſought | 
after figns, and the Greeks for wiſdom ; he would gratify zeither Þ 
the one nor the other; though it might coſt him his reputation 
for philoſophy and other arts and ſciences” Inftead of this, he 
perkiſted to preack a crueified Sayiour, as being of more value than 
all the fine arts in the world. We preach Chriff crucified, theugh 
n ſtumbling blook to the Jews, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, Ts 
preach chi erucified comprehends the. whole credenda and agenda 
of chriſtianity ; all things neceflary te faith and practice, 
. , Were we the diſciples of ſome of the renowned ſages of Pagan 
antiquity, we might think it ſufficient to amuſe our hearers with 
_ ſome ſpt uce ſubjects of morality. _ But as we profeſs to be the diſ- 
Ciples of a crucified Jeſus, . and to receive our lefſons from him, 
and thoſe'apoſtles, who were immediately commiſſioned by him, 
what have we to de with your Plato's, Seneca's, Socrates's and 
ſuch like, whe were utter ſtrangers to that glorious goſpel, which 
we are commiſtoned to preach. At proper times, I grant, it is our | 
indiſpenſible duty to. explain and:enforce the great duties of me. 
rality. - But to dwell on moral duties, before we have laid a pre. 
per foundation for the due and acceptable. diſcharge of them, on 
evangelical principles, is not proper; becauſe this is ro. begin at" 
- the wrong end of our work, and, of conſequence, we are not like. 
ly to effect any good purpole.,  __. .. Er Iy Fs, 
Now, in preaching Chrift crucified,” we hall obſerve certain i 
- evangelical truths; , which immediately break forth/from him, in | 
that capacity as their ſource and centre, juft as. the rays of light | 
*breakſ{orth from the meridian ſun. Theſe truths.are ſuch as follow: | 
 t6 wit: The fallen and miſerable ſtate of man, on which the whole. 
oſpel ſcheme of ſalyation is founded :: the neceſlity of an atonement 
through @ mediator ;——the /ufferings of Chiilt, for that purpoſe ;, 
the digniry of his perſon and the infinite merit of his death and 
paſſion; the free forgiveneſs of fins, through his blood and righ- 
teouſneſs ;—the neceſlity of regeneration, and. the influtnce of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to enlighten our wnderſtanging, renew.our will, 
fanCtify our affections. ſhed abroad the love of God. in our hearts, 
comfort our ſouls. and ſupport us, in all our trials, temptations ' 
and difficulties. Theſe are the doctrines, , which are moft inti. 
mately conneQted with'a dying Saviour, and the whole ſcheme of 
redemption through bim. They are of ſuck importance, that we 
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f them let the fabjeR of. our diſcourſe by 
never leſe fight of them let the ſubje& of our diſcourſe be - 
wr eng will ; gs, 799 we preach the/e, we preach Chbrift. And 
2s theſe are the doArines, which eyer:have been, ſo they ever, will 
be, the moſt effeftual and ſucceſsful means of converting liners from 
the errors of their ways, end ſaving ſouls from death, © They ought 
therefore :@ be clearly explained, frequently repeated, and firong- 
ly enforced —l come, Rn of 0 ation 6 Pr Ih 7 
MF - 11. Ts treat of the manner, in whick the dectrines ef the goſpel 
WWought to be preached. My WET 
# And, I. They ſhould be preached in their prqper order and 
connection. | CELIA : Wh Ha SSIIET - OG 13! i "Ya ; vo (rn, 02 
IT. With ardor, zeal and affeCtion, and 
III. With'a cloſe application” vp 
I. The doctrines of the goſpel ought to be preached, in their 
proper order and conneCtion-: and not'in a jumbled and promiſ. 
cuous nicer, no SS on lone I HET OS TECH TD 
| Now, as the whole ſcheme of redemption, through Chrift is. 
founded on the fallen arid rained ftate of mankind, then the firſt 
thing neceflary to effe&' their recovery from ruin. is ts make our 
nearers ſeniible ; deeply ſenſible, that this 1s their ſtate, in particu. 
ar. | Until thisis done, we may preach: again this yice and that 
vice, to ne yurpeſe : and we may preach morality'until we preach 
t all eut of the world.. I firmly believe there never: was, and never. 
r will be, one ſoul brought te take one right Rep, in/the way to hea- 
B yen, by merely preaching morality.*' Chrift is the way, and the 
aly way pointed out in_ the goſpel. And- if ever we bring fin. 
Wers to Chrift, as the wiy, and to cloſe with him,' on" geſ- 
t Mfpel terms, we muſt ſo preach as to make them feel extreme need 
, Mot him, | For, they that are whole, need not the phys1ctan, but they 
that are SICh, LG Sauk ok; 
_ We muſt, therefore, labour, by all means, te expoſe, in the 
moſt alarming colours, the entire spravity and. univerſal corrup. 
By tion of hyman nature; and place before the eyes of our hearers 
: IF their guilt, and danger of perifhing, as being under the wrath and 
curſe of God, and liable every moment, to the ftrokes of vindice 
tive juſtice. WC le 100 HOSE, or a8 BE OI £57 
However unwelcome, or unpleafing ſuch a cenvictien migh. 
be to any of you, my hearers, yet, it cannot be diſpenſed witht 
It is of the utmoſt neceſſity, that you ſhould not only bear, bu - 
Jeel that you are wretched and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and nas 
Red : and that there is indeed, © no health in you.” . The very 
meaning of the Greek word, which is tranſlated go/þel, figntifies' 
| ® T fheak of ſuch as are nader thegoſpel, The Heathens I leave in 
the hands of their Creator : for what have I te do with th:ſe)thap are 
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without ? they that are without God judgeth, | 
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-+ good news, or glad tidings” —But you will neyer be able to, 
apprehend the propriety and fignificancy of this word, or rightly 
underſtand why it is fo called,' until you feel the deadly wounds, 
which/fin has given you, and are painfully ſenfible of the woefy! 
deftruCtion, it hath wrought on your precious ſouls. 

.- Should any of our hearers deny the doQrine of original ſin, or 
that human nature is ſo degenerate and- corrupt :- we can eaſily 
prove that it ie ſo | both from'ſcripture, arid matters of fact.—The 
ſcriptures affure us, a? we are are ſhapen in wickedn'/5 and cons. 
carved in fin : that we are dead in tre/paſses aud fins; and are by 
nature, children of wrath ; that ia our fl'ſh dwelleth no good 
thing, and that by ke offence of on", judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation.—And if we only look round us, and ſuryey the 
conduct of: the generality, evidences of this univerſal degeneracy 
and depravity of mankind, from matters of fat, will glare upon 
us from every quarter.—See | whole families ! See thouſands, .of- 
all ranks and degrees, livirig in the neglec& of God and his reaſona 
ble ſervice —See every ſpecies of wickedneſs and profaneneſs a. 
bounding. and overſpreading the land, like a rapid torrent, or a 
ſweeping inundation,And whence do all'theſe foul ftreams ori. 
ginate, but from the polluted fountain df a corrupted beaft.” 

But men ſhould net only be conyifted of original, but of their 
aQtual ſms againſt God'z and' the infminent' dangers; to. which. 
they are expoſed, on account of theit multiplied tranſgreſhons ot. 
his holy law-— An, as by the [gw is the knowledge of fin, this ren- 

- ders 1t neceflary for minifters to preach the law,' in all its ſpiritu- 
ality and, bread extent ; and that ſo pointedly, that the hearecy 
may duly apprehend their own particular concern, in what is'de- 
hyered. —Impenitent ſinners muſt be' fajthſully warned that. the 
evrath of God is revealed from heaven againſt all ungodline/s and %un- 
righteouſneſs of men, that tribulation axd wrath, and maignatio: and 
arguiſh is the certain doom! of the Chriftleſs 'and' unconverted 
finners; whether high or low, rich or peor. ' © ; 


in their proper place; and pointed at ' the conſcience, with a 
folemnity becoming their dread importance, and divine authority, 
' will not fail, by the bleſſing of heaven, of having their ſalutary 
effects, upon ſome of the' moſt ſecure and careleſs. Sinners -i# 
Zion will be afraid, and fearfulneſs will /yrprize the hſpecrite«. They 
ftart alarmed from their carnal flumbers, and behold the gloomy 
clouds of divine vengeance, hanging over their guilty and defence. 
Jeſs heads, big with thunder, fire and ſtorm ; 'while, far beneath; 
the flaming gulf gapes wide to receive them at their coming.” * 

_ _ By ſuch juſt views of their guilt and danger, ſinners begin, in 
good earneſt, to ſtcive to flee from the wrath to come. Now they 


i 


© Theſe and ſuch like alarming declarations, when' pronounced 
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quit their jovial- companions : the ball room and the card table are; 
ro longer frequented 3/ they break off+.every [pecis-of-- vice, and 
Betake theraſelves:to reading, hearing, and praying, with, a ſolem. , 
nity unknown -before, They now plainly ee; that life, —theix . 
eternal life is at ſtake, and. there, 18.210 time left. for trifiing aud 
delay.” Their anxi0ys hearts, woutided. by the pungent texrors. of. 
the divine law; and! opprefſed with, loads of guilt, vent themſelves, 

figh abd- groan, in ſorrowfyl retirement. . In, a word, , 
fo the make uſe. gf. all,tue neans of grace, , 
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outjof all their falſe bidin 
reffiges of lies --- and/ ma 
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led the precept of the law 'or- covenant -of 'works, .and bore the 
curſe for us, 'or/in our ſtead«.'- That having magnified the law. and". 
ads it honourable; by his afive obedience and-ſatisfied the rigid de- | 
mands of i»j#fice by his paſſive obedience ; God may. now be juſt and. 
 Tuſtifier of him, wwhv'believeth in Feſus.— We may-therefore invite the 
weary and heavy laden with a burden of guilt, to come to him for 
. reſt. — We may give them the ftrongef} aſſurance of his willingneſs. 
to-receive all repenting-and returning prodigals, from his Kind 1n- 
vitations, indefinite calls, 'and gracious premiſes.  *' » * 
"We mult alſo point out and explain the. method, by which fin- 
gers obtain' a ſaving intereſt in the juſtifying righteouſneſs of Chrift, 
, \And this, I apprehend mutt be, 'by rmputation. 


* 


| This important 
truth; we are taught by St. Paul, in ſeveral places ; but no. where. 
more clearly and*explicitlythan in his ſecond epiſtle. to the Corin-: 
thians, y. chap. 21 verſe. For he was made fin for us, who knew nq 
fin, that wwe might be made the righteouſneſs of God in hin. As if he 
had ſaid ; Chriſt Jeſus, who had no fin, but by [mputation, Was 
made fin; or a fin offering, for-us, that we whe have no righteoul- 
neſs of our own, might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 
Or in other words; as our fins were ſo. charged to his account, a5 
"our ſurety, that he ſuffered for them; ſo, muſt his righteouſnels, 
conſiſting in h# ative and paſſive obedience, be imputed to Us, Or 

| placed. to, our account, that by: this rrghteouſneſs, we may > juſ- 
tified in the fight of God, and ſaved from wrath, through kim.— 
-But the condition, on our part whereby we beceme intitled t the 

- benefits pracured-by our Redeemer's righteouſneſs, is faith. —Faith 
Is the'grand condition of the goſpel, This is exceedingly evident, 
from the writings'of the. apoſtle Paul, eſpecially his epiſtles to.the 
Romans and Galatians. And-we alſo find, that when the trembling 
Failor aſked that important queſtion, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? 
The anſwer is  Beieve in the; Lord Feſus Ghrift and thou half) be 
ſaved: But we read ſo frequently of being juſtified by faith in on 

by believing in Chriſt, and" by fazth. in his Sond, that it is needleſs|to. 
enlarge.” To nfention only one inftance : you will obſerve (in Agts 

- xx) that St. Paul, in his ſolemn and affe&ionate farewell to the 
churches of Epheſus, reminds them of his own fidelity, in declar- 
ing to them the whole coun/el of God, and that he had kept back 
nothing that was profitable to them, or to their ſalyation : and, \n 
the 21 verſe, he ſums up the ſubſtance of what he had taught thejm 

- Publicly, and from-houſe to houſe : namely, Jefti/ying to the Fen 

and alſo the Greeks, repentance toward Eod an faith toward our Loni 

7-ſus Chrift. This was the ſum of his preaching : and, indeed 
"It 1s the ſum afid ſubſtance of all goſpel do@rine.—And how ex/- 
aQly this accords, with the order of preaching, I have juſt nou. 
laid betore you, mult ſtrike every attentive mind. Weare arit th> 
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reach  Repentance foward God. But this cannot ſo effeQually be 
lone, in any ether way. as by expoſin the degeneracy and cor, 
ruption of mankind ; and pointing out the horrid deformity, dan. 
Yverous nature ant dJeſtruQtive conſequences of ſin. And when this 
has produced the defigned effects : theh we naturally proceed. to 
>xhibit the Lord \Jeſus, as the all-ſufficient Saviour; and t6 preach 
Faith in him, as the only condition of juſtification, through ham, * 
From the ſame ſeurce. the corruption sf human nature, we like- 
wiſe proceed to evince the abſolute neceſſity of regeneration, or, © 
the new birth. . Marvel ns, Tays our Lord, that T ſaid\unts thee, ye. + 
muſt be born ; again, Tf we only conſider our Savior's reaſon for this -. 
declaration, mentioned in the preceding verſe, that which ir bornof 
the fleſh is felh, i.\ E., carnal and corrupt,” there can be rio; .cauſe.. t0- 
marvel at it. But on the other hand, there would be great cauſe 
for wonder and |\amazemetit, ſhould any affert, that an. internal, 
change was unnerefſary. If mankind be juſtly depi@ed, \in Rom, 
iti: 10 verſe and flownyard :—if' we are ſhaper tm | Wickodne s and. 
| conceived in fin :—if, by nature, #ve are earthly , {cniftal, and dev:lih, 
and have no reliſh For the refined pleaſures of devotion, —would it 
not ſhock all common ſenſe, to affirm, that Hich: creatures, with. 
© out an intire <hange of heaft and afﬀfetions, are caj pable of. the en.” 
f joyment '6f God, the company of ſaints and Rh nd all that, 
| extatic bliſs of heaven, conſiſting in the worthip and praiſes of Yolp 
and the perfeQtion of holinels. 

The abſolute neceſlity of regeneration, miſt be ſiremidull; in” e's 
fGſted on, and its nature and author held forth, ina clear light: | 
By doing this. our, hearers will be: convinced, not.only that they.can« 
not be happy without it, but alſo, that no work. good anid.accep.. 
table, in the fight of God, can be dons by them, until they are re. 
newed in. the ſpirit of | their mind, "and have put on the new many, 
which, after the i image of God, ws ara 172 ac and true 
 boline ( BN 
Sk any obj e& tb this, ab if it were a new \ ſand led Tris 6; *; - 
we may readily prove to the contrary, by ſhewing how. conſonant. "a 
theſe ſentiments are to the liturgy and / articies-of the old church. 


* How clearly & the articles ot our old church jo! nt out tons rhis 


order and manner of pre-ching ? Aﬀter layicg down » bat her ſons are t@ E. 
_ believe reſpecting God, ahd. the three perſens 1 In trim: y and unity: the; 


cannonical ſcriptures, ad the'erceds : ſhe proceeds, is art: cic the,niath 1 
to ſpeak of orig nal'fin, and the depravity et human maturet. in the teath 
ſhe ſets forth the helpleſs axe of man: andio the-eleventh, fie ieackes how. 


\. we are to be juttified, cr made righteous: and reftored 10 th- favour of 


God. Her woids are, '* We are accounted righteous before God, Se 
*« for the merit of eur L* and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, ing 'vo 

©& for our own works OL deſervings.. -W herefore FE we arc jotificd L 
vc "I faith ovly,. bs amaſt wholeſome d ctrine aud Fry” full of comorr.”* 2 
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The 13th article exxetlly declares that, « works FOR feb the 


6 grace of Chriſt and the mſpiration of his. ſpirit, are not pleating, 
& to'God, foraſmiuch as they ſpringnot of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
*<" neither @o'they make'men meet fo receive grace.—Yea, rather _ 
«. for that they 4re not dbnie. as G5 hath willed and requirecl them. 
tbo 'be'dbne, we dSadt not bit they have the nature of on... And 
Tet all* My kearers Beraffored, that no exfernal reformatiou of life or 
manners, "for a {ubwiſhon to baptiiin,\ or any, dthes, + outward rites 
of the church, will #mount to this ch.yge.—Nothing leſs, than a 
renovation'of the 'whole man; is the change inte need. The apoſ. 
Ye calls it a'neto creation. 4, nc man he un Chr ſavingly, he. 1s 8 
ew creatute ; "ory there'is 2 new: creationz” (as the Greek word 
might more properly” be rendered.) And again, For 4 in Chr; iſt Feſur, 
neither cireni#:fon availeth any thing, norg uncircumcigon, but - 
x new cteatio#; And. be it khowtr'r unto you all, thaf 1 it 1s.not enough 
to icknowledg2 the neceſſity ofuch a change, but you yourſelves 
"muſt be the ſubje@s of it 3 -you muſt be acquainted with the tranf-. 
forming power of it, on-your own hearts ; or where God is, there. 
you can never core: __- 
"You mbft alſo be deeply Toilfcivus,, that l change fo. groat,. ol 
| as and divine, cannot be effefted, by any human POWer or abl._ 
| Tt 4s' God alone, the ont of divine influence, who.is.* 
PY to repair the runs of degenerate nature, Hence it is. ſaid, that, 
488 A nA be born of the'/pirit ;— born of G:d. To God., therefore, 
"FE 4 'muſt you look';-- to him muſt-you frequently : and fervently pray, 
| that, according to bis great and. precifus promifes, you 4 be made 
the pa taker of the divine- nature, _. = 
'O Sirs, were we all bur truly ſenſible bow excellent and indil. 
>nfible this renovation | 's, and how inſuthelent. we are of ourſelyes 
' tbeffe&tir we ſhou'd diſcover a beauty and propriety, in our tra- 
1 exce lent and comprehenſive' fiturgy, we never law before And: 
with what fervor ſhould we Join in praying, that Almighty God. 
« wou'd cleanſe the thoaghts of our hearts, by the inſpiration of .. 
«& his holy ſpirit, that we may perfeQly loye him and  worthily 
«. magnify his holy name.”——A ſubject of greater 1 imporzance, than 
this; never engaged the attention and coneern of mankind , —=but 
2s time-will ndt admit of enlargement, at preſent - I ſhall conclude, 
with reminding the laity; that it is the ſpirit of God alone, that 
can work, in you' this ſpifitnal and imteryal change, which is. ſo 
-bſolutely receſſary to prepare you for the manfions 2bove, 2nd in- 
Jpire you with that heaven” born religien, which will grow and - 
thrive and ripen for eternal glory 3 * and with 1 cautioning. the clergy; 
to take heed, that you never intimate. that any man can enter into 
he kingdom of heaven, without this change, or paſs through M8 
2nd yet remain 1 inſenfible of itz a mere hint of this nature, tronra 


. 
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miniſter, may be attended with very pernicious conſequences t& 
many ſouls. 

. And now, my brethren, on \ fuppofitivn, that any of 6ur wk 
 hearers, in our "reſpective congregations, have been brought to ſee 
5nd lament their loſt and wretched. ſtate-;—have. repented and 
and ſought the Lord, with all their hearts, and have obtained. par- 
don'for all fins, by Faith in the righteouſneſs; of. Chriſt. {qe—_ 
4nd have been regenerated, and made alive to: God, by! the clean- 
Ting and Quickening powers of the eternal. fpirit.:- now the. way 
35 openied for the inculcation of all moral duties. : all the -aigh 
works of piety and mercy, Injoined in the moral law of liberty. 
In preaching morality, in this order and conneCtion, . we read. 
on ſale ground, becauſe herein we follow the beſt patterns and ex- 
amp'e:; Saint Paul, in his letter to.the Biſhop | of. Crete, having 
feminded him of the free grace of, God, in the falyation of . men ; 
| that they were' ſaved, not by any works, which they . had done, 
but merely through the mercy of the Lord, by th- ee 54 of tte 
generation and renew: rig of the Holy Ghoſt : 2 ho juſtified, . by his- 
gracc atid made heirs of eternal life, through Feſus Chriſt, proceeds - 
to admoniſh Titas of the neceſſity of inculcating. the praCtice. of 
r00d works on believers. .,” This +5 a faithful ,/aying, and theſe thing s 
3H that thou affirnt conflantly, that they which have believed in God, 
may be care/ul to maintdts goad works, —The doctrine of juſtification, 
by faith only, is ſo far from diſchafging us-from the neceſfity of -. 
good works, that, as it lays a proper foundation, for the due and... 
acceptable performance of theni, fo it ſtrongly. enforces ther, from 
conſiderations and motives, the:moſt cogent,, weighty. and;power- 
fal. Inteed it is the only dodtrine, that is hkely to, produce the 
frifieſt morals and the holieſt praftice. The love of Chrift, ſays the 

\ poltts, tb1ftraineth us; while 20: thus j wige, that : ane. diel jor all 
en were all decd-. and that he died | for all, ' that the T] awholive, 16 

on ſequence &f his death, h:u'd not bencefo th love unto Sheet but. 
'o him, wi died and 'ofe again. =» 

Bur though it oe our duty to enforce the pureſt morals : I yet, at 
he ſame time, let us tae heed to do this, not asHeathen moraliſts, 
ut as minifters of the Goſpel. As ſuch, be our ſubjet what it. 
vill, we muſt always place: Jefus Chriſt in the centre of the plan, 

Oo that we may point our hearers continually. to him... from whom. 
Il ability, both to will and to do, is derived ;. and through whom - 
lone. all 'our works, as well as our perſons, can find acceptance ' 
ith God Tn vain do we attempt to. make men aQtive, lively and 
niform Chriſtians. in any other way. than by. teaching them, 
to live a life of faith, in;the Son of God, who has fo loved them,. 
as to. give himſelf for them.” This conſideration, that @brift hath 
ved me. and giveft bimſcIf for nie, 1s the main ſpring of all ea] 


99 


tian! virtues, and moſt powerful ſtimulus to obedience, 


Talk they of morals! 'O thou bleeding love! 
-/Thon' maker oi new morals to mankind-; | 


The grand morzlity,. 1s love to thecs | 


But the tree muſt be made: good, before the ſruit'can be fo, in 
'reality. "Good works ſays the 12th article, are the fruits of Jaith | 
and follow after: juſtification.” 'Obſerve, they who follow, after 

' juſtification, %is the” fruit 'of that faith, by which: we are. Juſtihed. | 
But notwithſtziiding i it is impoſlible for our-good works. at any time | 
to merit the pardon of fin,-or a title to/heaven, yet. fuch as do ſpring 
From' a Tively /aith atc- pleaſi ing to God, 'and anſwer many - valuable | 
purpoſes;—=They are'a'debt 'of gratitude 'to our Redeemer , the 
brighteft eviderice'of the truth of our Taith, and the reality. of an 

 Inward'change of heart ;j—they perfect our f faith, 'and'through their 
inſtrunientality, we'grow- in grace ard mmieetneſs for the celeſtial 
kingdom:—1In ſhort, profeſſing Chriſtians not. 'only-. ought to 
be holy, -but they muſt be holy in heart and ife. .., Forfſi 
Tet a man 'profeſs ever 10 great a regard for Chriſt.. and faith, and 

_the goſpel ; yet, if ke live in the praftice of any known ſin, or in 
the omiffion of atiy known duty, his. profeſſion 18 yain, his faith 1 1s 


dead, and Chrift will vp him Tniothing. . 
* Having pointed 'outthe order and conneRtion, i 1 which the truths 


of the goſpel ought to be preached 1 comes”. + » +, 
IT: To. fpeak'of that arcor, zeal'and IG, with which they 


 Thould be preached: P 
It is neither commendable, or becoming i in a miniſter, who isto 
Jpeak the tor ds of truth and ſober ne to. put on the wild airs. of tana- 
tiſm. or the extravagant rage and fury of a frantic reveree., and 
It is equally anbecoming ts ſpeak of the Lord Chriſt, and the 
weighty truths of the bible, with coldneſs, [Jangour, and an air of 
_ uncoticern,- If miniſters are'to be burning and ſhining lights; then 
it ſhould be our endeayour, not only to ſpeak truth, with clearneſs 
and propriety « of diftien, but with ſuch fervency. of ſpirits. and ar 
Yent Zeal, as may at once. convey light and heat to the ſouls of ou! 
bearers. Thus thall we both inform the pgnen and engage the 


 pafſions on the fide of truth, ' 
 - When we aſcend the ſacred defk, and caſt our eyes round (03) 
. the audience, we often behold multitude of ſouls on the very. brin) 
'of everlaſting ruin ; multitudes. of impeniteat and unconverted fin! 
ners, who muſt repent and fly to th= arms of Jeſus, and that 1oon 


or be for ever miſerable. And yet, perhaps, they are as full ol 
price, levity and unconcern, ,as it they were in no danger.z. or a 
it hey had no God to obey, 'no ſoul to ſave, no heaven to gain 
no hell to ſhun. "Now we know, or ought to know the deplorabl) 
dangerous ſtate,that ſuch poor thoughtleſs and wretched moy tals ar? 
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in; that hereis but a Rep. betaween them. and death: and ſhould they die 
in their preſent ſtate, they muſt ſuffer the yengeance of eternal fire, 
In ſuch. circumſtances,what a betraying of our own *Tuft,and of the. 
ſouls of men, would it be in us, if, inſtead of exerting .ourſelyes 
to the utmoſt of our pewer, and uſing every. motive to awaken them, 
to an awful ſenſe of their extreme danger, or rouling them with. 
a voice of thunder; to flee from the. wrath to.come , we. ſhould en-. 

| tertain them, with ſome.languid harangue, on the beauties of vir. 
tue, or amuſe. them with an affected diſplay ef our own. abilities, 
to catch their applauſe ?: Or, ſuppoſe the preacher thould treat on, 
a ſubject. more evangelical, . yet, if this be done, In.a ſpiritleſs man- 
ner, 'no goed effects can. reaſonably be. ex eQted from'it,, becauſe - 
the ſpeaker:does nat appear to bein earneſt, in what he ſays, AL 
moſt every body. is ſo well acquainted, with the conſtitution of 
human nature, as te know, that a man cannot but /peat in earneh, 


when he is in earne/t; 


. . * \ 


My brethren, 1f our hearts were ſuitably. warmed, with the Fe- 
nerous love of God and. the ſouls of men, if we feel the power of 
- divine truth, in our owa breaſts, we cannot but ſpeak, . with fome | 
ſuitable.degree of animation and. pathos , deyout paſhons will en- 
liven and adorn our periods, and apparent.indications of affection. 
ate concern fer the ſalyation of immortal ſouls, will command at- 
tention and ſolemnity, bear home the truth, with mighty forceaad 
energy, on. the minds, and conſciences of qur hearers, I have to, 
add; on this head, LO. ei acts. 


- TIE. That we ſhould cloſe our diſcouxſes with.3 pointed appli. 
Many.a good. ſermon has proved abortive, for want of a. proper. 
application, - I have intimated already, that men muſt, be brought. 
to know themſelves, or they will never ſuitably prize the Saviour. 
"But we are not very likely. to. help them to this ſelf knowledge, by 
.. merely dealing in generals, or ip aking in a diftant, abſtract man - 
+ ner, as if we were talking of ſome third perſons, and'not ſpeaking 
to'thoſe who are preſent. '. We muft apply our doftrines to. the par- 
- ticular caſes and circumſtances of the ſouls preſent And then ſhall 
_ we be workmen, who need not be.aſhamed; when. we /zparate the 


- precious fr am the vile, rightly divide the word of truth, and give t 
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every one, whether ſaint-or finner, his proper por!ton, 1n; due ſeaſon. 
This intereſting particular would admut of great enlargement, but 
I amy, hurried on to the, $a CN Co NN Fe IR pres | 
IV. Particular, contained ia the text. - Ts fat | 
Here I am led to.ſpeak of miniſterial aſſiduity. and perſeverance. . 
Continue 1n them. ; op tee ext ens OO. 
" If there-was any neceſſity, for St. Paul, to charge his fon Timo. 
thy, who, from a chi!4, had known the. holy ſcriptures, to give + 


bi 


attendange to read;ng and meditation; and to, devote himſelf wholly 
tothe work of the” miniſtry, - that his profiting, his increaf- 
ang. proficiency, m!;þf appear unto all his hearers, there, is cer, 
can) as much neceſſity for this charge to be enforced upon and 
Arictly obſerved by the miniſters in our-age"and'time; If we duly 
- conſider the importance of our office;and the awful! account we nk 
render fo the Lord." of 'our Rewardfhip, and the ſouls committed 
to our care, we ſhall eafily diſcover that we have no time to waſte; | 
in idle viſits and trifling'converſation', much leſs to'eficourage, by: | 
our preſence, if not by example; thoſe vaig fime waſting"an'i fot | 
deſtroying pleaſures and amuſemetite, fo much 'in"vogue, among | 
the gay, the giddy, the thougbtleſs and- irreligious majori'y 3: 
” mankind, "Might not a miniſter, if ſeen in the ball roonig” at the 
card table, or in the race held, juftly meet with” at leaſt, that mild; 
but pertinent rebuke,” which the Lord pave the timorous ptophet,* 
when out of his place of adty aid Uſefulneſs ! "1//hat do-Þ "thou here 
Elijah ?- Let a Nomitian deſcend from his imperial throne 'to' the 
childiſh employment of catching flies, let a Nero droþþ the reins of 
*povernment, and turn all his attention to a fiddle; but, as one im, 
mortal ſoul is of more yalue than the vaſt Roman'empite, in'all its - 


height of grandeur and effent of territory, Tet riot thofe, who have | 
the awful charge'of ſouls; aCt 2 till more ſhocking and incongrue 

ous part, by giving themſelves up to an'pver eiger purſuit of this 
world, totriflirg levities, cr waſting thei? time ih vanity, idleneſs 
and unprofitable converſation. Alt the tinie we hive'to fpare. from 
our public labours and thoſe avocations, which are conneQted with © 
our office, is littſe enough to ſperit in ufefut ſtudies tofurnith our. 
ſelves with divine knowledge, and wreftling with God," in prayer: 
and ſupplication, for the growth'of grace, in our own hearts, for” 
a bleſling on our labours, and for the ſalvation ofthe people. '' ** 

_ But it 3s not (enough 'to make 'a good beginning; or'to flouriſh 
and blaze for a while : we mult continue fedfaft and uninoveable, al. 
way abounding in the work of the L1rd, © When' we read, {iy to Ar-" 
chippus, take heed to the miniftiry, which" thou haſt” received in the L,ord- 

 » That thou fulfil i, we ſhould make the application t6& ourſelves. "The 
_ dying. charge of Paul the aged to his ſon Timothy,” we ſhould. alſo 
Frequently call to mind, Wateh thou in all things, endure offlitions,/do 
the wwork"of an evangeliſt, makefull prosf of thy miniftry,—=Beinflant in 
feaſon, out-of ſeaſon 5 reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all lorig Juffering 
do ine. Perſeverance muſt crown our labours,. Fidelity unto Heath 

enſures the crown of life. Difficulties and fore trials we may expect 
to meet with, but the happy conſequences of fidelity and preſever- | 
ance, 1t duly refleCted on, may abundantly fupport' us under all, 
For in doing this, theu fbalt bath ſave thyſelf, and them that hear thee ;_ 
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IV. And Jaft particular eprthived:; in.the texts | 6:4. 

1s it poſſible for us-to conceive'of, or wiſh for any thing greats” 
er, and more defirable, than the ſalvation of. our own ſouls, and - 
the ſouls'of. others '—Blefſed be God, : his: faithful: ſervants are 
not doomed to'drudge in this world fok ever... Death is faſt AP» 
proackings:. ad 2 friendly mefſenger to. put; a. period. to all their 


Wo toils and troubles, in the. church militant here 9n-earth. \' An a, | 
| O what ſtrong conſolation. muſt, it afford:.a faithful. miniſter, in 


his laſt moments,: to be conſcious to himſelf. that he 19 pure bag 
the bleed of .oll men. ; That, . with. zeal and unwearied: diligence, he- 
has declared the whole council of. God ; and approved himſelf as the 
miniſter" of. Chriſt, in much patience, in neceh tiers an diftreſſer, #1 
labturs, in watchings, in faſtings ., by purineſs, by knowledge, by, love 
unjeigned,.by the qaword-of truth, and by the armour of righteous}:e) s_ 


en the right hand ang on the le .—That he has ſpent. his life and. 


exhauſted his {trength, in ſtriving to fave. all 00a ſouls from. 


dearh. —See,. how ſerene aig placid he.lies on the.confines of the. 
graye'; and with what fortitude he faces the king of terrors;' with. 
all his ghaſtly train. —How. does he triumph in the proſpect, of at 
happy immortality, while he expires under. the {miles of . heavens. 
and tranfporting expeQatipps of being immediately imparadiſed, 4n 


% 


the boſom of his beloved Lord and Saviour. —And ſurely. it. muft. 


greatly augment kis comfort and happineſs,” that he” has not ta.. 
boured in vai, nor ſpent his Rrength jor nought, That his conde-. 
fcending maſter kas fo honoured_him, as to' make him an inftru-: 

ment in his/hand,, of turning many: to : igbreouſnefs; who wall be his. 
crown of Tejoicing,: in.the- day, of the. Lord :, that God has. made 
him the father of many ſpiritual. children, dearer than» ſons -and 

daughters; and who, as they have: joined, with him, . in ſweet. 
communion and fellowſhip, inthe humbler forms of worſhip here 
below, will ſhortly. meet kim: againg in the glorious realms of. 
light, and j join together, in the nobler- ſervices: of the celeſtial: 
temple above, ..:. O,. tranſporting thought | enough to fire our. 


Touls,. and. inſpire. the moſt'timorous breaſt to encounter difficul. 


ties, brave dangers, and break through all oppoſitions. . - 72 
Theſe, my brethren, are not matters of doubtful "park hey 
are:not merely ideal. =P bey are ſubſtantial realities, of which we 


have the . moſt  indubitable aſſurance. - For what "ſays my text. 


* 


«' Take heed unto thyſelf . and;unto thy - detrine 3+ + continue: in, 


«them ;. for in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave thy, ſelf and them 
« that hear thee.” 
Having diſpatched the foAnine, I cannot conclude, conkitents 


ly m"__ wy OW n n-pian; without fome 
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bu SP PLHeCanTrey, 
As every application, ſhould naturally ariſe from the doctrine, ſo, 
'_ I, "You will zecolleA, that I have mentioned ſomething of the 
Fall and ruin of mankind, and the great neceſſity, that men ſhould | 
be ſenſible of this, that they, may ſuitably prize the Saviour. -, The 
queſtion then, which, I ſolemnly put to your conſciences, is, Have 
' You ever been ſo. deeply conſcious that this cale was your OWng-as 
to be alarmed, ,with iuch a ſenſe of your danger, by reaſon of fin, 
that you have betaken yourſelves to conſtant and fervent prayer to. 
Þ God, for mercy and deliverance? You could not reſt as\YOw Bad 
| done, becauſe you ſaw your ſoul iy:ing under the corruption and 
Euiit of fin. and every moment expoſed to the ſentence. of the | 
broken law, and the ſtrokes of incenſed. juſtice, My hearers, WW w 
clergy and laity, do you know any thing of thele maiters, by. your, W ar 
own heart-felt experience? -No you—or do you not? If not, you il Bi 
are certainly ſtrangers to-vital religion ; and have never.taken one IM «© 
right ſtep in the way to Heaven, in all your life, though you may ee. 
have attended conſtantly, on alt the outward forms. of. religion, i «« 
ever ſince you can remember. . To knew ourſelves, and to. be if ch 
feelingly ſenfible of our ruined helpleſs fate, 1s, undoubtedly, the IU in 
_ firſt ſtep towards our recovery by Chrift, and conſequently the firſt. I re 
heaven ward, And if we have never, taken this fr/t ſtep. it is not || « 


_— ; 


probable that we. have taken'a ſecond. You have, therefore, | vii 


. 


great reaſoti to- conclude, that: you are yet in.your ſins, and ſtand | bu 
expoſed to all the malediQtions.denounced againſt them, - O that I «1 
you would admit the conviction now, leſt you ſee. the truth -of- 
theſe things, when it is too late. FR 


IT. I obferved, that when fitiners are properly awakened to a 
ſenſe of their danger, they reform their lives, and diligently at. 
tend on all the duties of religion and means of grace, But yet. 
+ there was danger, left they ſhould take up with the means inſtead 
of the end ; and ſtop ſhort of an intereft,in Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
by making a Saviour: of,' or truſting in,' their reformation, and 
performance of. moral and religious duties. ,, Then it was necefla. 
ry. to drive: them out of all dependence iti their. own rightecuſneſs, 
and bring them to deſpair of meriting the pardon of one fin, or . 
the favour. of God, by any thuig they could either do, or ſuffer; | 
This is the fecond ſtep towards cloling with Chriſt on. Goſpel 
terms — Arid have you, my dear hearers, ever been brought to” 
- this ?— When, -and where !—Let conſcience anſwer. / If you are -: 


a 


ignorant of this, your Cale is very unpromiling indeed. You'-do 

 ' not appear ever to haye feen, as you ought, your, need of -the-. 

12 Phyſician, or of that Saviour, who came to ſeek and to fave the 
$- - loſt, the helpleſs andthe deſperate. es 


wa” _ 


= 
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ITE. I-obſerved: further, that when Couls. are happily, reduced 
td the ſtate laſt mentioned, that is, to. deſpair of all help in them- 
ſelves 3 then was the time. for diſplaying the free. grace. of the 
goſpel, and pointing the guilty and the helpleſs to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt a#an all ſufficient and willing Saviour. Dying ſouls are 
called to look unito him, . by faith, and live; .and the weary and 
heavy laden are invited" tocome to him for reſt, with a promiſe 
that they ſhould find it.-—And have you ever, in ſuch circumſtances 
3Qually obeyed theſe calls/and invitations ?-—Do you know. what 
it is to firid Te for Fg ſouls, in Jeſus Chriſt ?. Reft from a bur= 
den. of fin and guilt . ?—Perhaps. theſe” cloſe interrogatories may 
pinch [ome of my audience : and. you might be ready to. aſk 
* - what fort of preaching is this ?”*” I anſwer, -this is preaching 
with an application , that every one of you may examine yourſelves, 
and know what your preſent fate is ; whether a ſaint or a Gnner, 
But you might aſk harder,” « does not this talk about” ſeeling the - 
« dojdila of guilt, "cad feeling the need'vf a Saviour, and/ſuch 
« like, favour too much of enthuſiaſm, 'and the wild notions of 
6c fanatics 2?” No, firs, it' is the very langriage of our own.mother 
church. © You cannot be undcquainted with'the confeſſion ſhe puts 
into the mouths of /all, who come to her ſelemn feaſts. * «4 'The 
remembraice'of.our "Bos is- ** grievous. unto us z. the burthen of - 
« them is ntolerable.” 2 And the directs the minifter, when he 
viſits the fiek;” to prays that the ſick perſon,” may not only know; 
bur © feel that there is no-other name, through whom he may re.” 
4 ceive falyation,' but only the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ”'— 
Have youbeen made to Teeb this ? And have you been enabled, by 
divine aſſiſtance, to caſt your ſouls, . with all their.load of guilt, op 
the rightsouſrieſs of the Redeemer ? Have you, by faith, Tapas 
ed your eternal all on his merits, petting. pardon of fin; the.love 
and favour of God, and 3 title to heaven, as the free gift of God, 
through J eſus Chrift our Lord ?—It ſo, then are ye true believers” k 
gand' muft know what it is to have-j joy and peace, in believing. Be-_ 
ing juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, * through Jeſus: * 
Chriſt our Lord, —But- if you have not the happy experience .of 
ſuch 3 a faith and its bleſſed effeAs, you are.not believers, in a gol.” 
pel ſenſe, 'but are itull liable to all we. miſeries of a Lnner «out of, \ 
Chris” : 
IV. I was led: to mention the neceſſiry of regeneration, and'that - 
his change was not'merely external, but internal.—Have you been 
he'ſubjeCt of this change ?—T do not aſk you, whether you be. 
ieve this change to be' neceſſary ? The neceſſity of it is * Cement... 
| rable, both-frem reaſon and ſcripture. Ner'doT aſk the clergy, 
whether Jou ſometimes ata up the ted of it, _ This we” 


28 k 
may do, andy yet:  __ nothing of it by experience. 'We may preach 
'a rrith wunjelti-- But I aſk you all, 'whether you have indeed” ex- 
Perienced this great this radical, this univerſal change on your 
: hearts, ſo as to be renewed in the ſpirit of your minds, in Trighte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs ?—If you have not" good reaſon to con- 
clude, that this change has been wrought in you; how-can you en - 
Joy any reſt or peace till-it be 'effeted '?—Do:you not- remember | 
the ſolemn, therreiterated declaration of our blefſed Lord, 'exrep! 
a'man be born ag 1in he cann#t\/ee the kingdom of God, nh > 
\ Finally. | If thoſe whothave believes; muſt be- carefl-to main, 
tain good works ;—if good-works are the' fruite of a” ſaving faith | 
and the brighteſt evidence-of our beingiin a itate of grace :- then 
I aſk, in the preſence of God, is your converſation ſuch'as becometh 
the goſpel of Chriſt ? Do you live a life of ſelf. denial, and take up 
' the daily*croſs? Have you abandoned every known fin ? Are there 
No [wearers, drunkards,' hars; -and fach like; within the ſound of 
my voice ? Do. you conſcientiouſly diſcharge the ſeveral duties you 
| owe'to God, your-neighbour and yourſelves ? Do you gladly at3 
' tend all the ordinances of religion * Do you; At "Al Opportunities, 
- partake of the ſupperof* the: Lord ?, Do you pray in'your familiesz 
morning andevening ?: Do you inſtruQ your children the prin- 
ciples of our holy religion, and endeavour'ts'bring them: up in the 
nurture-and. admonition of'the Lord !?*Can you anſwer theſe quel[- 
tipns,. mn a-manner fatisfatory'to yourſelves | 2 If not-—whar ſhall 
I-fay.to you ? To call you Chriſtians would be a cruel: boppeings 
And can. you hope:you are'in the favour of God, »and that” you 
ſhould be: happy,” if you die. (in your preſent caſe? ' Alas, -fifsz 
where is your warrant for-ſuch a hope: I beg: and. entreat you not 
to:deceive yourſelves; God is not mocked, for- Gy! a: mos you 
th, that ſball we dijo reaps. © on ts ox 2d me. 
. >Let me then beſeech-you all to lay theſe celery ruths to heart, 
Don't let them flow-out of. your mind.” *You muſt haye dilcover- 
_ ed, by this times what your preſent* condition 1 is ; and-whether you 
' belong to the*claſs of ſaints, or finners,”: -Uf to the former ; heri 
rejoice in your happy lot; let your mouths: be full of the praiſes 
of God, and ever abound 3 in the works of faith; and the labours of 
love.: - But if to. the larrer 3 then for God's fake, and-your ſoul's 
fake, reſt not in-ſuch an awfully dangerous condition. Be up and 
'doing- (Seek the Lord with'your whole. heart. - Break off every 
fin; without delay. Quit'the company of the.vain, the giddy and 
the profligate ; and ceaſe not to 'watch and-pray, and ſeek and 
ſrive-z. till you have experienced, in your own ſouls, what it is to 
be born of the ſpirit; - and have obtained Horvon -of : in and Yn] 
with, God, by faith 1 in J eſus Cluifl, 
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ather, God the Son, and God the 
Ghoſt; be aſcribed, 2s is moſt due; all praiſe, pawer, majeſty 


dominion;'both now and ever, AMEN; Nye ? 
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The miserable State of Man, by Nature ; and the 
© way of Recovery, by Faith in Jesus Christ.* 


; ; | 
| » ©. | 
(ZALATIANS, 111, 22, RO Ts es | 


But the ſcripture hath conclud-d all under fin, that the promiſe | 
. * by faith of Fifus Chrift might be piven to them that beltzve. nA 
AINE. PAUL was.indeed-a wiſe maſter builder ; and well. 
J knew how to lay a ſure foundation for men to buiid their 
hopes for eternity. —He ' was well” acquainted with the fallen and 
miſerable ſtate of mankind ;—that' none but Christ could fave 
them ;—and that, frem the'pride of. their hearts, they niever'wou'd. 
be induced'rightly to apply to the Redeemer for ſalvation, until. 
they are made deeply ſenſible of their guilt, "danger, and helplef[-" 
ness-—— He had 'been divinely and experimentally taught this, 
truth, and that the whole ſyſtem of redemption, through” Jeſus: 
Chriſt, was founded on'the fall and ruin of the human race, and” 
their utter inability ta ſave themſelves, or regain the divine favour 
and image, which they had loſt, © by their apoftacy.—He alſo 
knew,” at the fame time, how prone all men are to depend on their” 
Own power and gooddeeds to recommend themſelves to the favor. 
of God ;—and to feet juftification, in his fight, by the works of. 
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the law,* or by the,merit of 'their own righteouſneſs. © ** 
Now, asit is of the greateſt' importance, 'for-men to be unde- 
ceiyed,*in theſe 'reſpe&s, the apoſtle wrote two Whole epiltles, 
| ny) Cork ſubjeQt;z;—t6 wit," that to the Romans,: and this' 
to the Galatians. * In theſe he 'expoſes,' in the moſt firiking and 
alarming colours, the-intire depravity,” and univerſal corruption 
of human nature; in its fallen ſtate ;z=that Jew and Gentile were 
_ all *equally depraved and' bbnoxious 3z—he' thunders out the tre- 
mendous curſes of the holy law,” to which they ftood expoſed tor 
their niultiplied” breathes ' thereof ;=and"proves to a demotifira." 
tion, that they were ſo far from being able to bbtait; juſtification 
and eternal happinels, by e law of-works, which 1s infinately” 
holy, juſt and good, that the ſcripture.” which reveals that law, 
hath clearly ſhut up,” or;" concluded all men; of ; every nation and” 
deſcription, under fin, as malefictors uritter ſefitence of death ;-— 
. * This was the third'text 1 preached on, after being receiveg. into Bath pariSh, WW 
| ig the os (Es OS Mbps yg EN RE WH 4 i 
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and aſſures Ginners that the law was not t giveh, « or publiſhes; I : 


an intent, that they ſhould ſeek and'obtain- bard. and lfe the 

by -. this being imp offible after it was once bxgken, 

the knowledge « of ba ſhew the danger « of it, attd thus. conyince 
| them of their ruined and helpleſs ftate, in themſelves, and there- 
by evigce the necellity of a Mediator, and conſtrain the guilty to 
fly to Jeſus: Chriſt, as their only refuge apd deliverer. And'it-38 in 
| this reſpe &, La pprehend, , that the Jaw is ſaid to be our /choolmaſs 
ter, to bring ts t0 Jeſus Chr i... that we may be | uftified by the e faith 
of Chrilt And. that there 1s no; other door of hope, but in this. 
Wayy,.1s proved by a great variety of arguments . * ;and one. of great- 
weight is contained in the words ofthe text, _ © But the ſcripture 
6.5 qt concluded all under fin, that the promiſe by faith of Jeſus 
« Chriſt might be given to them that believe.” .. 

._ To bring ſinners to Jeſus Chiift,-4s. their only refuge PINA the 
ſtorms of divine wrath and yengeance,' due to their tranſgreſſions, 
is a principal deſign, not only of. Saint Paul's writings;gd 
revclation mn I, but x7v of our Lok pay and Sony r he: 


ma. Point out the connec of the text, by Goving FROTY he 
ſcripture. be concluding, or fbutting up - all under fin, Is ſubſer= 
rient to the attainment of life and . lalvation 'vy faith” in Jeſus | 
Chriſt, *% 
Et, Make ſome eaten oth. wk 
L. I am to ſpeak ſomething of the miſcrable AR wretched ſtate 
ff man, implied in theſe words, :he-/c: iptu'e bath concluded, Ec. 
"The miſerable and wretched tate of mankind confiſts, in their be 
riginal and aQtual fir, wherevy why have attained all their blood, : 
nd are become condemned malefattors; in the fight of God." 
'The total depravity and corruption-.of the human race might 
e Clearly evinced from the general-hiſtozy of the world, and'the'* 
onduCt of mankind towards their: Creator, in all ages. © But as 
his would-lead me into a detail of matters, too tedious and len gthy 
or a popular diſcourſe, I ſhall' therefore, in proof of this -arti- 
ular, chiefly confine myſelf t to the Jacred writings, which 18. the 
duntain of intelligence, andthe ſtandard of cur faith and prac. 
ce, Teſtimonies from 7hefe are very exyrels and-decided, on 


% 


this head; and ſo nfimerous, that I hall content myſelt with pz 
ducing only a few, which will abundantly ſuffice for the preſent 
Sena: {Cao we 6 are et le oe Det ot OST > 
. With the teſtimony of Hoſes, recorded in the vi. chap. -of Ge. 
nefis, . ith verſe, 1 ſhall begin. « And God ſaw that the wicked. 
.« neſs. of man/was great in the earth, . and that every imagination 
* of. the thoughts Of kis heart, ,was,only. evil continually.” '— I he 
apoſtate nature of man. is the ſource of all wickedneſs ; hence it 
is that alt his thor ghts are ,peryerſe, and eyery riſing: imapination 
.pregriant. with evil, without intermpilfion. ; What a ſhocking pic= 
' tare 18, this of the fallen ſpirit of may ?, David. bears teſtimony 
to the ſame melancholy.truth, when he ſays, I was ſhapen in in- 
©.iniquity, and 39 fin did. my mother conceive me.'—As. if he had 
Taid, © my .nature is altogether corrupt, and utterly vitiated with 
«* {in,.. and, from his, #cot have, thoſe foul offences ſprung,. which I 
< now geplore. with ftreaming. eyes.and. a broken heart.” The 
-Q1d Teſtament. abounds with; teſtimonies .of. this fort, as. may be 
ſeen in one yiew,..n St. Paul's gloomy. pifture, of;human nature, 
Rom. 111- 10—18.;—and. which he. tels us.is:drawn from an Old 
Teſtament original. ,*.As it is written,” ſays be,»5 there is none 
« righteous, no,not one ©. there is none..that ,underſtandeth, and 
6 that ſeeketh after,God., , . .Lhey are .all-gone out of the way, — 
** there is none 'that doeth good,' no not one,””:;&c.— Of. moral 
reCtitude, which.1s the glory of the/rational, nature, we are ſtrip- 


ped, and deprived, by. our fall from, God.-_. fo.;that. every mouth 
muſt be ſtopped; and all the world of mankind itand guilty be. 
fore Jum, — Nov:aretthe. lines. leſs Rtrang.and .expreflive, whereby 
the ſame truth is laid before us, Eph. ii. 1—.;* And you. hath 


+6-he quickened, who were dead in, treſpaſſes and fins ;: : wherein, 


& in'times pa z Fe walked according to the corrſe of this world, 
** according to the prince of. the power of the air, the ſpirit that 
& now worketh in the children of diſqbedjence. .. Among whom 
« alſo we all had our converſation, jn-.times paſt, in the-luſts ob 

| -« the fleth, and of the mind ;. and were, by . nature, .children of 
_ ® of wrath even es others,” —@bildren. of ,--rath {=-how | ftrong: 
_ and gloomy the exprefſion | Heirs of the. curſe denounced againſt 
| &n and all moral turpitude and difobedience, and. unable to help 
qurſelyes, as being. by-natyre dead in treſpaſſes and: fins :,| dead to. 
God, ;: dead in law, as being under. the curſe. and. condemnatory 
ſentence of the broken covenant ; and dead.in ſtate, incapable cf 
f#piritual ſenſations and aRtiongg; till we-are guickened by divine 
graces\ and. aided, by divine, power., How manifeſtly does this 
whole paſſage mark and deſcribe our guilty and helpleſs ftate, and. 
he dangerous conſequences of finning againſt the holy & juſt God'? 


\ 


«But man's guilt, .mzſery and con ambition, and his atter'i ina- - 
bality- to: help himſelt, are. ſo clearly and repeatedly pointed: out in X 
the bible; that every ove. of;you muſt diſcoyer theſe: things, wh ovill 
 notzobſtinately ſhut; your eyes again the light, .O that God, my k 

give you-to {ce and:teel' them in a-proper. manner. \., © 

\ As;an agditianal! proof or evidence of original fng and ke buſt 
man guilt, and wretcheJnels,.. T might bail your attention: to.:the 
innumerable miſeries and; cala amities, which now, and. in:all ages 
have peryaded the earth: No age, no ſtation” has] been. exempted. 
in cries, 11 pains, i ſickneſs and in de:th,. the fant: of da) 
pſentifully ſhares with manhood, and hoary hars., Now, as'it is Wh 
not agreeable to the juitice and coodne is. of God, to: afllic innO- 
cence; ;- gilt muft. neceflarily be-luppoleds af; 5.5. en. 
Wy might. alſo appeal to your own. hearts and: gonſeiences' for the 
truth.of this-cafe. :. Look 1 into your own hearts and lives. / Are 
your hearts right with God? And are. your tempers humble,. fi. 
lial and autiful towards him 2 Do ant you find in yourſelyes-:a 
ſtrange difafeRjon and backwardneſs.yo; the ſervice of God, : gn 
the duties of 'rehgion ; - while: you, are all alive to- the. world, 
fond of its. yapities,.. riches, honouts and. pleaſures ;/ hes eager 
in the gratification of fiaful defires. paſſions, and appetites! May 
got-your confeience bear Witneſs againſt you, that this is the caſe. 
with. you 2. And. do- not your. own Hearts .condemn,. and pro. 
NOUNce:you guilty: of ten thouſand,breaches of that rightequs laws 

which denountes: eyery one accurſed, who has not Fontinae Min. all b 

things written in the bo5kaf the laav; to: ds theip ?— WS! 


do nottheſe things prove; beyong all. cemroverlſy, Hoek &y -oligital v=o 


depravity and corruption,” as well,as;the guilt of multiplied actuu 
al tranſgreſſio: 25 again;t.thas" ;erernal ma oſt y, \waole juſtice wull 
by no 'means clear the. guiity.? ? _—— You. know, Tx ethiaſ yen 
are guilty. of. mary violations ; of the moral law-;z--You have again. 
and again left undone theſe things which. you ought to-have done, 
and dore- thoſe things which'you ought not. ta baye. done _ And 
if even. your own'partizl hearts ard -blinded minds condemn -you.. 


alas !., how. do you expeCt to ſtand acquitted at.-the awful bar of. 


Jehovahy who-, wes your hearts,” and all. yeurFaad propghl 1'IT4 
and heaven-daring' practices !-— - And now. O-ye Chriftleſs, im.. 


penitent, ahd,unconverted finners,1 beg of y you. m-the ;name of -' "8 


heaven's eternal King,  conſidey the miſerable at:d wretched. & ate _ 
your precious. {ouls. 4k 3g: at. this; preſent time. ; and. lays. re a 
lafe,—15 it wiſe. for you to.continuo«herein, for a Gngle d 


ger ?—And if not,. pray. what-are-ydu thinking to do of” 5o Rr £7 Ih 


yOu expect to 5 gene a parton," or Make. an atonement boy: wo 


\ 


h 2=—=Do you think of r doing this, by your repentance, tears, 
_ reformation, future obedience, or any thing you can either do or. 
Tuffer? Be AY O vain man, that none of theſe things'nor all 
; wa hern together, can give you boldneſs and acceptance in the.pre- 
nce - of God, in the tay, that he thall-judge the ſecrets of alt 
hearts 'by Jelis Chxift No, ror will al theſe things together 
 wancel your debt to'Divine Juſtice, or atone for the lealkſin; 'For 
theſe are but works of that ſaw, which hath concluded'4}f under 
- Þn; and "guilt and "condemnation, —and by the deeds bf which, 
thall no fleſh living, be juſtified | 
| "Bat here-you might probably fl << of whit, uſe then. is the 
As law? or why was it f abliſhed to mankind, "if life and ſalyationh 
. * are not to-beobtained by the obſervance of it 3'' I anſwer'in the 
apoftle's words, that, ' the hav ar added brcauſe of ttanſg offion ; - 
and by the law is the knewledg-'of fin : and in this reſpect it aft» 
Prats” A very aluable purpoſe, as I ball "now Soated! to thew 


Under the - 
JI. Head: whete' 1 atn to-pdi int out he ebrtetion of the text; 


by ſhewing how the law, by concluding, or ſbutting up; all under 
"Un, ry eo an the #tainment of life amd falvation, by faith 
'-2n'point ing out the conneBiog of the text; it 13 t be obſerved, 
tha ey pe of the apoſtle s deſen "iti the preceding part of the 
piſtle eral. 'and'of this-chapter in particular, was to prove 
"that Juſtification arid etertial life could not poſſibly be obtained by 
the lav ww x5 ah 'evek the moſt' perfeft edition of it. \ In the 19 
verſe, he intimates that f6nie' [might obje&t tb this fepreſentation 
of the watter, and ſay, * If we taninor be juſtified and/{aved: by 
«© an'obſervance of the þ rece} ts ge; the law, what is the uſe of it, 
e&5 + wherefor wha pirpoſe. ferveth the law ?—T have 
_-alreat e Fora noticed the akſv/? this queſtion; that i toas afded be- 
| vavfe ſgreſſions ; =that ie, it otra promulg ted, On mount 
_ Mita, a conflerabts time: after the graciolis promiſe mac t6 
'2Al am : - that: in bis' —— all the nations of Repo "Pould be ble: 
d. "And the intent its prom#] ation be uſe of tranſsre 
ns z tha is to convict the Jews py others of ths t4ax Sik 
mY 0 d againſt God, and thus to induce arm: to ſeek, 
egree of earneſtneſs, to obtain pardon ind life, 
by fa > And to ſhew that he Te was not 
7 155 wrath. bo in mercy and to ſubſeryvs the gracious de. 
', hgns goſpel. it is added that. #/ 40.5 ordainied- by ang 1; in 
'xbe- and of \. - mediator ; 'that is, it was promulgated. by the 
-miniſtration of angels, and depoſited i in the hand of Moſes, who. 
was appointed, by God, t6 media | between him, and the people \ 


\ "4% 


ofſracl—The Saaſicids of the. FT ina Mediator 5 hands s th 4 
cd that it- was given} M mercyy,and-to anſwer 2 gracious purpole 
for had it been-given, in wrath, it would, have 0b. lod 
doubt/in- the hands. of an 'executioner. - .. 
_ * But as the law was publiſhed after the. promiſe was queen | to 
Abraham - ſome might-thidk that the 'law-hid ſuperſec ed the, Py: 
mile,: and renfered t:of...no effect : and {o it might b 
the low then azcinft the fir omiſes of 0} God ? Does the law A be 
difannul the proruſes ?—=To hich the apoſtle anſwers, God fave 
So far from this, that on the contrary it Was intended co fublerve* 
the promiſe, by leading the hearts and thoughts ol thoſe, who are 
under 1t, and .obterxe ats ſizzEtneſs and broad extent, to « more 
benign and gracious - diſpenſation, Far it there bad been axy lag 
proven, which-could have given life, or by which any. *aner could 
poſſibly; be ſaved, then verily this Moſaick law would have be 
2s. being the moſt, excellent and perfed edition 'of the law,... 
this -was.ſo far from being hng 
bt laws. hath concluded pans fon; X plainly ſewn! thit Jews ry 
entiles are guilty. eg pleis, as well as "condemned maleiace 


tors. and it was yilely. 7 mercifully ordered, that men, | 

convicted of their guilt and miſery, by the: law, might be conſtrams 
ed:to quit all-hope. and depeadence on it, and to' look for. deliver- 
ance from their a and kelpleſs condition,” from ſome' oth er ' QUare 
ter; even from that Aw of righteouſneſs,and k- 5 Bl] cafi 


| only be obtained by.faith. in Ieſus Chriſt, Thus Jeu toe 
- nection of the text, and how the ſeemit ar Ni 
mercifuily intended. to ſubſerve the promi 

yation of: ſinners through Jeſus Crit | 

'The ate of, the caſc is ou thus. _ 
| entered into a covegent. of works wit ; 
was perfe& obedience, on pain of EN bcke bis hunt 
ant, whereby he ſorietes (2 : nopr of God, and eyery Þb: eſſing 
and incurred the threats galty. __ But after the” FO 
works was broken, - y. , God was p "to enter Into 5 
covenant of grace with allen man, which 
liver him ou ops that fate an ery, to wi 
had red Hy him, and to bring wy nec 7 Hate ol 1 
yation, 'by a Redeemer. Rs £90 

This covenant. with the: bleſſings it. Rr "ap Y publiſh» 
ed to Abraham, and in him to_us, and to all, why will plead: an 
intereſt init, and.. the ven of it, on the gracious terms, or 
which they are offered. RIF being inſenſible of their "guilt 
and danger, and: alſo proud and ielf (ahient. diſreg 
Fers, and make light of Cari and the goſpel. 


30 (hed his hoty- and terrible law. by Moſes, it thutider and litey 
WE made the mountain tv quake,” andeven :Moſes-+to trembvle- 
his he purlued-the: ſame? merciful dehgn © + becauſe: be 
- "that till mankind were convinced. of, thewiguilt: and danges, 
y means bf the law they had btoken, they never would. prize-ithe 

zoſpel or fly tothe Lord Jeſus: Chriſt for help and: deliverance. 
ſs ea that pardon'and ſalvation whichin Chriſt; are promiſed 

to , al rhar believe, «Thus, *-or to this-purpole,: bath :the feriptione 
' > &) pcludett Mt uider-ſin-; made it manifeſt-that-all are {oz : that the 
promiſe by Faith of J fiis CAG-" my hd given 4s cus - Bt - 

"cepted by.. all that believe. v : 

Pride being the reigting lin in man, the law was given to {i 
Ys and convince him of his A and miſerable fare; and. compel 
- Him as it were, by happy nece ſiry,” to fly-ts the goſpel method of 
© Galration: this being, the-only- way; 'by which fatlen finners'cap 

Rriret bf Fog the wrath'of God, which is reveale& from heavens 

godlineſs and uorighteouſneſs ofernen.” © 1t:42 the only 
Nd in oc Ioſd.y that > clap perpetual, 
19. of death. It 


by OE 6 54k 

ment, even. to this Teo 
promiſe of pardon to'the ily, 
excluc oe. From all hopes of mercy. It adolnees "eondepicied. 
Zwrab * 2+ thulation and ' angiuilh againſt every-ſail of 91an, that diet 
_ evil. 1 Ar its awtul language, Oye guilty 41aners, "atd' tremble, 
eCurſedis every ove, that continueth notin all things: written im 
«< the book of the law, to do them,” - All things, wichout, excep- 
tin,” and that at'all times, feaſons and places, from rhe ict mo- 
rant | of exiſtence, "ro, the utmoſt! point of: duration © andl}+this 
to the higheft degree of _perfeRion. By ary deviation--from ” the 
Ar "Þ hef K and fpiricuality. of the'taw - whether ſmall or gredt; whes 
F. omitting what is: commanded,” or committing what, is fore. 
bi Id len, WE, the: favour of Ggd, + and become liable to'the 
{ 'ete: a J uftice Fi this, and {i 702, | 1 (SOA die, bs 
| ſe things; we may reality Ukover 3 
li under (345 "ſabſerves the gracious | 
_ mankind to the Saviour. 
&: - the | ſame time it 
it ſhews * 
bag thit ip are A ERIN 1 preſume, 
none will pretend to plead innoceric Wet the Hibs Sill admit. of - 
no plea for guilt ; it is het only Wont about forgivenets, but IT: 


> B. 
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ory, and. )der. the;cucie. of, the 13 ar to 
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| and damnation-againk; all. the. 
Mey - 'Thus every: faneris Tout 


h 48] ſoppeds and aghhing 5 remains, 


of #1 LC > p 


he-alamny '« .and ſly FO the ea gr 


+ 4 


3 5 | 


poly fromthe. coygnant-ol,grace' aud; glaim.abe benefit, of. th 


pt Cheilty or, mm ethec:words,. fn iro: > Nr EL I 


Ws. 


T lemnity. which,Chrilt, hath.purchaſed with. his, precious. 


freely 9 offers to alt;* + tO: alty* who condemning themſelves, ; and 
noutcag alluruft:3 in.cheir.own. xighteouineſs, flee to, him, as. ay 


only. FEAR Ai Togk ipf Arabgne- +00 ane io * AA ſorg 


> i a Fer ue 


$i ole i xa 
44 AAERLICARILON Do 
A very ale! ifiference from the': JoArineis,' chat while finneri 
are inſenfibte*Þthe evilfand $:1ycer' of fan;” and-of: theifow: 5 
3d help:efs' ſtats; - nd/aptong as they go about to maketexcuſes 
for finz! oF leflen'tts/gufits offcck to:  codaland themſelves to 
Godby the *yorks bt their 6wn hands} they ate out of the*way of 
ſalvation; ind-exelude themſelves: from” the profeiſe of life in-Chriſt 
Jeſus, which'rs #:ven, +nd'muſt be received as. 4' matter. obiree, 
vatterited « fivour;” and'nat in eonfiticcation *of our'own: metit x 
deſervings. Butz9e /eat, that havins ſeen his"guilt;; "and-miſery 


mthe plaſs'of the Fw 1s humbledand fetf coudenmed,: 'ackiiows 


ledging this Suilt,and *groamng: beneath its enormous loadyth r for 
Hes in the very road of Bercy,” andis in'a fair way-of obtaining ſab. 
yation ih&evertafting hap pineſs by faith'in oat. kotd Jeſus Chriſt, 
For"if'it "be the great; end of the/law to convinee 'ofvfin, -and: LN 
bring down' the haughtineſs of hag 4 that he may: feelingly: ace” 
knowledge! his' guilt and wretchednefs, and thus by conſtrained ty 
fly'to Chriſt, 'the-only y-Saviout ; thenz the faw*having had' this ſa. 
rity" elfe&y that 3 man Is IN far fro the kingdom o heavens: Let 
him otily watt diligefitly i30n the Lordiin'the trfe of the means-of 
grace, *andery 5 way ifs of faithy- andthe God of: meroy will. 
hear him! it £4 day og trouble and diltreſs, and enablehing ſos 
eſt, at. LE jt by Faithy, he" Jail mT "FC! _ 
e perfifaded: ther / wy: dear brechren; tomb] FOUrIelves be. - 
for ot offe Hed: Heron, that- OE erberaicee ts ar 
And'that you may be conſtrained {o to'Uo,” confiderithe. 7 
ſtate your Fouls are ing w!:iile youthave no intereſÞ in the promiſe, 
which is'by the faith of-J. 343 Chriſt. - My brethren, you have all | 
ſinned; and by fin expoſed- yourſelves $0'the curſe of the divine 
law, and to all the Wore toriures of EC burniogs + by. 


C 


: ore the loſs of heaven; and all its bloowing " 
oY atidideath ſtands ready at your doors to rend you 
from : "and all the Joys. arid'eon! ofts of 4hiv fleeting world, 
; ft —_ [2 , and 'plrte AI in temedileſs' want and br etched 
jeſs through/at Endleſs durafion, without eaſe or hope. : hand 
O 5efleet; hut oe roy ys impe penitent, Chriſtiefs Ghners "t hay 
you-dv Dey the tremendous curſe of that broken Jaw,” 
þ which, at. this. ot yichg you fund expoſed, you mult for ever. 
feel the oy a io : at of Y be 099 dh conſcience, you- will be. 
2. and fwep t "AWAY by.the befom of - 
\ xray Horror 3 and 


enriy fy No nghg wal rey I 
_ afaloft-and guilty world, '- And wilt.” you: Rill bay Fg ately 
while expoſed ito ſo. much danger, and the Tpad;of. Ong heaped v 
for fo many yearss les ſo. heavy-upon. yous ang 4s opady tm cruſh Why 
you down to! bottomieſs perdition. +. 1 Wie 
3 Perhaps. one: nother may. be rgady to fans. is 1 am convinced. 
& that Lam 2grievous finner,. cor nedemned or my. tranſgref ny of 
Py and that there is-no ſalvation for me, by. the conſtitution. of the Ne 
& law of works: but you tell, us that God has canſtituted a new. Wly 
6 covenant! of -grace,. wherein pardon and ſalvation are: offered to Mn 
« ſinners, and that theſe, are to be obtained by faith in Jeſys Miz) 
ee Chriſt. - Put hgw toll I, obtain -a living faith 3; or. how 
to: ted in the benefits, Which held. hag 
ng | to believers.” hain gh Ged has. 
t-08:7; be nd 1t 1s: 
T_ means, that we-ca.exped to. at- 
uty to. read, hear, watch and pray- 


» only tn the ary: aſe of them, t we have any realon to 
"Faith cometh by ke. 3. Ak 5 bat the. fe OL Means, 
je pleaſes God to make a finner deep ly. ſaobble of gyilt an 
emnation, and of his utter inability - juſtify himſelf, But. when. 
; finner 1 is:redlly bumbled yader.a fonſe 'of fin,/ and,. at ae of 
li relief in himſelf, renounces all hope in his own right 
d truſts only and intirely in the free grace of God m 
ze-place his whole: dependence zpon Chris righconMnely 


/ 
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3g. 
that is, on what he has dene and ſuffered x TIF FIROY pleads, 
that God would-deal with him intirely upon that foot the: 


man believes, and the promiſe, which'is My faith is given. to-binas. 
for the righteouſaeſs of Chriſt is ſo mgde-oyer-to im, that God no 
Jonger views-him as under condemnation, by. ls, but as@ 
juſtified believer, who has, in Chriſt, 'a righteouſne(s equal to I: 
e demands of the law, or covenant of works. |Hereupon he 
p ommjriced lf ag or juſt: a title to heayeti/ 1 Re -to- bins 
and every ble ry to 'make him holy here, 
hereafter -—=] This, 1 an tA, is the goſpet ethad of Cation 
to induce (inners to ahcapet this free and full ſalvation, the ſcripture 
+. Now as it is certain that eyery..niath 
and woman, ih this large .aflembly,” has either accepted this bleſ« 
fed promiſe '6f ſalvating by faith,—dr has not :—and- that wholos 
ever has, is it a happy ate, whoſoever has not, is-ſtil! index 
tie'curſe: it | ' ighly. becomes us to examine, whether we have'ac- 
tually taken tefuge 1 in Chriſt, 'anc! ſb-are under grace -* or whethen 
we be till under the law ; and-ſo ſubjeRed to its curſe... 0 
- Be affured of this, that every man -is {till under the la; 
expoſed to all its terrors who has not. perfonally-fled yolk 
vel for refuge, and feceived and teſted on 4 ark Chrift, by the 
humble faith of a guilty, helpleſs, ſelf.condemned,. - penitent- fins 
tier. © We cafinot be freed from the law. till we..are brought off 
fron all dependence upon: the law and conſtrainsd to ehuſe Chriſ 
2s the Lord our right aſnels, and the-Lortbur firength— And 
who among you have done this f —Who of you have been eons | 
Jy convited of fin Gong. poten by the. law ; fo that your: 


d, tg all w_ you. yporey on ending EIS ou. a p the 4 
bedboak 1 all hope and truſt in yourſelf and caſt vaurlals at the foot: 
f the croſs, crying undent, undone, wuticlean, tnclean ? Have you, 


%, 


1 ſuch-circumitances, give up yourſelf to the Saviour, that you 
wight be Juſtified by his'merit, and ſanQtified by. his ſpirit? And 
tiave you-the marks of one who is not und; the vagal "Tf yay are. 


-| hot under the law, gon are under 'grace —and } f. you are are -under; | 


ace, then fin has not dominion over you. Theſe few marks muſk 
ſuffice, for you to examine yourſelves by at (ria But I would 
ave you particularly. to remember this one t :—that if you are 
under the power of fin, or allow Fourſelves in A practice of it, 
Whether in fwearidg, lying; drunkenneſs; whvevom and ſuch. 


like : 67 5 their TY A aulies $f 8s; ait 
i9a pre uy ppdedey that you aye yet under the curſe of the aW ! tot 
not: urider the grace of \the" © Pit IL 
er methen'deariimmornts! fouls/=befcoch you Prog are: _ 
dedies the: Curfe3=29) e Morey, to conſider y6;r dinger's” and, for 
the Eo *Jeſtis Chi ts ſake, and'for your fonFf ſake; reſt not/in 
or pref ntcondition'; a corrdrtion'10 full.of” Þeril ind dangery 
thatif death ſhould find init; "oh are .cnig: phed in tne'flaming 
' Cririgeon'of helÞto all! eternity.—O 'beg i of” God that" Hhe-would 
. earch "and'try you; and” make* you thoroughly Aacquaimted with 
your” real condition't—thats. ſndicg yourlelyes: wretched= and 
Miſerable;-; and'-poor and bliud and naked.” you may repair, with-. 
out delay; to that all. ſuſſteient Saviour: whofe.,bloo cleanſeth fron 
all ing: and who 15 made of God, to/91Fthat belibre,! wilder and 
eoulnefs, "fn Qibeativii and redemption” 4 153: 4 F294) 
"But ſa&h'6f you," my brethren, is Havs, IN ſt ſhined to fp 
$othe promiſe'by faith of Teſus Chrilty and* hays" taken” refuge; 
fromthe extHſe6tithe law, in the grace of the golppt'; your ſtate-is 


ed and Hoppy: irideed - The law'of the' ipirit- of lite in- Chriſt: 
Jeſus hath made you free froth the law” of Gris and death.';Yow arg: 
fio lopger utider the curſe and condemnatory Tentence of that lawy 


which hath” concliided all znder fin and-de cath, ;#6r-there' 4 no con. 
demwation T them4tho'arcn- Chrif Hf Feſusy and avalk'nst after thefteſt 
but after the ſpirit. And'let it be yourtudy and-enteavour always 
thus twat? and" to pleaſe God Zak dingin works of holineſs; 
atid in Jabouts of love ' © ++ Give all diligence fo-add to. your faith 
6& 'vixth6—to, virtue knowledge=-to. knowledge temperanceo—to 
| ternperance patience=-to patience godlineſs—to od nels bros 
«therly kindreſs and to *brotherly kindneſs charity. * ' + Fox 

& if theſe .things be in you ' abt abound; they: make you, that 
aye: ſhall ' neither” be birzen nor -unfruitfultin' che- knowledge. of 


Eur Lerd Tetwus Chriſt.” And, hereby,: - 6 ar; entrafice ſhall be'minits 


«tered unto you abundant! F, into the everlaſting kingdom of out 


«Lord and Savicur Jeſus /Chniſt;*'Y ou have been ain þy the law; 


and" are dead to'all exptQations-bf juſtification by the deeds of the 
law, that you may live dnto Cod; abfe of peace _y hos obedience, 


Hold vn you Ways "rejoicing inthe: Lord, andin the power of his 


might. Entefmore'and rhore into, the” ſpirit of the poly el, and the 


depths of holineſs, fo will you Increaſe | in-happinels, and ripendaily 


f: 7 the celeſtial kingdoms.” ' To which happy place, may God of "" 
infaite FRY: we us All ics Chrilt'7 TIO: ſe” "INOUE 0 eee 2 
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xifjing bot the feavs, and als fo Drake t repentance T00ard: 

' Goth, . and faith: toward our Loeg/ Feſas COrihs. i 0k 
Þ HESE words were ſpoken by St. Pauli, in his ſolemn,” | 
| theticy, and: important diſcourſe t0 the'elders of the pb 
churches, when he todk his final leay&of them, - ' The Fr Pn 
was delivered and. heafd, "with, abun: hce'of tears: And indeed, 
there is ſometh th.in the latgiage'and matter of the addre/;. 
fo. tender-and: atRing, that be” muſt be: a. ſtranger” 'to''the ſofter 
feelings of the human heatf,. who car're dit, even now, Ky dope ye 
ſenſible emotion. Being happily, copſcious of kis. wit ideltty ,: BE 
A 5 the. diſcour Flr $0 | appeal. to themſelves.'c 


manner of life, a ne Toutin neſs of his dodtrine,” ; 
my he men been wiih, "and la on eur 
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nibing that wo pra bl 
em, f J7 


Ae prin. LO Pts 9 in publics bs 
Aon, 4 1, WL OERE. TT ok od, LI" And Gps Nirvy polile's'e: pie "(Fe 
1 intend & tQ urge DSI ou 'this day— afice ta. 


a Gal, an fetbapwant our Lond Teſin re, 1 
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 cepliag to the.order of the orgs and the 


MNtance toward God. 
toward our Lord Jeſus Qtuit— 


CE 18 Swatd Gaa, becauſe bs i is the party offended rad 
- waned -our fins.and ttanſgreſſions. How can 7 do this great 
"qvickedneſs, ſaid-Joſeph. 69 oo againft God ?-In the affair 0 bod 
" tionand ſalvatrop; ] | is confidered a&a Mediator between 
God and wany..to elidftipe ph and. ein between them, 
' What repentance toward od 18, 1 comprized. in he ſol- 
lowing; definition, given; by an. re oh bithc our church : 
«. A-change of mind,—a conviction that's Pen done amis, ſo 
«.2astg;be.truly. ſorry for what we' have ns. and bertily with 
« we. had no done. a 'True Hy maine as it takes Toi rife ch 
hin, chai tid, WW ich 


you acl TS: da this important PAnFes 
neceflary for me to poitit out ſome of the particular ins 
Contained in Tap force wed ON; "That confine ” 


fel Ep zOtha o So Ga) Jos pi 
achions, or negligence we'may have been guilty of. 
rreat, or unconimon, thirlg ar'all, for the moſt norori6us 
* , and finners'to dg.” Mow oiik do we hear thoſe, who yet 
| continue io Gn and*unpebitence, - confels,. with'their lips, ** 

ye left e thoſe. things, which ' we ought to have d 4s 
[A have one thoſe things, which we' op ethaphr roth Gate 
we believe the omniſcience of God, wecannot have the efff 

y [10 bing, that we haye- Spa th c 
forb: 7 his holy law ; 
'Our confeſſion muſt be attended wah 46 As 

ruil DS Cn er.of thoſe ations: *Til 
men confeſs, SE their rongues, that hep Giom 1 
have finned, yet they ſee io great'evil TICS His, or | 
'* "Thout to make excuſes and. uhoſogies for themſelves, 
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rf enefall a5 une Th thed. and re rdlefi is tonſe 
PB heed bel fit was'a bes. har mlef Us" ra 
a4. n6r- ſee Fg "of rega rd Its, "And is m6 oY ng £. ahappy condition. 
i lene: Sig wh wane WWF, keel 
| Toh in the,itench a Oliution C *hi ir f d.i 
gate Et of hell Cw a ets 5, 
pins of you are. w wigulh blinded by the devil, and your own Hearth, 
fo that you eſteem fidni j cn gainſt the eternal God, 25 the mereſt 
trifle ? —D, tay 65 i« This was but: ſmall fault==znA d thot . Co 
«not be wk" amifs—y6u. wiſh you may never do any LY 701 
« that.” ———Or our @ will axcuſe » ourfelves arid fay,.: "W's 
*211 frail creatures—every man has his foible,. or or; [it Fon the 
«fect of paſſion, and ny « do yotls Wings we had.no ill de 
* we. meapt ng. harm, Xe, ooT are IT erg ond drink, Xue 
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ty... yy awful No) Fe [s) bs 
your note will be vaſtly changed i nal 
*chapged quickly 1 into meurnful, per Aſhons of your 
Jou. will ſoon lift -up your eyes in hell "od pour fort notes. 
mentation, mourn g and woe toall nga You; Ns then: 


« TQu1,c/ 


every "at that d& th evil. « G01, 


W's Ralf 04/0 #f ſuc a ane, as gorth o on s Bull i in bis we ane 
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NO Ns 8 not for ates 
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"what excuſes you. pleaſe, ,your-excuſes- will never hide yo rt 49k 
 thaugh1 thou waſp thee. with nitre, and take thee a Ph Ts Aa 
T2 is, marks before me, faith tt Lord.” . MF 00] 
F# ves ; Thorpe | Is. anoth er ogg mn Trpopemer:- wal 


fo F +3 
MO in ; he "te to ion ng _ Jon 
: Vile and loathfome does His fin then ap 
confiders, how wilfully he has pe 
Mercy and repeared Pry Fr 
when he refles on his i Irrational, 
obedience againſt his Maker, and Preſerver. hi Yi 
- him jn his mad career, and ey 9a we om the--paths or 
Which, he now plainlyiſees, were leading him. down to t ie { 4 
vaults of hell and ruin, Till pravni,h are. brought... I. 
the inner 'will not forſake his _eyil praQtiges.;—at .cill L.1 


are forſaken, there is not the ſhadow of any. true mg fance.. 
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2D Are Ai me bef 
vis Diu PR Lge their 206 
—3ll_ their re pentance if not | 
i foreheads, w ety: refuſe Bl Luſh. for the 
t be i heyy down to hel] : ©, For-the 9,/hall / a;l a. 


7 the tzrme of their, w fwation,” ty ſpall e "caſt 
'S, Ant her SO”, fo rue. repeſance i 18 deep Jorrow and 
of of. heart.— ) fr Is, a. 'epenting k er I, 'vrought'4 down and 
S 0401" ag 1s.no. longer. frothy, » Yan ty, rrifling, "amidft A 
ere of giddy, companis IO. You: will not . t find hiar among ſuch. 
nt xather folemn retirerent,, 'hemoaning ths wretched ſtate. 
The (pt ; yg of his grief ne GPEn,, and many. ate the painful - 
and forrowful reflections of his heart; "on his $_ patt, irrational con- 
Jac, © O what haye T.done 7 ſays "he—To. what a Rate have 1 
brug ht. my recious "ſoul! what a >fooliſh—what an u agodly 
wre Ch, have Then! 'When' he views the diſmal Teeng of infernal - 
hs Kin OP ArE "he juſt Wages ,( of fin, 0: what ſorrow, what 
Tea eſs an and eremoling. of heart, eſt theſe ſhould be his everlaſt- 
dn, le eſt devils ſhould” be kis future compay ni0ns.-0r rather, - 
A len; and the burning Jake, His everlaſting. abode, 
” Before this, in the time of his Rupid' Jeourny. and. carelefineſs, 
' he Fncoferhat thought, there F.3 no Ti ger—that God n 
would {Bo fo rid as Wo damn” fuch : oy h 3 :þ whe <] 
\ his eyes art n to view. thin in a more ult"an x4 ro it, 
and he fees ts JeſtruNtive HIeee as well As the (i ppc bg 
; 08; the caſe is vaſtly altered. 'H6 now "fears that the holy and! . 
' tremendous God, 'whom he lias fo highly © offended," will for ever | 
"caſt him off, and have no mercy on bim.” He ſors it. will be a... 
 wotider of mercy indeed, if eyer ſuch a wretch' 2s he be ſaved, if 
ever the Lord ſhall pardon, and receive ſy ch. rebel. into favour. | 
"Such a bleſſing, he'can hardly hope for : i he is afraid he never ſhall 
obtain it. "This grieves. his ' heart. and trouble and anguiſh pre- 
" wail againſt him. © What haveT done'? Taid” 'Tepenting Ephraim. | 
What have 1 done ? ſays the penitent ſoul; Into what a deplora-- 
- ble. ſtate are T brought iyCaif ?0 why.” wretched mortal that T 
' am, did not confider theſe things long ago, and not haye thought. 
Jefsly and Gringly rulbed, on'to: this diſrnal precipice of everlaſt- 
Ing ruin 22 Such a) pprehenhons fire the Guher with indignation 
"agair i hitholf—exics him to'the greateſt earneſtneſs in imple- 
not e divine mercy; and to dread the commiſſon of fin, as hell 


"Hare I would obſerve, that this repentance. yh © be Leſcjiel; 
ig is ovmmonly called a legal FEpEmeanee, becauſe i it ariſes from the. 
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TY , Of, God ar ny Gs And 1s .it'not hug! / ug: for you 
wh er op 26s Fa K WY þ $ dnſs þ is hs wg neceſ- 
| Lace F Lol Wb. oj end turn 


fu. Ways, 4 2k ho among [As the ure of crc relig 7 
n? Are yo A nt in the means of grace, eording. to the 
JireCtion kf co To id of God ? .Or, are not many. of. you cone. 
ſcious that 'you aye not done this? You {till Sit fn | in fin, you. 
allow yourſelves in ſwearing, lying, drunkenneſs, and, other: as 
ot Hebetinn ; and neglect. duties, which are plainly commanded. 
J that conſcience may. {mite the guilty, and wound his hardened 
neart, 
Have you wdtned from fin,. with forrowful confeſſion, Epi. ; 
edging with pajoful ſenſations, that your practiſes haye been vile | 
and abominable in the fight of God ? "Have you been ſo feelingly 
enfible of guilt, that you "could, as it were lay. your-finger on your. 
ores, and cry, uncleatt, unclean ! Have you turned from.fin. with . 
hame and confuſion of face, and with aſſonitbment at yourſelves, 
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_—_ £5 Bandit eut in the face of Ne er! 
4 hn oh ri nd Fe he 
50 Forts 7 hearts ſh; 
Bs be road $A alt he fre ed from | t 
Cy. to” rs yel 1 ans on Te! & at obey .not th 'L 0 Y el. 
ve frovg 2, can Joup 1 hearts 6figure, whe the Lors all ax; (7 
Yeoh inft you, in all'the' terrors, of an armed man ?.. es he 
ou an: rt Reed, or' canſt. thou, thunder. 6 a qi 

"him ? Canſ} thou're itt his: fury, quench the lightaings of his ire, 
''or repel the thabdering Yoke ? 2 N@, . your Rrepgth-1 is but.1 weak. 


nels, Kay you'mpſt be crbthed before the moth: Therefore now 


repent and be convorered that all your fins'n may be blotted o: out. - -, 
+ *My brethren; if you have not tutiied Hig all your "Ok. with 
"humiliation, grief and ſorrow, your condition, at preſent, 18 aW- 


"fully dangerous, and truly. deplorable... | Where ever. you fit or 


_"'Tarid, in this afſembly, you' are under the guiltof all your offences 
and are every moment expoſed t6 the donation of hell. Not one 


of aff your multiplied franigref ions are pardoned ; and death will 


*Fhortly arreft you” and carr you intd the inviſible world: C {pirits, 
etch 09 "will be caſt Into the infernal” priſon, and laſhed: to mk 
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wheel objuſtice-to ufer' | 
the:holy- law;r.and:for « Gighti ve $TACLOM oath 
ug: There: twill be weepi paxzrll tro | bn | mar ever.andiBvery. d 
This *dreadfabdovmican 'beavi ided-only by repent ante toward Godpit © 
o8daith towdrd out Lord Your: b1iffh + Phe /orme). of theſe being, > * | 
US. hs, now 4b hr oo, to the./atter,, as: dunder-the? 4 . 
__ and noſuage oi Wouhs Sur. | 
RE an is20wnnd Godybtoxute the offence of FIR Eg 

niitted )agdinſt hjavs ſo tallkh' is toward -our: Lacd. Telus Chrifk.; mm 
_ nwazhe; who, coming -mtg-the\ world, in the charaQer of: a: 7 
dixtor\between |- God: 6rd \ RAT + + hath. brought.in an everlaitud 
right hreouſhe(s; made an! atonement; 4or fin.” and-ſatisfied \the.des 
. mands: of living juitioe Þ thai God may nu be jute and. the jults,. 
os of all that between Feſur:”  Chrift' is therefore-the: object - of - 
faith. Butinex _ the nature'of this pony ops notice. 
not only its:obje@, bu alſo'its a&ting3.. { 
When Tay thac/Chiriſt/is whe object of, deith., L mean: awknchrd i 
all that he did 'and: ſufferediifor XS Ar and-falvationof-- k- 
men; and\alkthofe doctrines and truths; which-are immediately : f 
contieQed: therewith...” The whole:ſcheme of redemption by Jeſus! , 
Chriſt, and pi thats of-Juitification by faith mhis; 2 
blood;- ig:fout © fallen; and-ruined+-ftate of man.” For® = 
«Af man/had nov fallen , Chriſt-had not died.” « oDbo fallen, guil. 4 
ty and joſt-ftate"of mankind being ſoit Y d with the 


ſpel-ſeheme of redemption ; ion through Cs 
ſrandeth-on this ; ground, then the finful- condemned and loſt ſtate © 
of man. inuſtbe-mchuced inthe GC} of faith/;' 'otherwiſe'wethall 


u$#eX Lifeover the neceſſity of a Saviour; and: ſalvation: would be: 
roforce or meaning; Thevbjet of-faub includes: alt: 
the #raths; which are to: be: believed, bur mereeſpecially'rho/e;\ 
which relate'to the mature abd tate ofewan, andthe perſon; offices! 
_ aritwork of Chriſt,.as the Saviour 6fiman fron gujit and condem.. 
nation, and from the power arid/ pcllutioriiof im His name: was | 
_ Gulteu Fevs,* bucdute be ſhall fave bir prople rum their fence © '' Ac s 
_ eotlitigiy'we' read' "that, he aces 75 came-t0:/ave that auhichy = 
:r of * And I-confider thisas'the firſt: Part of xl evbje of ifanthj> 
_ beeduſs wingtl our loſt and miſerable ſtares/trabytigjieved;/theitid.» 
mils of 2 NG little ep” ot oy th are hoe, 7 
"The hot ſeri ;ptures al repelitg 3 Rk as belplets;/ as wells w, 
as condeinned' and loſt.” "This is therefore. another. part'of the”. - 
ject! of faith.” "And it is of the greateſt neceſhty,thar 7% Sw, 
_ be ſoundly: veliched;” in” order to: umn the wy IRR bumble: our 
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1g Ind, . We read. 

Pen I wing: min, whoreby 

of Je + Chriſk. +\ But until'a fin-- 
W; v-deſpair of All" 


> RE. 
hho wt 9H: hol $1 


_ "Phe kt andbephsats'of may. gig beter, Spot 
the proſpect to: the main jet of 7 - which is Jeſus' Chtiſt, 
hrough whom pon iſe” oat rare offered frealy 0: the 
eateſt 2atedily onda dathe. tered” 
figs. 7 his 46\'9 faithful: omni 9-pro Apoſtles; and: ty 
olfih/ 2cceptation, that. Feſus: Chriff came intathe woll #0 fav, 
of whom F am churfo''sYhis is the\recoxd,.. ſays +St.. Joh; \God: 
given.unto:us eternab life-dn4thin\bf2 is a" his Son«- Him. hath.- 
God fet forth for: a' propitaation,;” through faith- 4n_ his-/blood;. to: 


declare. bis rightequineſs far the: remaſſion of: fang'y-—— To: declare. 


his righteouſneſs; that God might be jufty and the juftifier of him; 
that belreveth: in Fef us. God may be uf 0c uſtifying behevers,: be. 
cauſe, by the'fubſtitution: of the:San'sf Goofy the. Dis of ſinners. 
the aha demands of juſtice:are aaſwereds And thatbe did.ſub«; 


ſtitute himſelf. in the room of finners-is ciarly. afferted; by. the-pro:- 


phet Ifajab, Chap. litt.:5,. 6; m5 He was wounded foro 
66 greſfions,. he was bruiſed forio ur: iniquities .:. the 


« of our peace was ipont him, ;anÞ by bis ripes: We: are: healed. 
« All-we like ſheep have gone aſtray;;: we have turned every. one- 


«| to lis-own way, _ the Lord bath. Or? Rags Y: oh 


« us all.” E941 LEMEED) {S136 "0s #7 & 0s ris rH C YBIYTEE; 
The Lord.feſas Chrilty having/f it f in room 
_ fuifilled, all righteouſne ſs; and dying in our Read, ax procus. 
pardon ;fox "Our ſinss-ifhies out-a proclamation: th loſ and. 
he'pleſs finners-to-come »tÞ him. for kelp.and- deliver 


this aſſuratice, that; whoſoeves cometh. unto. him, heavills in no- 


; wiſe reje +. or caſt, out«: | Sa that wehues che heſinndubur ft. 
dation for:faith toward him. IL: bag 4916551 405 foe; 
 . Put as by our\apaſtacy; . of + fall frora. God,'-we became. not. only. . 
avilty and condemnedgbut:. -and yafit fox-the enjoymenk. | 


of Gad and-bearenly happineſs, this.rendered [ſomething elle. Ne- 


ceflary-: tq* complete our. redemption'and :falvation, . than, @ 


and exemption: from; pugiſhment, Chriſt.Jeſus, wg thete- 


ſore made proviſion for the purification of our. degenerate. 


ag\ well-as for the expiation'of guilt... The power-of, Chriſt then, 4] 
' to reneW: our-hearrs and rlponils us from all: Fans defilement—to--. 


break off the- boxids of corruptions :and/deliver us. from the power 
and Sos ot fin, walls; SO ec. of faich4om2ed Our r Lord Jeſus 
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Chriſt,” And unleſs we'be deliyered; byhim. from the pollution, 
love aad practice of 6n,. we muſt remain expoſed to'that wrath'sf 
God, which. 1s revealed irom” Heaven” againft” all digedlifeſyind 
unrighteouſneſs'of men. This purification is'alſo held" forth, tid 
promiſed, in the word of God, | as-a principal blefling of refenip- 
tion... +. Then will I ſprinkle cleat water upon you, arid you ſhall 
6+ be clean ; from all your filthineſs, and from all your idols will 
« I cleanſe you. | _ A new heart alſo will I give you, ahd'a niew 
+6 ſpirit wYLT put, within you and'l will take away the ſtony heart | 
«« out.of your flefh, | will give you a.heart of fleſh: And Þ will 
« put my ſpirit, within you, and cauſe you-to walk in my ſtatutes 
« and. ye ſhall keep my judgments, and do'them.* ot 
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whrough Chriſt. And this. is the next part cf the aftings 


' +89: but 10,Che; i/, and that his righteouſneſs 3s the only'ground of 


> Loxd Jeſns,:as our prophet to teach and guide, -our Ppriclt to'atone, 


- And, our, king to- rule, and govern. ;_ and we chearfully 'confent'to all 
the. terms 89/pe, witho t reſerve.” And thisis that act of 


 laftiicond, 6 FIAT belplefes 4k hat  Chrilt is Fs only Saviour,” and 
\that. bis righteouſneſs, and only.his, is the Slubvaly i 1othg 
innſe-arapr guipcation, inthe Rs Gs And this full p 
n.of.t theſe. truths, or hearty 208 to ITY naturally brings 
"MPa $%5"- 36 94 

2A free conſent to, and approbation of the plan of falvation, 
of faith. 
We.now. hearvly approve -of this plan -of ſalvation becauſe 'we 
Clearly. diſcover,our: need of it; and Le. there 15 no other way, 
by which we.can-be ſaved. We approve, becauſe"this way of 
Aalyarion,,. through a Mediator, as eſtabliſhed in the'covenant of 
groce appears not. only. true in irſelf, by: gracious and neceſſary. for 
-45,7 |, And, this view. and approbation. leads A 3 dye: :order, t0 
the, * 

+ Part.of the aQtings: of fat -which'is (7208 ealley the clof- 
"ing a. Or it is that. point,in which aſſent and approbation terminate: 
and-that/is—5 To receive and reft upon Chriſt 'alone for tatva- | 
*. tionz. as he. is offered in-the” golpel. ”— would have you to, ob” 
. ſerve well the order and connedtion'of 'theſe atmngs of faith. 'Hay- 
. 10g. firſt heart ily; afſented to this truth, that we ire Toft'and' help- 
els. fingers z. and ſecondly believing that there is no "ſalvation for 


OPT juſtification. we are led. on to ap pprov” of this plan: : 40d then 
- necefſar y follows—tkirdly, that we ſhall. by divire aid, will. 
hghbt! ully caſt ourſelves ind the everlaſting intereſts of | 


ing ly and.d I 
..qur-ſouls, a8, the righteouſneſs. of Chriſt : "we chooſe it as all the 


ound 29uT. Acceptance with God- we chearfully receive he 


- Faith toward ,O1 ur BET eſus Ch wilt, 'by which, being juſtified, we 


have p wuh God”, Its a willity and ddlightful r=ception.of, 
- and pg on Chrilt | in all his TH: and" hearty conſent - "to 
: hr the. Fen gh, $06. « goſpel —Necellity Grſt puts the tout” in mo- 


© ecauſe no onewill-ever come to'bim till he 
he tout be loſt. without Him But when a 
; Fer an” intereſt” In "His 


Ch 


. il.; nth hat 


V% 


——— 


we are jaſttbed, and ſaved by faith : yet-we are-:;not t9c0n 


\ 


_ to:cut you. off-from. by ſelf-dependance,. and;to-znduce y 


Having ;explained,.the,gature, of faith/toward /our, Ls 
Chriſt ; before +; proceed. ts apply; this head,. I woul , 
or 4wo obſervations. tb of * 


1» ../Chough, he icoiptancs [LY in rapanced declarations, th oh Afos 
LF. of 2B 

faiths a$.if;ir werez ifs any meaſure: or» degree; the HY 

caale'of. Qur  pultification. 'a01d> ſaluatidn: No: ——Fhe Tighrapyne 


of. Chrilt 1s the fole and. exclufive- tnexitorious- cxule-of the/es, 7 
as this, tighteouſne ſis. the: principal and: moſt. immediate: or 5 


faiths; fo faith-has a peculiar” reference to it,—1xes. ON, Ks; And.a 
a$ aft inſtrument,: receives.and! rejtes: thereon ; . and 19; makes k 134638 

apPi;cation: thereokto. theiſoul; 3, atd. thus it 1s: made-ourgf/by. 0b % 
futa;ioeg or, another? words) God imputes this: righteouſnels; 49; 
rheibeliever; oraccounts this; cas'though' ttiwere his owns and;.; 
he may plead ic in his.own't defence! aparaſtall charges: ob the. 
hw: ot warks: |. wAnd.ag-this s4ighteoulnels' of Chriſt i8/abfolutely. 
perteCt, and: equal to-all. way bem covenant of works,-or Saw of 


;:nocenct\required: 2: confequentiy;, the: many, who, is Intereſted | un; 
it,.by.-eans, of faith; ds WH wm the eye'ot: that law Ang 1 18, 


juilified:and legally acquitted, —and, entitled to eterhab lifes! .-;- 

12; E:would': obſerve; that: AS5 truefa' the purities the heart and; 
works by-iove-:- {o:the-purity. of our hearts x10 intentions, ; mani-: 
feſtad by aholyz -uniformly: obehient life. and converſation, are/the; 
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brix Tag and;moſt ſubſtantial +wygence\ 'ol the truth and-"ſaundnels. 
of :ourfaithi And indeed allprectentions to Hith and: an intere(}. 
in Chriſt. withour: theſe; are vain and idelufive: ' 


Hts apr tet to fir Tr mg contrined _ 
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Lord J Jos Chriſt ore Hand I allo bes yp 


-of you are the:{ubjeRts ofiit ?—Knowyouwhat'ir is Lame convin.. 
:ced of: fin! anghts 


be-painfyilyi-ſenſible' of-yourToſt, 'and>helpleſs 
ſtate; by. nature and:} praftice®> Have: you ad fuch viewsof this, as 


NCE w..0 ap* 
prove of the ang revealed v9 po which is by 


- kie Fair of Fefus CHIU i  not'by ork merir'of y works? 
Have you: earneſtly and difigently loug L | 


- And-haye» you, been. prey 4 aps. yourſ, 

concerns;'by- faith,” on the al ſoſkcient'? Tigh 'S' 
tdeemer ?” And haye you, in-confequence- of this found 
peace to. your: weary ſouls ?— -Do you-tull cleave to hiym 
: only rock of Salvation ?—And: beſng riore-and- more: ſenſible of 
"your own weakneſs, and utter inability, in every: reſpe&, do ud 


We all times,. look to himy | as the Lord your righteouſneſs, and t 


LV. 2 ne 


d your ſtrenpt 4/Whit Es or- experience: have 
wo e things ?——Ifyoware ſtrangers to fuch experiences”. 


your caſe is' very forbidding I think you are ſtrangers'tb faith, - 
url the" power" of the goſpel: I believe every' real Chriſta is well. 
athted with'fuch arr experience; - =: y 
. Bat though every-truc believer: canteſtify FIR thoſe things ahh: . 
ſo; 6 yet we ought not-to- reſt thetruth' of our: faith'on any inwaid 
fellings whitever; |= For though-all the:people of Godhave inivard' 
teelingr, yet imwu#d feelitigs may. be, and often are.detufive;'There-- 


fore”2s: already hinted, a holy Fm obedient life is the \ſureſt ;eviZ | 
dence oF true faith. : Every: chriſtian grace, and fanhefpecially,* | 


is $v&f'to-mend and-purity the heart; and-regulatethe practice, ! 


acddribini to'the precepts of the goſpel :.and therefore, -our\Lord' 
ſalthy by" #h#6s'fe uits\ hall ye know them. By this'1 wie are we'to judge” 


of- dean by the Atl muſt we 6d gs ourlelves:: / Faith, af it' 
bath not wvorks, is dead being alone.'. Þ-believe you willnot fndany- 
place in feripture, where pgs is directed tojudge'himiclf.' or: 
attother,'by'his telling a good: of - experiences. pr:ſpeaking 
with an air:of confidence, or wha e he makes uſe of loud, pathe= 
tical and'affecting expreſſions,..or ſheds abundance of: tears /\ and 
ſuch like, No *=the fruit:is the: conflant criterion, or mark, to 
detetmine; whether. we are wt the faith, or:aot.-;If we have a true 


faith; We are bor nt of Ged;; /and he-that is/forn:0f God doth not 
commit Jon: and every. onethat haih thr. hope inhemy. purifueth. 


nfelf, even as het pure.., And/on.the other hand, Hethat:com- 
 mitteth fin, is of the devil. The people of God'are daferibes; Every 
where by hed olineſs:of their hearts. and lives; butchiefly by their 
as being the index of the: heart. Bleſſed are-the undehiled in 
's'the Pſalmiſt, avho awalk #n the law of the Lord :—thas 


ao ies, and ſeek him.awith their <wbole hras t.| - The y alſo 


win " ty, they xuvlk inte. WiYS. »  Pfal. cxix..4, 2.9. It 16 evi 


nt! thei {ow _ tha lives .in/ the practice of. any: known fin, er | 


y known Rury,/1s deſtitute. of a living taith.j 


"2 King ve ko ant bedieut life is | the sureat'evidience of « true faith 
«and Fired the Oats lh BON di Qs a. man/to judge! himself, or another, 
'«« by. beings Eoohpiory pf experiences, &e.” . 1:donot mean that professors, 
in examining ard judgin g theme w. / should | lay rg ztress at all oa what they have 
inwardly EXP +2] do zl! expert nce.—No=by no means. ' As faith and 
love;* &c-” are not the: spontaneous growth of nature's garden, wut'an implantation 
ko; oy nf we/musr have some knowJedge how we came by them; if we do 

rogly paggets them.: And every man who now has them, will be able. to give some 
t of the mannet of his ob: 'aining them: and will have a present experience, 
in his 5m ils ths ms, ww gags: OY, power ne operation. ——Bur as: Gere” are coln- 
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ra 
bak I conclude, with an piers to the ature of the 
great goſpel duties:of reþih tanct {ward bed/. and! fatth. toward-- 
our Lord Feſus Chrift, as the only means, — which you can, con- 
iftent with the common belief and profeilion of the country, efcape 
the. damnation of hell. Our blefled Saviour repeatedly declares, 
Except ye:repent,. Fe- ſhall all-likewiſe periſh; and, + He: thats - 
«« believeth not, : ſhall:be. damned.” .,Of cooſeque ice, if, ye obey : 
nog ith ſe great golpe, precepts, you muſt expect a. very fearful 
110g, in | that t Yo: wi en « the Lord Jeſus ſhall. be Gelied 
c. from heaven, with his mighty angels, w flaming fire, 26 taks. 
6 _ yengeance on them, that know 1 07S 30d, and obey not the gol- 
oF, Our. Jon bi [a Ni, all be } nithed- with ever- 
ot $ re pre es 5h the. ord, And the U wy 
od. C andeth all men, every. where, 
at(-0 CY eg PHD iN Ment)” rn 
fe fearful and un dehicvingy i 1s to.have their Fes 
ce th th fire 38 {KEY I {ſhall cloſe 
" | e FP Te Biefea Saviour—* He that believerh "on 
h everlaſting life , "but he that believeth net che Nas 


c gb not Roa life; Boo age FG wrath - of. Goc | abideth on him. *—— bo pos 


it we may all f a repent and believe, as to live a life of prace het : 
nd of. glory here: Ker—is my fery yent MIS, to Ges, througn our 
nd fe SE. wa ons tar tt, 


On the Mediation of Chris Jexus,” Abuome 
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Por there is one: God, wp one Iioadute bturen Galant men, them wa 
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my Th $1 Minit NOTE 
” awÞ his I rat St. {uy FP REd 
Hog "of his" 

2Þ raptor” 'of 


a mee for ok FI i are to ow Een et AER to have 
ptions of the tg pel, andits | enuine tendency A he, after 

NF" oh Red his ſon imothy and a } ning the. reaſon. why "he 
had: wy t him: at Epheſus, proceeds imme tatel to OOTY 1n. 


”- $2 4: 


this very PONF =n— © Now the end of t Fa 4 rand ient;” That" is, 
Fr "ola goſpel, is love? "As if he had ſai id,-- The goſp et is fo far from 
itaty PE againſt holineſs of heart F life,'s UE RETS Aicence 
x ans e ori the law/of Ged;-=that, onthe conit arys, it tends to 
. Inſpire a temper of mind direQtly. oppoſite to all' fin" and” ungodli: 
| neſs, even a principle of holy, Lap LOYF, and all the genuine 
.. expreſſions of zt, proceeding from a pure h:art and a g1od conſriences 
. which are beggtten, ſupported. and animated. by.: a true unfeignes 
faith. 
+ This 1s the excellent tendency of the goſpel, when cordially em- 
'Sraced, and ſteadily adhered to :;—- but ſuch as /werve or turn 
eway from zt, under a pretence of zeal for the law, or good works, 
- and, inſtead of holding faſt, and preaching the-doQtrines of grace. 
are entertaining their' hearers with. moral harangues, called vai! 
Jjanglingss will find that ſuch- preaching 1 is ſo. far from promoting 
hohnelſs of heart and life, that it tends rather: to foſter the pride 
and folly of human nature, and to Keep. men alleep in fin and 
carnal ſecurity. 
The apoſtle however is no:enemy to-the law. He acknowledget 
that bo hows ; is good, and may be uſed, or preached to. very good 


purpole——pot 5 as oppoled to the ge/pe/—but ſubſervient to i, hs 
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»of the faith; and falling 
*had' done, who vice ran well, -and ' bid | fair for the-kingdom of 


*lirft 'or greateſt mma 
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Us ny 
defgn py the law. 18 to: pve mankiad tbe kntwledge of finmmn—to 
urls them under a"fenſe of their- guilt and*wretchedneſsj and 
thus prepare and diſpoſe the mind for a ſayin; reception of Chriſt, 
and free falvation, through him from the puilt'and*power of fin. 
And moreover, the law'is intended to guide theteps of wrvicks ty 
and to ſhew 'them'b:ww hey o1/ght to wolk and' io pleale God. 

But as legal: i/n is to be.avoided, on the one hand. fo'\is antino- 
mioniſm, on" the © other.-- Timothy 3 1s therefore cHarged—#6 hold 
the farch, and a good, con{cience. For as a good'conſcietice" can 
Prop perl ſtand on no' other ground, but" a 2-16 Faith, = 1614 irrug 
faith will. lie 'on no other ev that's good conſcience.— And that 
Timothy might pay the greater regard to this'charge, and: not'put 
aſunder what 'God hath joined together," tws recent examples are 
Held up. to his view, by way of caution and warning, Hymerierus 
and Becadbr... Theſe two- ap6ſtates are mentipned by name,” as 


" Hoving made ſhipwreck of the faith, through want of maintaming 
a. god con[ctence,——or, by | putting” it AWAY O that'®all 


-profelling Chriſtians would take warning by: theſe exam ples, 
and learn to pay a a particular attefition'to.;this apoſtolic: injunCtion, 
#0 held faith and 2'gv9d conſcience Hor no \exaQteſs, in the' former 
will ever compenſate for a deficiency, inthe /atter.—If a good 
conſcience does'not fit' at the helm and'ſtcer; the veſſel, faiths will 
Toon ſuffer ſhipwreck.” upon the rocks 'and: ſhoals ob ſurrounding 
temptations ; Ang all” that precious 'treafure will be: Joſt; wiich, 
If properly guarded by a good look vute 31 have" enriched the 
owner to all eternity. 

The apoſtle therefote- proceeds t0® charge "Timothy; -qlac ly 
might charge others alſo, to obſerve:and 'maintaina di ;ent and . 
vizorous performance of all religious and relative} cuties; as the 
deft means.of f ſecuring. himſelt and others from making ſhipwreok 
ito that wretched ſtate, which-others 


heaven.” <I exhort* therefore; that 61ſt of all, * as at ty.of the 
griitude, ** that” ſupplications; 1 prayers;-inter-- 
<« ceffions*and? giving of thanks be made fop all men?” Not. only 
For ourſelves! "but ofherg—and- eſpecialiy” »for./eivii rulers. 4 For 
« this '$06d" and: agceptable- -n- the fight:of God'-our: Saviour.? 
A8'our Shviowr God is the great guzreian of 'the civil and religious 


"rights of men; 'fo'it 4s: not* A Rey that his \miniſters-or: people 
- -thould -ever violate. or diſturb the: peage'of ſociety, on afty pre- 

tence whatever; but to pray or ail in every ſtation, and conduct 

: themſelyes 1 in ſuch A | 

ner, as mifhthave"the- greateit tendency to":do;, honour. to:their 

| religion, and lo conan, it to others, mat wk allo Fad nk 


peiceable;/ orderly and-irreproachable man. 
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induced to embrace it, and receive. the. ſaving benefizs of it... By 
ſo-daing we ſhall not qnly promote .our,ourn hapj ooh ,.but alſo 
the benevolent deſign of! Gaa own, Saviour, z. 5 WA0 WH nave all 
men to be ſayed;; and;cope unto.the knowledge of truth.” —&A.s 
he wills the falvation.of a// men —we. ſhou'd pray.tor all ren and 
. endeavour,' by words and deeds., to hring them to know and-Jove 
-'the truth of the goſpel, , 25 a neceflary prerequiſite\to they attain - 
-ment-of ſalvation, MY. ono, eas a his. ae ad 
>:++;1 have ever. made-it a,point, inal my;preaching, .to:;ayoid_ con. 
troverſy.as much.as poſſible 4, but{kere.l.beg leave to ſay, that I do 
.notadmire that interpretation,., giwan.by {o:ne, which. explains ai/ 
- men, t0.mean only ſome men—ſome of all ranks and,nations. This 
.making of a// men to.fignify only fome eau. appears to me very 1n- 
; Accurate -and/unprecedenteds. In my judgment, the meaning is, 
that through Jeſus Chriſta /ufficient provghor is. made for the fal- 
ation oli all, in the-moſt unhmuyed ſenſe—that,muniſters are there- 
fore authorized, without aay . lecret reſerve, to;publith and offer 
-4t'to all, and make uſe of every motive to induce al, indefinitely to 
receive the benefits of the:Redeemer's.death and. paſhon—and that | 
oh, who:know the truth, and haye experienced in. themſelves the 
-happy effets: of goſpel-grace, hould/heartily. conctir-in_the ſame 
[benevolent deſign, and. ftrive;to.promote the-ſalyatipn of all men, 
.as.far a$itheir' influence will extend. 5 For there 18 one: (od, and 
£*+ one mediator: þet.xeen iGod-and .men the:man. Chriſt Jeſus 
<..-who gave himſelf a ranſom for all.” Thus the connection ba. 
-4ween the foregoing verſes and-the, text is very! clear. and exident. 
: Qur:obligation.40: pray for. all, and God's; willing; the ſalvation. of 
gr admirably coincides with Chriſt's /giving-hunſel{ a ranſom. or 
.»,{No-principle of the-chriftian Teligion is, more fundamental, or 
of;greater:;moment, than that which my text comainsgr- That there 
-38: one God, cthe univerſal father of. the human, family, who is no 
zeſpeQer-of perſons,” and that there is one, mediator between God 
. and men,-. the:man Chriſt. Jeſus, who, having, , given himſelf a- 
| ranſom or ofl, : mediates-and- pleads, .not for his or that many, or 
 . "for ewv ofthis, 107 that. nation, but-his, kind, offices extend to; the 
©  » Whole race of mankind, ſorhatevery.man, that humbly catts him» © 


-ſelf-on Jeſus, ſhall receive the benefits of his mediation, in its-full 
extent. ; 2 36 26d Lewy? s, PLETE CRE ts OT” "H | 
- in gifcourkbng on the-words, I ſhall... 
1; Speak of the-perſon of the Mediator... +, 


. «e 


8 


= 


- LU. 'Shew: the neceffity of /uch a Mediator. between God-and 
1 11, .Point out. the ofhces of the Mediator. - And 


— 


\ 


ke ſome application... 0 \. FL oy | 
x} ov am wy ſpeak of the. perſon of the Mediator. 
In ſpeaking be the” pe fon of the Wphators I ſhall endeavour to 
vince, Y 1 rd : ! ; 
f Pp That h e is God. and; #8 83 Ng 

9" Phithe is man.” "9h that 'God' LET, man were both united in 
him, a bots Fekp Chriſt,;or God-man Mediators | - 

[= That Chri FJefis ts God, will appear from the following 
arguients, drawn from the ſacred Fecords ; and alſo from expreſs 
declarations. OH, 

(1) Tf he. that made all thitips $.is God, then Jeſus Chriſt js God; 
for St." John declares that all things were made 'by him. And Is 
Paul afferts' the. fame, where he fays, that 'all things were created by 
him, that axe it: ' heaven and that are an earth. wifble, and invifible : : 
and that kings were created, not:only by him, but 67 him. Col: 
1.- 16. ' But. that | &, who created and I all thefe things, 18 
God, adbitts of no. Map Aergore, cherk can be no doubt, that 
Chriſt is. 30d. Fee Bo ts 

(3) if all worſhip of the creatures is  dolitry, if i it 1s idolagbus 
to worſhip! any. "that by nature are mo gods, and if we are commands. - 
ed to u or ſhip the Lord God only, then Jeſus Chrift is the Lord God. 
Now-we find the. apoſtle R444 4 the Galatians with-their former 
idolat Y, when. they ig ſervice to, os worlhip ed thoſe, that by na. 

| ture were, no golls. And the fecond commandment forbids that any 
ereature of bettip 'ſhould be worſhipped, but God alone. | But that 
Chriff muſt be Toi ped, we learn, both by precept andexamp le. 
When the father Gitngerh. the Joft; begotten mto the world,'h faich, ; 

k It all the angels of Ged wor hip him, Reb; 1. 6. And this is the will 
of heaven, that all men ſhould honour the /on,, even as they honour the 
[ather. Accordingly we find, from the beſt examples. that divine 
worthip and'henour were paid to him.. His diſciples  worthipped 
him beidte his aſcenſion; . and Thomas who was not remarkable 
for credulity honoured him with the title of +« My Lord and 'm 
« Godz*! from a full conviction of his divinity. " And the angels 
Fa all the heavenly hoſts pay divine worſhip and honou rs to him, 
equal with the father. ' St. John anceſaw Mom, and fnry their 
FRet ſtrains,” « Worthy is the lamb, that was Alain, to receive. 

« power and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour; attd 
« olory, and bleſſing. And'eyery creature, which is in heaven. 
« and on earth —— heard | ſayin > Bleſſin and hon our, and fory, 
« be unto him, that fitteth upon ep thro Ne” Far en nb for 
« ever and ever Rom. v. 12. D'S: ” "If it elk be unreaſonable 

to ſuppole, that) the /aints and angels in heaven are guilty « of ido - 

 Jatry, bt worſhipping APs that x eng nature are- nd. gac £T-w ty is 


( 
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unreaſonable to fu rpoſe that Jeſus: Chrit-4 48 not (Cody Going they 
p rorſhip him. it it-18 reaſonable 'to ſuppoſe that theholy-angels 
are obedient to that divine command, "which 1njoins them to wor- 
ſhip the Lo:d God only—then. it is reaſonable to cohclude, that Jetus 
Chriſt psf the .Lord God. over rall | omns wah ever. rand 


_ ever. 


2200001 ar. | 
oy Jude calls lim, 2 7 he only Y wi] God var oy PO | St. Paul ſays, 
B09 god was man:iefled in fy fleſbr:—that he 5 god over all . bleſſed 
. for ever :—and that ke 1s the expreſs image of the father. So that 
whatſoever is in the father, muſt be equally in him otherwiſe the 
image could not be exprefr, as the letters and figures, in the waz, 
anſwer to thoſe, on. the ſeal... Hence our Lord fays, « He that 
- hath ſeen me, hath ſeen. the father aſo—for I and my. father are 
. .one-” . 
mah ſtyles him, «c The mighty God;: the WA "0l Father, 
#4 juſt God and a Saviour ;? and reprefents him! as ſins on. 
nners, ſaying, .** Look utto me and be ſaved, for 1 amGOD, 
nn "2 jr there is none elſe : and beſide me, there is no Savieur.”” 
_- The are not the hundredth part of the texts which expreſs and 
by the God-head of Chrift 7: for: 3. but enough has been {aid, to 
. convince all that are open to conviQtion, that kheis God, truly-and 
properly fo. Andifany are poſſefſed of ſuch a Cexterity in the 
+ art of logic, as to refine, and explain away the divinity of the ſon, 
. from ſuc Pain {cripture arguments and declarations, as have here 
been produced there is no ftanaing before their prodigious Mill, 
. and aſtoniſhing refinements. _ 
'£ome of my hearers may be {urprized, that I heye, contrary to 
EA” cuſtom, taken up ſo much time on/ſuch an abſtraR; ſub- 
But is there not : A "cauſe ? Tarn ſorry. to ſay. it, though it is 
nat that we livein a day, which is fruitful in error - and.many 
__..Mavelties are broached, and let out. greatly to the prejudice of the 
. goipel, "the peace of the church,” and the ſalvation o ſouls. . And 
. - among other things, 1am told, that the fapreme deity; or 'God- 
head: of our bleſſed Lard begins to be'called in Mx by ſome, 
Who would be thought Fs of the P;  otetant Epiſcopal Church. 
_ They are for elpouling the unitarian /cheme.—— I thought it, there. 
wi my duty to bear my Eon} us, ſuch pernicious and 


69 
? tichriſtian notions, and to endeavour to. eſtabliſh you.1n. a.the faithy 
once delivered to the faints.- - WS, - 
* There: have been, and L. fear" now. are, in'the' world AS many. 
difforent, 'opinions. about the Mediator, as there were concerning 
; him, —when. ſome: ſaid, be as Fohn_ the Baptif ——others—h: TA 
Jiat=—and/others he ts Feremias, or one of the prophets, ———$0 now, 
ſome-think he was-a ſubllitute, but not a /urety —others that he was. 
E neither fubſtitute nox ſurety, _ but fulfiled all. righteouſneſs, .and 
paid obedience-to.the law, not for. us, but for. himſelf—and that. 
his righteouſneſs. will do; us. no.more good, than any other man's., 
-Tt-is no-wonder iff men of this-ca/ ſhould loſe Gght & his divinity. 
For if he is not God, but a. creature, then. be was obliged to tulbil, 
the'creature's: law—and when. he: had done' it, - he: deſerved. no. 
thanks for. it—and could merit nothing by. it, either. for himſelf —. 
| ay others—he. was. only an unprofitable {ervant, —he had only 
done;"what- was his duty. to-do. —But if he is God, as the ſcrip- 
tures declare- then-he was under no natural obligation to fulfil the. 
creature's law, more than the father was :—thereſote what he did, 
in the capacity of God.men Mediator, was a work. of ſupererogas- 
tion,-and might merit jor vthers.— . _ _ 
Some concelt that Jeſus Chriſt is not truly God; but only ſo 7, 
. pa'f« But- what part; whethar one half or three Jourths, or not //o . 
much, they. cannot ſay;—fo we ate at a loſs to know, how.much ob 
the merit of our ſalvation we are. to attribute to him, and how. 
' mueh-to cur/elues,—Some will have him to be oaly a'man, though 
an extraordinary. good. man ;—others,--that he has ſome of the- 
anpelic: nature, but- far {uperior-to any. angel—and- -others- thiak- 
that he cannot be-a man. And thus they box the compaſs round, - 
till among\them all, they make him neither one thing nor another. 
Sch wild and extravagant work do men make of the Mediator; as 
{\6n.as they. leave the. plain {cripture' account of him, and affect 
i: be-wiſe above what is written.—When once we conceit that 
Jeſus.Chrift. is not truly. and eſſentially God—one. with the Father 
—the ſame in ſubſtance, equal io power and glory, ——we ſhake 
hands_with- 47245s,-that arch-heretic, and diſturber. of the; church's 
peace ———at the, next ſally. we meet with Sccinus, and take. 
lodgings .1n his chambers—and another ep lower, we find our. 
- felves in a Myhometan mo/que, and only want a little acquaintance 4 
with the 49787 to become. good 2: Nulmen + ;—or pefchay we. A 
may rather join a Robin Hood cl:cb,* 1nd altogether devy. the Lord . 4 
that bought us, and bring upon. our! elves ſwift deSructions. ro SIE IG:.. 
| But 1t 48 time that ſhew. | 
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2. That Chriſt. Jeſus, as our Mediator, was truly 'man, as well 
as God... This'will take up but little of your time. Ls} 

- My text ftyles him 1b, man Ch it FiJus... His body demonſtra-. 
ted that he was a.man. And it behoved him 1o-to be. 4 For as 
the children, *"7ho/e *ubo1; he undertook 10 redeem. were partakers of 
6 fleſh and blood, he likewiſe took part of the ſame.—And when 
« his diſciples'were terrified and afrighted at his appearance, alter: 
<& his reſufretion, ſuppoling him to be a ſpirit,-—He ſaidunto.them 
«© —behold my hands and my feet—for,a ſpirit hath not fleſh and |} 

_ © bones; as'ye ſee me have.” -—— Burt as I thall haye' occahon 'to 

« ſpeak-ſomething 6f this hereafter, I ſhall now . paſs,,on. to the,.. ' 

1 Head——where I'am toſhew the neceſlity of ſuch'a;Mediator,. 

| 28 was both God and man in one. perſon. 14 
This will appear from the following conſiderations. 1, » 

"1. That all men, having firned, and 'revoltea irom God, their 
rightful Sovereign, have loſt the divine favour and image—toriet-. 
eedtheir title to the heavenly inheritance, which was-promiſed on. 
ly to perfe&t obedience, —ſubjefted themſelves to the threatened 
penalty-of 'the !aw of' works, —the ftrokes of -juttice,—-eternal 
death, and the pains of hell for ever. 62fg 

.2 To man, in this fallen and deplorable ſtate, God, for the 
manifeſtation of the riches of -hls grace, determined to ſhew mer- 
ey, by delivering him from the curſe of, the law, and reſtoring the 
forſeited inheritance. But God can do nothing inconſiſtent , with 
the honour of his law and government .and the glory of his attri, 
 butes of Þo/rne/\,  juftice and tyth —The law had pronounced a 

| cur{Oox' all the breakers thereof, and declared, the /oul that fanneth 
 Jhall die —Die be, or juſtice ma, wheſe language is, 7 avill by no 
me ing clear the guilty. --— Of confequence,' before man can'be der - 
lvered'from the'curſe, /and reſtored, —the law of - God! muſt-be 
magutied by a perfect obedience to all its precepts, or there can. 
be'no'title to: the heavenly inheritarice :—and' juſtice muſt be ſa- 
tisned —or there can be no exemption from death and eternal mi. 
 Tery-—But man being a f.llen guilty and helpleſs ſinner, 1s inca. 
pable of yielding that perfeCt obedience the law requires. ; nor 
13.;he able to ſatisfy juſtice, without being wretched for -ever/and 
YER 7 Sent | PO La WIR," TP 
- » Hence ariſes the neceſſity of a Mediator to ſtand between God 
. , and fallen man, in order to..carry the propoſal of our falvation in 
. to effeQ :—o0ne thit 1s able to-make an atonemert. for our: fins; and 
datisfy the demands of juſtice, as our ſubſtitute as. well. as obey 
the preceptive part of the law, and thus both merit favours for. us; 
., ard an exemption from puniſhment. - But who is ſufficient for 
theſe things? —Neither man, nor angels, —Man is not ſufficient for 
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them. = _ God i is Ton a 'man. "tall Fs, 7 I thavkks aſlwer 
«him and we ' ſhould come. together in judgment, Neither 3 is 
« there any days-man. that might. lay his hand upon us both; IF 
* .0ne man fin- againſt, another, /ard FA the zudg ge ſhall judge him * 
« but if-a man fin againſt the LORD, who. thall intreat for him # 4h 
And the Pſalmiſt lays, —— None calt: redeem his brother, or give 
o God a ransom/or Sen == or are angels ſufficient for/this buſineſs, 
hey are only creatures of finite rank, and therefore incapable of 
ſatisfying infiite juſtice, or making atonement for, one offence a+ 
ya inſt an infinite Majeſty, —And as creatures they are the natural 
ubjects of the divine law, and perfect obedience to it. is their 
bounden duty.” So that they-.can merit nothing from Ged' for 
themſelves, much leſs for otherg—becauſe when they have done 


ail; that the law requrres of them, zhey A are unproftable fers 
Van ti. 


The Mediator between God and men, muſt theraſoum be bath 
God and man, otherwiſe | he cannot make up. the-breach, already 
opened between God and his offending. creatures.—Death is the. 
wages of fin : and death was threatened- againſt tranlgreflion.. 

Dut as the divinity 18 immortal'and incapable of death, vur cabs 
ititate mult be man, that he may die 1n our place, in oritns to dif- 
harge vs from the ,debt of dying. Accordingly, be taſted death. 
or every man. And 1t was alſo. neceffary that he ſhould be God, 

o give his ſufferings infinite value, ſo as to ſatisfy infinite juſtice, 
nd appeaſe the wrath, which is infinite. St, Paul informs us, 
hat Jeſus Chriſt took the human nature upon him —net the'na- 
ure'of angels, but of the ſeed ef Abraham that through death, 
h: might deft oy him, tht head th: porver of death. 

By the ſame unſpenk: able myſtery, I mean the union of the diate» 
nd hamian nature, in the perſon of one Chriſt, we regain alfa the 
favour-of our offended Maker and the forfeited inheritance of e- 
ernal life and- glory —So far as our Mediator 'partook'of human. 
_ the law had clatms upon him, But could have no claims. 

2 his devine natur'e ; and it is th's that g1ves dignity, worth and 

erit,'not only to all that he ſuffered, but to all. that he 19. 

The apoſtle ſpeaking of the law ſaith. © The law is not of faich'x 
' 'but the man that doth them fh1ll live in them.” | Eternal life was 
rom fed, by the covenant of works, on condition of pe: fect obeti- 
ace. |'The'ſame promiſe is ſtill in' force, and whoſoever can'pro. 
Luce a perfect obetience of his own, may ſtill claim eternal life” 
dy vircue of that promiſe. But we have finn2d'and forfeited all 
urtitle. - And how are we to get this title again ? We have no 
ach obedience of our own, on which we can found any claim to 
Wiat promiſe, And yet ſuch an obedjence we mult have, either of 


our own, or elſe i ina. f urety, or the gates of. heaven are barred 8 2% 
n gainſt us. | py | © Ag 
| Hence-it appears that the ative obedience of Chriſt Jeſus i#'a 
neceſſary. to-merit heaven for us;' as his' pafhve. obedience was to. 
exempt from puniſhment. All thoſe that truly believe are exempted 
From future ſufferings, or puniſhinent,. by the ſufferings and death 
of the M:diator, or his paſſive obedience : but' it is by his aFive 
obedience, ar his Derfactiy ob obeying the preceptive part of the iaw 
for us, in every. point, as our” ſurety, that the forfeited title 'to, 
Heaven and life eternal is recovered. | He'died, that we-might be. 
forgiven; and. he has ſupplied'a righteouſneſs by which we meric 
» beav?n., So that the original promiſe of life, made only on condir- 
tion. of petfef obedience, may now be. claimed by. believars, -for the 
ſake of Chriſt, who hath yielded-zt in our-ſtead. In our Mediator. 
bath che promiſe and chretening of the covenant. of- works are 
actually fulfilled : and eternal iife is obtained on the fame terms-of 
perte&-obedience, according,to the original promiſe, this do, and 
thou /hall ve; but with this diference ; that the covenant of works, 
Fequired: perſonal obedience, and juitice demanded puniſhment 
from the per/or of the off2nder. Whereas, the covenant of grace 
provides a lurety, and admits of his fulfilling all the requiſitions 
of the firſt-covenant in onr place. And on this ground/ftands the 
 doQrine of imputed righteouſneſs. And in this view 'Þ can'feo. 
no more abſur dity in imputed righteouſueſs, or that what Chriſt 
hath Jone and ſuffered ſhould he reckoned, or imputed to the be- 
Hever, than that the money. which Richard, as /ure:'y, pays for 
Peter the pronc pal, thould be placed to the account, and diſcharge 
ak: Peron: 
. .Andasit was requiſite that both this aF:ve a aſſt: FEI coliodiencs 
-Mould be.diſcharged in the nature of thoſe, who originally ought 
to baverendered it—this made it neceſſary that the Mediator ould 
be man, partake of human nature, and be made in.all things like unty 
bus brethren, fa excepted. But in order to give infiaite dignity, 
and SiGaite merit to all he did an: ſuffered, rhis rendered it neceſ- 
fary that he ſhould be God. Accordingly, we read; Gal. iv. 4 
oC Thit when the iulneſs of time. was come, God {ent forth his = 
*t —qavho was oe with him; made of a woman, "made. under the. 
44 law, to redeem them that were under the law,” And-2:Cor. v. 
79.21. «+ God was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelt, 
- 4 not imputing their trepafles, unto them —For he-hath-made him 
.*-ro be fin for us, who knew no (in, that-we might: ve- made; the 
£ righteouſneſs of God inhim *' 
HE. Lnow come-to point out. the oflices, which Chriſt Jeſus, 35 
Mediator, dilchuges, tor the redemption, ancabe ation and TO EaIvE« 
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tian of his Church,  For.thefs purpoſes he exerciſes the office" of 
a King, Prieft and, Prophet, _ It is through theſe he communicites 
all-the benefits of the goſpel unto us, ſo that we have acceſs uns 
| Godbere, by grace, and hereafter in glory... As Mediator between 
God and. men he fſaveth vs, atid that by exercifitig the three offices 
juit-mentioned.' But here a queſtion of great importance may ariſe; 


low does he ſave us by the-diſchatge of the duties of eath of theſe 


oflces?——That he Goth fo, is plain from all the doKtrina! Piet of 
the;opiſtle.to the Hebrews, . But in order to anfwer the q 
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clearly, it will be neceſſary wo call yourattention. to the preſent ſtats 
of mang//as/wretebed, and mierable," and poor ahd blind and nated, 
as guilty and condemned, and as. weak, helpleſs, without ff ength. 
_ * 1. Conſidering man as- blind and ignorant, having loſt the know- 
ledge of, God,. and the way of bappinefs, . wandering in 4 wilder. . 
neſs, and.as incapable of finding his way, back to the fold of God, 
as a poor-ſtraying ſheep, he Rtands in need of counſel, and direCtion.. 
And for this purpoſe the Mediator was inveſted with" the prophe: 
tical office, that he might enlighten, inſtru, dire&t; and lead back 
the wanderers from. their endleſs mazes of darkneſs. ignerance 2nd \ 
error, 0. the right way,-. which leads to_the city of kabitation, 
Chriſt Jeſus is the teacher. the prophet of the baly cathalic church, 
and-hath been ſo from the beginning of the world : for as God, - 
his goings {orth have been from everlaſting. And for this purpoſe all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge are ſtored up in him. He 
teaches the will of God to mankind, by his word; and favingly en- 
lightens the mind, by his ſpirit, that, they may know the things 
that belong to their peace. That they may know God. and them- 
(elves, and properly diſcern, wherein their true intereſt and hap. - 
pineſs cont _ And without this. inſtruction and ſpiritual iltumi- 
nation, no.man would ever. be the. better for the bleſfinge of the 
goſpel :—for he that is not taught to ſee his want of them, will 
never prize them or accept of ther. [This cffice Chrilt has exer- 
ciſed in;all ages-in yarious. ways. By perſonal appearances in a - 
bodily ſhape, -as-2 prelude. to his future incarnation : thus he ap- 
_ Peared tb, Abraham, Meſes, and others. | Sometimes he made uſe 
of the miniſtry of angels; and ſent/alſo his holy ſpirit to inſpire 
. the prophets with divine knowledge, that they. might” inſtruct 
others, _ «« Holy men of God ſpake as they were moved by the 
++ Holy Ghoſt.” And.inthe fame manner he qualifed the apot” 
tles to-be the inſtructors of mankind, after he tad come himfelt, 
2 light into the 4vor/d —and the da. ſpring from on hig/: had viſited us, 
fo give the knowledge of ſalvation through the rox21/hon of fins.” And 
lince his apoſtles, - he has left his word with us, and 2 ſucceſſion 
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*f_minz/ers to teach, explain and enforce the ſame, and has prd- 
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miſed. to. ?r with them eee even tathe end ra the world. And not. 
the 07d only, but his -only [pit it, 'is ſent'to accompany. the "word 
for all the ſaving purpoſes of illumination, and: conviction. \Phys 
he exerciſes the gffice of a prophet, a$'our God man, "Mediator." ; 
4/2: Again : in the ſame capacity he diſcharges his facerdotal, or 
prieftly oifins.” It was the office 0 ( rieſt to make an atonement 
for the {ins of the people. This th + id by offering the blood of 


he) 
. flain beaſts, .as bulls, calves, &Cc.. ivy WAS no real value in theſe 
offerings. only as. they were types and figures of the Lamb of God, 
who! in the end of time was to atone. for the. fins of the world. 
It was in and by the Human, pros, that Chriſt offered: him- 
ſelf for us. _God could not die 3. and the & poltle gnifies that 
' there Was 2 Nece eſſe ity that this man Rs Jomiuwhat » offer 3 3 ſomething 
that was his own; and theref ore a body 4s prepared for him. But 
:23 No mere man could. by one offering, . expiate the fins ofthe 
whole world. it was therefore through the divinity, that was united 
tothe humanity, called by the apoltle the eternal}; Can that made 
his offering up of. himſelf, a proper atonement, ſufficient to expiate 
for the king of mankind ; and thus he, as our prieft, took: away 
fins by the facrifiee of himſelf, when ke hung upon. the croſs, and 
"20ar: 7 us for. our tranſgreſſions and died in azonies and: blood. 
te poured out his foul unio deathz and bor the ſins of many—and t re 
emied us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us. © 
'$. Chriſt, as in. exerciſes, not only an external | rule, but 
an inward and ſpiritual dominion over the minds, ſouls and :con- 
ſciences of all his people. - -He ſubdues their hearts to, the obedi- 
ence of faith and Jove, and brings the thoughts, into ſubjeQion; 
WE the gracious actings of the believer, at anytime, whether in 
polition-to fin, or the performance of duty, are influenced and 
ded by his kingly power. And it is be, as King ot his church. 
that enables his ſubje&s'to make head'againſt ſin, the world and 
the devil, and to turn to flight the hoſts of hell, and'earth. \And 
mult not ſuch a King and Governor be God ? Certainly he muſt; 
or how could he ſearch hearts, and inſpect ; into all the diſpoſitiods 
thoughts and internal aCtinges of all believers, at all times, and in 
every part of the whole world, at the ſame moment ?—What faith I © 
eould a believer have in his protection and aſſiſtance, if he is not ll - 
omniſcient, and omnipreſent '—He ſays of himſelf, 1/zarch the © 
rts and Tens of men—And no man {i live by faith i in Chriſt, C 
35.2 king, who does notbelieve that all the frames of the hearc— | © 
the ſecrer ſighs and groans of the ſpirit—and all the labouritigs of 
the ſoul, [againſt fin, and after conformity to himſelf, are'all per 
feftly known to him. And influence on all the internal aCtings 
« the ſoul—an efficacious operation in eyery vor} and in every 
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temptation, is eſſential to the exerciſe of the ingly office of the 
mediator. And to deny the efſetitial properties of, divinity to him, is 
to.ſap the foundation of the Chriſtian religion, and leave it nothing 
but a lifelels carcaſe, without any ſaving power at all. 
. But when we view the Mediator as God-man, inyeſted with; 
and exerciſing all theſe offices, we have a firm foundation. for faith 
to reſt upon, and may be affured that be 7s able to /ave.to (be witer= 
moPs, - all that come unto God by him. It 13 by faith that he muſt be . 
received and ſubmitted to, in all theſe charaQers, that we may be 
favingly taught and enlightened by him, as/a prophet—juſtified by - 
him, 28 a prieſt—and ruled and governed by him, as a king, Thug 
{hall we bedelivered from darkneſs and ignorance—from guilt and 
 condemiitation—and from: the power and pollution of fin. __. * 
 'Tis a ſenſe of our guilt and condemnation. that-firſt ſets a /oul 
in motion towards. Chriſt, and in this reſpeQ, 'he principally re. 
gards him. as the prieſt-of atonement, and faith fixes on. him, in 
this capacity for.juſtification : and this. is what the apoſtle. calls; 
Faith in, his blood. . Co the blogd of the Mediator the Father looks; 
when he juſtifies and pardons a finner : and to.the /ame the fan-. 
n:r looks; by faith, that he nay be juſtified and relies: on this a. _- 
lone, excluſive of-all dependence in himſelf, ——Pyt had rot the- 
great. prophet of the, church krit opened his eyes, to ſee his 
neceſlities, the great high prieſt would have no. charms for kim. '7t 
is written in the prophet, they all ſhall be taught 0) God. And when 
any ones properly taught, by the word and Ipirit, to know him, 
ſelf-and his neceſſities, to diſcover a ſufficiency of atonement it. 
the. Mediator, and to fee the zracious and glorious plan of talvatien 
through him, he heartily approves of him 1n all his charaCters and | 
offices—ſo- that: he ſets-at his feet for in{tfuftion and illumination 


—and cheerfully {ubmits.to his yoke, as well ag relies 'on his blog 
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and righteouſneſs for, juſtification. 


_ .O blefſed. Jeſus ! ſaith the enlightened ſoul, to thee T look. from... 
the depths of miſery and deſpair, as my only he'per and deliverer z 
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on thy atoning blood and; alz perfe&t righteouſneſs do I caſt my. 


- 


ſelf, with all. my load. of guilt; that F may be ſcreened from. 


curſe of the law, the ſtrokes of juitice, and the. damnation of he 
—and reſtored: to the favour of God-and the forfeited title to ets : " 
nal life and happineſs, I am alſo fenfible. of my ignorance and thk.. 
darkneſs of my mind 10 that I Gare not truſt to my own judgment; 

or lean an my own underſtanding to guide an1 direct my ſteps j 
therefore reggn myſelf to thy teaching, that { may be led into all 
t-uth and duty. And I moreover, I take: thee for-my king and 
lovereign Lord, to quell wy enemies, which are too ſtrong for me 


—10 drive out, from my heart, thoſe legions of corruption, which 
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have taken poſſeſſion of it—and to-ſubdue every vower of my foul 
to cheerful and uniform obedience to thy Majeſty. Come, Lord 
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Jeſus, and reign Over me, an ' 1,0: j—aKke thy throfie m my 
heart. and have dominion over every motion there — [ras does 
the Mediator /ave us, by diſcharging the dutizsvf the three!old of- 


fice tht he ſuſtainsz— which /:/vati2n may be conprizeditr three 


words, iliamination,' juſtification and ſanctifitation.-—— 
"TY. EF how fhall conclude with Tome; 7 


APPLICATION 


<7, Is it ſo that Chriſt Teſus,'2s out Mediator Was paffiwel 

ent in ſuffering death, to free us from the gitiit of fin=——and ac- 
freely: obedient” tothe law, to ilives: us with a perfeQtTighteoul. 
neis -=-By his ſufferings, was he mate (in for its ? by his obedt- 
d&t:ceiare we made the righteoifnefs'6! God in him, */ Cor. v. 21; 
Yhen we may learti- from hence,  'Fhar it's asHeceffary- for our 
ſalvation; [thut, by faith, we ſhould Tay hold ow , what hedidz as 

of 'what he /ufereds We have certainly loſt our title 'to*heaven;, 
a6 well as rendered ourſelves liable to the pains of hell nor would 
this title ever be recovered, had not J»irfs Chriſt taken our place 

in 'aw. and, as our /zgal ſurety, paid the debt of-perfeQt obedience; 
which we owed to the law, and hereby redeemed ofir title. And 

| believe it is chiefly In this reſpe&; ' that he'is called rhe LORD 
our righteouſne/s, and that we'are faid to be made the'righicouſneſs of 
God in him.- - The righteaſneſt of Gid, beiug wrought out by the 
.God:man, Mediator, If our Mediator has not paid the legal debt of 

- er #3 cbedience Tor us. as well as taken an himſelf the /egabcur/ec; 
+. and if bbth'theſe be not-imputed to every true behever. 1 ſee nor 
©, Dow it 18 poſhble for any man to'obtain alegal-elaim to heaven, and 


p ' : - 


@ legal exemption, of acquittance from he!;. - 
. 9 I would have every rhan'to examine himfelf;” whether hs has 
received, and ſubmitted*to; the Mediator, -h all his offices, ſo as 
to have obtained the ſaving benefits of them 
_ © -Has this great prophet taken the veil from your hearts, and dif- 
_ - ;K6vered to you your fallen, giſt and wretched ftate, by-natur? 
+ and fin, in futh a'ſtriking light ſo as to alarm your fears, and to 
Make you ſerious, penfive, ard tneaſy-in your preſent miſerable 
ſtate? - Ygu could not reft as you had done, but you began to cry 
fer mercy, and ſeek the ſalvation of your poor loſt foul, You read, 
_ +t heard, and prayed, in a different manner to whatyyou ever did 
vetorcs But the more you prayed and uſed the mea; s of grace, 
tc more you faw your wretchedneſs and miſery, and your. utter 


mability whelp and ſave yourſelf— till at, length, in ſelf-deſpair, 


S | 


67 
your language was ; Lord ſave or 1. fe ih — Woe is me, for 1 am” 
ndene > YP theſe humbling views of yourlielt, dd you. (tall. 
wait on the Lord till he gave you a view of his priettly robes, 
thoſe garments of ſalvation, which were woven by hts own hands, * 
Wand dizd in his own precious/ blood. ?— You Taw the great high.” 
prieſt miking the atonement tor 'che ſins of the world, by his ſuſ- 
ferings in his own body on the tree,” This objec began to revive. 
your drooping ſ6ul and aforded a-gleam of hope. ' On vhis objet. 
Fol Bked your longing ey2s8—and' abborring yourſelf in dutt and * 
aſhes, and renouncing every plea beſide, you humoly ſaid, '*Lorg-, 
« Tam damned ; but Chriſt hath died.” © thatl may be ſpriykled- 
« with atoning blood; and covered with the roye of righteouineſs, 
« that the flaning ſword of juſtice may paſs me by, aud that 1 
«© be adorned for the heavenly-court. - On this you ſuipended all 
your truſt --here you took up'-your reſt, | and berg juſtifed by 
faith, you tound/peace- wich God, thro: gh Jeſus Curitt,- the one _ 
| M=diator between God and men, —— He appeared to you altoge' 
ther loyely/in very view ; and in every ChatraCter and oihce he was, 
pr=c1ous. © You therefore from that moment choig him'tor your 
&27, and bid him welcome ts the throne. in your heart 3. determine. | 
ing toFenourice all other lords, that had the dominion before, and., 
henceforth to obey his laws, and to worſhip and ferve him-only. ©. 
_ Thope you will wpartially examine yourſelves, by theie few: 
hints, whether you have ever thus received and ſubmitted to, the. 
Mediator in his offices, ſo as to be intereſted in his faving Yenefits.. 
Ahd this't would obſerve, that if your- livgs do not, bear witneſs 
that he 1s your #ing, you have no intereſt in him as a price. His. 
ſubjets vre I holy, fn-hating people, * whom he hath redeemed, 
© by price and power, from all iniquity, and' purified unto him”. 
* ſelf” a pecuhar people. zealous of good works.” Tit. 1. 14: 


Some of you' may be ready to fay—- 1 AN not a ſtranger to the Xa 
views and-exerciſes you have juſt "mentioned. and at times'I am_ _ : 
ready to conclude that [have received Chriſt Jeius the Lord, anc. | 
 am'a partaker of his ſaving benefits———biut again'I'am io en-. 
veloped with clouds and darkneſs that doubts and fears retur:;., 
and perplex my ſoul,- fo that 'I know not what to'think of tmy-.. 
ſcif *— 4 y* brother, I-can ſympathize wzth you, 1nyour per- 
plexities, fer, 'O my ſoul how often. is this very, cafe thine own 7, 
We ſometimes perplex ourſelves about our tormer canucions Atl. 
experiences, fearing left they hav+ not been violent enough, or dez;c. 
and laſting enough. But let not this diftrels.you, 1f you'have þ...*_ 


a a @ 7.” (a 


A 


es, 


fo much conviction as to make you ſenfivle there was no'bga #t 1:2 
you, and that none bj Chriſt could ſave you, if you, þne&/a Teac. * 
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neſs. as far as you know your own heart, to renounce: all depende. ' 

ence in your own righteouſneſs'and Mrength, and to give up all to 
Chriſt - and'rely on his atoning and cleanſing blood, to juſtify you 
before God, and to fanQify you, ' and make you meet for his fer. 
vice, and the kingdom of heaven, this.is conviction enough, for 
the ſtrongeſt, and moſt laſting convictions can do no more. There. 
fore you' may take courage, eſpecially if you find an abiding Prin... | 
Ciple within you, that hates and reſiſts whatever 1s diſpleaſing tO. Þ 
your gracious King, and is praQically willing to part. with every. 
thing that cemes in competition with bim ' Do you ſee ilych an | 
excellency and ſuitableneſs in Chriſt. Jeſus, that you can let. go. 
honour, eaſe, riches and pleaſures, rather than part with him.?. 
Does it afford you'pleaſure to feel yourheart freely going out alter .. 

| him," and are you uneaſy when it is otherwiſe ? Do you delight in. 
his preſence, and mourn m his abſence? Do you labour to promote 
' his intereſts in the world, and pray for.the enlargement of his 

kingdom ? If you can lay claim to theſe charaQters, you have.no , 
reaſon to deubt of your intereſt in the ſaving offices of the Media- 
tor. And 1 hope you will always make it your endeavour ts avalk- 
qeworthy of 'he vocaiion' wherewiih you are called, 'and to adorn the dece 
tin of God yoir Savi-ur in all things + * 

\ 'But are there not many of you. that know. it is not.. thus. with 
you? —— Your caſe is truly deplorable, ——it makes, me ſad to - 
think of it. You are ftill expoſed to. the curſe of the broken- 

| Jaw—the incenſed wrath of God—and all the horrors of hell, - and. 
the pains of eternal damnation. —— The wicked world and your: 
own blind and fooliſh hearts are your teachers--the devil, the gloo. + 
©. my tyrant of this world 1s your lord and maſter—and the kingdom 
- of darkneſs and deſpair the place of your everlaſting abode..——Q }. 
F t it I'could petſuade. you. to- confider fer a moment your. doleful 
condition——and refleQt upon it while Lmake a pauſe———— 
——— And what do you think of it ?—and what do you, purpoſe , 
todo? ——— O for God's fake, and your ſoul's fake, be determin- , 
... ed to act like men endowed with reaſon and ſelf-love——and with. 

... a capacity for the enjoymeat of God, and, the moſt refined happi- . 
neſs.” Jeſus Chirſt 1/able and all its unwithering joys are the pur. . 
chaſe of his merit, and he calls and- 3nvites you. to. partake of all. 
the bleſſings of his Mediation, he has borne, with you.a-long time, 
and waits to be gracious. « —— But if you will obitinately refuſe. 
his mercy and rebel againſt his authority, you muſt.expe&@ to feel _ 
the dire effeCts of your folly and madneſs, and be. doomed to ſuf-: 

- fer the' vengeance of eternal fire, Q that my, God may awaken 
”., and alarm your fears, and bring you down to your knees this day. 


. 4 , 
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and may. you'neyer ceaſe crying and wreſt! 
you. are truly converted to the Lord ; 


. . L Tr V 
ing with heaven, til' 
and made partakers of aj 
and paſhon ——Amen anc 


the benefits of the Mediator's death: 
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The dominion of Chrit: and the necegsity of 
+3 W $bjection t to him. 


% 


en 7 gp Peary i i. 12. 


Ki ” the ou lf be be angry ond ye Seve fron hea 0 wvhen. his 
*"$0:a/b is tindled but a tt it; ; "vvaged are all they, that put. the, r 


rub i in him k 


FEI P: alm contains a « plgbeh concerning the extent, powW- 
er and policy of the-king!om of our Lord Jeius Chriſt, and 
the vain attempts of wicked men to oppoſe and deitroy itt —alſo, 


an adrqonition to all ſuch oppolers to+drop. the unequal conteſt, 


roy in the iſſue, wou.d prove ruinous and deſtructive to — 4 of 


I ; ſelves :—and, Jaſtly,—arr exhortationsto. men, even'of he high- 


,eft ranks in life, to bow down, in humble ſubmiſſion and. ſubject; 


on, to. his. dominion and government.— Chis prophecy has been _ 
> litera rally fulfilling in all the ages of the charch,” For though all the | 


attempts of the greateft monarchs, on earth, 7 opiat Chriſt and his 
a 


goſpel, will ever prove vain and- ineffeCtual, a Ut 
vengeance, onthe heads of all his adverſaries, —yet, we find that, 


. ever {ince the firit apoltacy of mankind, to the pre' ent 

powers of earth and hell have been combined | in 0} apoit 

the Lord and againf his © Anvinted. Ta 
race, came into 


 Jxsvs the: friend of ſinners, and the prince or P 


> © our world, on the moſt benevole:it deſign; and-w er ſpever he 
| te healed the 


2 ...went, he was ftill diffufing blefſings nd him'——h 


 tidings of life and falvation to a loſt and -miſer- 
he people 


bf Preached, the gla 
"Tales - able. world.-—« Why, /ben do the heathen, rage;.and +1 
againft him ?--The only reaſon was, and* till is, the utter averſion 


Wn OO. corrupt ST degenerate Neart of man to the holy re 


2.” which he taught. They cou:d not bear+the-re ſtrain 


of. himſelf, as a preeft, being proud of : heir own: fancied ſufhoien- 
Cy, and the merit of their own works z-—N19T would they {ubmit to 
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mult. recoll, in 


ent day, the 


ck;—cleanſed the lepers—raiſed the dead —caſt: out devils, —and 


ine 2 vain thing ?'— Why did: kings and” rulers conſpire 


of his 'goſ- 
pel, nor the eovernime?t of the Mz Mah They woul1. not. ſubmit 


'  . tohim as ap, vphbcr, berg wiſe 114 { hei "wn conceitz—they would 
not ſubmit to his righteouſneſs, 4 rely'on the atoning {>crifice | 


7 

Wm as Gil Lord and F OW to rule. over hem; ind reign-In thei? 
hearts 3 becauſe his laws would' not ailow them "that latitude, in 
fin which they withed to indulge. !herefore ſay. they,.** Let us 
< break: their bands aſunder and caft away their cords from us; 
— WW natever pretenfions: men may make, yet theſe are the true 
reaſons; why 10.many thouſands 'now as well as in ages paſt, are 
fo ahgp$; to the goſpel, and reject the Bev: -nment 'of Jeſus 
Ehriit. | 

Batia very little onfideratioir twight convince ts of the folly and 
madiieſs of ſuch a- conduct. Can' ſuch poor worms as 'we, ever 
hope -to:dethrone Omnipotence ! ” 'O0r- Can we harden. ourtelves 
againſt God, and -profper ? No—krs, « He that dwelleth-in heay- 
«en ſhall High u3 to ſcorn, the Lord f1:ij have us m'/derifion. Pa 
He wiil treat with juſt contempt and ſcorn. our feeble and ridt. 
eulous oppoſition t9'his erown.. and dignity.” He fits ſecure, in 
undiſturbed repoſe, above. : and from thence leoks down with 46> 
rifiotx on all th& devices and yain rmaginations of. his enemies. But 
though he may bear long with ſinners, he.-will not'bear always ; 
for his righteous indignation {hall at length awakey and conſtrain 
him to break filence, ind ipeak to al the workers of 1n1quity ;# 
wrath, and vex them in bis hot difple {are.-n= Then, I finners, you 
will lezrn, by. fearful-experience, the ſad conſequence of 'oppoling 
the Lord's anointed, and of refuſing to have this Gvd-man to:;6ign 
. over: y9u. :.Fer, behold, faith the Father,” +1 have ſet ty. Kirlg U- 
pon ry holy hill of Zion. "King, Jeſus, as Mediator is: veſted with 
the higheſt deleg>ted power and authority;': Yea all. power in 
keaveri amd earth 1s committed to him, and he. is made head over 
all things, <all creatures in heaven, earth 2nd hell. "And by a 
deeree- of the celeſtial court . the heaven.zre given to ham for his 
mheritance, aid the uttermoſt parts of the :carih fora poſſeſſion. . 
All refiftauce then, muſt be fruitleſs; heaven's determination 

will forever remain, unalterable. Thoſe therefore,: who6-will not 

corciztly ſibmir to the ſceptre of his grace” mult feel the trokes of - 


- 
. 


his vt! adiftiveguſtice, ©. He will bruiſe them with a xod et- Iron, 


' iyf}-break them in pieces, like « porrer's velit,” All oppoſition 
and: vifoh: 2derce muſt inevitably terminate in utter ruin and de- 


AtruQion.= O that every one of you, my heargrs, weld pawle SWg--—-— 


conſider conſequences ; 3 and, infteac of pechiting in your: fin and 
rebellion” CLAP FOUT Capone, and wiſely ſubmit yourle]ves to him, . 
afainft whom all reGitance 1 1s not only vain, but dangerous 1 in the 
bxtreti, e. Since Jeſus is exalted to be king in Z1on, ana hig pow - 
er 18 irreftitib'e, —ſurely it would be the higheſt wiſdom, in ws, t-: 
cgourt' his fzvour inſtead of provoking his wrath. . © Be whe 
'£ ther: fore, O ye kings ; be 1 inſtruQed,'ye tat are judges _ the 


| "2 | 2 _ | | | | Fe 
earth *'—Kings and judges, the rich anc honour; ble are liere men- 
tioned and addrefſed, becauſe ſuch as thete are the moſt apt to-be' 
puffed up.with pride and ſelf-ſufficiency, and te fay'in heart,aud' | 


practice, the ir Lord over tas ? They. are therefore reminded, that 
zefore God, they ſtand on a level with the meatieſt peaſant, and 

are as much obliged to ſubmit to, and walk humbly with him, as 
any of the loweſt among the people —And whatever any 'of you 
may think of the matter now, yet will it be found that the trueſt 
wiſdom, and” the ſureſt way te ſubſtantial ard permanent happi- 
neſs, is to:* Serve the Lord with fear arid rejoice with.trembling,” WF 
pr;with reverence. To ſerve/the Lord; is the duty of the whole Wh 
rational creation ! and to rejoice in him, as our reconciled Gad, 
in Chriſt, and as our beſt portion and happineſs, th time and eter« 
nity,. is the' privilege of all true believers. nn 
- But as there is no other way of eſcaping |the ſtrokes of divine - 

. juftice, due to our paſt fins and tranſgreſhons,—and ot 0s 

_ conciled to God, but by paying a proper regard . to his Son Jetus 
Chriſt, we are therefore exhortel in the text, ** Kiſs the Son, left 


he be-angry, &c,” | : | ; fl 
In the proſectition of the ſubject, I ſhall take up the words, as 
they he before ihe, in the text, and comprize the whole under two 
heads, bi kept ns? © ats Be + EL, 
I. Shew what is zimplied in #//fing_ the Son; 4 
II. Shew the reaſons for this injunction, K + the Sin, And 
HI Make an application. . -- OTE NET 
IL Iam to ſhew what is. implied in ki//ing. the $9. 
It we conſult the bible, we ſhall find that a K1{5 1s expreflive of 
ſeveral things, Sometimes it is, taken: fox worſhip and adoration, 
It is ſo taken in-Hoſea xiii 2. 54 Let the men that ſacrifice, kiſs | 
' & the calves,* That is; let them worſhip/and»adore thoſe 1dols, | 
as if they were true and living Gods. Sometimes it is taken for | 
loyalty, dependence, ſubjection and-ovedionce:, Thus: Samnel. 
kifled Saui, and ſaid, & Is jt not becauſe the Lord hath anowmnted 
5 thee hs captain over. his inher:tance ?” —Somnetimes it 13 taken 
as 2 token of loyeand” affection — thus the womin kiſſed the feet of 
Jeſus,” in the Phariſee's houſe, bectuſe /be love much, - But the 
ſame token was retuſed by the Phariſee hinfelf,, | becauſe he -oved 
little, or rather not at. all .A}fo according to the cuſtom of ſome 
Europeans, and among the America=% a kiſs 15 bgnificanr in ſeve- 
ral 'refpects; -and 1s a token of cepengence, jubyecjion and fue, Fer / 
inſtance —Lo kiſs a hand is a ioken of dependerice,. to ki/s tht 
feet'1s a token of ſubjetion,—and 1o Kijs the lips 15 2 token vf love. 
And it iv-in theſe three reſpects eſpecially, that we are exyorted | 
and.enjoined to þ:'s rhe Site » BE FLY 


at ry ws wSod - 4 oak _— _— Fr "oy WALTTOS "BE 


SR OH 05- © 0©H £©X ee» > aa don IMA © _v«> fin. an A .. 


| -— 8 


PF 


To : ©" 
y ”. T4F - [3 #1 Gr 
"; 


EF PE: KY b, Mo moni Cot areal oy EY 
"1, Hy ry on Bod is oe er Fe your: dependenice.intirely 5 
an. him, .. My brethren; in order to.this;, confider. that: you:are. 7 
by.nature- Wretched. and miſerable," and-poor and-blind.afid nakeds. 
tip Jou-have, ruined) yourſclyes,: and. there: 1 13 no; help:in- you j——> 
You, are under;condemnation for-your fins,” and/ hable: to the” 
Be ſ of God-tor. ever :—That the Son of. God came.down:ftor 
| heaven—afſumed our naturey paid 'our debt immenſe, which we 
owed, to divine. juſtice, and hag bought us by his--blootl.;—that he 
is. able to fave ke ,uttermeſt all that come unto: God: throughs 
him, and be. offers. pardon, life and ey erlaſting alvation/to all who: 
 will,depend. on. him for theſe bleflings. You have-no-righteouſ.: 
nels of your own'to'recommend you to God; OT atons.for-one inp 
—f the bleod of Chriſt does not. waſh, you, and bis-xighteouſneſa!, 
juſtify you, ,condemned'you areg-and- ay" bes. and; will periſhifor! 
ever. | D then, .kilsthe fo cal} ali your. dependence upon hin} 
upon | his righteouſneſs, and the. ſufficiency of his ſatisfaction, and" 
venture your-eternal all jn his hands.. "Kilp the Son, by acknow- 
ledging the ſufficiency of his merits, arid his ran” willinge* 
neſs ta ſayeall repenting; and returning- ſingers ; heartily accepty 
him as, your. only Saviour, from fig.and hell,-—— wait upon-him bee” 
lievingly, that you may partake of all the benefits of his death and; 
paſſion, : be reſtored to gh favour and. image'of God here; and het | 
faxat toxverlaſting. glory and happineſs hergafter. 4-4 33 {34 1s: 
Ki/s the $on, m token of ſubjeRtiqn.: This: implies:a practiav 
cal phi hog of his: ſovexeigaty yas; he is God over-bblafe: 
ſed for ever;;. and, as þe. is the Creator 4 apd Redecmer:;of'ourdoſi}. - 
world. ;.. It implies. that we take. the, Lord-Jeſus.as-our: kingand+ 
7, and fybmic ourſelves to; all the laws. x8les and: 5 rs 
bis.Ki: - that, we relign ourſelyes; wholly to his-wilh;: 
and pleaſure, p and dev ote.ourſelyes mtirely: tolhis 6. ti And tO:; 
walk hefore him,. in.holineſs. and rightequſ neſs all-out days, Che: g. 
great king of Zion juſtly clairgs Niedyy jection, from'us 31, forbe: 
has bought, us with the.prace, gE.his' blogd- and...therefore it: is ,0uns 
bqunden,du+y- -to glorify. him, wi OUT +þodigs and ſpixits, highs 
are. his, by right,of purch chaſe; +4. 7 {Do 45. #44 Son then, 1 ui this view, 18+ 
to detach ourſelves Pol all «ther. Jords;; that haye had«'dondinigg 
over. us, . fuck, as, the. devi l, the world and the: fleſh; -to:renounee:, 
all fin, and every. thing Al Thy -with due and faithful Allegl.» 
ance to Chritt : 4 andito.. niake his revealed will the man. of ogr coun; 
cil. and the. ſole; rule of. qur.co ducts +, «bet others, do'2s; they wills 
our determipation muſt be;; Fbat as tor: Wy, and Our. dy We, "vill. 
ferve the Lordi. .. OE ck a 
3. K /5 the Sen, in token of As. This ting that we give; 
him our hearts, ad embrace him with our warmelt affections : 
WS FIRE 
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tht we love him dbove all the wala, Shether perlons or things, 
pd manifeſt> the farne; by, fotfaling al for his'fake! Tr x qhingss 
cth nite uy childrens! or payintz, '6+ brabreny fore thim mes Fr 
pu Lord,) 25 inet Worthy: of mie. And'whofoever doth wot de y 
feif and'take1 { his: crofs3 and! forſiike every. thiwg't near *an f 'de 
for his faks,.'w I:not be aſteomen Ms true diſtipler. "Now wor ns 
Shri otelpoſes A mor” of 'whit he isin hibaſelf, In 


ehath fonefor vg- 5 We love: hiniz becauſe ks bark” fir 
Javed ws,” Anethe beſt teſt of 008 ove to hin, is' bur Uhedt- 


efice'ts hiwgs) © He that loyeth\me' will keep'my- words, © "ARE: 
«© this is the love 'of (God, that ws keep. his coumaRdments.” AU: 
6ur/pretenſions'to the1ove of:Chrift, not attende8” with'this on 
ice;/ are vain/ard delulive; - For ler'a "mean ſay what ke willy 
He deesino! Jeep the' commandments of Chrift; he is Ritore & 
nave 5.6 Hh that loveth memnct,. keeperh not my : Tayiings."! 

vths other hand, ** Fle'that hath my gan rien and keep 
ach; hot, ke it is thar loveth me,” -* 

E: plane 6xplatned, wittnu "brevity, whats implied in kifſikg' 
the Sony 
the 66 Fo! onider- 2 the reaſon: for this injunQicn, Kiſs the Sons 
Thele reaſons arei-the.! Femaining part of the text, and ate very 
1, Kiſs the Orr "Uft hs obj Tlt hejthe God: ind judge: 
bf all the earth, and -the ts f our ' Lord '\Jeſits Chriſt; Tow 

& colgand contetptuous - conduct of Niners reve his\Sonz- 
hom he'liath fent to be the Saviour of all, 'who' wilt” obey hiut. 
-Orwherher the anger. here mentioned be that of the Father, | 

the Son K- will amount to the fame, if! the iſſue. For though” Joins 

 nowflts upon # throne” of grace; meek an@ gentle 2s'a lamb; and'is: 
witerceding for poor finfu} men, and' wilt kindly introduce, and” 
rerider'ac ebopadbs 6 tothe Father, the perfons and” the prayers of all 
hambletupplicants, yet a"day'is oling whn; as the lion-of the 
tribs of Judah he wif roar: againſt the: obftinately jnipe enitent t, and. 
tear "in; pietos'a)l his enemies,” ; iti workers'vof Sk” 'W hen. 
theye Bali be' none to deliver tha. © confider this, al} ye that for- 
get-Gold, and. obey'not the poſpeFof his anointed Son.” Left, 423 
je þþ i/Þ fr em the #bay. * Left-1 ye be found wanderitly from the wa 
of righteouſneſs, Farh atidbolinefs, wheli death 6 fol ment ba 
come: upon you: "Or left je pi: BIB; way, in" the 'way of fin and 
xebellion, when the Lord] fu (hall oy: :*nd from heavew with's 
ſhout, with the' veice'of the Archangel and the trump of Ged, to. 
toes remgeants on thom, aob0' Brow hot God; ang obey net the 's g5/p elif 
dir Lord Feſus Chrift. O how will obſtinate, diſobedient finners * 


ads as net of his: booger 5 np he ſink an periſh at tthe pF; 
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ny ;00; tg the e Sol cok Godathe os 
+ 0; OT He Bono t he be angr th hepg 
e perithy 27 
br provokes TN ny 
ſupportable. ; How. ought.we! it Ji _ of Tek Ohrane 
immediately. break off, and fy. from all/'$a, which. wil inkindle aut 
MPF. it down Lpa0 Op gui heads, ”a rlliek of de roctive hav 
REI 1233..7 A 03-1 OY 
What ON in. God Ps we need tin vgUirer: Bae whit toes 
timated, by the expreſliqn here, Lthink i is plain enouigh.; At _ 
EASY that God- WE Ap urely inflich; on-all'' the deſpilerss 
f leQors & his fon. city os lefſed- goſpel of-grace”: al _ 
threat, and-curſes,. Tarot the old atid- Fg a rug. ave _ 
1D, acgount,. Jn. the bible, of Two. covetiants,+ -the-. covenant {of 
works, aud the. Eorgat Comms ie Fach of. theſs: hai "i 
=N2-Praper;. "pena Ys 'to':g 4t-, from wot [*The'rod - 
Fe ky $7ALks, . made ith. many In 2 ſhaje. of: innogeriey; 
by [7 CN, -. a men lie -undex. "the wrath iof! X00; 
[7 >! elr. go 'S it, all they.” {uaimit to Chriſt;'-+ arid "Hos 
£ ou of m— as red, on- the terms of: the few! covenaltty'or 


” 


his death, hath not 'ab/o/utely freed!'any* 
ee FR "curſe of by the firſt govenanty. but- 7/6 ny dit , N 
6 Wi from the curſe. becomes ab/olute, ne Ras 1 
yy is, Fr and-not before... All the ſajats, now i; 

were, not by. nature 'ynder the. eovetant-of- grace; ,—but' rem 

waglgy r the cure of. the coyenant of- works; tt they: non o 
or received and reſted on. Chriſt algnefor falvationy as he is offer-"! 
ed in the e478 "4 NG CY then; whoſqever of | you,” ſhall: 
reject or negle& the grace: oi the  bolpel, ad ade 66: obey; the 
new Covenant. to the.end of your days, |you muſt bear the curſe br” 
penalty of. this. covenant; ag well as "W former; Ant LAST ay ſ 
as the blefſings -of this covenant are:ſo much greater than-thoſe of 
the firſt,the; breakers of this covenant will be Tabje&ted to'A rk 
proportionally greater,x{o that the wrath of God will kindle i anto 


”s | 
£2-greater. flame : and t e Fe ES RE" of. thoſe, who refuſe the 


2prace'of.the goſpel; will be'milch aggravated .'' =The curſe, {nflitt- F 
.&d on the -nſedet of: the firſt covenant, was awful and tremendous, 
«Mamas caſt out-of the favorr-and preſence of Gp#, and became 
fubje&-to-death temporal, ſpiritual/and eternal;-and the ground, 
,and-alt the brate creation” were c/ed for the Gn of man; And 
"yet hearwhat'the'apoſtle ſays reſpeQRing the puniſhing of linners, 
under. the tight. sf :the-poſpeh; and you will. nd'it *to*be mich 
xced.)Ifthaſe that deſpiſed\Moſes'Jaw-Giet without mercy | 
Wn hewr mucts fever” puniſh Pte: 'foall be be' "thought * [avartby, Wh) | 
. Createth miideri oof the blood of the covenant; ad u9*Þ> deſpittto to the for 
- Si6n/ 27 races #" And thouph' for: alt bther” ns "the wrath -of God 
*  pomethy,on theghiidren 'of diſobbdierice 3 ; yet 7417 ſhall kindle it to 
the hig heft degree, 'bat ight. rome into' tie world," gp? men : ove 
derbrcſe ;atberthan light; betaigge thi'r deeds fr evil. © TON 
544.) The) laſt-reaſon; affigned;, why we: thould + kiG the fon ''*s 
the bleſſcedneſs, or happinels reſulting from-It, -hſed art all they 
that'put their truft in him. * As th# terry of Goofs *wvrath, and the: 
threatened cur/er: of the law,;ſhould excite us. to-fly to: Jeſus, Th 
order to: avoid hem: ſo ſhould the confideratic n of ths" Redetng 
eris'ealy yokeyand the: bleſſings, confeq uent 'vt-our oking i it upon 
vs.cengage us/to: yield'pur-aecks'to 1. Add the rather; becauſe 
there'is no other.way of .eſcapirig'the crivye, tbur by Kees Yin 
&e/wg. Wered to all;who will:kiſs the lon, be depetitingon” hae L 
Hbjectr ahomlwes to him, /and-giving "him their hearts and f 
preme a feRtions': Bleſſed are UW" thi'y that SHE 1 bery CFU in *BUM.- 
erin this world; they are þleſt- with the loye attd favour of Eva 1 
gr ma enjoy peace of:conſcience:=the- reviving «Stifidente of ai; 
vine: protetion; in all-the:trials of life, 'and the erinſpbrt 17--pro 
pe& ofreverlaſting joy and-- felicity'above theſe lower "ic. "But 
rac theſe bleflings are greaty and truly defirab!e; yet $teater are” 
Rail: inireſerve- for when this king in. Zion mall appear to fie: 
in Judgment, 2nd call the nations to'his: bar, 'all 'his faithful *ſub- 

_ Jetts,\(ſhall be placed' on'his: right hand;' and receive'the\ plaudit' of 4 
the-Judge, | and: be-welcomeatinto his preſence2with $46" "Gains ye". 
ht bleffeu-of my- father; inherit the kingdom prepared fog you, 8c: WP 4 
They. ſhall enter: into the. jays of" their 'Lard\; and fit down with. 
bhim/on bis:throne::-—and; while' the enemies 'of the Lord and his). | 
agointed,: -are doomed-to evgrlaſtin -fipe, ant are -gnawirig their® 
tangues. with painz/and: pouring forth-eternat groans,; in anguiſh* 
and torture, ———they ſhall be filled with everlaſting conſolation; 
and ſpend a glorious vrernity-s adoration; loye: ind praiſe —7 
Theſe-arethg reaſons, given.iwimy text. to"induce'mankindto kiſg* 
the fon, ranolibeges him as the rock tb; their RAVESIOg They ate! 
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\."My rot vis "OY wit ef wes the tata, 
Le of men, in the,Sternal 'world ;. SL SAEL 
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day of Tetribution i 1s falf A pproactung,. and: the-Judpe is 
at, the door. =<Shtriers, you Kate no time. te to! Toiter, on delay 
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Have you not "o erg 
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I not. 
he lips.” / Flt 'yo . lips, ye yo vy Fs eak A tie he os, Iu - 


You nay balk ourfe ves Cari ant fer is name... | Bats cha k { 

k3 this, will benno faore 4k hat © T:294K, who FS $: it r Lord; 

Wt a fail maſter” and a ($09 The Fils, b A 1s ith Pſp is 
ent 


Gs eve from! Fe efu5, 1 #, as I hays Tr 'k $. of, 4: _ —/abjers 
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$4.4 % *. WA on 
” Hd , 


" 'you k FC) ia A LNLs of FANS 
4 moan; have you been. made feelin Hig 'underRang) your fallen, 
wretched, condenined,, and helpleſs bay: by nature Tf © That, none 
but Chriſt could fave you, from the wrath of God, the curſe of the 
droken law, and the ftrokes Rein ed Jufticg No you in ſelf- 
"ol tir, take Hirm for —_ only aviour from \ apd hell 2 Being 
bible that you have-t * kteouſneſs or I ineſs of your own, | 
tion for.ofhe” vr, þ LO | I. ng pd, do: 


tad py 155 Lo i paid 


Ly A, &© 


ur 


11%, you oe ies  poricng and joboee 

* io Tot an thing you h; A e, can do. br ſuffer, 

' wi who! ly 7 and exclu wely,. fort ! 6 fake. bf hat the Lord Teſus 
| nd.ſuffer e as the nts and Redeemer of apoltate 
{rio rl hen guilt Rares you. it the. face—when thoughts of 
th and etgropl judgment. terniſy, and . alarm the. foul, -—ſron 

>» Then 'e 60, OR denee Peace and comfort ?—1s it from any 
done” ;hf tn you ?-—Or, is it es 
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1 done Ny you, roug 
6 oj views of þ bs apking i Nleod, ae i ulneſs Ul his Res 10n te la 
,zuitice, andthe Fey mnd py F007 4 
rH a (1414078 | 
0 GY 0 GOT ſcience tot x L ſe pl ain que we | 
- do you _ dep nx! ind, req al , 
rople aſk Rt [ 
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0 ply f WR. boy's obey lg SV you 4 any ac of 
"Hes fs 2s ps which be forbids or commands. whole im); do 
tnb/anh with? The devil and: your fouPs enemies, would hare | 
ſwear,..or lie, diink to. exceſs, and. do other overt aCts' of lin: | 
ut Chriſt forbids'all theſe-to be done, Now which.do you obey 1 
Chrilt commands you to worſhip: God in your families, in-cſecret, | 
and in public : but the deyil 13 again this. Which BY you obey? Ml. 
Tow we know, that.to whom we yield aurſelves ſeryants to obey, Fg 
his ſervants we are whom we obey. And now, I pray you, deal 
faithfully and truly with yourlelves, , "If you are not ſubject to. 
Chriſt, you-are no Chriſtians : and your proteſhon of chiiſtianity 


| OTE of ; F 3s beg figs” 6 
will anſwer no  urpoſe, hu « to ſurgiſh you | with 8 terials for ſelf- © Ya 
accuſation, 063 zvated conden nation. '"Sabye, *C . 

your king 19 el fenti Fa a favitig Faith -: : and 

all his laves is the ug: Fruit of, ft... Ta 

your fear and dread O as t© Keep 

the greatett 


wy! | 


we) . Wo : lp. 
LY 


Folk in Olaf, Led Nowr and work by Fx 
Dependence "Fe ey 1} ove in never be ſeparated from a 
*Rifying faith in ?Chrilh. Fes Ae that devs not, loveand: 
obey, . has no exe, dependence. or a living faith in the Redeemer: 
Examine. yourſelves, and do net ta kei 18 for granted, tha \you love. 
hy, unleſs you can "thek eW ns ſ abſtagtial evidences. of your love, 
Ds you lo Fg pant Sheer ip 1; be the-tuby en of your frg gelt 
ad melt de ightfyl thoughts Are thoughts o m alway: We”. 
come and agreeable to you :?, Do you lie down with him, in- 
op thoughts at ight, and whey Aa wak 4h in the. {MOTN»., 
\ are. ae reg bY Is aſant -to- 
"_ to 1 to ea the wv 'Q 
and & 0 ling. hives bpb Ht. Ka ths » ths Joy ove: his. 
word 464 ordinances, and are his defy iſed people the choſen cam. -, 
panions, n whom. you delight ?Tna ed dovs: his love coaſt ram 
you to obedience,” and to live no. loriger) to yourſelves, but.to h Jt 1t 
who, died and roſe again: ? Hows i it with row, ny} hrethron, hive 
you thele proofs of love? .. "oe 
Alas |. how few fincere lavers. of Flu 5\ are to'be; found among”. 
us |: Do not'think me puckaritable,. in ſpeaking:thus; for it is out. | 
of my power to judge avy-man; ta be a lover of &/m,. who gives: no". 
evidences of his love, but rather; evidences'o* the contrary. Could. 
I be: ſo happy as to hear your oaths, and filthy and-yam converſa.” 
ton, turned into the praiſes of God and its ſpeech, meet for: 
godly edification., As your meetings for. cards, - ragings,. dancing ,, 
and ſporting, turned into meetings for prayer and other pious 'Cxer-!. 
cifes z [ might have ſome cauſe-ro conclude that thefriends.of - 
Chriſt were not.ſo few. But while the caſe ſtands, as\it is at Pre. 1"; 
ſent, .I muſt renounce my bible and; my - reofory,' and; thutmy eyes 
and ears, fheuld 1 judge, that the lavers'of Jeſus are-not exceed. 
ng few, among us, | But it 15 time now -to proceeds: : 
dT an exhortation.—My beloyed hearers, my vulineſe here. 


to 0 pal 13 tO proclaim, that God het fet his King even rhes on Tes 


3 | "Y % g 
| RF. . \ 
oc $4 


5% wth cho 


ſus, Eb, ORG a: gt ; ANC bg perfil you to.ac-.” 
nowledge him, as your Lord 6-7 King, a arc d to. 1 ſubmit ourlelyes 
to his government. —— What ſucceſs T may h , in this buſineſs, 
know not, —Y ou may telLme, 26% MEE ; Ape W. thing —that you. | 
| have heard of Chriſt often befp re NOW. op AY not but. you haves; 
to, for. his Name. 18 very: cornmon. DNL ee and I truſt it will. 
' always. continue fe to: be.—Dut” Is. it a3 on-for -men praQti, | 
cally. to acknowledge hin : as their ipygreig n, moon to recerve- him in 
love. and TubjeCtzon ?!= Who makes His f Sand is 3 Joy, and gives. 
up. himſelf, ks foul and all” his powers to 4 :rule FÞ govertts 
anice The name of Chnilt 15 often mentioned,” Iatiow: —the aus 
datious fwearer, will ſwear by. t—=the trifling. jeſter. will put. 
it;info- his jelts—— and it 18 often uſed in, our- comtnon-Prayer.—. 
- But Jeſus. is not to be put off with mere apliieng, Or' even a 
bended Enee t=—he will. have, the pearl nd+ nothing leſs : His. 
word "muſt be” your I; aw, :==on his blood | bi d:ri Ferns 87 muſt” 
ou. ſolely" Fopend Tok + Ju uſtification,—or he. wal never fave 'you.,. 
E Is is the author of eternal ſalvation t6 all that oe ery and to none 
.elfe.” © &- a; "4 v5 =; 
Uked" now, firs, what tay you'to this ” ' Will you, tis days. "* | 
© y6uchthe Lord to'Be your God ? ?” Will you give up yourſelves to. 


the Lord), efusChriſt, b) "a kiſs of dependence, Sobjefforis and love ? 
Will you wait for the'lTaw of your direQtion. and'condu@t' from his 


outh—aſl” counſel of hitn, in all thin 5 —whit you thalt go, and. 


What you thal Teave undone, and regulate your lives* accordingly ?” 
- Theſe ate the' things I exhort you to: _ F demand's an anſwer, 
"= * yolk” orffioiice, whether you'wilf comp ply. with them. or 
© Onfiler the mitter ſertoully z=yopr We youp eters | 
Gat _ depends upon: the determination. of 'this' point,” FF you re-:| 
yi Wor ks theſe requiſitions, you wit "be toe" þ Arn, 
ord "aha His Chit; and 'muft expect 


ih Hos 41 will lay beſesr” you' a few nk arts! : 

4-1; The: \hele ſcope” of the palm; where ray "text is," ;- al 
ports outs that atare confidered Is rebels apainf the eternal Gd: 
who will not: pratcally ſubmit, and {abject thetfiſelves' to” his an® 
omnted $09. Al men are commanded, by the higheſt authority, to | 
hofibur the Sor, even as they ſhould honour the” Father :-and it is. 
4n:drdinance- of heaven, that'to him every knee ſh] bow and eve-" 
ry mouth confeſs. He has an undoubied Tight” to your! ſouls- ant” 
bodies by Creation and redemption. "it '4s Be that Bath\made us, - 
o*d'not we "our/elver—and he hath redeemed us'to God, by the" 
- price -of his own precious blood;=—- \This"yeu all acknowledge; | 
——an vet You refule to yield him yoot ſupreme tore, and” obe* | 


T 


%. 


dience.' - Out of your own mouths,you ſtand condemned : —_— 
dally;. praQtice proclaims you rebels. againſt | your 'Tightſul 'Lord- 

and ſovereign. ” + | Os. 7 ON" - Ko” 
a. To:refuſe ſabmiſhon to Chriſt, and deny hun our ſubj efti. 
on. and love, is the moſt criminal ingratitude.—— From his lofty: 
throne, in heaven, he looked, down, and ſaw: 1. © weltering/ir your! 
blood—loſt, forlarn and. miſerable ——— He pitied your-low'efs 
tate, and, \on the qutſtretched wings of Joye, came flying' dowfh” 
to.earth,  to-ſeek. and ſave ba hg dans ſouls. He found your? 
he lubilituted himſelf, in: your placez7 


debt to law and-juitice, and 
to pay all that debt. -Inihis life he fulfilled all righteou(netswaa/s 
his death he bore the wrath'of God, which yow- muſt have 

for ever and ever: in 9 WIE ul, es ATI "= 
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.««-Tt coſt him death» to ſave our lives, +1) 14 
« To buy our fouls it coſt his owpy//. (3 4 
& And all the unknown joys, he gives, + 

& Were bought with agonies unknown.” Fs 
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7 vation, and to obey thoſe Jaws, of his kingdom ,' which combine | 
our duty and happineſs together 3 for in le-ping of them, there's 


great:reward.. Surely ſuch hearts, as will not open to ſuch a Sayi.- 
our, nor; fuffer this king-of, glory to come ny may: Jultly became 
fuel for everlaſting burnings,/ - oo UE RR $1 #1: Fork 
- $5;Conſider what madneſs and' folly, fuch 4 conduct betrays 
Many feem-as/ſhy-of Jeſus, 'and are as hard''ts perſuade" to yield 
ner their hearts; in love and ſubjeQtion © as if they thought he 
Jouid:mriarder them, or deprive them of ail c6:wfort and-happineſs. 
@:xwhiat;madueſs and folly is this * Chriſt doesnor, like the world. 
' {eek to/fteal away your hearts, to delade you, or make a prey of 
you. <:/Nor does he, like the- devil, ftrive' to, draw you to himſelf, 
that-he may. torment/you. No, Grs, all he ſeeki'is the ſalvation. 
of.your. ſauls ; | which/tan be' accompliſhed in no' other way, than 
by your ſubmiſſion to him. Much has he done alreney tor: your 
ſalvation ; he died upon the croſs for your offences, and rofe again 
for juſtification, ut this.is only @ part of what ig'necefſary- to put 
u i pofſeffion of ſalyation.... You muſt'obtain's peeuliat intereſt, 


you 1}-p f _ 
dar be hath done ad foEteds and thifenrks Whedinee Yonly 
” 


ur /ubm: ror and /ubjeftion to him," as alfeady deferibed ; that 
is righteouſneſs may be imputed to you, for' your' Juftification, 
and hay ſpirit andract infuſed-into you,” to cleanſe you fromthe | 
lth,.2nd pollution: of fin, to; maks you holy and pure; ' and thus to | 
qu+/::y;y0u:tor-the-enjoyment of the kingdomy-whichhe purchaſed 
with, 4s blood, - All this muſtthe do, by drawing you to,-and'unit- 
ing; you-wiih-himſelt.;! that 'fo you may participate, -borh (in his 
mexit and ſpirit,:, and, hereby. he' may intitle you' to and Prepare. 

you-for,. the. enjoyment of eternal/glory and-happineſs.above:- | 
And. 18-it not wonderful'yon ſhould ftand' m need of 'fomuch 

- Perſuaſion and; intreaty to do;that, which 'is ſo reafonable- in"itſelf, 
and. ſo beneficial to you ?- Yea, that,-inftead of complying," you 
ſhould fit unmoved . like-ſtocks-or ſtones ; or murmur and- {trive 
againſt, the drawing of- his fpirit, / in. your, hearts: as''if you were 
Afraid he would cur your throats, or deſtroy you, fonl and body tor 
evere,, Can any thing be more; brutiſh -and-irrational,” than fugh a 
eonduCct ? And yet to, the devil, whoſe ſole aim is to deitroy you 
., Fox;ever, you tamely ſubmit, and yield obedience. from day to day. 
fa wy, the conduct of wiſe men ? Is it not rather the fo5!iihneſs of 

| ja I beſeech you; in: behalf ofyour poor ſouls, to ſtop 
and conſider:what you are about. What do you promile yourſelves 
by his neglecting ny Lord.Jeſas Chriſt ? + Wiw your merry com- 
_ Panipns, . your. cups, your luſts, or-all: the pleaturee and riches of 
this" orld countervail the damage of parting with Chriſt, or'let- 
| ti ,a Saviqur.go ? O God forbid, that you ſhould perſiſt 11 your - 
folly, until it brings.you. down to hell, there to lament it, when 


” 


- 


it, inctod fate; O,Sirs;; tow: wilghu le and roar; MO... 
braid your madneſs, that you told Heaver! for a thing of -nought==.; 
aud ile 4h torment; becauic: you would natoe ruled = wav" who: 
would hiveraadeyou happy forvrer{ | | = 3 306 

. | thall conclude;” by calln 798 a:cention, once” more,"te the. | 
corideration- mentioned 19t ww or) Kiſs the Son; leit he'be' 
« afigry, 'atid ye'perith tromy. or in, the way 3 Whew his'wrarh'is- 
66 k19 ileds yea but a  Firtle : 2 bleſſed are allthey that Yun: _ 
6-46-hif 2” þ 

- The-anger, or went * God, 5 compared ta'a five 3 and "e re«'; 
ject of negieQ'the-Lord Jeſus, is that, which provokes of Kindles | 
1; to the hioheſt degree of ferycr - becauſe oFall fins, that of ſhghtL 
in - Chriſt ahd the goſpel,” is the greateſt, and moſt heinous,” od 
fo love&the worid;+ that he gave up his Son"ts agonics; blood wer 
death," to/live your fouls from Derriing, And if after this'wnpa. I 
ralled rnitznice-vt-tove, 'you will not (ubinit to be'faved bs his, * -v 
but preter your cups and jovial compatiions betore him * ſurely 
the frerceit wrath 0: God mult flame azaiuit you; the hotteſt hell 
muſt be your placey' and you mult tee] the keenneſt tin 2s of 'con- 


{crerrce, be:tute: ON have deinifed your I WIL Erores, anc ſboiiih. 
Cry? en death rather than ifs, ER 3d oe 
Ch wrath of God's a co /umirig 4 to. all 'thofs, on whottft 
ſeiz4th; Fhefouis of poor inners, indeed, wilt not ceaſe t6 exiſt, | 
This they would wiſh,” but withes will be vain. They mult con. -- 
t:2ue ineviftenceto feel the Geyourtiig flames to all eternity. Think, 
O think tow ſoon your'-morry days will be ended,” your- life-of”- 
U'ipatian paſs zway, your cards and dice,, your dancings and fro. 
hckings, your drunken cabals and lewd praftices, wall ſoon be 
over for ever; anc ail your time to prepare for eternity, and-all_ 
your vain hopes of happineſs, wili periſh» with you, and. nothing 
remain, but to feel the [corching iftames; of heaven's avenging ite. 
© that you would, confider titz now, and lay it ſeriouſly to heart ! 
Who can dwell with devouring fre { W Po can. daveil with ever lofling. 
ou N:'tds.: 4 
ll Coniider yet farther, how ſudden and unexpeRted this deſtruce> 
_n is like to be. *© The on of man cometh at an hour, thas 
« you think not.” How many thouſangs, now in miſery, thqught 
as little of death and zudgment, as you do now, - when they were 
: ſeized, bay ek king oh terrors, and conveyed in{tantly to the infer- 
nal pit ! They forgot Chrilt and the 'concerns of their fouls, as - 
you do now, —— They could l:ugh at the faithful meſſengur@of the 
"goſpel, and make light of the threatnings of the word-——but. oh} 
now, too late, they lament their folly, while lifting up their eyes 
m hell, being in rorments dire. And how thortly may this CUe.” 
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your own, if you do not now(finp your mad carcer, fly to'Chrilt,, 

O that it. would pleaſe God to bleſs this labour. of love. to-day ;. 
that theſe awful truths may lay hold: on. your,conſciences, and - 
pierce to the very centre of your. ſouls ; that they may. follow you 
home,” and bring you down to yeur khees before. God,- in ſecret, 
crying to the: Lord for mercy, til you. are. lifted up. from. the duſt, 
aſured of pardon and acceptance through Jeſus Chriſt, and ſore- 
newed, in the inward man that henceforth you may /erve the Lord - 
in tear; ang rejoice with trembling, all the days of your life. 

But if your hardened and unyielding hearts will yet ſtand out, in 
fin. and rebellion," if you-will till perſiſt, in a careleſs. neglect of 
your ſouls, and' of the Lord that mide you and the Saviour, that 
died/to redeem you, then this mult be, the certain conſequence : 
that you will depart from this place, and perhaps continue a few 
days more, in carnal ſecurity, and in doing deſpite to the calls and 
warnings of the goſpel . then you will be called away, by death to 
the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, where you will hear your final doom, 
to Bear the fiery wrath of an-incenſed God, for ever and ever. You. 
may. make as light of theſe awful realties now, as you pleaſe; but 

Feel this 401 ath you mult and will, as ſure as ypu now exiſt, if you 
refuſe to kiſs the Son, 1n dependence, ſubjeCtion and love. AndE 
call upon all this congregation,and your own conſciences reſpeCtive- 
ly.to take notice, and bear witneſs,that you have had faithful warn. 
, ing, thzs day, this 24th day of May 1774. And if you forget the _ 
_ day and date now, you Willbremember it, millions of ages hence. - 
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\Christ, the Redec mer.. 


- Jos! Nix, '26, 26, 27. 


1 know that my Mais liveth, and that he hall Band in tho latter 
day\ upon the earth and though after hy ſein, worms deftroy this 


body; yet in my fleſh (ball 1 fee Gad :; whom 1 ſhall ſee for nyſe ; 
_ and mine eyes hall behold, and not anather. 


HOUGH". It is the peculiar prerogative of the word made 
T fle{h, to have brought life and' imamortality to light, by the 
goſpel, yet the Old Teftament ſaints had ſuch views of a Reucllios 4 
and a, ® hoy ſtate of happineſs, as ſerved much to alleviate' the 
troubles'and forrows ot the preſent life, and to ſupport them under 
#fiEtOns. 
Who Job was, or of what family, I ſhall not inquire. Howe. 
er, he is thought to have lived in a very early: period of the worldy 
many years before Moſes, the fuppoſed author of tvis hiſtory, <v>ich 
entains the ſacred memoirs of his life and ſufferings. And yet 

e find that the knowledge of a Redeemer, a reſurrection from the 
lead, and a future ſtate were revealed even unto himy/as.the words 
f the text Clearly evince. And this revelation appears to have 
Deen a very great ſupport to him, under that complicagzon of fufe 
erings and afflitions, which he ſo patiently endured. ® 

To rehearſe all !h/e would take up too much time, fulſice it to. 

nention ſome- of thoſe things, of which he complained, in the 
eres ihmediately preceding the text 3 and which ſeem to be 1n. 

oduQtory-to it. 

From 1it, to the 7th verſe, he complains of the hard and cords 
enſures of his three friends, who had come to comfort) him. - But 
nltead of this, they vexed his /oul, and added gall to his cup, by at, 

2mpting- to rob lim of his integrity, his only comfort now remain. 

5 Lhey made his ſufferings an argument, that he was but a hy- 
ockite, and all his ſhew of piety infincere. In this _y mo - 

ſpite of all his remonſtrances. | 

* This sermon was preached in Hanover, about the year 1771, at the "Ny. of 
tary Chapman, who made choice'of the text, some days before her death —She 


as the daughter of the Rev. David Mozom, Rector of St. Peter's, 18 New Keny 
ounty, Virginia. 


© 
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' From 8th to 224 verſe, he Si of the difpleal ure of S658, 
whoſe hand he gcknowie ed 1n al: his .Mictions. - Lake 4 benight- 
| ed traveller, in a wood, 10 had God hedged up his * way, that he 
could ſee no path out of his troubles. As one ſeized by robbers, 
' he had loſt his all. tripped ofhis earthly com forts, children, honors, 
and fubſtances. But-more biiter, than every thing elſe, God s wrath 
nr to be kindledy againſt him, tr eatitng-him as an efiemy, 
ai preſſing him ſore on every fide, like 1 befieged city.eflis re. 
lations failed him, - his-familiars forfook'hyn—:1s ſervants {lighte1 
him, ſo as to. vouch-fate him no. an{w-r, when ipoken to,--ihough 
| tenderly calle&ind intreated! Yea, the wife of his boſom'carned 
4t ſtrange towards himg—wouli not come” near" him anu' ſhunned | 
him, as if 1nfected with « plague; though he beſoughriher by 
every endearing tie of conjugal affe&tion en the*cnildren: in . 
the ſtreets, had, after the example of their mwagodiy parents, learn« 
eq4ro mock him.,— -his triends abhorred 455 and,, tojjuufy 
their perfidy, turned againſt him, with the moſt virulent avutc; as 
if he had been. the vile{t- nalefator. Under this yariety of afflic- 
tion, he 18 fo emaciated a: well b ; diſeaſe, as {orrow, that his bones 
{tick out, and his whote body fo ulcerated, except his hps, 'that 
be only retained.the uſe of his, ſpeech. 
. In this diſtreſs he intreats the pity and compalfion of the by- ſtan. 
| ders, (verſes 2 & and 22.) Have pity on me, hav: pi:y on mis Aye my 
F+ wnds'/or the:hand of the Lori hath touched me, —If they would 
allow hin nothing elſe, his. very muſeries called. for pity, at leaſt ; 
-but.inſtead of pity, they {till perſiſt-to fill the-cup of aMliCtion. 
to ip brim,——And now, when all human comforts fail, it-plea- 
fed God, who knows that we are but duſt, ——— and is not wil- 
ing that the ſpirit ſhould: fail before him; and he ſouls tht he has 
made, to yg a ray of light and, comfort through, the chearjeſs 
gloom, by poiating out. to him the great deiiverer and redeemer 0t 
' men 3 and-enabling. him to fix- his faith on the Almighty helper. 
A confeſſion of which faith Job makes in the words of the rext, 
He was made-to know and believe in a divine redeemer; and 10 ex-. 
peR, with confidence, a a day of judgment ;—when, if no. before, 
his charater would be ſet in a:true. light, and all the dark-difpen- 
ſations, of; Providence be fully cared up, and the pious fufferer be 
pronounced * for eyer-blefied, 
| He pretaces his;expectation, or collfalban of faith, with an's 
| Jeſt w1iDh, that the war he was now about to. pronounte, pts 
. Pe handed down to all generations | + Othat my words,” lays he, 
(v.23, 24.}.4 were now, written Oh that they were printed my 
« book, — That they were graven with an iron'/pen and'lead! ir che 


&« xock forever,” —,ndeed they are words, which deterve'not'on'y 


86 


| 87. 
to be "engraved in ina "0 or" tobe ſet” in tables of lead, or'even 


gold;- table lesof all our-hearts Words that have beer” 
a'comfort, not merely to- Job. but to thouſands © of fouls beſides. 
The words-are theſe. 1. 040 that 


God to whom the right, of redemption belongeth ; —he liveth from 
everlaſting to'everlaſting 


judgment, and: all nations ſhall ſtand: before Hith, to receive their 


P| doom"! And thoug hb a/ter my fern, Wor Ms: gael oy his pody, 1 T7 the 
h = grave.”- yet #7 my PF fb. {TT ſee God; in the teſ artoction day, when 


:d I reſcued from; theduft, my fleſh ſhall be reſtored, awd with my eyes 

Y ſbal: I-herold God,'in' the perſon of his Son yy 'my redeemer ; 
auhon-T yh 4 fee for my/el', and mine eyes (hall bebo}; though now 
dim-wit 1ngy and" not anpthe+ z not any 
charaQerz/for no ungedly man can ſtand in* <b1s" fight” 
for the-avords; as they; relate ro Job. But that T miy retider' the 
{ubje&t:of more-general uſe, I purpoſe to' confider them under the 
tollowing particulars, 

I. Shew: what-is-mearit by a r<deemer.. 

II. She how Chrift has S{Waryed the” office of 2 Redbert. 
er; 

Taz, Speak of the certainty. beli-wers akky: hare, chit Clvilts 
their redeemer I hnow, fc. 

FY.:- ew how they obtain this knowledge. 


KR: make ſome application. - 
E. :lam to ſhew,what we are to underſtand by evil; © 
Of'this we have a full af\d clear atcount given by Moſes, in the 


«{c]l himſelf unto the ſtranger, or fojourner by thee ';*---—- - 


& redeem him: 
&« himz.or any that is nigh of kin unto him, &c ” 


n blood to him, had the right of redemption Aand' ſuch a kinf-' 
man. was called the redeemer, when he aQtually 
price, for which his relation had ſo:d himſelf ; or paid theranſome 
to deliver him from captivity. There is alſo another cafe, menti- 


that if any perſon was found murdered; then his neareſt relation. 
was to proſecute the murderer, and bring him to ſuſtice: 


| y / ; | ; 
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my redeeme- ttveth, my: divine | 


—and that he. tha'l fant in the la'ter "day 
wþor; 1Ht\ earth, 'when he ſha!l appear incarnate for'the' ſalvation of” 
me: =0r, when he ſhall come in' the: clouds. of heaven, to ht in 


perſon of a different” 
35 much” 


V.. Speak of the*happineſs of thoſe, who Rave obtaitied It, and 


Jaw; ſee Lev. Xxv- 47, 48,49, verſes <Ifthy brother wax poor, and 
-. After 
« that he-is ſold, he may be redeemed ;' one of his*brethren- may / 
Either His uncle, or his uncle's foft may redeem ' 
 K any perſon. 
was fold for a ſlave, or. carried .away Captive, one that was neareſt - 


pe21d down' the 


oned, in the law of Moſes, reſpeQting murder : This taw provided, 


"And 
this neareſt relation. thus ayenging the murderer 'was alſo called 4 
31 redeemer. Now from theſe caſes welee,not may? what ee: word: D 
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38”, 
eefbemet 3 implies, but alſo what ſort of a redeemer the Lerd-Jeſus: 
Chriſt is. - The office of our great redeemer is familiarly repreſen». 
ted. to-us; by theſe two or three inſtances... He-is, in; ſpirituals, 
juit ſuch a redeemer - to' Þs, ak as the'7 near kinſman Wag: in! tempors: 
als... - wc | 
\ By fin we had all waxen poor, we were hrovghrimo "P ſtate of 
vaſfalage, led away into captivity.” by the devil-.and fn,.and our. 
{ouls were murdered , dead in {reſp :fſes und fins 6) i/n this ſtate of 
flavery and captivity are we all; by nature, while;a- cruel tyrant 
reigns and domineers over us. This tyrant is Satan. the, god- of - 
this world, and who was a murderer from. the pr 63rag | He em=; 


ſervice, either in; time or Fm 
death. Death temporal, ſpiritual, and la. I his. 1s the enetedl 
ed and-deplorable ſtate of every one of us by nature,; and. will cons! 
tinue ſo to all eternity, if we do not repent, turn to God and obtain'; 
redemption through Jeſus Chriſt ; who is the only Redeemer: of. 
our poor, inſlaved and. murdered ſouls, ANG: this leads me-to;. 
ſhew, | 4 4:38 * 
II. How Chriſt has liffhnercd the office of a 2 penn ; 61 VO 
1. If we conſider the perſon and dignity of Chriſt, as being al. . 
mighty, co-equal, and cy eterna] with the Father and the Holy» 
Ghoſt, we ſhall have no reaſon to doubt of his ability for the Ln 
charge of ſuch an office. 
2: We ſhall find,” that as he was able, fo was he duly q aalified | 
for the office,..in point of near kindred, or relation. And. his loye _ 

- and good will were as great as his power, and therefore he-did.ndt 
refuſe to execute the office. for which he was qualified ; for as 
ſoon as {in entered into the .world, and death by fin, he (entered 
upon the gracious office. of a Redeemer, ' \ Hence/he is called the 
lamb flain from the foundation of the world. And in due time he 
came down from heaven, aſſumed a body, like our own, and: be. * 
came fleſh,of our fleſh, and bone of our bone; and hereby, he:was 
legally qualified for the office of a Redeemer. For by uniting-our. 
human nature with the divine,.he became near of kin to: us. He; 15 
our brother, and 1s not aſhamed to call us&rethren. Thus quali-" 
fied he came into our world, and paid. the double.debt of duty,and + 
of. ſuffering for us. - He obeyed ihe law, which. we had brokes, - 
in every point ; and ſuffered death, us the penalty due to ſin,» Thus. 
by the merits of his obedience for us, and th e ſufferings he endured 
in our ſtead, he-paid the price of.our redemption, tt fo he might. 
be delivered from the bondage of fin, And we ſhed his blood on” 

the crots, that by his dearh and relurreCtion, he. might avercome 
death, and Sheer hin hat had the wv of ceath, that 4 ts the. | 
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Zevil. Thus he completely diſcharged every part of a Redeemer's 
office ' delivering'us both/from Tavery and. Captivity.; . And. as fa=. 


tany \who-was the murderer, had given our foul and body a.mor» 
tal wound, >which myſt have-terminated, in death and everlaſting. 
miſery, /Chnſt, a: Redeemer, came to avenge the murder. He 
twok our: caule in hand, ..as being our neareſt. relation F and. though 
;t'coſt him Þis hfe to, redeem ours,. yet did he not ſhrink from. the 
undertakings", w. Accordirigly he ſhed his blood. on the crafs,. to: a». 


venge:our- blood 5; and. he died; that we might live.for:ever.. And. 
then he roſe again to' demonſtrate:his victory, over the devyl and all 
the infernal powers: of hell. . In conſequence of this, all power 18. 


given-into hig hands;: that-he may- effeCtually regeem, every. ſoul, 


who earneſtly. defires to:be freed from ths Yogdape of hn,the chaing. 


| of captivity, .and the miſery of death eternal. :. ch a preat; mer... 
cifui and complete. Redeemer. is Jeſus Chriſt,” .».This.is the Re. 
deenter Job fawy by #-ith, and” trufted, . +, And he drew.comfort 
from'him,, not-mertely. becauſe he believed him to be the Redeemer. 
of a loſt world, ;in general ; but becauſe he knew him to be his 
Redeemer, in particul:r, My Redeemer , avhom I [all {ce for mye, 
felf. + This proved fuch a ſource of comfort to,him indiſtreſs, that,: 


though his bodily. aMiCtions ti] continued, yet. it is to be obſery>, 


6d, we ,never, after..this, reet. with, ſuch: -\mpanent. co j 4 


4.44 


and'deſpairing moans, as before-... The ſame comfort muſk certains, 
Y OY in. every foul,, however opprefled, wich, fickne 
pains and-bereayements,. who, with ke Re of. 

abled t61fayy. 7 knew that my Redeenicr.rveth,” ., My, Redeemer, im, 
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whom: T'have a-paiticular intereft.. [His being a Redcemer in'ge.. 


eral cannot afford any ſolid comfort : but we.muſt have reaſon to 
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believe, that" Fe 15 our Redeemer in particular, to enjoy real com... 


wy 


HE" To few what. certainty 3 believer 
Chriſt:s his kedeemer.. | TOY a 
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T hnew that my. Redecmer liueth, - Before any perlon can comfort. 
ably; fay-this, he me, by faith, apply,t ell Chrilt, * 
a Redee;er, hath dane for finners. , Bu 
all he 18. nzGe to; fee and feel hiswantot a Redeemer, and is groan. 


| ng for recergption. - ; Chriſt. redgers. not only by price, burt.alfo 
er..., By what he hath done and ſuffered, he tiath procured 
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ut no one will. ever do.this, 
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by; po) 
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redemption by.-price.: but an application. of this purchaſed redemp- - 
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order;to his. a&tual and. perſona 
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| tion! muſt be made.to the ioule of 

power of fin: and thus obtain 
gue to.Divine Juſtice, and;alfe a.t wed, 
"97 and fehcity, Now the Spirit of- God, in m:kang this applica 
OT uy 2 WA TT us ingot y 


o F 1 
Lp F "4% »— 3 , _— 
['N - | {nd , 
. \ a , - 
Abt > 
: bo) 
T'* 
& V4 


tc hirafeli , What Carilt, as, 


the power of the Holy Spirit, in 
redemption frgm 'the guilt and. 
na legal. diſcharge from the debt, 
a. titte.to, and.fitneſs for eternal 


9.” 
tidn tothe forl, firlt opens the finier"s 5 eyes bp, tee his wants, and | 
cauſes tnm'to feattile neceſhty of this' Teen 1, The for, : "hi » 
awikened to fee his 'duger.of the curſe of ths fs is "awfully at: 
armed.” Nt the fame time he feels a aheavy vurdeh of Bn ar@pitite. 
'Fhis conſtrains him to go weary and heavy. Faten to Jeſus Ckrift 
for reſt and deliverance. A ſoil here of the evil atid danger” 
of fin, feels the tortures of a. guilty Taniereges, ad trics alt means; 
in kiſs power, to' obtain redre(s. Put, aſter al His frGitlefs pains, 
he finds notning can help him, gr give lim the leaſt quiet'br come | 
fort.” Hereupon he quits all, hs pe in any thing Hhecan icher do 
or. ſuffer, and flies to. the atonins Viood of Rs; grcit Recteemer. 
This blood being relied ga by faith, and beteby: Huiinkted on the | 
conſcience, he feels its ſovereigu F248 For this bibod 'quenches 
the hell within, 'and brings down a "taſte of Heaven"intthe! foul. 
The Kkingdom'ot God is ſet up: in his heart, and/he! bf ofieGedi% 
righteouſneſs. and: peace an@ Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
great change wrought in him, «14 th; ings are FT away "afif brhelt; | 
. all things are become new: The Spirit bears witneſs to this! Jaward 
change, which-none but God coultl'effect - and his Hife and core. 
 veriation: bears. air outward teſtimony to the reality of the! ternal 
work.” For he now deli thts in Cod and hol! neſs ; : andthe (brings. 
forth'the rich and ripe fruits of the Spirit, to the Kon, If. and Pralle 
and glory of God * des hs 
And are not chefs __ evidences ; of bis Vaing intereſts) in ah 
ney? and fanctifying grace of F-\us Chriſt ? ' And maybe 
therefore comfortably fay, 1 know my Redeemer liveth? 'bebaule 
he finds. by experience, that he hath actually redeemed him'from 
the guilt and power of fin. - And* fuck a2 cve may ! live ili fureand 
certain hope-of inheriting, through him, I1mambrtal He and/ead. 
"Teſs glory. His Redeemer liveth, liveth far ever to make IncerEct- 
fion Tor him-: and becauſe his #2deenter liveth, he Thalllive a! _ 
Bur a men muſt find- theſe things. wrought? in bim anu by him, 
before he can have any good reaſon to. [a ay FL know that n my Redeen: 
er liv-:h.” He muſt have proof in himſe't that he j is redeemed from 
the bondage of corrupt nature, and'1s aQually 1 In be 7 fon of thoſe | 
r4ces of the ſpirit, which Chriftz as 4 Redeevier, confkets” upor 
all his fairhful peop ple. _ For inſtance ;_Chriit is made utito all pi 
"Believer, wwiſd om, rightrouſn oor and ifs ation ond:  redern prion.” Fe 
'beftows. upon thers pardon, holinefs, and peace, herein this'Gorl 
But ns one can take any - comfort from this, unleſs Ke 'has* OG 
good evidence. that Jetus has given. them to him in particular 
Tue his having pardon to give-may encourage, x ought” to'en- 
Courage fi finners to ſeek unto him. for it. But they"can have n0 
gonmfor:, until they have realon to conclude that Ny have actual 


ly bh that pardori ; + +{o-a8.t6 feel their..conſcience./at peace 
with God, through t the emiſſion, of their fins : 'a5:0Ur church ex-- 
preſſes it. Chriſt as'a Redeemer, has righteouſneſs;ts Whom on. 
all.that nut} believe... But'if T know nothing/of. gemg 
in'his righteouſaefs. if [ never find joy. and: Peace In- belitving, | 1b 
his righteouſneſs .ig imputedro-me. for ny jultification;.the Jaw 4 N þ 
condemns. me, and my. conſcience”; 1s {tll/full of” "guilt. and- hot oh 
unleſs I am blind and {tnpid. | as.a Redeemer ** he gave himſelf. 
« for-us-' t6 redeem us from all, inquity, and. purify us;-and make- 
« u9%a peculiar people, zealous of 'good-works,”!”:. Bait. how car 
I ay, that 'he' 18. my R:deemner, R theſe reſpets, if I am fila 
fave tofin; under 1s power; and dominiony” - and by 00 Means. 204 - 
lous-of good: works 2. Unleſs the grace'of the Redeemer has effec-. 
tually taught me to renounce At ungodlii eſsand worldly: laſts and: 
<o live Jobetly righteoufly and: godly in this preſent world ;- h&w 
can I; with joy be lodking-for the glorious appearing of the great- 
God, our $4viour,.. whew he. thall.come np tars gk o PR Re 7 
to render vengeance to all that gbey: Not; bis goſpel 2,” | 
Fromy all'this it/is plain, ;thatia man muſt bive the kno 
his o2ing\attuuily redeemed; by Chriſt, from, oY 
prattice of fim- before he'« | 
er Hiveth, v take any ſolid egtnfort from him*: - He muſt apply to 
himſelf all that Chriſt hath done'for Ginuers,. ir the charhthor of G5 
Redeemer ; . for an unapplied Chriſt, 3s 'no Chriſt:'7.- : 
But-it may be alked, + Can any man-apply the meritagt Chriſt's Y. 
e obedience and ſufferings, fo clearly to:humſelt,. as to. be. aſſured «+ - 
« thaths is not deluded $ ' Dhis'ts @ I Tr, ; ant many SONY "7 
[ ſhall.now anſwer under the ” T6 
IV. Head: wherelT am'to point out what exprainty «believer may 
have, ' that Chriſt is his Redeemer, "6p. og? 
Three things combine in conſtituting this certair.ty or aFuranes; ene 
to wits Faith; the fruits of faith nd:the internal-witnzſs. of, God's: -» 
ſpirits The-ſerip tures abound in.great and precious-promif 
both of - pardon. and fantification ; faith eyes theſe ptomiſes- —_ 
pleads' them 3 "but it is >» the Holy Spiriy”: : that works faith an the 
heart, dhdicnabler: :t to apply the ſaying benefits to the ſol, 
It is'expreſsly- ſaid: that faith-is the gi/t -bf God, and wioughtin ns; 
by the operation! of God, *By this divine' operation, I betteve,” the 


ſpirit at fome times! works! 17 S olnk. fuch a:clear-and heart- tele © kg 
conviction/bf their acceptance with (God | through the'merits of-- 
Chriſt, that'they no more:'doudbc of it, than they donbt; of} their 
exiſtence, But thar/therg be no:deceptien in this caſe - the-fruits- 
of the] ſpirit mult” combine, and'bear witneſs alſo. | Theſe fruics are 
mentioned i in various parts of holy writ, and purticularlyy Gal.” fy. 


- 


an” 


IF + 
'28, 23, love, joys proce, ufferings gertlent{ry. good neſs, faith, 
meehnieſt, 9 hog fuſs ſhes oe and external oePons of 
appear, there's the ſtrongeſt 'cerrainty + of our -intereſt , in the 
Redeemer, .. But -as I fpake; under. the laft head, of thoſe ef+ 
fects, which are the. inſeparable conſequences of a ſaving applica” 

m to Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, it-is:needleſs. to eniarge. here. It 
can admit of Cee, that ſuch-an affurance may be. obtained 
by true believers, as:might bs more- fully evinced., both by ſcrip- 
ture examples and declarations, and the. happy experience of the 
people 'of God, in-all ages of the FRuneA Ad 1 {us on to 
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V and laſt. "9 F thedofrine:: nnd I Was ts ſay Catia 
ap! pi thoſe,' who on good $7910: can lays; & know 


re happy dead?! Their ty oh are at folis. Ny ſubs 


ſtantial, "Combere which the world can-neither.give nor take a» 
way." All things ſhall work together for their-good.+; When the. 
world frowns, and they feel the det cays of cfm .., when racked--; 
with excrutiating pains. and bereaved of all the world calls goo1-. 
this blefſed confidence; that their dzvine # deemer diveth : into *hols | 
hands they have:committed all their. deareſt concerns, for time and 
' eternity ; that Redeemer y/ who is faithful, and has;promiſed tobe 
with-them, at all times, when. they paſs through. fire and water, 
and even through . the valley and ſhadow-of death ; this confi ence 
ſupports their ſpirits, . and alleviates all the aM: Afions: of. life. . Great 
p ac: 'fays:the Plalmiſt, have they.that love thy dw, and nothing /þ lf .. 
| off:nd them :* And theiBropher, The work of righteouſ-ceſ hall fog peace 
and-th: UE +2 of righteouſn: fr, quietn'ſs and: afſuranee-for ever.” 
Bus wizo can. expreſs the happineſs of being at,p2ace with God. . 
now, and to; depart hene2, with a ſenſe of this p2ace upon. our. 
minds ? : « Chez peace of God,” fays the late Archhiſh3p'of Can- 
rerbury, © 18 taut t lonſe of being. in {rien&ſhip-with him, yi feel. 
;ng of comfort and joy lowing, fron hin, wiich -paſſerh all un- -. 
« derftading, exzecds th> conceptions: of thoſ2, was baye.not- - 
cx expzrience it. 9 will exceed, | hereafter, th2 conceptions. of,../; 
« thoſe a0 have.” - Dae patriarchs, was die4 ia Haith, found... 
P8202, 13.) death. Ts >, they could ſay,' ir our: "God for - 
ant ever; be /þ ill b: our guide even wie death, They knew-their -.. 
Gol :was mth them and wouid ba with ta2n, w24 the hody. re- 
turazd.roduft; and their fp' pirit-to him wW.t2 gave it, - Faith loake 
upon d>ath as difarn2d. of its ſtiag',a34 p2wer ta do hurt; and 
| chorlfoce e they laid dowa their hv is, aw feil aſleep. inthe. ara 
of deith (ith a3 much FIPEAre 23 @5 1 wagry itaxe'te; ack dow: 


to rel , Þ'62y fell. aft: ep... 


"But this happineſ: » 1 "FIR by the limits of time 4 
{tretches into the world of ſpirits, and runs out through an ever. 
Hſting duration. 4 1 know” way s Job, «that my Redeemer liveth, 
«and that he ſhall ſtand en x64 latter day — the earth - -and 
«. tho _ AG" ſkin, worms deſtroy this body ; is in.my fleſh - 
« ſhall | whos I ſhall ſee os myſelf, y eyes ſhall . 
«« behold we er not another.” 

My. text would lead me to treat of the A Fg and of the 
aypearance of the Lord Jefus-at the final judgment, but- as this 
would -xceed the bounds of ene ſfermon,, l ſhall draw tO 2 conclu- 
fion, by ſome application. s 
' . You haye heard, 'miy brethren, how the Lord Jeſus is the _re- 
deemer. of ment, what he has done and ſuffered to bring about their. 
_ redemption, and what certainty true belieyers: may have of his be. 
ing their redeemer; andthe neceſſity of this knowledge, in, order. 
to draw any Peace: or cotnfort from the doctrine of redemption ;. 
and that this. knowledge flows from faiths and from an, experience 
of a real deliverance wrought in us, by him 7 and yoa hare alſe 
heard of: the happineſs reſulting from ſach faith and experience,. 
And now, who among. you can fay, I knw that my Redeemer liv- 
2th 2 Can you, from+any clear evidence, of your own experience, 
declare, I know that Jeſus 'is-my redeemer ? Nee the good ſpirit 
of the Lord -bear-witaels to this in your hearts ? and do yourlives 
teſtify the ſame 2? Can you ſay that Jeſus has redeemed you from _ : 
all 6 Pg arid. Why you to' himſelf, ſo that you are become. 

new creatures, full of-zeal for good works ? If at can truly ſay_. 
this, then are ye happy, and may ſay, 7 know that my releemer live. 
e:h, _ But if not, you are deftitute of the truc fkIation of poſe 
pel comfort, which is. laid in Jeſus, and the knowledge of what Ie 
on done for —_ as our Redeemer. from the gut and. power of | 
Te Wh inn PT LS C93 &, N | 

But perhaps, «aa: x WR all may think that theſe things are not. 
| to be cuoagh in this world ; and athers may think it preſumption, : 
for any man. to ſay that he rag them, Job, you ſee, did not 
think it preſumption-to ſay that he knew them : nor did.St. Paul: Fl 
20r yet St. John. "The fon of God, ſays tho latter, hath given us. 
underſtanding, that we may know him that 3 is true ; . and that we 
ae in him that is true ; 'even in his ſon Feſus Chriſt. And as you 
call yourſelves members of the church, I would have you look i It. 
:o her ſtandards, and. there you will find the very fame doQtrine, 
in the $d.part of the homily, on Rogation week, our churc B48 ſays = 
« thata man may feel his conſcience at peace with God, t * 
© the. remiſſion of His fins:”* . And this is the language of all the 


\ 


living m2mbers of the church. You ſee we haye the authority of 


ww 


- the end, as 5 wail aha of ſurigtics,roipra tha A 
nowbe affured' that they are intereſted iwthe <banelte of: dam 
tion,”*-F Hope”: you will no longer denyia factſohvell atteſted. - - YOUrT' 
_ deny of it will only prove that yoware'ſtrangers.toftrue faithy/and 
.. the power of the g ofpel. © And-a"very ſtrong prot it 18:0 bers; 
wountii'th; God, 5% faw the want- of it yourtelves. | 25a 

Let me Tae exhort- and charge you ally pods ſirangets to 
2 Faith and the*vital power of religion; tio/ lonje er to diſpute-againit 
them 4 3 but'feek 10.God to give'you- ſuch faith; as, with bring with 
it the knowledge of falyation-througlthe remiſſion of your-fans.. If 
_ deſire a caltn and gerene. conicience, free-from-guilt, and con- 
Kh emnation, if you would be faved- from the power: and -commion 
$4 of fin; if-you wotrild have peace * and” comfort 'under all the evils 
: and »MiQions. of "life ;- if you would have'peace inideath 'and- a 
happy*tmmortality, beg of God-'that you''may- know that Jeſus: is 
your redeemer, and that you have an/intereſt in all the' benefits of 
Hs death and paſſion. © For you" 'fever1 Can be happy: without an 
erience of bl redemption on” your hearts and lives; While you 
; * deſtifute of that faith in Nth that purifies the heart and works. 
by love, you'are under bondage to*fin/and .corru vr and liable 
- - every moment to'the ſtrokes of efernal juſtice! Think; © think 
now. what your” condition muſt be, heh you lie panting onthe . 
confines of death"and eternity: | if you are deſtitute of the living, . 
ſoul-juſtifying, aud heart purifying "Faith, All your fins* ſtanding 
unatoned againft you. Heaven frowning from above z Juſtice 
Feivaliing | its due; and the” wages of fit before ' you,” evep ever- 
RODE, death and deſtruction of foul and'body in hell. » Ol} what 
C ny, chearleſs, comfortlefs ſtate is this! What diretul: fore- 
ting » What racking rortures !” And'yet theſe are only the» be- 
gin Mo of forrows.” O that" theſe confiderations may» have their 
due weight and inflyence ori your minds. May the Lord convince 
ou now 'of. your watt of faving faith, and'T[tir' you up to feek' ity as 
the free” gift. "God, and as Mo opefation of the Almighty pitt | 
Oſeek, ſetk earfieftly till you find' © Seek humbly, -in all the'ways | 
of the ordinances and means of grace : and neverxeſt'till you- are 
\ brought* tothe knowledge'of a Joving Saviour, and/are. able £0 ſap 
with Obdebce, 1 kriow'that my * deenier tivith.” , 
"Are any of you convinced of fin, ſ6 is to ſee*your ite arid dan- 
Bis 3 ng are You g's above all rhe to: Went deliverance 


you 4 eg Ks Hred" "Np, r F6- it your n ho Wobtigeſs, 
Fg os the S'yiour of the unworthy. "Are you” afraid" he wilt not 
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recerve your becauſe you are. hnners?, He:came! to:{ave thelpvedt- 
eſt; the chief of 4m 'Buty:iO:ſays $ 6g; Lhaverinned with: 
«6 high* hand 1 hawweoninued. hams in{my.rebetlion igainſt:him/t 
Why. .chen you' ftand..in;greaterneecof pardon, » make-haſte, there- 
bar co obtain -Ity: by: applying.” hin. the; more earneſt |y:4 for. tw 
But fay you , &/F-find-fo much + weakneſs, "GD xeokw rdneſsg 8 
65: myfelf. Ta lam at'a loſs howto: take-one? ep? {Vhis:45 ana 
ther morive,' why-you-thould look up. tor your Re den > 3 :becanſe- 
ir 4s'for © fuch'fettered captives as' youi,/ helebtamed the: .tightri6f 
redemption! '+he came to; feek and/fave the loſt and thethalpieſs. 
Go, jaſt"as'you-are<- fall downbeforerthim, as/2 poor; weak; loſt 
fnner, forfherwillf regard the prayer ofthe poor deftitate; And wot | 
delpiſe their defire.''. He 1s the Redeemer, the'friund 'of finneza 
and it's his'offige- to: ſave chert.'; His Jove tor them 1bþ#onghrhim: 
wo from heatenpErried himthrough ablaſphming and perſecws 
ting wor twnailed. Trike” to Cretan. laid, him in. the "BY 
From thenoehe'toſe; agKn; aſcended; up-on'high, and. ko hwor 
the ripkthawlof God, where:he:over iveth to-plead for finners, and. 
make ragroaGon for manlkinth-at the- bar of juſtice. © conſider 
what a bleflingivis to/hayerfaclan advocare, withithe' father; >Te- 
- WH fs Chrift therrighteous; Make! ll: your wants kudwn/t64 thing, 
Wand he wilſapply-thewo. Dpentyour hearr befor e him; axphcinks. 
WW nowicdge how great and numerous your fins have been...» /Qofitebs | 
 thermſhambly, ” ": Own yourſelf loſband miſerable, and pobt: *that 
| you bave forfeited-all right!and titte' to 'the Theayenly-inheritanogy 
* Wl and hive nothing'ts tedeenvat! | Own Four guilt andthe uthce at 
your-ceofdemnation,'and that you hivenotling to procure apavdagn = 
{ WI for ove fin. Own that you have been'h captive. even a willing 
- WH ciþtive to Satan and'fin. and/now you7are*too feeble to break; loake 
- WH fcwnithe clains'ant fetters, wherewith you are! bound; Plead tree 
grace and mercy alone. andthe Lord' Jeſus will glorify theirithes | 
«: tisove andpity; in making you out full. dann; and procut-. 
5 WM ing%@ complete deliver ance, and alſo title to The inhepjtaſice. you. 
| havefforfeited His Holy Spivir will-be ſet down to.ubea this tel. 
* MW fony of it, in your heart: and'to'give * you” iv5e,zand:{joy and 
e i peice; in believing. He will 'cloathe'you with garments 64-tal- 
! UI and will enrich thy ſoul, juſtified bythe righteounels'of 
te Redeemer, with his ſanCtifying graces. mottifying ſin 4n;vou, 
- WH 5d aniking you ative to God, and-fruitful in all good: works. 
* WH {bio will you have the happy experieneez that Chrilt is. indeed 
, WH. your Redeeiner, 'when you 74 yourſelf thus actually redeemed, 
- by partaking of the benefits of redemption” You wilt be happy 
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_ . © +All this, and more than-ean be conceived, will the dear Redeem... 
er do for all that will apply unto him, © No-tongue can relate the. 
eatneſs' and number-of-the graces'and bleflings,' which he will. 
reely. beſtow-. « He, that has a true faith, now'taſtes/of them, and 
in hope,. enjoys their fulneſs..... What he now taſtes is exceeding, 
{ſweet and-pleafant, but, nothing to be-compared with what he will 
. taſte, when faith and -kope ſhall ceaſe, and the ſoul hall be fillea, 
with that fulneſs of. joy,- which is in the preſence of God above. 
Oh,- what a pippinets f What 2-heaven will it be to fee our 'Re. 
deemer ſtanding, in.the latter day, upon the eatth «ſhining in all- 
the ws re divine glory | 'To behold him face tq face, whom. 
the hoftsof heaven. worſhip-ant adore! ' And theta be able to 
ſay,this-a$..my Redezmer, my elder brother, my. beloved. and my 
friend, vehat joy unſpeakable will.this affordi? How: will. the hea. 
venly arches ring, 'with thoſe rapturous ſhout#of praiſe Warthy i: 
«obrnther was flarh," (0. recezve power, and: riches, -and wiſdom, 
and flrength, nd honoung;and glory, and bleſſing,—ſor-thou was ſlain, 
and ./; aſt rece:rmed thy to Gedz by thy blood, fc. *: [What a ſubje£t of 
gratituds.and, thankſgiving will che confderation.of his free grace 
afford, which raiſed us trom. ho ,- and: the loweſt ſtate of 
wretchedneſs,.,to the higheſt ſtate-of liberty,, happineſs and! exal. 
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tation... No tongue can utter, or-heatt copetive,. how great / our 
blefſedneſs.muſt:be,! co pen fo 1 bog oy RL ay 
- :And yet, :O: ye careleſs ſinners, who-are now in captivity and 
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bondage, al}\tbjs glory and felicity may be yours...  Feſus, the great. 
Redeemer, new offers -it-to. you all freely! Q come/and;accept. it., 
:Are-you ſo. blind and diſtraCted, as to think yourfins.can make you; 
happier, thay Jeſus the Saviour ?. If you are riarc)then xeturu no 
-more; to foliy,,'. Go this day, this hour to a throne of mercy : .com- 
rait yourſelves to the Redeemer's handg,..and, (finful. as-ye are; he. 
-will in-rio Wiſe reje&t you, but will ſend bis good ſpirit into your- 
hearts to give you faith and preſent comfort, and, prepare you. for. 
everlaſting {alyation above theſe lower ſkies. And fading deliver, 
ance, through his blood, from the. guilt.2=0 POWEr (ings you will: 
now -enjoy.eace, in knSwing ..that your. 2ececmer liveth, and: will 
appear.-aS Your triend, , in the.great day af judgment, when you 
will ſee him for yourſelves, and your eyes. ihall behold; and not 
FOOTE IT WO ES ON Le I ng 
| Sinners, the year of jubilee.is come, and.gtcrigus liberty is pro- 
claimed, are. you ſo wedded to your luſts and earnal pleaſures, that - 
ye will not take the henefit ? Will you ſay, ;I love.my maſter the, | 
devil, and in his ſervice I delight ; 7 love my wife, my luſts, to which: 
"Lam wedded ; and my. ch;/dren,, my companions iu fin, and & will. 
c0t go.iree? In ſuch a cafe, you know what muſt be'ths reſults 
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you muſt be brought to the door poſt of your maſter's houſe, . have 
your ear bored. through with an awl, and:be a ſervant for ever. 
And, O what a maſter—the'prince of helt who now employs you- 
in his'drudgery, 'and will thortly reward you with death eternal. 'O 
that you would hearken to 'the- ſound of the goſpel \trumpet, 'and. 
now embrace the liberty and the'riches, which are freely ofteted, 


through Jeſus Chriſt the dear Redeemer. Amen. 
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P84Lve i, 1, 2, 3,4; 5, 6. 


Bleſſed is the man that walketh nt in the counſel. of the ungodly, nor 
js in the way of ſinners, nor fitte/h in the ſeat of the /corntul, 

: But his delight rs in the law of the LORD, and jn þis law doth mer. 
ditate day and ni; ht. And be foall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth, his jratt in his Jeaſon ; his leaf alſo 
ſhall nat wither, and what/cever he dothijball proſper. The ungodly 
are not ſo :. but are like the chaff, which the wind driveth, away, 
Therefore the unyodly ſhall not fland 1n the judgment ; nor ſinners in 
the congregation of t e righteous. Fer the Lord knoweth the way of 
the righteous ; but the way of the ungodly ſhali periſh. 


APPINESS: is the ſtrongeſt, _ and moſt inyariable delire,of 
'L the human heart ; ard the principal purſuit of man. _ Thig 
$ the obje&t that puts, and keeps the worla in motion. Look through 
all the nations of the earth, and take a view of high arid low. rich 
and , In all their various movements, ſchemes conduct, and 
employment of time; and alk every one, what are you ſeeking ! 
what do you wiſh to obtain by doing this or that ? The true anſwer 
would be, «I am-in ſearch of {gmething to make me happy.” '— 
And yet happineſs is ſo feldom the lot of mortals here—and un- 
bappineſs . univerſal, among all ranks and claſſes, ſrom the prince 
to the pealant, that the common epithet beſtowed on this world, 
_ By miſerable, or, cakadds = Fog why is this ? Doth our great 
Creator, who-is all goodneſs and compaſſion, delight in the miſe- 
ries of his creatures ? Or, has he made no provifian for. their hap- 
pineſs-—has he placed nothing within their reach that can Sole 
them happy ? So far is he from delighting in human woe, that he 
delights in mercy—and puniſhment is his frange work.  . He has 
furniſhed mankind with proper objeQs of the moſt refined happi- 
| els, ſuitable to their-rational nature; and has favoured'them with 
"Means to-obtain it : ſo that it is in the power of every man to be 
happy who is not wanting to himſelf, 


99 
\The-reafon then, why {few obtain this objec qr pur 
hi, is, that they ſeek 'it in ſuch'things, 'as-are of af- - 
fording happineſs ; or putſue/it-by wrong Means. God made-us 
for himſelt, and gur hearts can'neyer reits twl they reſt i ain him 
_ He is4 being of ſpotleſs purity and holineſs, 'and is the ſoutce of 
-all true hap a Wh ; With him 18: the well of life, a la of pure, 
ſubſtantial: pleaſures fow-at his rig ht Rand;the:perfeEtionof felicuy 
and' the only ſatisfyiag rdt'and falneſh, Motte 10 the Capacity” 
of mortal 5d fts) man,* - The world-ang- All its. 6 joyments, 
its pleaſures,” riches and honours, is a portian, far t00- canty,; and 
confined, to bulk with the: large dehires;/and nnbounded cravings 
of the never-dying ſoul: © With great propriety' y*dit our hag alk 
that important queſtion;* & What thall & aol A man, if be tha) all” 
+ gain the whole» warkd, and loſe his' own: doul P. Were any. man 
feflor of the: earthy: and ealled/the ſtars his own ; his ſoul would 
e ſtill reſtleſs and in-motion, till it-centered } n ant objeRt infinite-" 
ly excellent, both in ndture and duration. - - Such- an object 3 is. 
God. 9 | "ng p » 


In the Palm juſt read,” as.the ES of my arts Gy which 
1s placed i in 4, 603 of all his/excellent compoſitions, Dark points 
out the true happineſs of man. © A happineſs tuitable to his pature, 
which refreſhes with fach- joys. and comforts, that the poflefſor. of 
it may ſtand unmoved RY all the forms: of life; 5 unterrifi=" 
ed, at that Freat' 2h awful day; When the. ungodly. {ball. call for: 
rocks and mountains; to hide them' from the face of. him, that ſp 
teth on the throne,''znd from. the” wrath of. the Lamb... - 
The' means which lead to this happineſs, are laid be 6 wii aak 619A 
the truly happy ian is charaCerized, 1n; this Phalm ; 3: whith Lf Lt gl | 
now proceed to point:out; as they lie-Before men" | : 
-_ *T' Jathe'firſt and? fecand yerſe, the charater of the bappy mi man. 
1s mark? 2d,” both negatiy« ie 
IL In the third yerſe;-thi 
| forth, by 2 very hvely fannie. - Ef 4. + nal 
"NIL In the fourth and ſth OY his havoinels | is. «Wi ated, 
% contraſting'it with the miſery and giſnppointrient of the wick | 
"N ? 
"IV. The Pſalm EL LIRA by pointing out. the. grounds; on 
which the happineſs-of the one;. and:the miſery of. the other, will - 
reſpeQively turn, at-the laſt Ras: 1 tral ſpeak byieſy: to MID” - 
ticular, and 'conchude, ar 
\'V, With ſome application. - | 
T. The'character of.the truly happy man is = made 


negatively and poſitively, in the two firlt rerſ| BReF accom 
mg to the orders begin; OTA 
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'*1, With the negative properties. They are the'three following, 

| ©; He woalketh not in the counſel of the ungodly. . 2. He flandeth: not 
in the way of finners. 3.: He futteth not in the feat of the eornful. — 
Theſe are the thirigs, in which the generality ſeek for happineſs, and 
meet with perpetual diſappointment: --. -Nor. can/1t be otherwiſe," 
ſeeing kappinels is obtairied, by ſhunning thoſe very things, which 
they; Neckhs, and fooliſhly and obſtinately-refuſe to abandaen. - 
-» In the words, you will obſerve a three-fold climax, inthe perſons 

 —in the ations and in the objeRs, of the aQions.. ''Froni the lef- 

' fer kind of wicked:men, the chmax riſes to the greater. ; ungodly 
finners and ſcornful. -» Which three: . characteriſtics comprize+all 
forts 'of unholy and 'ungodly men; - "The ſame climax 15-obſeryed_ 
in-the actions'; walking, ſtanding and fitting z theſe aQtions com- 

rize all that aſſociation and commerce: with- carelefs,” lewd. ard. 
wicked companions,” againſt 'which' we are frequently cautioned, 
in the word of God, as inimical-to the ſoul; and deſtructive to hap. 
pine(s,” The climax is alſo- obſervable in.the objects of the ach. 
” ons ; .cornſel, way and /eat 4 which includes inquity. of all kinds, 
external and-internal. - The whole yerſe-1s'cextremely. emphatical, 
"fullof inftruAion, and-caution to-forſake the wicked, and live, and | 

. "to go in the way of underſtanding ; to quit the company and prae. 

tice of ſinners, as ever. we wiſh,-or expeCt-to-be happy. 


% 


- 
_ 


" , The Pſalmiſt begins at-the loweſt-round:; + *Blefſed is the man, 
that ' walketh not in the counſel of the wngodly- (Perſons, who are-not 

_ _ Hotoriouſly-vitious, and whoſe'lives are not marked with ſcandalous 

+, crimes, and enormous oftences, may yet'be ungodly: -beeaule they 
may be in a ſtate of nature | utichanged, ay 42s unrenewed 


A 
"oh. 
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| _ _ * In the ſpiritof theirmind.”: All ſuch are carnal,and are at enmity 
ke - with God; though in other reſpe&s they may be decent-and civil, 
ja#t and honeſt -in their dealings: <They have no/ delight-in God, 
' 1: his word and ordinanct#s3 and ſo live in- the negle&t. of the dy- 
+ties- of -prety, which they- owe to-God ;*they have no. reliſh -for 
prayer, praiſe, and dther pious exerciſes /-and:therefore they-either 
; perform not theſe duties: at all ; cor, at beſt, ina very formal, and 
Mnconftant manner,” All ſach- are- ungodly: people... + And bleſſed 
is the man that wilketh not in. their coun/e/, that doth not take his | 
_ *religious-maxims from them 3'. arid negle&t God*and the means of.  ' 
| falvation, as they do, nor imitate them, -in their vain maginations, 
pride and ſelf-ſufficiency that doth not partake with them, in their,” 
delights: nor fall i with them, in their airy ſchemes for pleaſure 
and happineſs, in riches, honours and' preferments, that doth not,” 
'reſt, as they do, in a name*to'live, while they are dead, or, in any. 
thing ſhort of inward holineſs, the mind that- was. in Chriſt, and 
the love of God ſhed abroad in the heart, by the Roly-Ghoſt, _*: 


l 1 | 
2. Bleſſed is the man that ſtandeth" not in the way of fnnerd; | 
thoſe who are guilty, not oily of fins'of omiſſion, but of commitſe 
fon, 'In rhis clafs, are ranked all ſwearers, liars, drunkards, 'for- - 
nicators and adulterers, 'in ſhort, all: who live-in the praQice of 
thoſe fins, which the ' word of--God forbids, and threatens, with 
death-and damnation, alt thoſe, that do ſuch thitgs. ' 'Happy is the 
man 'that-ftandeth aloof from their company and ways. Fry ſtand 
with, or take ſuch' 'as-companiorts' 4s dangerous in the extreme. 
- | Keep my: brethren, at a'tliftance*from "them, for it" is exceedingx 
y | hard, yea-morally impoſhble;-to-affociate with"ſduch; and not catch” 
1 | the contagion of theip-ſpirir; and ve drawn to- patticipate in their 
1 | crimes. [© Their very breath,” as'Fgood man juſtly obſerved, **'s 
- | < infeftious.” Nay;even the” reliſh fot fuch company; - is a tuihci. 
| . © ent indication of #-corrupted heart; and ritiatedtaſte,' md the want 
of a due regard to the honour and 'glory of God. +*Righteous Lot 
. Þ was grieved with the. fithy-converſatiortof Sodom ;*and his pious 
- I foul was yexed from day:todvlay, at their uttlawful deeds.” And we 
; Þ find David, when fully reſolved to [erve and glorify God, by a life 
of holy obedience; crying-out, Away, from me. ye wicked: for I 
| [< wilt keep the commandments of God,” Intimating the impoſe” 
- - BE fibility of doing this,” without af ſeparation from the fociety of evil 
EE doers. | And when he appealed to God for the integrity of hjs heart 
the -fincerity. of his love; andthe innocency of* hig? prattice, he 
brings in-this as an evidence of all, *'F have not fat with vain per. 
&« ſonsnor will-I go in with difſemblers; T Kaye hated the congrega» '* 
6 tions of 'evit doers, nor will I fitewith the'wicked.”. Let all'then, 
who wiſts to prove their regard to God, "and delire the happineſs of 
"their own ſouts;*ſhun the company of finners,' as they would the - 
| plague, and/avoid their ways, as theygwould the fire of hell. - = 
A 3. Che negative properties of the happy man, are concluded, by 
faying, that, he doth"not fit inthe ſeat of the ſcornful. Obſerve 
how the progreſs of {in is here marked.” ' Thorough proficiency, in 
lin, is ſeldom the.;work of -onerday. © The firiner is generally led on 
from one degree t6 another, till at length he arrives at the pinna: 
Cle of iniquity. 'Vhe firſt ſtep is to wa'k1n the counſel of the-un- 
Weodly. Prayer, and other duties of piety and means of grace, are 
WiegleRted'; andall delight in, and reliſh for, theſe facred exerciſes,' 
are quickly loſt. But men'will ſeek-happuiels ; -and when ſacred 
Xerciſes become taſteleſs and a wearinefs, they mult ſeek delight 
and pleaſure, in fomethirig elſe. - "This 'naturally throws them in. 
0 the company of finters. And though ſuch, as have been fay-' 
red with eary Drecepts and-examples of piety, may, at. firſt, be ; 
ocked at their profane language, and- ſtruck, with horror at their 
1d finning and abo.ninable deeds ;' yet, by cuſtom, theſe things -.. 
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become more familiar; they'appeat leſs and leſs ſhocking and hor. 
rid,” And as they imbibe more and more of the ipirit* of tho 6, 
with whom they ({tand, or:affociate, vice beging'to wear a more'plea, 
fing form, and they break through'the reſtraints of conſcience, and 
of a religious educatior; and venture to imitate their companions, 
both 1n. afiguage and practice.” "And now they make 'great'pro. 
;grels, in'the infernal art of inning, the waters are let out, and they 
will ſoon carry all before” 'them.':+Fhe heart becomes more'and 
more 'callous, and deterinined in; wickedneſs. And that they may 
avoid all Yeproofs from conſcience, and all reſtraints fron; any ſhac. 
les of a pious education, they ſeek to imbibe libertine principles, 
Tet themſelves againſt all religion; and take their feat in the ſcorns: 
e&r's chair.” And here, - too probably,” they will ſit} till they are 
dragged out of it, tothe bar of God, to receive the due rewards of 
While a man-is-*valking,. (though in the council of the ungod. 
ly) there hope he may op while he is ſtanding, in' the way of 
finners, though this is'a- more- permanent-/poſture,- than walking, 
yet it is aot improbable,” but, he may/come away. But' now' he has 
taken up his'reſt,has ſat down'in-the-ſeat of the ſcornful,what hope 
can we entertain"of his+-recovery: to the''way of religion, ” andthe 
paths of piety ? His heart is'more confirmed-in hardneſs'and im, 
piety,he makesa'mock"of fin, a Jeſt of the ſacred word, laughs at the 
threatninys of the law, and treats, with contempt and ſneer, thoſe 
awful realities, which tqake” even devils tremble.”* He direCts the 
poiſonous arows of a maligning: tongue againſt thoſe humbie, duti. 
ful ſeryantsof God. who are'as dear to their maſter, as the 'apple 
of his eye. ©” He loves his folly, he delights in ſcorning and hates 
knowledge. What a fearful ſtate is this4 O that you all, and-e(-' 
pecially the younger part of ty audience, would conſider this now, 
and not, by 'neglefting God and religion, contract familiarity and 
connection. with ſinners, and '{ become hardened in wickedneſs, 
and proof againtt all:the-means of converſion and true happineſs, 
Havinz taken a view of 'the-tiegative, IÞroceed?- += en 1h 
8. To the pokitive properties of- the appy man.. "Theſe are al- 
fo :4r+', and ftand diretly oppoſed to the three former.” *'1,- He 
delighteth m the law of God :-which is oppoſed to the council of 
the ungodly. 2. He meditates, or 'exerciſes himſelf, in this law : 
which 1s oppoſed to the way of finners. 3.” He is coaſtant in this 
exerciſe, day and night : in dire&X oppoſition te him, ' that fitteth' 
in the ſeat of the ſcornful. '*The way to heaven, and the way tohell. 
axe juſt oppoſite : and they are fo plainly diſtinguiſhed in ſeriptare, 
that he muſt be yery careleſs and inattentive, who'knows nat, ut 


” 
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which of thoſe ways he is going. ng Ls 


by 2&2 
. 1. His delight is in the law of the Lord, Our ſafety and happis 
nels depend,on the way, in which we walk, and the objects of our 
delight. © Every happy child of God, makes the bible, the whole 
doCtrine. of divine inſpiration, the joy of his heart, the delight of 
his foul—and the rule of his life. And hence he Jerives ſoi1d and. 
ſubſtantial felicity z for in theſe ſacred records, he finds provition 


x 


foired.to the nature, wants, and appetites of his ſoul... In the goſe 
pel he drfcovers the pearl of great price _ and he parts with every 
thing elſe, to purchaſe. this. He admires the calket, for. the ſake. 
of the jewel ;—delights in the goſpel for the fake of the Saviour, 
therein revealed. A Saviour, in, whom all fulneſs dwells, —all that. 
is ieedful to make him happy in life, in death, aid to all eternitys 
in him he has found a righteouſneſs, equal to all the demands of. 
the holy !aw, or covenant of works. which he. had broken, and. 
ſuiicient to deliver him trom the miſeries of fin and condemna» 
tion—to-reſtore him to the fayour of God, and entitle him to eter= 
nal life and blefſedneſs, He hath found ſtores of grace to renew 
and ſanctity his heart and ſoul—to inſpire him with holy aftections, 
and 2 relith for that ſpiritual food, which ſatisfies and pleaſes - the. 
appetites of the immortal ſpirit. - Chriſt being made unto him, botlhy 
righteoufnefs. and fanCtification, he-is. not only juſtified, but made 
holy, ſo that he delights.in the law of God, becauſe-it is holy, A. 
holy nature will delight i holy things, _ Thy law zs very pure, ſaid 
the holy Pſalmiſt,' therefore thy /ervant love:b it. To atoul xenews 
ed, after the image of God, the law-is more deſirable than goid— 
yea, than much fine gold--ſweeter alſo. than: honey, and the ho. 
ney comb, .- And among other things, he delights in, and loves, 
the law of God. becauſe it teaches and directs to ſuch a conducts. 
It xa obſervance of which there is preſent happineſs—-a great re« 
ward. :: VE Ty 
2. He meditates, or exerciſes himſelf, in thi law. His love to 
God's law becomes habitual. and draws forth his thoughts and de- 
lires after it. His mind frequently contemplates. the object of hig 
light. Tt is as natural to the renewed ſoul, to fix in meditation on. 
the law-of God, as it is- for the wicked and unconverted to fix 
their meditations on their ſinful pleaſures, and carnal gratificationss: 
Nor will this love to, and delight in, the law of the Lord, be con* 
fined within the breaſt. _ No, it wil! break out into language , for” 
the mouth of the i ighteous will ſpeak wiſdom, and bis tongue will talk 
of judgment. © Thy ſtatutes,” ſays David, have been my ſongs in 
«* the houſe of my pilgrimage.” '—The praQice will alſo be regu= 
lated thereby, as the words and aCtions will be conformed to that 
lacred rule. This indeed is the beſt and ſureſt teſt of our love to. 
God, and delight in his law. «© Lhave hid thy word within my 
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« heart, that I mig he not fin againſt thee,” "Or again, £c it 
' & {foul hath kept hy teſtimonies; for I have loyed them exceed. 
« ingly.” And. in this 2d greed goes the t true Chriſtian exerciſe him 
ſelf in the law/of the Lord. 
\ ., 3, This love, delight- and oertiſe,' is not vſuddel flaſh or art 
but. uniform. and perpetual, day and night. :. The path of the juſt 
reſembles the ſun, wbich ſhines more and more .unto the perfect 
” day. ..As there is a ſymmetry,. ſo wuſt there be a conſtancy, in the 
religiorr.of eyery true: þeliever in. Jeſus Chriſt, and lover of God. 
W hers this {tedfaſtneſs, and daily exercite in. religious concerng 
are wanting, in vain is happineſs, in religion, to, be expeed, The 
ſoul of. the. luggard defireth,- and hath not - but the hand of the 
diligent maketh fat, -;'He that'is ſtedfaſt and untoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, and exercifing himſelf unto 
godlineſs, ſhall firid, hy happy experience, that his labour 1 I*.not n 
vain in the Lord. + Add this Jeads me, +. 

II. To ſpeak of the conſtituents of that man's bas Toineſi: Cot forth. 
in the third verſe, -by a very lively ſimile, «© And he ſhall be like. 
«& a tree. planted, by the rivers of water that bringeth for, his - fruit 
« in his ſeaſons ; his leaf alfo ſhall not wither and whatſoever he 

« doth ſhall proſper.”,. wo 

\ . This fille 1s to repreſent a lrely, Aduridhing; ar nd vigorous ſtate 
of the ſoul. and the perpetuity of that ſtate. As trees and planty, 
which are well' watered, or nouriſhed with proper moiſture, are 
green, flouriſhing, lively and fruitful, ſo is the foul of that man; 
who, on the one hand, fhuns the council of the ungodly, the way 
of ſinners, and ſeat of the ſcornful ; anc, on the other, delights i in 
the law of the Lord, meditates oa it and exerciſes himſelf therein 
Cay and night t, The happy $ouT 1 1s bleſſed with divine conſolations, 
which are neither few nor fmall.'; Oy. as David ſays, it is ſatisfied, 
as with marrow and fatneſs, which caules the. mouth to praiſe God, 
with joyful lips. There is no happineſs to be compared to. that of 
ſerving God, with a lively heart, and vigorous afteCtions : and of 
baving communion with him 1n his ordinances, To feel his p OWs 
er, to taſte his love, and praiſe his name, 15 a preſent Dt 
beyond what all this wor}d can beſtow. It is more gratifying to. 
the ſoul, than the' moſt delicious food: to the taſte. 'The higheſt 
| pratifications of ſenſe are poor and infipid to that inward ſatisfaCti:, 
On, which ariſes from the love and ſervice of God. And as this 
5s real happineſs in itſelf, ſo it waters and feeds, invigorates and 
ſtrengthens the ſoul, conforms it more'to the image of Chriſt, and. 
qualifies it for:ever new and growing delights. 'The exerciſes 
above mentioned, and that ſacred intercourſe with God, will mas. 
nifeſt themſelves, by their happ? effe.ts. He bringeth. forth fruit 
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in ſeaſon. They are i with great peace in the man's-o.yn 


heart, | Great peace have they that love thy- law,.the law of God. 


'The work of. righteouſneſs. {h all be. peace, and the effect of ngh. 
 teouſneſs, quietneſs and afſurance for.ever,: But the fruits and.ef. 
fefts' are not confined: to himſelf ; OT. within: his breaſt; . They 


manifeſt themſelves. in. works:of mercy;:- as. well: as: of piety,:in 
their ſeaſon.::- According to. his ability, he endeavours to do.good 


to the ſoul and body of every. child of -man.” To do: good.and.to 
- communicate. he :forgets nor knowing, that: with ſuch [ſacrifices 


God is well pleaſed.-.- Andy. next'to the. enjoyment, of God. no 


happineſs is 'equal.to that, of: 'toiug wud efey; and.in ad the 
diftreſſes of. our fellow creatures, >. e:, +7 L,# 


* 


'\ Moreover, i in'theſe divine exerciſes, the Lond, Ha above, cons 
tinually waters his ſoul,-improves the heavenly life begua , with 


living treams of. grace, fo:that his profeſſion continues green, and 
the leaf thereof withereth. not, nor.1s the fruit blaſted, or the. beau- 
ty tarniſhed 2. but. on- the contrary. he majntains a conſiſteriey of 
conduQ, and grows - it grace and . the. .knowledge.of- Jeſus Chriſt; 


And to:crown alt whatſoever he doeth. ſhalf proſper... His prayers 


aſcend to heaven, and: bring down an anſwer of pexce . his labours 
of love-are 'accompamed. with heavenly. bleſſings, and all. the AdiC. 
penſation of providence hall work. together for: his good. - Such con- 
{tituentsmuſt.render 2 man-truly happy.". And it is a happineſs, 
whach- the; world; cannot take away,.or the .waltes ef. time: 10Ppaire 
Q that our character may. corre{pond with. his and chen 9% we 


has in:kis. happineſs.:> Which ha; ppineſtiisg » i ry. 


IL: Ttuftrared by contraſting ut, with the miſery =” diſappoine. S 


| ment of the «wicked... .. «The ungodly are not fo :: but are like 


< the: chaff which. the wind driveth. away. : Therefore the ungod- 
« ly. ſhall: not ſtand in-the Ju6gmeuk. 3 .nor fnners in the $Ongrega- 


tion of the zighteous.”. 4. © - ; DR rt Tn” I. av 


' The wngodly: mukt. AE bs nn. as pe a Pet 'or the 


wicked; of every clafs and deſcription, Their character, and, CON. 


ſequently, their ſtate and condition, are the reverſe of. the. riakte= 
ous. .,.The ungodly are net ſe. ; Fheir. temper, their: praQice;compa.. 
Ny, and delights- are the ver y contraſt. to thoſe, .above, .de{cribed.. 


They ſeek a chr happineſs in.the word and ordinances of God,. 


they purſue the way of fig, and, Gnners: are-their choſen. companies: 


\ 


ons. , They fearch, for: happineſs. in,,che muddy, ſtreams of. ſenſual” 


enjoyments, and run round in the paths of wickednels, in. Chace of- 


falſe delight. - Their pride and vain imaginations render them deaf 


to all the calls of God's law,.and. the.invitations of. the goſpel, 
Too proud to bend even to Omnipotence, : whug they Fung, Um. 
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gant that religion would datnp their Joys, abridge their pleafures 
-make them miſerable in this world ; and that their, felicity.is only 
to. be found "in wick edrieſs and carnal gratiffcations, Thus the 
© Poor ſouls content themſelves in their own decerviiigs, and lay a 
b TouHarion tor everlaſting, diſappoitſtment, mourning and woe. 
T0 wile, if their own canceitz to be taught of God,.they conſult 
© not his oracles, bs the rille 'of their conduct; but take theif maxim 
"from 4 wortd Tying in wickedfiete: Their thoughts 'are fcattered 
- re indy thouſand worldly vanities, and ſenſual indialzencies ; 


"and theſe are the ſubjeCts of cheir- meditation, day And night, 
They may indeed frequent!y ſit or ſtand in the congregitior: of the 
; Zighteous, where God.i6 worlhipped, and. his word: is preached, 
_ t. this may be' oMiy from cuftom, 6r to fatisfy : cofiſcience; and 
"Jull it afleep : thef find/no real pleaſure or.delipht in thofe ſacred 
"exerciſes : 'it is a weariſonie buſineſs to them, arid - they are glad, 
. hen the tedious hots ended, I 
'\, But diſappointment attends /on all thiir devices /and purſuits, 
"They are fill unthipoy and find, it they will give themſelves any 
...time for reiſeion, or conſideration, that there -i» na peace to 'k 
* wicked,  AMt their enjoyments are ſtampt with vanity and vexation 
. of ſpirit. :They graſp the phantom, and they find it airy, light, 
©, and\unfubſtantial, /ike the har which the wind driveth away. They 
"are like the Blaſted leaf, or a withered tree, which. yields no fruit ; 
*"but is fit fuel for the flames. The ungodly have none of the fruits 
of holineſs found or their dead fouls but the noxious thorns gnd 


. a \ 


= 


"*briars of fin ; "and therefore they are nigh unto curfinp.] and; their 


.. 


'. End is to be burned. | The curſe of God..is upon themion their baſ. 


| *""Ket, and on'their ſtore; 'and-orr every wn. they] pit- their hands 
*.-unt6\, Whatfoeyer the Tighteous man doeth, 7: /ball proſper.. But 
_ Their plentiful table 


4 


.,; he ungodly, in reality, proſper in nothing, 
©  .,., becomes a fnare unto them ; and their” worldly prolperity 'proves 


_ - HeirdeſtruQion, « The proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them.” 
ul They may flatter theniſelves with hopes-of umpunity, though they 


—_ 


© Eontinile it fin : and wit expeCation of futurs happineſs in the 
_* Forld ts ome : becaule they ſometinies do what they call charity, 
.;; 27a good deed: and beciuſe'they go to' church or meetirig, and 
| ->fuch ike : but as theſs hopts and expeCations are not founded 
. .®n the aivine word and promiſes + they are all vaix and light as 


* 
- . 
x 


the chaff ; and, to their everlaſting .difappoiatment and confuſion, 


" _.. will be blown and loſt; wh-» the laft trunpet ſhakes the ſkier, They 
wt _, themſelves are alſo defpicable*'and lighty in | God's account. driven 
— with the blaſt of every temptation/carried away by the giddy whit 
of cuſtom and faſhion, and mutt feel the breath ef divine diſp'ea- 
fure; at that awful period, when the great Huſbandman ſhall purge 
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his floor,gather up his wheat, 2 anc burn up the chaff. with unguenche 
able fire. * * -. Df 
Y We herefore the ungodly hall not Rand in the j judg uy 'The 
dreadful judgment of the great day © of final accounts. Py this day; 
atd the : foleran tranſactions thereof, we have frequent? intimations' 
in holy writ,” *Our'blefſed.Lotd affures n ys of it, in 
of rs "and 31: verſe,” The Sor of man, ſhall come itt Jijh! ples” 

'and all his holy * angels' "with him, 'and \then' ſhalF-be fir on” 
« thi throne of his'glory;”' The Voice of the Archangel ſhaltthuns 
der through exrth 2hd ffkies, and the'trump of God fall he: blown 
with- immortal: breath, ſo that miſerable' ghoſts, | even itt the + wg 
of hell, ſhall hear the awful ſound, and obsy the: ſurimons:" he 
bodies "Alfo, which Nleep i in the duſt, of in the. hottom'st oi the 0Cceatt, 
ſhall awake and.. come forth, : ſome tg eyeriaſting fe 5 and forte” - 
to. everl2 aſting ſhame | and, contempt ,.- O that. ungodly” 'Gnners 
would often thiak of that tremendpus day 3' and Tow" niake[opm.. 
paration to ftand in the Judgment,\ without. Adifqay.” Figure to 
yourſelves the {otemn ſcene: graves opening, tombs  buiſting, the 
bones rattling, the;dead arifing, flamzes All around: .theth ;.the fouls 
of the righteous and the wicked re- entering their old” itations, 
and all gathered, by the miniſtry of)angels.-. and failed efore the 
| judgment ſeat of Chrift,'. And Q who then 3 amo us ſh; be "mY 
le to flard ?—to hand when the luminaries of the ki fy thatbeclo- 


gs itt black, the ſtars fall fron heayen, the wide Pan 'catiopy 


above contraQ; and. ſhrivel like a. ſcyoll of parchment, evety 1fand 
rock, and rgountain ſtart from their) b baſis,, and.. lee. aWay, A 
diſorder and. affright and. univerſal confternation feize onallYlnks, ” 
{tations and degrees of men ; while the J udge,. robe bee 1 if, rfafe ty," 
and terror, takes his ſeat on the throne. of jodgment ? W 62 A {a 
ſured that” the: wicked will not. 'be/able to ſtand; before d: A Dar fe. 

| yere. -They fly. away, ſrom. the! face. of the Jud e. and**cM1 c on. 
rocks and hills fo ſcreen and ' cover, them. "But there will He no. 
avoiding the trial; "Appear they mit, and _ receive their” ternal 4 

_ doom. * 'Bug lo ! they linkin confuſion, they have nothing to' ple ad 
in their defehce, ng excuſe to make, Frey. mouth. is Ito pped- "And 
ASA prelude to the decidve ſentence, th ey are ſepta ye from the 
righteous, and placed together on. theleſt hand the Judg| 
Sinners (ball not land in the: congregation. of © 'be righteous. Hop y 
they might 'once and with" the- Figinovup, 1 in the hoſe" of Goa, 

' mingle themſelyes' Fg ſaints, and eat. and drink with. them, at 
the table of the Lord ; yet now the ſepatation. is Goal, and they 
can haye no more place among them. Parents are [eparated Fm: 
their children—<children from parents--huſbands from their wives. 
brother from ey {aſter from liſtermaſters from ſeryantoneigh- | 


* 
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F doth from neighbour and friend from friend. 'And having \pak | 
their trials, and heard. the decifive - ſentence of the Lord: Jefus rip 

Chriſt the wicked are dragged away to: everlaſting puniſhment, by. I 1 

cruel and+-unrelenting; devils ; But the. righteous' are: conducteds $74 

_ by angel bands, to-hfe eternal.. *O what # contraſt 1s here | ———— 

*. See the aſtoniſhed-thunder-ſtryck multitude-on the-left hand,!! 
(a3 3 great and.good man ftrikingly expreſſes it} <5 with Jujlen hor. 
F.ror_and defpair in their looks, writhing- with agonyys CTY1Dg and 
< wringing: their hands, and glaneing 2 wbful eye towards that 
$ heaven which they, loſt, dragged away dy-devils-to the place of 
6 executicn |. Sec hell.expand her voracious jaws, and ſwallow 
* them up! And now an. eternal farewell to earth and-all its. en> 
-* J@yments Farewell to'the Chearhui-tignc os neaven Farewell 
| _ 4 to hope, that ſweet relief of afflition? Þ, oh 0h ns ht 
"————PFarewe!l happy fields, . 


Where joy for eyer (wells! Hail horrors! hail 
Infernal world ! and thou profoundeft hell ©. +: 
Receive thy new pofſſyfſors. —— 


.& Heaven frowns upon them from above, the horrors of hell 
.* ſpread far. and wide around them, and'conſcience within 'preys 
* upon their hearts. —— But' O eternity | eternity J-—Eternity 
_ +. in miſery! no end to pain! no hope of an end! . O-this is the 
.* hell of hell ! this'is the parent of deſpair! deſpair the direſt in 
da gredient of miſery, the moſt tormenting paſhon which: devils 
PDFS. feel.” ( Davies, + {$654 ery eat APY LT TIES 
. -- And now let us view the happineſs of the righteous, in contraſt. 
..** See, (as the ſame writer expreſſeth it) -the bright triumphant 
..* army marching up to their eternal home—-where they « ſhall be 
| © forever with the Lord” as happy as their: nature ut its higheff 
« 1mprovements can be 'made.” : They fit down with Abraham, 
; Tfaac-and Jacob, and all the glorified dead: of ancient days } they 
,are filledt'with joy and gladneſs —and forrow and mourning. ſick. 
_ Neſs and pain can never find entrance into that happy world, that 
region of perfeCt vitality - where they ſhall for eyer abide.  O that 
you. my dear hearers, *would confider*theſe'things now, and lay 
them properly to heart. *.” And while you: view, in this contraſt; 
. the miſery of the wicked. and the happineſs 'of the righteous, may 
. you all be excited to ſhun the paths of Gi and the ways. of ſinners, 
and betake yourſelves to theſe meditations” and . exerciſes, which 
may diftinguiſh you r.04W from the ungodly, and prepare youto 
ſand in the judgment, and Teceive the approbation of the Judge. 
This leads me, FX og Toney in FO DTS 
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IV. To point out the grounds, . on which the happinels of the ' 
righteous, and the miſery of the wicked will reſpectively turn at ' 
that day of judgment, The Lore knoweth the way of the righ« * 
4; teous : but the way of the ungodly ſþall periſh.” 


The grounds: of the diſtinQion that ſhall then be made in the. 
final ſtates of mnen, are the way that they take,” and the objects. 
they/purſue, in queſt of happineſs:-'* ' Or, in other words, their 
having done good, or having .done evil: - Theſe different” ways. 
have already been pointed out, under the fqrmer heads; and it is 
needleſs to repeat them."> God knows, or approves of the way of. 
the righteous. His dormgs meet-the approbation of the Judge, and 
on theſe he grounds the ſentence of-*/ Come ye bleſſed of my Father” 


C nd 


« receive the kingdom prepared for you.” For I wis an hungred, 
©: and'ye gave me meat, &Cc."' © Whereas the doings of the ungod-. 
|, being the reverſe of the former, they meet” the di{approbation 
if rhe Tudge, and receive a very different: ſentengs,—< Depart 
& from me, ye curled unto everlaſting fire, &c, for 1 was an nuns 
« pred and ye gave me np, meat, &c.* ————I am aware thatthis 
view of the caſe may.be reprobated by ſome.” But as know of ha 
other, recorded in the-bible, I ama bound to adhere tout, and teach 
you accordingly.: : If-any per{oft can point out to me, from ſcrip* 
ture, that tþe/e- are- not the,,grounds of the: final lente:ice,, I will 
moſt gladly fall in, with the {acred diate, But, I believe, that 
canaot be done. - I may+\beitold that this is Arminianiſm- An 

it may be ſo, fox ought IFknow -: for I never read a line of Arm. 
nius's writings, in my life. —But *this F' know; that it is the docs 
trine of all the Calviniſt writers.- I ever read on the ſubje&t. Mr.. 


+ V 


'" 


Davies, whoſe orthadoxy I never heard diſputed, ſays, in his ſers 

mon on the reſurre&tion; *(Vol.-2. page $07.)'+5.'Fheſe , are the 

© diſtinQtion which ſhall rhen' be made in the final ſtates of 'men, 

* doing good and daing evil.” —4r. © Dickinſan, in his 16th letter, 

© (Pages 298 and 299) on: the nece/ſity of good qvork c, ſays; 5 Good 

$ works are hecefſaryto our: eſcaping eternal ruin and miſery— 

* No man will eſcape the amazing horrors of. eternal perdition, 

# who has had any opportunity -for a religious life, and yet has not 
been fruitful in good works.-—This will be the final telt, to prove 
our {incerity towards God, and the eternal judgment will turn 
upon this evidence. —The great Judge of the world will quickly 
appear, and #2: reward will be with him, to render unto every 

' nan, accoraing as his works have been. 4 
* As therefore it is not a ſmall matter to inhabit the dreadful. 

© flames of hell, the ſeat of enraged Juſtice and burning vengeanc, + 

through eternal ages, it cannot but he of the greateſt importance 

* f9 take pains to eſcape it : to repent and obey the goſp2l, to. watch 


[4 
"4 


+. OG to be.aCt; Qliye, and diligent in all the ways of religion, if | 

« {o be we may be. accounted worthy' to eſcape' that tremendous 
« miſery, .and, made.meet to Rayd Before the Son of man. —The 
learned W fire n his eh of the Cov. hog ol. 2. Fage pv. 


s and of Fac! boat without : Ohick. no man alt ſee thi Lord? 
And Page 565, he ſays, But the works, by which they (1. e, 
c, beliovers) tal" be : juftified, will not be perfect.” : Theſe imper. 
fect works cannot be*the righteou! Mmeſsof Chirift for that is perfeQ. 

| It follows tnen, that according to IVithus, believers are to be juſ- 
tified oy their own works. in'the final judgment. © Mr Edward, 
IN: his treatile concerning religious affeAtions' (Page 440 : ſays,— 
«c . That, 4 holy praftice—is the'grand evidence 'which- will hereaf» 
«, ter be T\2 FA uſe of,” before the judgment ſeat of God';, accord- 

2 ing to which his judgment will be. regulated, and the. ſtate: of 
C ever profeſſor of religion unalterably determined.?”” Andagam, 
« Da od ls the evidences that will be made uſe of in their - eſs 


-< {Wl be fuch” as Will *be fitted to ſerve the end of the judgment ; 

© viz. the. manifeſtation” of ® the righteous judgment of God, 
© not, only to the” world” hut to men's own confciences- But 
c Fs ſcriptures d6 abpndanmtly teach us, that the grand evidences 


| which. the Tudge” will'make-uſe of 4 in the trixl, for theſe ends, 
c according to which he judgment of evezy man ſhall be: regula- 
e ted and the irreyerfible ſenifiice paſſed, will be men's works, o+ 
« praftice here in this world.” By theſe ſentiments, theſe great and 
"good divines girarded the doQrines of grace, and entered A caveat 
againſt All Antinomian principles and 'prattice. / FI | 
And that they were accurate in theſe ſentiments muſt appear to 
all, who read the moſt particular "deſeriptions of the day of judg- 
ment, which-are in the bible. *The xxy. of Matt. Lhave mention 
ed already, where the'proceſs of that day is” very particularly des 
feribed. An other deſcription we have in Rev. xx. 19. © Andl 
* ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God ; and the books, 
© were opened ;—and the dead were judged out of thoſe things 
c which were written in the books, according to their works.” The 
fame is alſo written in the 13 verſe.-—* They were judged ever} 
man * 2ccording 'to their works. St. Paul teaches the ſame doc- 
trine, 2 Cor. v 10 -« For we muſt all appear before the judgment 
«, ſeat of Chriſt ; that every 01e may receive the things done. 1 
* his body, whether it be good or bad.” And Rev, xxil. 12- 
© Behold I com> quickly. and my reward is with me to give everf 
© Mau according as we work {all be.” And, in TEE I, & Þ! lel 


.. = >, © 


&.' Qty 
c fed ai are they that do his commititiients, thit thay miy haves 


right-t to the tree of life.” = The' declarations of our: Loxd* are re- 
peated, pointed and very Aecided bn” this Head.” What can'be 
plainer than thoſe words. In "John v. '28, 99. © The kour ts com* 
ing in the which al! that are in the grive' th:l Heir his'voice; and 
ſhall come forth; they thar have done good to the reſurreQtion' of 
lite , and they that have non? evil to the reſurre&tion' of damn - 
tion,” On which words, Mr. Burkite femarks 7-1 that 
have dofie zood .—— ſhall be rewarded; and all KLE ads done 
evil ſhall be everlaſtingly punithed : for all x perſ6ns fhiltbe eter. 

nally happy, or intolerably miſerable inthe Libr: world; accord... 
ing as they manage their deportment and behaviour in this life. 
| But it may be objected; '« Is not this a'dzmnunition of the merits 
'of Chrift,” and the Honour of free' grace 7. Does it not magnify 


; his to an unwarrantable degree, and contradict the doctrine 
* of jultificatiort by faith only ? —' 
\. By no means; When we affirm, with'Chriſt and his :poſttes; 
that the ground of the ſentence, in the laſt day, will be, "the'hav- 
"ng donie good, or evi] : 'of that every man ſhall be* judged according 
to his work ,—and receive according 11& the” detds' done. in the botly, 
we meat the evidence, and not the _ of works. Were to fay 
that it is by the miefit of our works, thit we dbtain-an acquittance 
from the curſe, of the' broken law--purchaſe the favour of God, 
"and a title to' the heavenly kingdom, 'it wouttl be:legal-indeed, and 
utterly,” unconſiſtent with the'freedom' of igrace. and the-honour of 
' Chriſt. © Chriſt, ſays' I Edwards; (page; 542) «+ prormies-us 
' eternat tife, ” on' condition of our coming: to'him.” -- By our cqmang 
"to him;or believing inhim; whictr is' the fame thing, we are Juikit - 
ed : becauſe by faith\only we are intereſted in the benefits; or-me- 
its of Chriſt's blood-and righteouſneſs 3.» whereby: alone we: are 
juſtified from alt the charges of the-law of works, - and/ reſtored- to 
the favour of God, 'and/ entifled/ to eternal happineſs, »But how is 
I manifeſted that we have _ to him. »or that we have atrue 
faith in him, but by our works 2 -D herefoie, fays Mr Edwards, | 
(pa ge 447) The Judge at the day of judgment; will not go about 
© to exanine meny' as to the method of their experiences,” or ſet a 
© man to tell a ſtory of the manner of his converſion : 3 but: his' works 
_ Tt will be bronght forth as evidences of what he' is,” what:he has 
| © done in« darkneſs and in light,” $6 that grace and jultice-will 
both ſtand forth ina clear light, at that: day of final accounts, . Fu/- 
Fe will appear in the corderination' of the wicked, becauſe they 
- only reap the fruits of their own doings; they choſe their ewn de». 
6 EB. and periſh by 'their own deceivings. : Their way way al- 


Ways: grievous and perverſe ; they ' would not: walk-in'the ld 
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-and narrow way of holineſs has OP on .1n; the Cx kd road 
. of fin- and ungodlineſs, - which leadeth down to endleſs pain. This 
. they. did infpite of grace warnings, reproofs and _intreaties, and 
Srefane their blood will be on their own heads ; and they will be 
obliged to acknowledge God. to be both gracious and zul?, though 
they ſuffer the-flanies = hell to. all eternity. — Fu/tice will. alſo ap. | 
"pear in the award of the. righteous,..becauſe none will be acquitted 
from, the curſe of the broken, law,.and admitted to the kingdom of : 
heaven, but ſach as can..produce undoubted evidences, that -they 
did xply believe in Chriſt, and ſo are. partakers_ of his righetouf, 
_ neſs ;—which eyidences can be nothing, elſe but ſanCtification and 
good works. proceeding, therefrom; ;/ And 1 this ſenſe we are ta 
 £ take the; words of our Saviour, Matt. xii . By thy words thou 
 » Ball be juftified.z thou ſhalt be declared or WER He , becauſe 
\_, » Words are indications. of. the mind, and eviderices. of the ſtate of 
the heart.:; Grace will alſo appear—becauſe that heayenly kingdom, 
/ which believers ſhall then. receive ./will net be given. to the merit 
of their works, but to the merits of Chriſt.—« The Lord knoweth 
. + the way of the. righteous; but the way of the ungodly ſhall 
« periſh,” I now progent, PAs to the 
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- £>Pronk this Platmn you may examine 9x and diſcover 


whether you are now.in.the way of happinefs or miſery, —the way. 
to heaves,;or the way to hell,; .'Theſe different ways are ſo plainly 

| marked and diſtinguithed, that you muſt: diſcern, where- you are, if 
T2 do not wilfully ſhut your. eyes+-—-If you are, walking. in the 
counſel of the angodly, hying; in the neglect of the duties of reli. 
gion, the ordinances of the goſpe!, and the, means,of grace,. and 
are ſeeking your happineſs, riches, honours, apd.the pleaſzres.and 

© vanities 0! this world, - you cannot he in the way to heaven ande. 
ternal happineſs— becauſe you are not, found d11: :gent In the ufe of 

' thoſe means, which God has appointed us to, walk in, and make 
uſe of, \in order to reach heayen and attain eterna) happin<fs. The 
end cannot be obtained without te Meets nin nn eros es 
 Again,—if .you itand. in the way of /; nn:r5—chooſs them for 
your companions,, and conform. to their larguage and practice— 
py are undoubtedly in the way to hell —- jor. a c:-mpanion of | p01! 
all be deftroyed. *© The fearful and unbeleving,: —whoremongers 

«« —and all liars ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth 
6 with fire and brimſtone—— Fornication and all uncleanneſs— 
« filthineſs and fooliſh taiking—drunkenneſs, revellings and (ſuch: 


' like,” - entail enternal miſery on thoſe that do. ſuch things, ©. Be 
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then may you. comfortabl 
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2, 1 ſhall conclude 


will come home to you, in.yengeance, gy if you do not lay 
them to heart, in tite,—and fly the paths of the deſtroyer. : It 16: 
no uncommon thing-.(mere, is the;pity) for. ſfiomers, in the days of | 
health, and eaſe to: treat religiof\with'great neglect, and even with. 
{corn and contetmpt —and have'the pious'worthippers of God: and 
the humble followers of the Lamb, in.much derifion, But a'days 
is coming, when you would-Fivg teri-thouſand worlds to/exchange” 
your Jormer couries of folly and. vanicy,,:mto the holy. felf-cenal 
and godly. exerciſes of thole, whom you now defpile and. ridicule. . 
/O irs, what will you do. at that awfu} pericd, whenieach moun- 
tnn's height outburns Fe funus —Rocks eternaÞpour their melted 
Tels, 48 rivers: once they| poured '-— When the' heayens above: . 
{hull thunder and blaze from pole-to"pole—and the whole frame” 
0 nature flime around you !{—When the everlaſtin g hil:'s hall ſtart 


| 


Ircr their places, and. 'p rt in-globe*. of. fire through the glowmg- 


£ : 


ar} —When all help ſails you, and'ng'dromediry of Exypt, nor 
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; Call hap: able ito carry yowout: of the zeach. of 
zel's top—no depth of, ſea-—nax 
Face. ot him, who ſirteth on 
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rae —An NOAM. of fleſh, © combined: pawers of darknefg 
1ent, to. Pouca, you from thole aging rizers gf brimſtone, and 
CR nf ulphur uncopſumed, ad kept. it everlaſting flame, 
| $s you now.trample on, aud! 
en mY would rather chooſe 


i570 of [In 


x God's va and] your ſoul's Fake fly, vn 
chanting haunts of the wicked, the allurements of vice and 
-—down upon your knees G\ fore your offended Sovereign, 

never reſt tillLy pargon, of fin OY the LHve 
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The Chyianian 5 confiQ, 5a crhniphantexy, 


net ” _ he + 4 


So 


Se 1 "Tha? ive 7. 2 COSI: 
PY 


Ws. 


oy 


* 
FR 


] have Bucks the ood bt, I Fe fn hed my courſe, 7 Jes] 22 ; FY 
© faith, pF = is laid t up for me & crown. of EY 
wv ich the Lord f righteous, Tulle fbol give me-at that da —_ 
and net te me only, ut UL all Yoem aifo that love. Bis appearing. Co. & 
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the poſpel;and- xom friend; 7 imothy, Wag yy 
IT dai jp. (aa tt the mercy of that cruel nds aF 
er: 


AINT-PAUL;: when he wrote this ſecond Wipr't6 his] p- Ron - 


intereſt” of Chriſt Aa Dock. 
.and ſuffered-for earths.) Heb framay UT: p Sowa of. —_ 
and ſea, had a twN's th 

tries had been inſtrumerſtil j if the converſion of thouſands of pre-* 
cious ſouls, and itt planting-a'great number of Chriſtian churches. © 
And now, irt the near views of approvthing-death; be looks back. 
on the labours and conduct of his patt life, fince the. tune of hs - 
firft entering. ints the ſervice of his Conde :ending Lord and,/Maſ- 
ter, and derby, 3n. og i:s horrid formg; affords.no.terror_gr.difm, 


He 1s int, perfect ſelf-poſſeiion,'caliyy;/exene.aqd quite. con _ we 


-fecting: oa the: part he had yGed; he is-entirely.. Jatisfied..:t 


ough.. 
- the truths he-had. a axe ſhortly t9 be ſealed.yrithy his blood :— - 


and ſo far is be from, uting z of his'7 EY of OP Funny 


tion, « on: re ks 63-4 We the Ge aut hentic! 

 hehad preached, . and-oh theie-inki It - 3 NCe. 

' I charge thee therefore: before: God, and the. 4 CLUS. LATH 
who. iſhall judge the-quick. and dead ———Preach-the WOLUg..8, 
' ward of God, be inſtant in Teaton, out of ſeaſon ;. reprove, Tebuk, 
'"exhort with: all long ſuffering and. doftrine.——Watch. 


od 'all things engure aflzQtions, « do the work 9a an agogtib's make. © 
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ouſands of miles, andabrough-divers counts * 
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-v fall proof of thy miniſtry : _ Accomp ub 1 it in alt its brancher, and 
'6. af-all Hims, -apd /e pſons. Fot 'T am now read dy to be offered, —. 
6 to be ff tr up, or poured out ts a drink offeri ngy pon the altar of 
_o God; and the time of my -departure, /rom this Rage of ation, i 7 

-© at hand... . 1 hall foon wergh, anchor” from theſe mortal" ſhores, and 
Wh Jain h away znto the ocean of a z bleft eterriity where 1mprijantnent and. 
: [han are. knizwn na more. And bere it is that 7 diſcover the pe. 
"6 *CuP af advamagit of fd: ity and  Tife devotel th Gold, This afferd: 
. "gi the greate oft pleaſur: and /; jarrie iow, + "diſarms debth « Fo all its ny 
«7/5 —fo+. I have fotight the good: fight, I have finiſhed. my 
% courſe, , Thaveckeep the faith. ws A there is laid up | "2h 
mes Ee of r] mn ghteouſnefe, which. the Lord, . the righteou; 
7] age th all give. 7 atthat day yen af "the day of my denth 1 


"Fl 4 \'Þ 


74 to pet Fen wet punt at that day of final accounts, * hear 


"the delightf, ſentente—==Coine y? bleſſed —inhorit the kingtlom. h. A) 


ed {fate 1 which can enable the faithfil to look upon deattizat. 
felf-with"; Jeafure, #fd{paſs ut of time. into eternity. with, ſiogts 
Mfoy.":O may minifters and: people, in their different ations oi 
"Ealtings, be excited by: this example,'to op the.good:fight of faith | 
">-<rih the'chriftiah'race with alacrity, a & jnaintaurta holy -practice; | 
- that 7hit crown may'be- aHlloigiven. to them, iwhich+15.not oþ 4 Dannt | 
*P>u)-only, but for all others, wha love bis Pppearings ehotheric ſt 
-Mers or private etriſtians. 1 / ® ASEIt bs i 
i Iy theiprofecution of the fubje, 1 ſhally::; F261 066 
-}Þ Point out'theſtate'sf a chriſtian in'this lifes. 
_J[--Spenk forms ing of his ſtate i in  thelife wo come. 
2 HE. Make "applicarion. v4 % tk 
P "I'Tam'to'p Of the ſtate of 2 chriſtian "7 Ig , 
The life wap AE ng hers "in"this world, i is frequently as 
"Wo figiring ng, \ Wreſtling, running; and other ago "Y exerciſes, which 
'Were inufe — the *Olympic's ames- And, iy. FY metap hor, it 28 cal'e 
"a warſare, a fight,'s ract. Cliriſtians are Ganga io. fight-the 
*£o0o "Ghrof Faith'that they may 144 hold.on eternal life, -fithe; | 
winhexven” they "muſt 'fght "for it if they. SIE the' prize! of 
eternil glory, they "muſt 'r4/4 for it ;* 80 nln:(hat yemiay obtain. ' Af 
"they would keep upon their feet; and 'not'be £48544 'down inthe 
. "Inireobfin, they” miſt br fle” Kard;" and '{trive- vigorouſly. . -The 
"many metaphorical "expreſſions and allufiors to/excrciſes, which re; 
- -  "quire"the ako exertions of all the powers'to furmounty plainly. 
Nl Point ont that the life'6f a chriſtian, in*this world, is not alifevf 
* ale” ane ehaQtivivy, *but 5 "bf of GROIN laboar, oil ;+conftznt, 
NE pos Wo EY afoniftte ſyle- the apoſt ſhe ks. in this rex P >. 
., Jougt: hare a At <A $09, Carer _ Wa 


"Y» 


6:#208 canſe,"=the oeuſe. of ao nate glorious ed: ade 
"of God,-—andiagainſt a crutL tyrant; and a mercile dirs | 3 
-ights 0n'the ſide of the Lord and his abointed.z and, for a, _ 
not of fading goancs, which was received, and worn, BEV 

- AUerors inthe Olympic. games,—-but agever-f din 

At is 2. good fig br, that FT in view a god PFige | _Ang.ti 

| wccortling. to the rules preſcribed. for the conteſt... Andin All ne 
reſpets.every fauthful chnllian, as well, AS.Df. | Panl,- may: ſays at 


the cloſe of life, T have foug ft jo good fight... bn RIG Py the ; 
thrifian's life, In-this-yiew,, I ſhall; | 


p. 


1. Mention the enetnies he has to contend with. Si 
2. The wegpons heiis'to fight with, and if he anxluces he i 
employ, ſo asto-inſure-him the victory 2” br £0 

\ 1. The enemies the chriſtian. has 'to cents wich.ace nume 

;and mighty: We rele not, Lays the. apoſtle, aan fe 1 F» 
not with'* theſe only, but agaiuli principalities an againmt 
£ the 'rulerg-of the darkijeſs of this world, againſt, f ior ya ed 
«neſs in high;p laces.* * Thele,enemies-which aflault arid-oppoſe the. 
:chriltian, 'are* foſnally ranked,inithree grand divifidas,.: pader-thiee 
powerful leatlers, the. FLESH; the x0 /d, andthe devil.) Theſe 3hyee | 


forma powerful alliance, and: are all combined agaiult pray ns wen 
ſervants/of God and leave yofeneet or Ar | 


defeat and: dbBvoy them, | 


L.\'Fhe fleths" This i8a Mlra——s 74H to grace.) "The anate-luf 
and \corrupton'of the fallen heart. render: mankind Fo /bbnd andiin- 
ſenhble, that though"they:may talk, at times, of.the:evilang. 
ger of ſia; iyer they neitherſee.nox! feel. their ſig and. Ranger ins 

'proper'light and manner: + The/e-reuder them: axerſe-to.aod.amt 
all that is i” gocul and holy;: and. prone to alltht is gyil and. deſtque- 
tre'to theſoul-- And hebce'it.js that all (the arguments, Aniteaties, | 
erhortations und invitations. made. uſe ofsin the word of; br9d,.; nd 
by the Faithfyl miniſters of the goſpel, haye 1a Papertipg mn 6- 
Draining” finaers: from; their wicket ways; and urniag then #Þ 
God, and the pratice of piery a and religion: . This 1-whe caule why 
we havethy morttfication'of ſeeing 1 fol lictle fruit of our. miniſteri Ip 
Iabours;' 4nd the 'ghef of boholding ſo' many. - thouſands going:on, 
fearleſs and: nconterned, down Ks cs realms ot dar nels 
fire-and pains-eternal.// Ra Nt, 

The. chriſtian® indeeg," "Han hap ry t: Vers 

-and'is dxily” erudifying, the: f;/b with its a and {ufts.": But 
All he £& nds that they ſometimes collectithei age mare 4uch 
violent efforts to Tegain the.throne in his heart, —wand her. int-, 
Vuehoe' "ox Nis Jife, that he i is NOege to be EY guard | 


j 


1 is ae (00 18 | 

A a thoſe internal FREY "And tudugh; with” Di. Doddridfe 
ſuppoſe St. Pavl is'riot ſpeakivg of himſelf;-in Rom; vii, 14: 

Wee: but is xerfonating another, Who! 1s ſtill under the law; yet 
believe there'Ire few chitiſtias; but what: at times, may have juſt} 
Etuſe to ſays Wah forrow : and: diftreſs, 7 fog low in my members 
warring "gainft thi'1 av of ry mind." O wre'ched, tempted; buffer--\ 
ted, man that Tan, wh thill fliver: me» or. thels eitrinia of tuft. 
and cor *uption, that war apainft 'my ſoul}: 2 0 ph ns te > 

-"3," The world, * The" things" of the Shel and} the men* of the 

world areextremety ininiigal to our ſpiritual inteteſts. The charnis 

of honor, richer and pleaſure attract allure and draw away the vaſt 
majority” of tfieffar(d women-tor ail endleſs: Chace,” in*purſuit 'of 

thrir falfe and-unfſatiefying delights. ' 7he/care fo" dazzlingand en- 

_ chanting: that they: blind Avy Fapily thetr thouphtlefs votarier 
ſuch'a"Uegree; that 2hey vainly imagine, that theſe"flying faadows: 
ai ſubſtantial | realities, and conftitute (the /unmiber bonu. 9 
chief felicity'of man." + Hence they forget God, —heglet the' core. * 
Gerns of their fouls,"—andtheaven ard helth— all the plorious, 
or dreadfo] realities of the eternal” world, enproſs little of no part : 
bf their"tare* and contern;==— OO what Ss, Ft, of miſchiefs have | 
Theſe things d8repand ate 'Rill doitly; to inimortal Touls'l Hbw ms 
-ny thoufands are- daily dragged "pe to the flames'of hell; by /Þ2r , 
maligntat-influence, and captivating power tut even'thoge why | 
have:-renounced the dominion of the vortd;'\ag well'as the fl{th, 1 
and are gairſing the viRtoty over 7/; by'their faith, yet find it ill an | 
Inſnaring, ſubtle enomy'—coming upon. them ubder ſo mavy forms 
Bapes ind" Homirgothat they are-obliged always to bear inmind, . 

nd keep ih exerciſe that ſolemn caution, given by'their Lord and 
Savior 404/Poke Hood leſt at any time your hearts be'oyercharped 
« with- ſurfeiting?anodrunkenneſs,and'the cares of this world,/and' 
« that day come ppon you UNaWares. '.2 How many kive-we known. 
 tv'be led away eaptive/and” tatally- ruiried ty this” enemy How: 
- many ad A acquainted withs whoſe blade of projefon hw 
n looked green and-flouriſhing'; and ha+ weathered-all the blaſts-of" 
| perſecutionh'and reproach; ickidns tarniſh or: decay=—=and- yet; / 
through'the cares: au pleaſures bf thisworld, Finrrcd deceitfulneſs / 
' of riches; hath at li{t+been chotked, and brought:forth' no-fruit tb! 
' perfeation.. - Oftet-us be: warned'by ſuch awful examples !-ot4e 
"The men of the world are-alfo powertul | and. <angerous ene- 1 
maies.” Thefe,' by: their ſcorn: and” raillery/ prevent whole | 
-conſcience'tells'thers they muſt. turn from fniand ſerve: the Lord; 
 From'daring to*put in pat Sogn theadmonitions of that faithful mos } 
They afe ſo afraid of :þeing laughed at, and.of hecomings | 
ſpeckled birds 1 n the eye of their okt FOINPRTIOUEe that aan: ſtare" l 
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off heir convictions, and. make the devil 4 civil compliment of their 
ſouls, rather than ſtand the jeſt of tfoqls, . ty theſe, means ; thous 
fapds never take one fiep in'the.'way tos ards heaven, —but.live a}l 
f 1eir uves 1n the ways and compan Q "the. ungodly and finners, 
though the word of God declares, that @:companian of feels. ſhall be 
delirtged.———=—And oven good men. If they are not always 
ou their watch, may find. themſelves enſnared,'and drawn, into.ſuch 
places and-compliancesy as may. cauſe them to..bewail. their want 
of caution, - when. it is too . late... Remember, 'my dear brethren 
how urgently, how wariply 2nd. repeatedly, I haye;enforced /this 
caution on you... And you canngt but be conyinced, how.necefſary 
It is, that, you thould pay..a ſpecial regard. to. ity——x—»>ſeeing you 
have ſo many examples of the woeful-effects of the want of regards 
ing it, daily hefore your eye -—— You can recollet.numbers, with 
whom we. once took ſweet. counſel together, and. walked..in- the 
houſe of God,. as triends and companions, .in_the heaven y,road.. 
We joined together often in.mutual and ſocal,prayer,.. and often 
kneeled, toget er around. the .. table of. the FOE. .But where are 
| they now ? you ſeldom ſee their faces a church.ar .mecting —— 
they hayeabandoned all focial, and family worſhip, of which they, 
once ſeemed fo. fond, They can now-drink to exceſs=——ſwear 
and break the” ſabbath ; they no longer delight in the. company. o7 


ſerious chriſtians + and the vain the giddy—the thoughtleſs. and 
profane afe their choſen fayourites,——— [hey once appeared almoſt 
at the gates of heayen, - but. /now it. 18 evident. they are; poſting 
down to hell.=O melancholy rever/e {-—— What h4s-occaſioned 
it fF—— hey were t00 regardleſs of the .cau:i2n given by the.wiſe 
many-and ofter: repeated by. their miniſter ; 4 Go not in the way of 
« evil men—av01d it, paſs not by it rn from: it, and paſs away.” 
——Fvt, perhaps, theyare ioyned. to join;u,'or, at leaſt, to. pars 
take With 2 few neighbours, in. a avi he ap —— every thing is 
to be very deere —— there can be no-barm in- it, they -willjuſt car - 
their dinn:r, —and all/go.home in good time -— Having: met—chey 
recolleCt that. all meat and nod: i will-not do-fo well=—-and 
another c7v4/ propoſal is made of throwing.in, each his mite," for. 
«down they it among the wicked as the incautious bird-hafteas 
to the ſnare, and knows. not.that is for his life.. >The few. profeſ- 
fors round the board, feel a little out. of their/ el-m-nt at; firſt, and 
tardly know how to conduCt themſelves——but they. had- reſolved. 
W Srudence before they came—and a piece of prudence now ſtrike 
their mind, which they had not thought of before ;—=and thay ig, 
; oy nothing at all about religion==for this would not-ſuitithe. 
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dag PER BY ts oft bo ore fro I: | "But they wa NO 
vgs to Ree tow the Siheh "BY ſach a \wimiſhherd as a 
miple fuch: peas ls end theiy fort: The wicked, ar: the ſamp 
: tine will act with” prudence to0-<925 their defign is to.beguile. an 
_ entrap,,- =they will abſtain, From” their ; p16 Sg oe. anguag 2 and. hell; 


alr,ieft their new Ain, ouke, ſtart at Dn is Bhs ry 


outs, ante driven away Ne ey 6 y. have. Proked and: "qrnilet 1 
In eff. P the Chor the ſoul 1s ſtars 


their py fe; ” TH 
tw wounded. "But they may not . bes ſetifible. of the 3 In jury a$ 
10 fe be ney Ware of high encorhi urns %: th pret-. 
iy; \dereh eampeniy!” But after-/a few oft. theſemectivgs, the barbecug 
becomes. *cloy ing": and foriethihg elſe: niuſt Be put'on foot, perhaps 
a-club for hunticg The [ox is propoſed, and the neg "bot: hood AP 
- be cleared. of thoſe rioxions animal; T5 Rilruttive to lambs, turkieg 
- "an ben.roofts.”, \7Þir3r'n prod thing, ſays one, and this "75.9 very.u 6 
thing, ſays Cinniher'; and the prop of al 13 embraced with eagers, 
6fs and Lowe Here" is another advantage g 7Hried, and the. | 
gig are fixed more.and mbre in the mY of the wicked, 
'Fhis tiev : Qiyerſion, as it is called, being attended with mighty. | 
rhertions 1 bawiing, aries the throat, -agd calls for larger 
why Ab Fav all the windings of the chafe muſt be Tel (>) 
fol bodhe?: and: Zrchts overleayed are 'recounted—the; ci circling . 
ior goes round == and cards, ana riot—daticings or reve lingss 
on Introduced' as the diverſion and” ſport, of night,—as. the 
mnfick'of thehound and borr was the. diverſion and ſport of. the' 
dy; And now where is the profeſlor'?.. -— he 15 gulled of his. 
religiorn=all: relifh / for -devotion'is gone, and. his converſation as, 
iphtand vain as ever. © The wicked ſhout videry, vitfory.; ; and - 
h; and triamph/in the iffernal* exploit. of turning men Jrom, 
God, rwalio Bevit, andfrem the Way to } eaveni. to the way of hell. 
_ You willipardon' my being fo Fake ard”explicit, in what I have. 
me on the; 4 particutarr; betavſe, to my grief, have been vitheſs 
heir fatal effeQs; Art 1.40 intreat you for: 64: s fake, an de. 
h your OO ITING: Warning - ang ſtand aloof fromthe haunts of 4 
_— © devil. he Wevit and Ks. angels are. "ans br inf 3h tiet| 
Fowerr,"whith'are conſtantly in oppoſition to every true. belie-. 
yeh; andlike roatiug lions. irdgolng about ſeoking whom they may:. 
.. devour. ''We arttherefore called upon to; refit them ſteadfaſtly. | 
inthe faith ; and totake the whole armour of. God, .that we-may.. 
bs able to repel thetr attacks, and defeat” all their wiles, and mile | 


opt chievous maCinations:— And this leads 1 me. 


22. "To mention the weapons; "rhe chriſtian” is lo: Oe and, 
the auxiffaries ke' 15 to ood {0" as '0 enſv re the; v3Gory, 
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5 all-luf- 
that his mercy 
101 that he wil 


grace 4s/u 
their. *ve&h 
relying on 


a5 over.the united powers of earth and hell. 7 7 
2. The believer makes great uie of the ſhield of {aith.” With 1h, 


: 


KY the world, | « Uhis 13 the victory , whereby we over- 
feat the 790, even. our Falth-”" Hereby alſo they foil and .de- 

*t the devil, quenching Bis fery darts. By faith. the believer ſees | 
we things, that are ipvifible to mortal ſight, be beholds the ſubſtabos 


| and. reahzes the importance of | things eternal, in com þ A and 


=>, all the things of time appear as nothing, lighter than vanity 
le 22,1 30 15 therefore contiaually influenced. tiot by-things vide 
(1,20 temporal ; but by the proſpet of the things which ave in, 


: 


3 Cefenee and finds grace to help in time of need. 1 

Ani Ce Axes on his head the hdlmet of Fatavon, the goſpel hope, 

Ms ry one that hath this Hope, purifiet : bim elf, as Gol 15 plrg. 
Ope guards his head in the day of battle, animates bim't 
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929d out unier ali trials 'and difficahies. knowing that his -labog! 


5Rdtin vin. a.e eb. 4 »\ 
PLN 412, aud that in Cue ſeaſon he (hall reap it he faink n&t. 


Q 


WING 


bt hey ayer Prada wir and s Pp 
Ing" qe t- pra 55 7 wil Td TEC | ng always 
k with all prayer and Oh: and watching bbs with | 
« perſeverance. ” By "5c we draw down the bleſſing and grace. | 
of God to help us, and prevent our entering into temptation, of | 
being © overcome” thereby, © Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
& temptation.” By this we alſo obtain deliverance in fiery trials, 
: nd” "grievous conflicts. © To this weep..n gt Paul betook hiinſelf 

Hen he fe)t the thorn in'the fleſh, and buffetrings of the meflen. 
per 'of* "Aa "For this /ays he, © [ beſought 1 the Lora thrice, that 
i jt might depart from, ne.” And David ſays, *« Call upon God 
ic iff Not day. of trouble, and he will hear and help thee? O Chrif. 
Gang, fee that ye fight much upon your knees, and you ſhall never 

ſoek the help. of God in yain.  . Though he may” delay his anſwer, 
ul perſevere in iſking, and hearken ha the Lord fhall unto 

ou .,.*t for he" will ſpeak peace. tc his people and to his. p fone 


| 4 e Fel of darkneſs {hall never boaſt in-the final deftruQion of 


ot ing foul. ... m, 
ab "8." "Vhers" is the” {ord br the ſpirit. "TH wo of God. 'By this 
weap: n our Lord. repelled the remtations of the devil in the 
Wilderneſs, It is writ/en. And St. John, ſpeaking to young men, 
ys, « Ye are ſtrong, and the word of Gog abideth in you, and ye | 
F ave overcome the. wicked one,” David hid the fagered word 
within his heart, that he" Tonight not ſin againſt God, * He that has 
LOTE s of. this, word hid in his heart, may always have a proper wea- 
pon "1 OY to. Tepel eyery attack: from the fleſh, the world and 
croſs ? x phe | the' word of Jeſus, where he faith; « Whoſoe- 
x doth not. deny himſeif, and take up his croſs and follow. me, 
Ay my "Aifciple? 'Art thou ſolicited by the world, and 
fempted by its riches, honours and pleaſures ? Remember, -* all 
yr Rat \t 1 rhe the world, the luſt of the eye, the luſt of the fleth and | 
is oh TIC 4b of life, is ; NOt of the Father, but of the world ;'" and | 
»Ww id pa, th away and the lu? thereof, and if any man will, | 
nd of. the world the ſame_ is an enemy of Ged ” "Art : 
MD, an "Gin under a pretence that it is a_little one! 
A ae The wrath of God's revealed from heaven, as | 
al ungod lir Ht and unrighteouſneſs. of 'men,” In this. 


ha mult we wield the L4-cah of the part ard on all erate, 


- 


& 


2 
Breaſt: plate of faith andbine; 3 T have wo 
, and thallon y-add 4. word onthe eflicacy of /ove.' Love'is "3 
| oe gs \ Irenabled Joſeph to reſiſt the repeated folicitinic 
"uf his wicked miſtreſs. with a « How can'T do this "great wickey. 


« ' refs and fin $646 phe ah And as is qa from herpes fol 


Tis love kat Laos pres Fo = oth: 
-44 In ſwift obedience move; by 
.« The devils know and tremble. __ 

"1: But Satan cannot love,” Wk 


"The chriſtian les kin his God, yY ventures bd ay” 


ſus Chriſt as his righteouſneſs. and ſtrength, and. diigently . 
iv ſpiritual weapons, looking. to. a throne! of. grace'for* # ney y _'s 


« and grace to help in every time of need,” ſhall -find fuck eded 
aid and defence; communicated: to him/trom above, that" he ſhall 
Fght the good fight with great ſucceſs, and overcome by'the bl 
«799 Lamb. ' My OL NET T9710 

'Bat the life of a chriſtian hore; is _ day A warfare, but AE 
He has a'race to-run,' and a courſe to finiſh” 5 { haye finiſhed) 
©: courſe,” 'To this I {hall pea —— _ ne * ſpoken Jargoly 
on the other part. 

'Fhe apoſtle to' the Liedrows animates chriſtians i rut this race 
in the following/terms—« Seeing we'alſo are'compaſied' about with. 
(ſo great acloud of witneſſes -let.us lay aſide'every weight, or 
C incumbrance that may retard. our progreſs,” and the beſetring' In ar 
© let us run with patience the race' that is fet before Us." Logkin 
© unto Fefus. the author. and: finiſher of our faith? / 'The racemt{ 
be long ga and the ditkculties many; but, as Jefus,' beiog animal " 
by the joy that was ſer before him, bore the cyoſs and Ur piſed the 
ſhame, fo let the glorious crown of righteouſneſs held ou SY 


animate us to ſtrain Soy wo arid preſs forward to the "Mm 
the'prize of unfading 


To rur this Face, So fu « our: courſe implies ap 12 - 4 
charge of, or a going through all-the'duties we'owe t& oe —6L 
neighbour and ourſelves,” in whatever ſtireof Hſe it- rk og 4 
Providence to place us; . whether miniſters-or'peo} ORE l = 28 
or ſubje&s,—huſbands: or wives=—parents or 'thildren7 afte! . 
ſervants. ' In/all « theſe ſtations and relations," a line of ct 
firait path of duty is marked out. in the word of God, for' ans 
to obſerve and 9g0 in: - This is the path David ps oak Fs in, - 
when the Lord thoula enlar.ze his heart. ' Torun in this ath witty. . 

Uligence, conſtancy;! exertion aidiperſeverance, isto * hniflyov 


bl LY , , 
& bp kk ! L Fg A 


#4 | 
, courſe? \ Tris entugh'tiot: to Tun well for # time 
© holds out. to the end, ſhall be ſaved ;'«=-he "thi r perf | 
death.* ſhall receive. the.crown of life. Some," as we: have: ſeen, 
ſtarr off, and run-with great velocity'in the Chriſtian'courle | and 
 ſeern,as if. they would: mn all their fellows: but they ſoon begin | 
' to fink; ifly the way, weary, and top thort-of the mark »Q! * 
this ſort- were the C:latians. ' to whom St. Payl ſays; « Ye id | 
«run well ;- who did hinder you 21am afriid of you ; leſt Lhave | 
« beſtowed on.you. labour inwain.”——' o-run thid-1 race to good 
effect requires much diſcipline and a ſtrict regimen.” | * -Krow ye 
C. not, i” the apoſtle, that they that run-in @ race, run all, but one 
6.receiveth the prize? $0 run. that ye may obtain "Then he: points 
out the regimen neceflary to be obſerved, and that is, 4 temperance 
iv.all-things? moderatiou.in meats and-drinks,and in the uſe of-all 
the creatures of God +/to keep the body under, :and:in due' ſubjeo. If 
tion, to\the ſoul. In-a word, togrun this race and/*finith-the- courſey 
we. muſt. renounce: all adCoet and worldly luſts, and live © ſa- 
berly?,--with reſpe&. to ourſelves, :* righteoufly*, with- reſpect to 
others, and<godly,' ever maintaining 2 conſtant regard-to: God, and 
going,on ſteadily .1n/all the duties of, piety we owe-to him: - - And 
as a:ſpur or aoFvcatng Motive, we'muſt be. looking: forward to | 
« that bleſſed hope, {and ——_ appearing of the\great 'God-and 
© .qur Saviour Jeſus Chi. H is the man, who: on the brink * 
of the' grave, can. fay. © I hover ed my courſe”; T have runthe 
y, marked out for me, in hat f ſtation God hath placed me, ME: 
" Tho teri and } ſeverance. 
t the i -Lhis is another thing requiſite in er; 
ie gf a chriſtian, ; bt. Paul might mean, . Fhavye been faithful'to. 
Lord and Maſter, 'who choſe me to be a ſoldier ;-I have never 
"es any poſt. of duty, however dangerous or difhculr' nor have” 
1, at any time, pigs my colours.  -, Or he may mean, I have” 
ear rg and preſerved. Th doQrines of -faith,' or the goſpel; 
comnmutted to.me,  as/a ſacred (depofitum, pure and unadulterated; : 
and eſpecially that grand and diſtinguiſhing article of the Jhriſtian | 
regions (namely juitikcation by faith alone without the deeds 


f the taw,”) in.defpite of al! the efforts of e jadaizing teachers 
F corrupt and poreve: the goſpel of Chrift._—Or he nay mean, | 


ave kept the grace-of faith faith in the Lord Jeſus, as his only 

righteouſneſs, Tlexying to bim--as his. only: truſt, counting every 
thing elſe, in point of juſtification, but drofs, in compariſon to that | 
righteouſne(s which is of God, -by faith. | - | 

| Though. every chriltian 1 1S 6 bt to be” an apoſtle or miniſter 
| yet 16 every 4 Ef "called and obliged i to' be faithful to God, } 
__ ogy death, that de may receive a crown-of life.” -He is 


neſtly vor the faith; once veil big 
'o -and' eſpecially to ANG for; and.hold faſt that im * 
tant- ,-doAritie, of free juitiCegtion by faith in the righteouſneſs 
of Chrift+It-wis the want of ſteadily cleaving to ny. that I 
the Galatians to halt; or 4 ſhort in their race... £ I marve}, fays. 
«the Apoltle, that'ye yon: ſoon removed from him that called 
« you into the grace of Chriſt, unto another goſpel?  *Tis indeed - * 
a marvellous; anaftoniſhing thing, that any, who have been con 
viſted of ſfinz hayeeen'” their pope and: ring gs: ba by the law, 
and have beeft/ir ed in the nature of juſtification dfarinion 
through the righteouſneſs of the" Redeemer, * ſhould/be 'removed- - 
ſrom1t But from the/example of the' Galatians, we find that it - 
is not an impoſſible"thing. - Nor are we deſtitute of ſuch melan-/ 
choly examples at'the prefent- period'—T have eyer taught you, 
| my bretliren, that the © aGtive and paſlive' odedience of Chriſt were 
both performed for us, by him as dur * ſubſtitute and' ſurety—that 
2beſe'are both abſolutely neceffary for us—the 9:xco give'us 2 legal 
title to/heaven—the ieder to free us\from a death; which was" d e 
to our diſobedience :—that theſe ts conjointly confticate what 1s 
called the righteouſneſs of Chriſt "by which alone, any fallen fin= 
ner cat? be Juſtified and reſtored'to the favour of God, and entitled. 
to heaven .—that this-righteoufneſs,' being received and relied on, 
by faith, is. :mputcd toevery believer, or placed to: his:account,— 
ſ0 that-he is freed from the ſtrokes of juſtice and the condemnatory 
ſentence of the law of works, by the death of the /urety 3 and: by 
the obedience of his life, he is ruſtified and' obtains a'legal title to 
heavenly happineſs: — All Tolid comfort depends'on thels truths= 
and all Talbbovend nt in the divine life is greatly: promoted by a 
ſteady | adherence'to. this foundation. \ Therefore © « keep "this 
faith, ;and be".not removed from it..-—— ——The grace of faich 
mult alfo be kept alive, ' and ative," that all our perions and fer- 
vices may always be -accepted' in the” beloved, and: that -we' may 
draw water. from the wells of ſalyation. —Haring taken ſome. view 
of.the life of a-chniſtian-1n/this world, I come,” - | \ Fen: 8 
I[. To ſpeak*6f his life in. the: world\ to come, —+; Het NG = 
Q there 1s laid. up-for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the. ard 
© the righteous vr ſhall give me at that day, &c? oat ig 
, O blefſed Payl—though a priſoner/in chains, -yet more happy 
and majeftic than Nero on the Pa perial throne.—He calls not tor 
the ory inn of his ey fn rather for their: congratblativns, 
on, his embarkation,. from. theſe dreary coafts-forthe- haven of ever; 
lating reſt and felicit ;He:had an intereſt ig all the merits-of his 
Redeemer, by<*4 the” p1 ace. Fu faith,” which. he had ke pt—of-the 
Auth of which is valiant Gghning—uanwearied rote ns his 
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Hidality to his Maſter, and-in.the facred.,truſt committed to. hing, 
was an undoubted.« vidence ; he views the glorious crown of righ. 
teouſnels, and expects, through: race to. receive and wear it, for 
Fa and eyer.. What 2 triumphant exit is this. —God grant it 
y be our happy. lot. to make jult ſuch: another. ' F 
FA the. other world all faithful ſouls ſhall receive the reward of 
nb warfare 3: they ſhall receive.a crown of. glory, and. ſhall reign | 
with God, as kings and, rieſts for ever and ever. "The life and 
| happineſs of God's, people, in, the eternal world, is often expreſſed 
by 2 crown.  * Bleſſed 1 þ the man that endureth temptation, for 
*« when he is tried, he ſhall receive a crown of life.” As a crown 
is accounted one of the greateſt things upon.earth. it is therefore 
ed to expreſs, or repreſent the honour and« glory and bliſs of the 
| heavenly ſtate. which ſhall be enjoyed by all the faithful... ,;- 
This crown is ſtudded with the richeſt gems ſuch -as follow: 
To Perfea freedom. from fin and miſery. + Blefſed are. the. dead 
&« who dien the Lord, for they reſt. from of labours..' Nothing 
ec unclean! can. enter the pearly, gates of the new Jeruſalem... God 
« will wipe. all tears from. the gyes'of his people, and there ſhall be 
& no, more, death, neither ſorrow nor. crying, neither ſhall there be 
*© arty, more pain.: ior the. former things. are paſſed away.” Ns 
« more complaints of a hard heart;.a blind.mind or an abſent God: 
« for there ſhall be nd more curſe, of this, or any. other, nature: 
© but the throne of God and the Lamb ſhall be-near them, and. his 
« ſervants ſhall ſerye him 3..and they ſhall ſee his face.” 
2. They jon. the glorious company of ſaints and angels. They 
ſtand on mount Sion, ©,with an innumerable. company of angels ; 
« and with the general afſembly and church. of the. fir{t born, and | 
, 6 with the, ſpirits. of juſt men made. perfect. They ſhall fit down: 
« with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in. the kingdom. of heaven. Yea; 
6c they ſhall be introduced to Jeſus, the dem pr of the new coves» 
«nant... They | ſhall be with him, where he is, and ſhall behold: 
& a glory, and be transformed. into his, likeneſs, for they ſhall ſee 
im as he is. And the Lamb that is in the midſt of = throne 
« ſhall feed them and lead ther to living fountains. of water,”: 
,3. This happineſs ſhall be eternal... « When the chief ſhepherd 
«© ſhall appear, the people of God ſhall receive a crown of pits | 
< that fadeth not away.” And their habitation is a houſe not naade 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. They ſhall bloom in immor. 
tal zouth, oy virtue of the fruits growing on the tree of life ; and 
_ . by the viviſying ſtreams of the chryſtal river that flows from the 
throne of God and the Lamb. _ 
4. There is the pearl of righteousneſs, one of FF brigheſt jewels, 
- which adorns the Crown. Perfect righteouſneſs, , As the want 
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of righteousneſs and holineſs. is the parent of all the miſeries and 
affictions incident to mortals,. both in this, and the world 10 com?, 
ſo the pearl. of perfett righteouſneſs muſt of itſelf.conſtirute a per- 
{ection of happineſs. |. +. ay OGG 

This is the life, the happy life, and theſe are the joys, the flows 


ing and eternal joys ofthe faithtul in, the world to come.. O that 


4 


every ſoul of us may be on ſtretch for the attainment of this crown 
of righteouſneſs, that we may ſpend an eternity 1n. a partieipation 
of thole ſublime, ever new, and ever growing, © pleaſures ahd'de- 
Clights,? fs A , 

. Before I proceed to the application [- would, iti order to do jul. 

. tice to my text, take ſome notice of the Judge, who will confer this 
crown, and the manner of his conveying it. | E: 
| 1, He is called the Lord the # hreou: Fudge. ' By the Lord 

here we are to underſtand the fon of God, becauſe we are fo re- 

peatedly told that he is'to ſuſtain the office. of '} udge at that day 
of final accounts, when the curſe'ot everlaſting fire ſhall be-denoun- 
ced on the wicked, and the righteous awarded with - the heavenly” 
kingdom. He 15 called the righteous Julge, becaule the:* Judge 

6 of all the earth wi'l do right,” and not act capriciouſly and with - 

out reaſon, Therefore he will beftow.this crown of righteouſneſs 

only upon righteous perſons, and, * all fuch as love his appearing, 
and have been looking for it, and preparing themſelves for the"e- 


vent, i %, 467 | ny 
_ But (2)--when we corifider the manner of conveying this crown,, 


of 


we find ir ® be by way of gift. . « The Lord, the righteous Tudge” 
« will give me, at that day- '-- The reaſon of this 1s, becauſe, aC- 
cording to the tenor. of the covenant of grace, no promile is male. 
to works but thete is many a promiſe made to ſuch as co works. 
Not for their merits, or the merit of what they do, but becauſe they. 
wre in Chriſt by-faith 3 and their good works are the . proper evt- 
dences of their being ſo. - It is certain that whatever honor may. 
de given to works of faith and labours of love, how. highly loever 
they are to be eſteemed yet they deſtroy their own value, it they 
would uſyrp the place oh meriting heaven, either in whole or 1 
part. # The gift of God is eternal life through Jeſus Chrift our 
* Lord,” ' No man, I think, who will read the bible without pre- 
Judice. will deny. but the ground of the diſtinEion to be made 1n . 
the laft day, between the righteous and wicked, will be their © hav- 
1" done good, or having done evil, And thoſe that have Jone evil. 
Will ſuffer death as the proper reward of their evi/ deeds; becauſe 
the wages of fin is death. But they that have done good, will not 
eceive the reward of heaven arid eternal happineſs, by che merit of - 
their good deeds. No, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is*the oily nies 


- 


> 
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ritorious cauſe of juſtification and title to heaven, our faith lays 

| bold on this righteouſneſs and intereſts us in rhe merits 'of it, and 
- - Our good works are proper evidences of the truth of our faith, and 
union with Chriſt. Therefore it is not by their merit, but their | 
evidence that we ſtand or fall at the laſt day. TE 


” ' ; 


APPLICATION. 

From the doetrine we may diſcover whether the life we are liv. 
ing, bethe life of a chriſtian or not. If we are chriſtians we have 
liſted ourſelves under the banner of Jeſus Chriſt, and have entered 
the liſts againſt the fleſh, the world, and the devii . and have be. 
gan in earneſt to © fight the good fight.” If you have liſted under 
the banner of Chriſt, you will be acquainted with the motives which 
induced you ſo to doz. you faw yourſelves under the curie'vt the. 
law, and the devil and fin dragging you down to hell ; you took 
the alarm, you looked about you, but you ſaw no help or way to 
eſcape, there was no help in you- Now you began to think of 
that Jeſus, whom you had negleted and deſpiſed, and to cry to 
God for mercy and deliverance——Jeſus appeared in all his faving. 
oihces, 'as one perfeQly ſuited to your necefhties, and you earneſt, 
ly ſought all relief in him. In a word being captivated by his per. 
fon, and ſatisfied of his ſuitableneſs and ability to ſave to the ut. 
moſt, you ventured your eternal all upon him and gave up your. 
ſelf entirely to him, as your ſole deliverer, and the captain of your 
falvation. - By theſe few'bints you may examine yourſelves, and. 

decide whether you have aRually lifted under. the banner of Chriſt | 
and are ah? in the good fight. againſt the enemies of your | 
ſouls. And to ſuch as are fighting the good fight, and runuing the | 
heavenly race, I would drop a few counſels'and animating conkh. 
Gerations. - R wo 1 
;. Be much upon your guard againſt the world. * They that 
« will be rich, ſays the apoſtle, tall into temptation and a lnare, 
« which drown men in deſtruction and perdition ; for the love 0f 
& money is the root of all eyil ; which while ſome have coveted 
« after, have erred from the faith, and pierced themſelves throug! 
« with many ſorrows.” the 5 

2. Beware of carnal companions, and the ſociety of ſush pro. 
feflors as are light minded and unfaithful Theſe laſt, to ſome may: 
be mo: e enſnaring than the firſt. . As they have the reputation ot 
religious men, they are not ſo much ſuſpected. $0 that your 26 
for Gad and religion may be cooled, by their coldnels, and you! 
zeliſh for piety. and devotion taken away by their unfavory conver 
fation, before you are aware. 


R 
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3, See that you keep the faith. Beware of all * new doQrines,” 

and keep hear. to the * good old paths* Theſe new doftrines, 
and the preachers of them, may zealouſly affe9 you, "but not awell. 
DoCtrines may. be propagated with Aacing zeal, which; iFenibrac. 
ed, may. prove very ruinous and deſtruCtive. Satan ca transform, 
himſelf into. an angel of light. and under a maſk, bF'zeal for good 
works, may ſap. the CE TRIR, and Jeaye us deſticute of a proper , 
bottom to, found good works upon. _ It. Jeſus Chritt is not alt in all, 
both for righteouſneſs and ſanCtincaton— grace and {trengthe—we” 
ſhall neither fight nor run, fo as to gain the prize.” There 1s no- 
thing ſo animaring to a Ciriſtiun ſoldier, as this, that all his lifey 
ſtrength, righteoufneſs, and furniture are 'in Chriſt; to whom 'he 
is united, by faith .and from whoſe fulneſs ke receiveth grace for 
grace, Therefore go forti in. the ftrength of the! Lord and, quit» 
ting all confidence in your own might,” you ſhall be ftrong in the 
grace that 13 in Chrilt Jeſus. Copiots ſtreams of grace are flowing 
trom Chriſt, and running freely 19 gbipel promiſes.” Let behevers 
only have an eye to theſe, and plead them in tzuth and prayery and 
they ſhall never loſe their feer/in running, nor tne victory 10 Bac 
ing. | And to animate you in the conflict, conſider 

!. What you will loſe, by flinching and halting, It had been 
better for you. it you had never entered the hits, 4 It had been 
« better, * fays St. Peter, © ever to have known the way of righ. 

« teouſneſs, ' than after ye hive known it, to turn from the .holy 
© commandment.” And the apoltle Paul chices the Galattans, who 
had began to quit the conteſt, to be weary ard faint in their minds, 
uy to lack their pace; in the race for heaven and glory .—»+ Are 

you ſo foolith ? ſays he: having begun in the #pirit, are ye now 
© made_perfe& in the fleſh ?—Where'is the wie ſhgels, that ye. 
« ſpake of ? | Have ye ſuffered ſo many things un vain ! ” — Aſter 
eh ſo many battles, and running well for ſuch a diitance, will 
ye ſtopſhort for the goal, and loſe all: your labour and toil by mif. 
ling the prize at' laft ? God forbid that this ſhould be' the rl ot 
any of you. 

2 Conſider the crown 5" of ighinoatiely which is held out to 
jour view. © You! may ſutfer ſomething here, and you may be loters 
of ſome earthly trifles —but you (hall be great gainers in the iflge. 
The Lord the righteous Judge ſhall ſhortly put,thatiglorious crown © 

- upon your heads, which hall more'than compenſate all the ſuffer-  *. 
ings and pains, you may' have met with, in the battles you have 
toupht, and the courſe. you have run to enſure' it. 

L would juſt drop a word'to. you, who are yet fighting « on. the 
lids of fan and ſatan, and are {till running the devil s errands. Your 


ate is aru'y lamentable and deplorable. True, you will have your 3 
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wages alſo—but ey are ſuch, as are worſe than nothing,—-for 
the, Wages of fon is death... And what is this death, but to Bave your | 
pai t in the lake that burneth with fire and brimflone ? — -Y ou may 
think now you are doing $/avely, in that you [ſport yourſelves with 
ſacred thir gs, and eſteem the threatenings of God's word as ſtub- 

ble, and lay, curſes as rotten wood ; and you ſometimes gain A Vice 
tory over. profeflors,, and thin their ranks, by taking ſome of them 
captive, and bringing them back to your own party,—lo that they 
have left off praying, and have turned. to curſing and ſwearing, — 

and ſuch like. But remember—the triumphing of the wicked is 
ſhort, —and their joy, but for a moment. . A day 1s coming when, 

Cod ſhall ariſe as in mount Pergzim, and j/all be wroth as 1m the vals 

ley of Gibeon. He hall "whet his glittering ſwora, and his hand take 

bold enjudgment—he will render vengeance to his enemies, and his re- 

®  '  bukes thal! be with flames of fire. —O conſider this, ye that forget 
God, leſt he tear you in pieces, and there. be none to deliver 
FAM 


SE RM -O N- IX. 


The N ature, NNecessity and Utility of Erapers 
1 Tas, v. 17. 


Pray without cenfing. 


feels 15 no duty more frequently enjoined, and inculcated 
on mankind, than the duty of prayer. And the utility-and 
neceſſity cf this duty is held forth in a variety of {criptures.. For 
although all the'bleſſigs of the new covenant, parden, peace, bolj- 
neſs and [vation are purchaſed, and freely beſtowed, by, Jeſus 
Chriſt, of free grace and unmerited bounty, yet it has pieced God 
to niake oils prayers a mean, whereby we receive them. + Ak, 
and ye ſhall have, ſeek, -and ye ſhall find, knock, and it ſhall be 
opened unto you #& lays our Lord, in his formon ON the mount. All 
which expreſſions re'ate to prayer, and pornt it out as a duty, both 
_ uſeful and neceffary. _ And this 15 the duty | intend to explains and 
enforce, from the words of the texc, © Pray without ceaſing. ©. 
The +poſtle Paul, 1a the beginning of this, and the W's 101g 
of the former chapter, was ſpeaking of the ſecond coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to judge the world in righteouſneſs 3 phi of the . 
neceſſity of our betng at all times ready for that important event. 
He urges this neceſſity from ſome very weighty conſidera 65;-.and 
particularly from, i beſe, that the precie: time of his coming was 
ouite uncertazn, and Ht that day, whenever it did come, would 
| be ſudden and unexpected ro many, and be matter of great terror 
and ſurprize te the careleſs, impenitent and ungodly,” who aye 
Mage ng due preparation to meet their Judge. «© Fof, when they I 
* thall ay, peice and ſafety, then fudden deſtruftion cometh upon 
© them 25.travel'upon a woman with'child: anJ4. they ſhall not 
© alcape.” 2, that prayerle's,, careleſs and ungodly finners would . 
_ Confider this gw 3 and not put off their repentance and converſion, 
ti]! that day of judgment come-upon them, which wil! ſpread ſuch 
terrible alarm among the workers Of 1 f iniquity. and ſtrike them with 
iuch conſternation. that, wild diſmay, they, will call to the rocks 
and mountams:o0 Fatl upon them, and hide then from the face of 


lym that fitteth upon rhe throne of judgment. , Baur thoſe cries will wn 


ther be, * to 19 purpoſe, for th: -p [hall not e/rape the he of the 
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Judge, nor the juſt puniſhment due to their fins and rranſgreſh 
ONS. 


But, though this will be a day of terror to the wicked, itwill be 


. a day of joy and triumph, to true believers, —the humble and obe. 


dient children of God. Theſe have long looked for and expeQRed 
this day, and have been diligent that they. might be found of God 
10. peace, without ſpot and blameleſs. Therefore ſaith the apoſtle, 


© But ye, brethren, are not in darkneſs, that that day ſhould overs. 


© take you as a thief.”'” | Ye. are not lleeping in the dark night 
of {in and unregeneracy, ye are awake, and Rtanding in a poſture 
of readineſs, ſo that that day. would afford you no ſurprize at all; 

© Ye areall the children of the hght and of rhe day,/—walking on 
in the ways of holy obedience, without itumbling: or turning afide, 
toward the glorious kingdom above - under the bright beams of the 
ſun of righteouſneſs, duplayed in the golpe). «* We' Chriſtians, 
care not of the night, nor of darkneſs :'-—we lee the paths of truth 
and holineſs, and, treading therein, we are looking for, and haſ- 


tening unto the glorious appearing of the great God, OUT DAav1our, 


Jeſus Chriit. Oh, what a blefled ſtate is this,—to be delivered 


from the native Ts OY of the fallen heart —to be quickened by. 


the divine ſpirit. of life, —ane to have ever in view that glorious 
crown of righteouſneſs which ſhall never fade. 


'But the apoſtle does not ſpeak this enccuraging language to | 
believers, that they might flack their dtligence. as being already ſe-. | 
cure of the prize.  No;—it is not 2 good beginning, but a good | 


ending that infures the crown. p 2 we mult be fedfalt and un. 
moveable, always abounding inthe wirk of the Lord, We muſt ſhew 


the [amr diligence Redfaſt unto the end, ever abounding in + works of | 


1aith and latours of love. . And this is the truc perfeverance of the 
ſat--ts. . And that they might thus perievere, he gives this admoni- 


' tion, © Therefore let us not lleep as dg others —let us never. give 


way to the leaſt drow finefs, indolence, jukewarnineſs; Or Carnal 


ſecurity — —> but 'et us watch and be ſober z*—let us at all times. 


fand on our guard ,—denying ourtelves, faking? up the dal y crols, 
and temperately uſtug all the creatures of God'; ,—* leſt at any time 


© our hearts, be overcharged with [urfeitifg arill drunkennels,' and 


© cires of this world -.. and that day come upon us unawares. — 
That we may perſevere in the face of al! our enemies, it is necel., 


ſary, that we be armed at all points, « putting on the breaſtplate of 


E faith and love, and for an helmet, the hope of ſalvation.s Faith 


' and love will repel the afſiults of the devil, and the helmet, tbe. 


' bope of /alvation —of compleat- victory and everlaſting happineſs, 
will [iyeld « our heads 1n the day of battie. 
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And to encourage them to ſtand fo their arms without fainting, 
this ariimating conſideration 1 1s {ubjoined, _'* For God has not ap=- 
pointed us to. ** wrath ;"—or prepared us to wrath. That is, God 
has not called us out of darknets into light, and furniſhed us with 
thoſe graces of faith and hope and love, that we might thereby e- 
ventually fink under greater condemnation ;—— but* that we might 
ſo uſe them, as, © to obtain ſalvation through our Lord Teſus Chriſt 

« —Whodied for us, that whether we wake or aſleep, —whether 
in this world, or the next, + we would live rogether with him,s 
—2 ſpiritual fe of grace and holineſs here, and a life of immor- 
ral glory hereafter. 

To effeQ this perſeverance of the ſaints, the apoſtle points out 
various. means. Such as mutual  exhortation and edification. 
«Exhort one another and edify one another.” Animate and quick. 
en each other, in a holy walk with God, both by precept| and ex- 
ample. And as a proper . regard to their pious miniſters would 
contribute much to their growth 1n grace and final perſeverance, 
they are exhorted,'« '['o- obey them that have theTule, and labour 
« in word.and doQrine, - ——and to eſteem'them. yery highly It 
5: love, for their work's ſake, for the ſervice they wid to their ſouls, 
and the church of Chriſt in general/ by their holy doctrige, and 
god!y diſcipline. And as nothing tends moreto the ſpiritual health 
and happineſs of a chriſtian ſociety, and the WAX? and ftability 
of religion wn the ſouls of the members, than peace and. harmony, 
t13 addeJ, « Ani be at peace among yourſelves.” 

For the fame purpoſe, the private memvers of the church muſt 
affift their miniſters by warning or admoniſhing them that are un- 
ruly, Reproving thoſe who walk diſorderly, and not according to 
the rule of the-gofpel. They mult comport the feeble minaed ; whole 
hearts are faint, and eaſily diſcouraged at trials, dilficulties and 
oppoſitions., Such as 'theſe muſt. be encouraged to- bear. up,'by 
luggeſting: to them the compaſſions of Chrift, and by urging every 
revwing motive contained 11 the word and promiſes: of God, Phe 
wear, 1N grace and knowledge mult alſo be ſupport tel. The tron: 
ver Chriſtians ſhould ſtrive to ſtrengthen theis faith, and inceraſe. 
| their knowledge, by endeayouring to open the natur= and freeneſs 
Of the plan of talvation thro':2h our Lord Feſus Chi H{F, Patience 
ts alſo of great importance n the perſeverance of tho ſaints, «© We | 
«have need of patience, that after we have done the will of God, | 
*we may inherit the promiſes.” we ſhall need patience, as well. with: 
relpeCt to thoſe that are within, as thoſe that are without the thurch,. 


We ate therefore exhorted to be patien} towards all men. And as_ 


the leaſt indulgenc? of a ſpirit of revenge, or ſpiteful retaliation, 
5 not as contrary ts the ſpirit of ehrifianity, but mightily Vinh 
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ſtructs our comfort and peace, and Kiaders our progreſs in the 
divine life, we are charged. not to. < render evil for evil to any man, - 

© but ever to follow that which.is good 3 ;© bleſſing, inſtead of Cur. | 
fing.  Contentment, with our allotment in life, andiin God As. our - 
all-\uhcient | portion and happineſs, whoſe providence will over. 
rule all things for his obedient people's good, alto tends to the 
furtherance of {anEtihication and final ſalvation ; we are therefore 
enjoined to refoice evermore, as being oppoſed to that diſcontent 
and murmuring, which hinder'us in chriſtian improvement. And 
that we may be enabled to carry all theſe things into effect, awe are 
exhorted and. eirected © in the. words of the text, * pray without 
cealing,” This a main 2hing in the Chriſtian's life 3 and without 
i715, we {ſhall never hold out againtt our enemies -: no, nor. be-able 
to put in praQtice any of the other duties mentioned. before and.; 
atzer the text, 


* Tn the Seca gon of the layjerts I ſhall purſue the. following 
rc thol, 

T. Steak of ae nature and concomritants 0 [ PI2YCTs 

IT: Of the aſi of prayer, ph 

FLL. 'Of the advantages or utility of: prayer. arid, : 

IV. /Make ſome application. . And may Gu of his infinite mer-. 

Cy, render proitavle to all our fouls, what hall be ſpoken and 
heard, at this time, for Chriſt Jeſugs ſake. Amen. 

I. Lamto ſpeak of the nature.of prayer, and1ts.concomitants. | 

Almott every. body, at times. will talk of prayer and we have 
reg ntly large congregations, at this place, met together, as it is 

aid, for the purple. of prayer and hearing the word of God:... But} 
NUN little profit, which numbers of you appear to. have gained 
by 56ur attendance, I muſt either concludethat it is. a vain thingto' 
Teak che Lord, and-that there is-no- profit.in praying unto him of: 
e!ſ- that the nature «nd ſpizit of prayer 1s very little underltood.. 
VY:; 2 trequently be ar people ipeak highly 1m praiſe of our liturgy ot 
tae prayers of the church ; when, perhaps, they never entered into | 

the ſpirit, of one. of thoſe. prayers in all their life ; but have. lived. 
\contented, and pleaſed themſelves, with the thought that we have 
A prayer. book, to full of ſuch fire, prayers, that-. none can exceed. 
/them. I acknowledge the excellency of our liturgy: but.you may 
| ge. to church every day | in the years and hear it read, and yet: never! 
pray in all your lite. 

Prayer ix the expreſſing the real deſires of OUr Kearhs to anot het) 
with or without words: 11, order to obtai ſome bleſſing, or avoid | 
fome evil. ..When. we pray nn many the defires of the heart cal ? 
not otherwiſe te exprefled,or mace kgown, to him, but as they are" 
clothed in words. But when we Td, to. Gag, the figcete and 


= | EIN 13S 
eeling deſires of our hearts tyay be an effetual ſervent prayer ; 
becauſe the inward breathings and earneſt longings of qur'hearts 
ire wellknown to him, whether we ſpeak out, or not. «Lord, thou 
6 knowelt all my defire.” ſays the Pſalmiſt, « and . my grozning is 
« not hid from thee.” Or, praver may be defined an' a& of the 
{oul, whereby a man draws near to 'God to. ſolicit bleflings or fa-. 
vours. Which are agreeable to the will of God, through Jeſus Chrilt 
the Mediator.. +Theſe.inward aQts or deſires of the foul after God, 
s the. very /oul of prayer ; and the expreſſion er thoſe deſires, in 
ords, 1s only the bedy of prayer, In this view of the nature of 
prayer, man's wants and dependence on God are unplied. And utti- 
leſs there be a real ſense of zh-/e, there can be no prayer, though, 
we may make uſe of the fineſt expreſhons. _. For words are not 
&ra3c75, not even the body of them, any farther, than they expreſs. 
he inward pantizgs of the heart, and the:real and earneſt deſires. 
ff the ſoul, ., Ard theſe, as I ſaid, may be exprelsed. effeCtually to 
the all- knowing-\edrt-ſearching God without articulate ſounds. 
'hus when Hannah praved, in, the. diſtreſs and anguiſh ot. her 
mind, her lips moved, but no, words were uttered. Yet this prayer - 
reached the ears of the: Lord of Sabbaoth, and brought the blethng 
On: KL WS WR” 26) 
From this ſhort definition of prayer, the conconutants  theyeof . 
mult be evident to every conſiderate. mind; .. To wit ; a real /enſe 
di our wants, and a convidien of our own inability to relieye our* 
ſelves. It is this ſenſe of weakneſs and of * want, that diQtates ev- 
ery real prayer of the heart, and. cauſes a man to pray without. ceaſe 
#7, Not to be always on our knees,.as ſorne may 1gnorantly mae 
zine ; but to turn the ſupreme and, perpetual defire_ of the heart 
and bent of the /ou4 to obtain a ſupply of 2s ſpiritual necelfities.. 
he man 1s convinced that the world and its contents| can never 
ake him happy ; that, nothing but the zavour.and enjoyment of 
od can fatisty the deſires of his ſoul: and therefore his ſoul is ſet. 
pon theſe.as his ſupreme 96jed, After this he longs and pants. 
No man. can-be taught to pray, merely by-putting into his hand 
a book full of excellent prayers.. | True prayer can only be taught 
a ſenſe of what we want, What we are, and what we muſt be, And . 
lo far as we ſee, and. know, and feel the/e, fo far, and no farther 
nall we truly pray. A man, may. read a very fine- petition. But” 
neſs .a_ feeling ſenſe of his own condition, and the ſtare of his - 
Foul, and the anxious defire of his heart, run on»and chime with | 
ae words of the petition, all 1s nothing but lip labour, the heaft is_. 
ut of the queſtion, and the whole amounts to a ſolemn. mockery. ' 
lc then that would pray without ceaſing, or even! pray at all, mult 
ouſly conſider the fallen ſtate of man» hs weaknelles, his Wants 
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and his dangers, 28 thele thirds are held forth by Chriſt and his 
prophets and apoſtles. A realizing diſcovery of theſe will awaken 
a [pirit of prayer within. And when together with theſe, he gets 
A BRCtG of the glorious proviſion made by. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
for our recovery from the miſeries of the fall. to ſupply our wants, ! 
help our weakneſſes. and ſatisfy the cravings of an immortal ſoul, 
then the world and all its riches, honours and þ /ea/ures begin: to || 
dwindle into nothing; And the heart, that was before excethyely 
bent toward th#/e, as its portion and prevailing objeCt of defire, now 
turns away from them, and begins to long and breathe ſupremely, 
after ſpiritual bleſſings and enjoyments.” Pardon and peace, and 
holineſs and heaven now, become the great and prevailing -objects 
of his deſires, and his heart is carried out in queſt of them.  -* 
Our appreaches unto God mult be attended -6r accompanied 
with a real ſenſe of our unworthinefs and wants; otherwiſe we 
ſhall never come as poor-empty beggars ;z and unleſs we thus come, 
we may make uſe of words, but we thall-never pray. #4 The poor. ,/ 
« uſethintreaties.* | "» 
Who among you then, are in any meaſure ſenfivle of your Foyt 
and dangerous {tate, by nature and praCtice ; aid defirous to ob. 
tain pardon afid peace with God, throngh” J efhs Chritt ?- 
Let all such approach a throne'of grace ; let them fall down be. 
fore. their offended ſovereign, convinced of their guilt and unwor. 
| thineſs, of their need of mercy and /rgivercſs, and that. the/e mult | 
be obtained. now, or they mult be miferable to a!l” eternity ; let 
them continve to\pray without ceaſrrig, without Jeuntin 7, and plead © 
with God, forthe ſake of our Lord and Saviour, to have'pity and | 
compaſſion on their poor. miſerable ſouts and they will find, by 
happy experience, that God will nor reject the prayer of the poyr 
deſtitute, nor deſpite the fervent defires of their hearts. 
\ But another concomitant of effe&tual prayer is faithi” '"'s If any 
© 'man lack wiſdom." let him afk of God, © Bat let him afk in faith.* 
That is; let him believe, that God is botk able and: willing to do 
for us,' whatſoever he hath promiſed to do' for, and beſtow upon 
thoſe, who come to the throne of his grace. If in approaching to 
God, we fix our eye merely at our own meanneſs, unworthinels 
and finfulneſs, on the one hand : and'on the holineſs, jalkice' and 1 
purity of God, who hateth iniquity and cannot Jook upon fin on 
.the other ; it mizht feem preſumpruous, in us.” to pray unto him: * 
'of dare to approach him. / But! when we confider, that all our 
hopes are built, not 0a ourſelves, but in the mercy of, God, through 
he death and' interceſſion, of the Redeemer, and the encouraging 
| promiles we have. of audience and acceptance through the an of 
his love we ma draw near with copfic! :ENCE, that « ha forever aut 
fall «fr the Father, in bis nome, beats give ut unto us. 


1 


th _ 


', 


{ | 


LS *;. , 
w» 6 
dat > % 
# 
ny” 


137 


ſome poor diffidert creature is ready to fay, «1 
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humility... This indeed has 
| deew/implied, in whatihas been ſaid already, but it deſeryes to be 
treated ſeparately. _ Humility enters into, the. very nature of prayers 
ing prayer to anather;/ is an acknowledgement ot our own 1g= 
digetice and'poverty; and-our. dependence on him, .to..whom we 
pray.” We are indeed exhorted :to:come. boldly. to aithrone of grace, 
_ But let us bear-in- mind, that it is @ /þronc. of grace.z, Where nothing 
js due to us/for our own fakes. but altogether tor the ſake of We 
who'purchaſed all-for us, by the- price oi his.own. blood. i... 8 
haye no! merit' of our own, and therefore. when we,obtain mercy 
and'grace to help in time of need, all is of free bounty. Surely-ix 
might-tend to hymble us, in all our approaches,tg.Ged, it we ogly 
refle&, that'we, who are deſpicable, and. deteſtable by natyre and 
ſin, are ſuing for. bleſſings,. that: we do not deſerye, and ior meI= 
cies, to which we have no right. Hearirging ls dries W 
-* Another concomitant. of, prayer 1s the forſaking of all fin,. iy 
heart and 'praice,”' + We know that God heareth pot fianers ; but 
"if any man be:a worſhipper of, God, ,and, doth. his; will, bing hg 
© heareth.' And David fays,. «+. I& I regard;amguy'y in my heart, 
© God will not hear my prayer. /-In.vain does any man expect 
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that God- will hear his prayer, in the.,paxgdon. of fin, while he {ill 
| perſiſts in any Gnfubpractice. {44% 20 it Us, ME, TIES or 4 iciikered 
And, laſtly, perſeverance muſt crow, the whole work of prayer 
Thisis implied inthe words of the text, 2 ay without ceaſing; And 
in Eph. 6. 18: * Praying always, with all prayer and;ſuppiicajign, 
© 1n the {pirit,' and-watching thereunto, with.all. perſeverance,” — 
For the trial of our faith—the -improvement/of, our hymulity a 
ſubmiſſion to his will, and to increaſe. the value of his blethngs, 
and for a*clearer demonſtration-of our. dependence, on his. hounty, 
God may think proper SO to delay the anſwer to Out pray. 
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ers: yet muſt-we not therefore diſtruſt his promiles, but wait, an 


pray and-never'faint_; for-in due /cafon'wve lball reap. if ave fernt mie. 


£ 8 long as we live, ſhall we have temptations, oppoſitions: and ene. 
es, from without, and from within,"to contend with .-—as. 
ab we live ſhall we ſtand-in need of renewed grace, : ſtreygth a 4 
direction, —and ERorebgee mult we call <upon God, ns ____ a5 wwe 
"UL. 1 come-nyow toſpeikof the neceſſity of prayer, (pn x 
L. It is neceffary. becauſe we are commanded. to pray. - Pray 2 
thts rceafert, rot my text. If it be neceſſary to-obey God, «it is. 
zeceflary that we pray to him, as an-at of obedience to a divine __ 
Sbttman. Mo therafore ei neg)efts*the duty-of prayer, negiefts; 
an ordinance of heaven, -and muſt be numbered among the dilobe- 
> who-fhatl not enter into*the kingdom of heaven, :Fo-mens. 
tion the, places:in ſcripture, where this Guty "is injoined would be, 
needleſs; becauſe none of you-can be i Ignormmt, . that it 1 repeated. 
iy" inculcated, 1 =vill th:t-men pray everywhere. 1 Tim. i. 8. /- 
2, Tie performance of t\is-duty is made a'condition-of-our-ree. - 
-ceiving bleffings from God, and without'which we have no ground: 
© expeAthem. < Te have not,” ſays Saint James, -*'becaule-ye 
« afk-ner.'. All the/benefits-of the goſpel are the ipurchaſe of ihe, 
Redeemer's blood, and-are:graciouſly promiſed: in+ the new coves 
nant. * And yet we find the aQtualpoſi>ſſhon-of them, :is much-ſuſ- 
pended on our prayers. * For.all Ulioſe things will : I be enquired 
« of, by the houſe of Iſrael 'to do it for them”. ſaith the Lord: 
*'For I know the thoughts that] think towards you, daith: the-Lord, 
4 thoughts of peace and not of evil—— 'Ther ſhalbye-cali-upon me, 
- and:ye ſhall go-and pray- unto me, and} will-hearken unto you. 
* And ye ſhall ſeek me, and find me, when ye ſhall: unmet for me. 
». with all your heart.” ; 
©-.3, The neceffiry of prayer is evident deoas the-mature and cir. 
eumſtances of man, and his intire dependence «on God, | Now 

ayer, 23 it is calculated to-expreſs our poverty, dependence, 
truf and -bope. in -God,——fo it is a wears:of werealing «theſe, and 
thereby rendering us mbre- capable anc fit for the mens. Fes of thole 
'wercies and bleſſings, which are promiſed to them, who, being 
ſenſible of their po: erty, and dependence on God, deſire his ioveand | 
Favour, and place their hope and truſt 4m. 

This may, by the by, ſerve-to anfwer the objeCtion of forne, who 
"argue; 2gainft the neceſfity-of prayer, on thi: ground, * that God 
+38 unchangeable, *and not to be turned or ſwayed by the ſuppli- 

** cations of His-creatures.'—Be it ſo, that Gae is not to be change! 
dy our prayers, #2 bimſelf,—yet the change of temper and dilpoi- W 
"1101 oe 1n us, ry thas mean, will anſwer the ane. hey Fur 
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bleſhags. we defixe, by qualifying aurillves for the reception of. 
them, as-rf they moved tne mind.of God, to a.real $ $444 If a. 
manz..in-a. boat, lays bold of the'bank, with a hook; as Mr. Bax> 
ter obſeryes, thoug Ns cannot.draw the bank to him, yet he draws; 
hinaſelf to-the: ; Jo that his labour as effeQually anſwers buy: 
purpole, as if. Ye drew. the bank to. him. 

I hope none of my hearers will underſtand me; _as if Limoun to- 
fay that our prayers, or any. "I or. diſpoſition effected in. us, by 
means. of them, . were iu the leaſt, meritorious. Nog Lwouid have: 
you always to bear ; in mind, and to be deeply feafible; that ail the: 
bleſſings. of pardon, an , peace, and” keolinefs and heaven,.are the: dear 
purchaſe of our Kedeemer's death and' paſkon..” - Fer: we find ins 
ſcripture, tht thele are beltowedon wo np oi certain.deſcriprious,, 
ſuch as the poor, the needy, the belplfs and di ifreſſed.; and- theſe qua=- 
lificatian4,are obtained in the exercite of prayer. manzwell knows: 
his own. poverty and inſufficiency. till he makes the rial, It is. 
this that empties the man. of himſelf, —humbles 2nd proitrates the 
ſoul before God.-:. convinces. him of his. own. weakneſs, and. the- 

vanity of created good, and fets the ſou) 'a longing and. breathing. 
after;God, as his. only. reſuge, help and comfort, And: is:nat ſuch, 
4-perſon 2s this ficter for d«liverance. from diftreſsof any kind, and. 
for-the reception of the Divine favour, than he who flies from Gad; , 
and carries himſelf, as if he thought all the deſhags pRgRaled, 
by blood divine, not worth aſking ; for # 

And if we look. tata the word of God, we ſhalt Gad tha mains 
qualification, for ihe reception of- the communications: of goſpel, 
bleſſings, to. be the earneſtne(s of OUT-OWNN deſres after them ; ; aC- 
companjed with a ſerfe of aur own poverty and inability. 4 Ho,. ' 

* every ane that thirſteth come ye ro the waters, and. ye that have: 
© n0 money :. come ye, buy and eat, yea, come buy wine and. 
_ ©-milk wichout money, 5nd without peice.” "Eving briefs un 
e1 out the-neceſli.y, I come, 

IE; To ſpeak of the advantages of prayer. 

From. what has been already. faid, particularly under” the Nita 
branch of the laſt head, the advantages of 'prazer muit appear fo- 
great, ,as to induce a conhderate mind to put the duty in praCtice. 

But it may be nece{lary to point out tha Ivantages more diſtinRly 
and at large. us. | 
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wy ternporal, as well as ſpirityal bleffings .are promiſed to .the' 
due perfortyance of this duty, ©. Andby the ſaitie, ar6temporal 
judgments to be averted. "This we are taught, 1 Kings, viii.» 33;; 
&c. © If thy people Iſrael be ſmitten down before the enemy; if 
< heaven be {hut up, and there be no-rain; if there” be iti the land 
« famine and peſtilence,; 'br, if thy people go out to' battle agamit. 
their enetny——thek if they pray towards this place 'and'\cons 
© feſs thy. ame * hear thou their prayer and ſupplication-in heaven/ 
« thy dwelling place —deliver them from their affliction and'main- 

< tain their cauſe.” 'If wars ihfeſt a nation, —peace or. victory may. 
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be*given to prayer, To the ſame inftrament recourſe mult be had, 
when death and famine rage and depopulate—when the heavens! 
are as bra/7 over our heads —and the earth as iro 'under' our teet,, 
Prayer has been effeCtual to melt the brazen ſkies, and cauſe then 
to deſcend il liquid ſhowers of fatneſs/;-—it has purged the air. of 
noxious yapobrs, and put the deſolating. peſtilence to flight, By. 
prayer the blefhings of indulgent heaven are.drawn down. —and our: 
baſket and 'our fore increaſed, In a word, by prayer the bleikng 
of God is ſecured on all that we ate and have z—and a little, with 
his'bleſfing, is better thzn thouſands of goid and ſilver. J 
2. 'By prayer, we obtain, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
pardon of'fin, peace with God, a ſente of his love and fayour, and 
eternal life and happineſs above theſe lower ſkies. This advantage 
is ſet forth in the vii. chapter of 1 Kings, 14, verſe, «If my people 
« which are called by my name ſhall humble themſelves, and pray | 
© atid ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked\ways, then-will I 
* hear from heaven, and will forgive their ſins, and heal their land.” 
Let this encourage ſinner$to call upon God. If you will-pray and 
ſeek hir Face, ant turn from your wicked ways, —if you are inany 
meaſure ſenſible of your guilt, your danger, and neceflity.—and 
feel an inward deſire that God would forgive your fins, and_ heal 
your ſouls. that you may ga and fir no mote; and will come hum- 
bly to God, and caſt yourſelyes on the all ſufficiency of Jeſus 
Chriſt, making mention of his righteouſneſs only, —the Lord will: 
hear from heaven, ' and/or grve you? fins, You have his word and 
pros, that he will do this ; and his' promiſe ſhall never fail.— 
Surely ſuch encouraging words of our gracious, though much-ot- 
tended Sovereign, muſt rouſe and excite everyone of you to-pray 
without ceaſing, to pray ow, and toretire to your cloſets, or ſome 
fecret place. when you go from church, ard there pour out-your 
ſouls before your merciful God.  O that every hard heart may. be 
 foftened—-every ſtiff neck bent—and' every ſtubborn knee bowed, *- 
before your Lord anda Saviour Jeſus Chritt,' --O pray. and never. 
faiut, /or with him is mercy and flenteous 1 edemption. No wielktling | 
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ſacob-ſhall ever have cauſe to fay, ©T fought the Lord'in vain. 
Qnlp.contitue toeall upon him, and nor be weary in-well. doing; | 
for,; in-due ſeaſon, + you ſhalkreap, if you: faint not, - You. ſhall#* 
now for yourſelves that the Lords gragious,, and that-Chrift.on. 
| earth-Can forgive fins... Tp No F | | A ITE W } | ed ahe 4 vn "0d 4 | 
To ſupport this. txuth, that Ce d will hear your”prayers and for- 

give your fins and ſave your ſouls, 1t you will thus/pray, unto him,. 

[ might produce many remarkable examples of the ethcacy of pray- 

er, and many. promiſes made to it; +* Elias was a man ſubject to” 
like patſions,, as we are, and he prayed earneſtly-that it. might not 

( raity. antd ir rained-not-on- the earth, by. the ſpace of three years 
«and fix months: And be.prayed againy.and the: heaven+ gave 

« rainz 8&c.”—'The" eaſe of Daniel and his companions; is/ another 
remarkable inſtance of the: advantage of prayer, ii. chap, 17, 18; 

19; « Then Daniel went to'his houſe; and made the thing known 
eHananiah, Miſhael and Azariah his companions: That they would 
«defire mercies 'of-the God, of heavenzconcerning this ſecret, them” 
was the ſecret revealed unto: Daniel. a night-viſcion” The'promt. 

ſes are alſo very expreſs to earneſt. petitioners,. © Call: upon, me in 

( the day of trouble, and. I will hear.” Our Lord in the; parable of - 
the importunate widow, and-the unjuſt Judge, ſets this beyond: all 
doubt. - «Shall not-God avenge his, own ele, which ery day and 
6night unto him-? I tell you rhat he” will,” xt pp 

3,- Another advantage of fervent prayer is, not only. for the at-. 

fainment of pardon of fin and the favour of God, in. the day-of our 
converſion, and entering on alife of; real religion, but for the maine 
tenance- of divine hfe ii, the hearts of chriſtians, their growth aud 
eſtabliſhment in grace, and their final-perſeverance. But as, I: hin- 
ted at this. in-the introduction, 1 ſhall 'not enlarge here. We are 
at to: take @-co? from thoſe, with whom we frequently converſe : 
fo by frequent converſing with God in prayer, we are cuanged'more 
and more into his image and hkeneſs, and put on more and more of 
the Lord. Jefus' Chriſt, contra more of his ſpirit, and the mind 
that was in him, and. partake more and more of the divine nature. 
in a word, F may venture to. ſay, that ſuch are the. advantages of 
Prayer, that it is impoſſible for any. man to be a true Chriſtian. or 
good and pious, who lives without conſtant and earneſt prayer z 
at Jet a.man be ever;ſo. far fron piety, goodneſs and religion art 
preſent, yet. by means of conſtant, fervent prayer, he muſt and 
w1!l be-brought out of that evil ſtate, and obtain the viRtory over 
3 luſts/and vicious habits, if he will on!'y verake himſelf thereto, 
and perſevere therein. t or praying Ww1ll andoubtedly make a marr 
leave off inning, —if finning does'not make him, leave oft praying. 
And lalfly, let a man's attamnrents in religion'be what they will, 
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at preſent, if he negles or difuſes the duty of prayer, his religiog 
will {oon-come to nothing ——--- Of ſuch great conſequence 1 ix 
theti, that we &riCtly regard the Apottle's invjunGtion in the text; 
pray without ceafing-—Or' the words of our Lord which iaply- the 
fawe thing —« Always to pray, ard nat 10: fant, give Oves.-mn} 
iby)l che ail with an | EPA 
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APPLICATION. 


From what has been faid, we may learn, not only -the nature, 
receility and utility of prayer, bu: alſo, that all ſuch as live in the 
neglect of this duty. are deſtitute of true piety and reliz1on, ane 
coniequently are m'the broad way to everlaſting deſtruction. Ang 
yet how geaerab1s the negleft of this duty in our: land ; and, | 
tear, i: 16 100 generally negieed amony you, who now hear me, 
God and-your own conſc.iences know which of you. are guilty, 
And T fervently pray that coavietion may lay hoki en- your heary 
this day.—Y our backwardneſs in drawing near to” God betrayy 
your 1gnorance of yourſelves and the fad and heipleſs ſtate of your 
jouis, © For did you only fee and confider how taller» and guilty, 
and wretched and miſerable and helplets ye are : and theeminent 
danger to which you ſtand expoſed, every moment, wotle unpar 
doned, unjullified, and unſanAtitied, your necethity would conſtrain 
| you to-pray without cenfing. O that you would think of the lad 
Mezte, your precious ſouls are in, at this time ; guilty, defiled, and 
wreiched—ynder the wrath of God; and nothing but the brittle 


thread of life holds you np, from ſinking, this moment, into the - 


flaming gulf of hell, and all the tortures of the damned. Is ita 
imall matter to you, whether you {hall mhabit everlatting burnings 
and he under the ftrokes of incenf-d juſtice, and the vengeance of 
 an'offended God, to all eternity, or dwell in yonder glorious realms 
'of ight and joy, with Jeſus Chriit and the ſpirits of juſt men-mave 
perieCt in holineſs and happineſs !-If you would eſcape the former 
and polleſs the /atter, you mult be found diligent in all rhe duties 
of telipion. in all the means of grace, and eſpecially in conſtant, 
fervent prayer and ſupplication. And that your prayers may meet 
with acceptance, yo u muſt bre:k cff every fin, and endeavour to 
conform your lives to the will of God. It is in this day you mult 
ſeek the Lord, {or his pardezing, converting and /antifying grace. 
. You have no encourzgement to hope for zhe/e favours, in any other 
way, but ihat I have juſt mentioned. And if ye will betake your: ; 
ſelves to this way 3 and plead with God for iis grace and _ 
he would beſtow on you the influences of his holy iprit to enligh- 
| ten you more and more in the knowiedge of yourſelves, of your 
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#ants and weakneſſes, and open to your minds the plan of life and 
{4lvation; through a redeerher; and-draw\you to-Jeſus Chriſt,.and 
work that faith in you; whereby you will be-juitiGed, and have 
peace. with God, © that one and all of you would, without delay, 
de prevailed upon to betake yourſelyes to this way, in which the 
qilett 4inner among you may hope to obtain pardoning mercy and 
converting grace : not for the merit or worth of pour duties but 
tor the ſake of what Jeſus Chriſt has done and ſuffered for fallen 
finners, and the boundleſs metcy and infinite goodneſs of a gra. 
cious iovereign, who has bound himſelf by his promiſes. 

- But if you will ſtill perfaſt in fin: and. a careleſs neglect, or for- 
mal performance of prayer anq other means of grace, you have no 
encourag2ment in all the wora. of God, to expect or hope for the 
pardoning and ſandtifying bleſſings of - the goſpelz and without 
which you are undone to all eternity.” It 1s by theſe means that 
unconverted ſinners are to ftrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate. And 
if you will uſe them, in the manner already pointed out, in hum- 
ble dependence on the Lord Teſus Chriſt, then God will hear your 
prayer, forgive your ſins, and heal your ſouls. Let not the great- 
neſs or multitude of your fins diſcourage you.. God will tulſl 
his promiſes of grace and forgiveneſs to thoſe that call upon him 
fincerely and perſeveringly . for. with the Lord there is mercy, 
and plenteous redemption... Mercy to pardon ; and redempon 
to redeem you from all iniquity, and' to. purify. you, and. make you 
his peculiar people, zealous of. good works. C6 Why 4 

1 ſhall now make an addreſs to ſuch, as have reaton to-tonciuds, 

that ye have been drawn to Chriſt, and. .are juſtified by faith in 
his bleod. Ye are not of the. night now, but of the day : and” 
though ye were ſometime darkneſs, yet now are:ye light in the 
Lord, See to it then, « that ye walk as children of the light.” 
To ſuch as you, in a ſpecial manner, are the words of my text ad- 
Crefſed, pray without ceaſing. As it is the firſt duty of the unre- 
generate earneſtly topray to God, that they may obtain mercy, by 
taith in Chriſt, -{o it is your duty to be ever looking to Jeſus, by 
faith and prayer, that you may ſtand faſt, and be complete .in ail | 
the will of God. As ye have prayed tor faith' in the promiſe of 
pardon and juttification, by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ;—io now 
muſt you continually pray for faith in the promiſes of holineſs and 
lanCtification, that you may improve in the divine life, already be- 
gun in your hearts, —Conform more and more to the image of 
God, and r5pen daily for eternal glory. Holineſs of life and heart 
is not the condition of ſalvation, but it is ſalvation itſel{- —ſalvation 
already begun in theſoul. As we obtain more ho'ineſs, we obtain 
More of - ſalvation ; and when holineſs 1y complete and perfect, 
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we ſhall have acomplete and :perfett falvation. ' 'Now* you hays 
as great warrant from'the invitations, declarations and promiſes of 
the-goſpel, to tely on Jeſus Chriſt for this renovation of your na. 
-ture, by his holy ſpirit, to' prepare you for the: enjoyment of Go: 
.and a place.in heaven, as you have for the juPfrfication' of your per! 
ſon, and-a'title to heaven,/by"the blood: and righteouſneſs of Chri{t* 
:For 7his .therefore you mult pray without ceaſing, depending on 
Chriſt for ity and aſk it'by'faith, or you have "riot rhe leaſt reaſon 
"to expeCt you'ever, will bbtain'\it. Therefore pray without ceaf- 
ing, becauſe, * without holineſs no man'{halliſee the Lord.” No. 
thing can.create, effect and*improve the Uivine Tife in the ſoul of 
man, but the ſpirit of God: '' 'And.1t 18 by prayer that this spirit1s 
xeceived,' for God has promiſed to, give-tis*** Holy ſpirit to them 
«thatafkhim?” | * es, bo a a tin, © Meth 

\Perhaps, ſome *of you' would fay, «T am" convinced thatT muſt 
'pray,/and-I wiſh to pray,—but 1 ata fo weak and ignorant that 1 
* know:not how. 1 wiſh you-would affift me, either” by writing 


«x prayer for'me;/ or by' giving\me ſome good book of prayers, ot 


4 {ome manual of 'devotion,' ' ' 9” © - 
_ ©®*F have told you already, that-prayer'is the rea! dire of the heart, 
"Therefore, \initead of aſking for a' written prayer, aſk” your heart, - 
what.its defires are, and' what it wants 'of God, : This 1s the book 
fs are'toconſult, if you would learn'to pray aright- Whatever 
be the :d:fires of your heart, that mult dictate*ygur prayer, and be 


your conitant:/form. of prayer. Every thing elite; ogy exprefſed 


"3m the fineſt language, is nothing to the purpoſe. hat was the 
'-publican's*;prayer ./—*« God be merciful to me 2 finner,”” It is 
yery ſhort, but pathetic. And it reached heaven, becauſe the 

_ "form of it 'was'diCtated .by the inward feeling and defire of his 

' heart. iGo thou, and do likewiſe. Conſult the Fate of your ſouls 

conſult your wants, and what you muſt have from God, or be for” 
ever miſerable, conſult the defrres of your hearts. and let theſe torm 
the model of your petitions, and'a fingle wiſk" on this ground 
will'do more for you, than 'ten thouſand pompous words, .on any 
efnooe we hag vr be: 0:36 4 
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The Cure and Conversio:1 of N aaman. 
Fl 
2. RinGs, v. 14. 1A, w2/E,, $24 


Then went he down and dipped him: if ſeven i.met in Jordan, arcord- 


ing to the /aying of the man of God , and his flelb came g like 
unto the fleſh of & little child, and he was clean, £47, 


HESE words. you will recollec, were read in the firſt pro- 
per leon, for this day's morning fervice *»The qi 


contains, affords a variety of uſeful inftruction, if raken, only in 
the literal ſenſe. But the /pir:tua/ meaning. couched under the 


literal, will afford a Chriſtian audience inftructions' the mott uſe- 
ful and intereſting. _ Here: we have an account of the cure and 
converſion of a great man in the. court of Syria, .-—— the'inſtriu- 
ments employed to effect this, the manner, in which the whole was 
brought about, and the uot change of the perion, 1 in tet. 
per tad conduct. 

In diſcuſſing theſe particulars, I ſhall be obliged to call your at 
tention to. the whole of the- hiſtory. both befre and after the 


text, 


[he Sdrafher and dignity of Naaman, before bis converſion, are 
ſet forth in the deginning, and former part of the chapter. © Now 
 Naaman, captam of the hoſt of th<- King of Syria, was a great 
' man with his maſter, and honourable, AY by him the Lord 
£ had given deliverance unto Syria.” 

The LORD gave the deliverance, but he 1s not thoug ht of — 
the principal agent is overlooked, and all the honour way ror at to 
the poor inſtrument. But whatever the. Heathens, who fat in 
D rkneſs might'do, let us, who are bleſt with the light of divine 


' Terelation, acknowledge that God is the fountain of Sf PONOUT ;ews ._ 


and let us ſeek the honour that cometh from Þ: 2s 2nd we ſhall " 
honourable ifideed. We may not be great mcn in the eyes of our > 
earthly rulers, —but we ſhall-be the ſons and daughters ct the bea- 


veuly king, heirs of God and joint heirs with Chriſt, yo GFA 
prieſts, a1id reign for ever and eyer 


PE EET 


———-+* He was alſo a mighty man of valor ; but he vis; a — e 
$ Succeſs i in war, courage and military talents; though-they pro- 
cure favor and honor among.men, yet cannot theie, Nor all human 


Sreatneſs, ſecure us from the ſhocks of fortune, nor [protect us 
f 17. Sonday etcer 'l ruyty, 1772. vr -» YEAL: atier My 6CCMent 1K ne Nanns?. 
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from the foreſt calamities. © Diſeaſe, and pain, and death as often 
invade the palaces of the rich anc great, as the humble cottages of 
the poor and deſpiſed : and this is realized in the inſtance before 
us. Here was a man of great valor, and pofſeſt of high dignity and 
renown ; but all-this was qualified by a diſeaſe, the moſt humili. 
ating, becauſe the moſt - loathſome and nauſeous } — he was a 
,<*Teper.” Some may be ready to ſay. ** What a pity, what a great 
*<« misfortune was this !'* True, no chaſtening of this ſort, ſeemeth 
to be zoyqus, but grievous; yet ſuch corrections are oiten. produc. 
-tive"sf the beſt conſequences. It is not a cur/e, but a #1;Jing, ſoto 
temper proſperity with adverſity, as to keep us from forgetting that 
we are men, and that «* duſt' we are, and unto duſt muſt we re. 
<©turti,” Haughtineſs and ſelf.ſuthciency arernatural effects of cen. 
queit, anda profuſion of honors. But giory, victory and fame at- 
tended with ſuch a vile diſtemper, checxed'and kept down the 
pride of Naaman, in ſome meaſure, and paved the way to true'fe- 
-icity.' It isa great mercy, when our-joys and forrows are fo ba. 
anced, as to prevent preſumption on the one hand, and deſpair on 
the other: 
2.4 And the Syrians had gone ovt by companies, and had brought 
#:away. captive, out of the land of Lirael, a little maid, and ſhe wat. | 
* ted on Naaman's wife.” v. 2. Mm 

+ This; though it might be conſidered as the mere chance of war, 

mhpears to he the operation of an all-wiſe providence, to bring about 
a great eflect, from an occurrence very common and ordinary 1 It 
the world. | 

* A ſuperficial and inconſideraic” reader 'of this tienndetiuind 
might aſk; © what is there extraordinary-1n this ; that. a party of 
«4 Svrians, natural enemies to the Iiraelites, ſkbuld mike an inroad 
$ into the land of Ifrze), take captive, and bring away, among other 
«priſoners, a little maid, fel] her, (as the cuſtom was 'in-thoſe bar- 
« barous times )- and ſhe became a-ſlave to'one of the lords of OYTl- | 
« a; and waited on his lady '?* True, this practice ' of ſelling and 
eplluving priſoners 0! war was roo Coramom in-thofe rimes's and 
-n this reſpect there was nothing extraordinaryld Though, I muſt 
fay, the praCtice was both cruel and inhuman, and ought, by no 
means, to be made a precedent for us to follow: But it we view 
this hiltory with a ſpiritual eye, the hard'of infinite wetagd. im and 
goodnets will maniteſtly appear .— for this very circuiultance, tht 
val as it may ſeem to ſome, led to the oreateſt g00d, It eventual. 
ly proved the means not only of hextile Nanmnan's leprous body, 
Xa of curing his ſoul of ignorance and wolatry, and convertug 
him'to the knowiedge and worſhip of the true 'God — This Jitle 
maid, this poor {lave, brings ſalvation to this great man s houſe ; 
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and to how many others; we are not. told : vut it is highly: proba» 
ble, that, by the zeal and inilyence. of this court favourite, many 
ore of the Syrians might be brought to the knowledge, Jove/and 
wor{hip of the one /upreme. Wie L.4 —w—_ 

The example- of this little maid is truly laudable, and very,wox- 
thy of imitation. It ought to encourage all, who loye and [fear 
God, and long for the falvation. of their dear friends and. relatives, 
to exert themſelves, in-doing all iv their power to promote zt, ſev; 
ing the Lord does, and will work, by the weakeſt inſtruments, TR 
ave immortal ſouls ; and often chules, ©* the fooliſh things, ofthe 
«world to confound the wiſe ; and weak things, to,confound the 
«© mighty, that41o, fleth may. glory in his prelence;” becauſe.in the 
weakneſs of the inftruments, his ſuperior wiſdom and power are 
more clearly diſcovered. Inſtances are, not wanting among us of 
great eifeCts enſuing from the honeſt endeayours. of the, weak. 
One of the beſt Chriſtians, IL now know, told me, that the filt deep. 
and laſting impreſſion of religion, he ever received, was. from the 
dmonition and advice of a por ſave,X, But the manger, in which 
the cure and converſiqn of Naaman, were effeRed, |by this little 
maid, will appear in the-next verle. pn. 

« And the ſaid.unto her miſtreſs, wou'd God,my Lord. were, 
« with the prophet, that 1s in Samaria ; for he wauld recover him 
© of his leproſy.” v. ..3, RF ws 4s — 

This dear. child had loſt ber liberty 3 but not her faith and pie+, 
ty. She had not forgot her God, nor the holy prophet 1n the land, | 
of her nativity : and ſhe yet remembered the wonderful things 
done by him.. .She poſſeſt an exceilent ſpirit, and a remark.ble, 
piety.j- Had the not been of an. excellent ſpirit, her enilayed con. 
lition muſt have imbittered her mind toward thole, wio heid her 
under the yoke of bondagedſ And her piety was maniteit un this, 
that ſhe is not. aſhamed. to ſpeak of her God, and his, prophet ; even. - 
in the court. of a heathen eingy Her ipirit 18 fo tar. trom Heine; © - 
unbitteced-againft the family the feryed, that the appears more !o- 
licitous for her m3iter's health, than her own liberty, auld God, 
lays the, that not I, but, my lord was, with, the OO that 18 uy 
Samaria, &c., Mark. tius, my bearers; what ja noble, difintereſt= 
ed benevolence 18 here dilfplay e9,X Lake heed ro. this, my. black; 
brethren. The condition ot this ſweet tempered, good litcle maid; 
Was, then imilar to Yours, now, Let her example provoke you tos 
Imitation. But alas ! how rare are ſuch; ſervants tobe found 1— 
How tew, who are, bythe; hundredth part, as faiihful to:their Chrife 
Han maſters as ſhe. was to her heather lord ? And yet this ins; 
junction ſtands upon record,.in, the New 'Feftament.—« Servantss 
* de ſubject to. your maltegs, and pleale. them well ig.all things: 
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_ © not purloining, but ſhewing all pood delity from'the heart.'._ 

It appears that Naaman was bleſſed. with good ſervants 1n genera} 
from the concern they manifeſted for the welfare of their - -maſter, 
and the recovery of h.s health. From hence it is reaſonable to in. 
fer, that: he was good and gentle, mild and benevolent to all his do. 
meſtics. Were not this the caſe, we might expect they would 
. wiſh an increaſe, rather than a cure of his diſorder. The fingular 
concern for the maſter of the family appearsit: this : that no {ooner 
had the /ittle maid dropyed the words above mentioned, but one 
event'in and told hi lord. ſaying. thus and thus /a1d the _y that 1; 
of the land of Iſrael, Mutual benevolence 1s the ſure bond and ce. 
ment of domeſtic peace and happineſs : where the affections of 
maſters and ſervants are reciprocal, we may expect happineſs in 
ſuch familie$f{ buſineſs will go on ſmooth and eafy, labour will fe | 
light. and evn flavery itſelf be more ſuppcrtable. 

But the kind concern for Naaman's health was not confined 
within the circle of his family. The king intereſts himſelf in his 
behalf, and writes a letter to the king vf Iſrael. And /Naamande. | 
parted and took with bim ten talents of filver, fix hundr ed pieces of gold, 
- and ten changes o/ rawment. —t 18 obſervable what a preterence men 
Five to the body, when compared to the ſoul. If 7hat 1s diſordered, 
+ they wil: try all expedients, tufter themlelves to be drenched with 
' the moſt nauſeous drugs : ride or ſend thouſands of miles. and lay 
out large ſums of money : in ſhort they will iſtick at no labour or - 
expence for a recovery. But for the immorral ſoul, all overſpread 
- with the leproſy of fin, and which muſt be healed in time, or be 
miſerable to ali eternity, they will be at little, or no pains at all, 
—Jeſus the great phylician 1s ready to cure them, and offers the | 
healing balm without money or price, but they angratelunly turn - 
away from him, and reject his offered help. 

But it may be thought incredible, that the king and court of Sy. | 
na ſhould be all in motion, , merely by a few words dropped by a | 
Iittle flave. ' But the hand of God was in the atfair : and when he 
works, the ſimpleſt means ſhall bend the Toutelt heart, put all the 
- Powers of the foul ; in motion, and bring'to paſs the moſt lurprifing 
effets. 'Thus, in the firlt ages of Chriſtianity, a few poor fiſhers 
| men, without money or friends, weiit out into the Gentile nations, 
and even the potentates of the earth heard the plain words of ths 
goſpel, and bowed down to the {ceptre of grace. 
© But Naaman, you will obſerve, did r.ot go empty handed. He 
\ has 'arge preſents with him,and a letter from his prince to introduce 

him. This raay repreſent to us, how worldly men, and {uctr as are | 
| Inlenſible of their ſpiritual poverty, are not willing to be beholden ty 
free grace for the cure of their ſouls, but are ata for ng 
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ſomethingit hand, torecommend them to God, and toprocurepardon 
and happineſs. They bring their prayers, alms and good deeds, as a 
pric2 tor heaven and glory :-—ior to receive all as aifree pift, is a 
mortification, to.which- their pride cannot ſubmit. But they muſt 


bend, in ſelf-deſpair, before ever they will comply with the ham- 


bling method of ſalvation, through 'J eſus Chriſt. However it-is 


pleaſing to lee {1nners Put in. motion. and trying what they candg 
for themſelves :—PFor it is only by making trial of what we can do, 
that we are moit:eftectually convinced of what we cannot do, 
Naaman delivers the letter to\the king of [ſrael, who read the 
contents, as followeth ;—-behold, I have {ent Naaman my. ſervant ta 
thee, that thou mays? recover hun of his leproſy» The ityle. of this 
Jetter is {o ſtrange and unuſual for one king to write to: anether, 
that it is no wouder altqmihment ſhould be the reſult 3, and a ſtrong 
ſuſpicion that a quarrel was.intended. And the rather, as Jehoram, 


the preſent reigning king, had embraced idolatry, and forſaken the 
| true God, He thought nothing of his almighty power, nor of his 


prophet, whoſe tame extended through the land. But. the poor lit- 
tle maid remembered both. How hardly ball they that have riches 
and honour, enter into the kingdom of heaven ?-= Not many wiſe, not 
many noble erabrace the goſpel ; they ſet little value on. Chrift, and 
his mini/lers ; yea, they miy count them their enemies hbecaulethe 

tell them the truth, and prophecy no good concermng them —whule they 
continue in fin, —but evil, But the poor receive. the goſpel, —love 
the truth, cleave to Jeſus and are thereby made happy in-trme, and 


toall eternity z3 while the proud and /elf-righteaus live without God 


and vital religion in this worid,—and in the world to come, being 
{tripped of all they fat their hearts upon, mult pine away-19 remed1- 
leſs want and wretchednels for ever and ever, - Bat this 18 not al- 
ways the caſe. There are ſome Fo/ephs, as well as Lazaruſes, 

And when Ehiiha heard of the furprize aud perplexity of the 
king, he Jet kim know”that his-fears- were groundleſs z Let hin 
come to me, ſays the man of God,; and he ſhall know that there 1s a 
prophet in Tſrael. * Tis not to the ſceptre, but the mitre, men are to 
apply for direQtion and cure, in all their ſpiritual - maladies, and 
toul diforders. Not to the king, but the prieſt... \ 

So Nazman came, and food at the 4 wr of Elia. But, mark this, 
he Gid not come as a poor filthy leper, as he really was, but 1n great 
{plendor and rich array ; and-with the gifts mentioned above. Nor 


\,to we read of any figns of humility. at all, either in word or aCtion. 


1 dare ſay, he thou;zht b1s grand appearance, and his money would 
command every thing he wanted. Je aſks no favours. This may 


repreſent to us, in lively colours. che caſe of poor ſelf-righteous 


baners, 'Tho' the y.are:gverſpread. with the. foul leproſy. of fin, yet 
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they preſume their ſplendid afts of charity, their prayers, and good 
deeds will abundantly recommend them to God: procure the pay. 
don of fin, 'and the health and ſalvation of their ſouls, © But in this, 
they greatly err. ' And they will find, that before ever they obtain 
theſe, their pride muſt be humbled, their ſelf-ſufhiciency mortitied, 
and they brought down to' ſolicit eternal life. and all that pertaing 
- their falvation, as the free gift of God, through Feſus Chrift our 
WIG; RE] ” 
Naaman met with a reception very different from what he ex- 
peQted ; but it was juſt ſuch an one, as was fitted to the ſtate. of 
his' mind. © Not to flatter, or pt aſe, but to mortify. Howe, 
ver It had like'to have proved too mfich for his proud heart to at. 
geſt. ' Of all the deadly fins, pride holds the firit rank, and 1s the 
curſed ſpring of all the reſt, ' And till pride gets a blow to'humble 
and abaiethe man, nothing can be done to any faving purpole.; for 
| there will be no ſubmiſſion to the humiliating method of ſalvation 
| propoſed in the goſpel. 'Or in other words, till mer: are convinced 
of their own guilt and pollution, and their own utter inſuf, 
ficiency to atone for the 97e. and cleanſe themſelves from the ofher 
they will (till go about toeſtablith their own righteouſneſs, and never 
/ubmit to the righteouſneſs of God. Eliſha therefore, by taking 
ſtate to himſelf, and not condeſcending even to be teen by the 5Sy. 
ian, took "the propereſt method to mortify his pride. Naaman 
tought the prophet would have come out to him, and lone a num» 
ber of things." But the man of God knew better how to deal with 
him. "Therefore he only ſent + ſervant unto him, ſaying, Go-and 
ih in Fordan ſeven times, and thy fleſh hall come again” and thou 
ſhalt be clenn, Ft 1s obſervable that the prophet's whole behaviour 
to this noble lord. tended to humble. . For when he heard that he 
was 1n the land of Ifrael, and the intention of his coming—he does 
not ſay, © te] the honourable gentleman, that I will wair on him.” 
But, let him come to me.—And when he came to his door, he does 
not vouchſafe to ſee him. ——This doſe, as I obſerved, had hke to 
have been too (trong for him: Ut had a vioieut operation. The 
patient 15 moved- with choler, he is wreth, he turns away mm a' 
70age—Many a time has ſomething fimilar to this been realized -1n 
our churches and congregations. When the prophet, the/miniſter 
Jeſus, nas been declaring the terrors of the law, endeavouring to 
trip finners of all their pieas and excuſes, —of the robes 'of their 
own righteouſneſs, and all the fancied riches of their own works, 
have we not ſeen ſome filled with wrath, and turn away, and throw | 
themfeives out of the church—in'a rage, —muttering vengeance 
againſt the faithful preacher ?—Sach a ſight may ſeem diſagreeablez ' - 
and indeed-it is ſo - but at the ſame time, -I had much rather fee 
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24jr, than ſee-people fit ſtupid and .unconcerned, approving of all 
they hear, but noftep taken towards repentance,—holineſs,. and 
heaven. If ever a people 18 benefitted by a miniſter, there muit 
'be ſome diſpleaſure in the caſe, 'They will either be dilpleaſed with 
themſelurs Or the miniſter. wet 

In Naaman's behaviour, befere and after his cure and converſion, 
we behold the different diſpolitions of a converted and unconverted 
man z/ and the different workings of nature and of grace. - The 
ratural man looks no farther, than to natural cauſes and effects ; 
all beyond this 1s fooliſhneſs with him, Phe great firſt cauſe is far 
above, out of his fight. Being defiitute 05 that faith, which is ef 
divine operation, he fees the creature, but not the Creator... Tell 
him of the mighty effeQs of faith 1n a dying Saviour, how.it com. 
forts the heart; and changes the who'e man ; he cannot fee into it, 
He will believe nothing, but what he can account for, on-princi= 
ples of reaſo; or demonRrate by maihe::atical problems. - He is 
wroth; he turns away in a rage, from that prophet, or miniſter, 
who preaches faith, and the operations of divine life in/'the foul, 
Chis was the temper 'of Naaman. He thought thinzs-ought to-be 
ſoand ſo, He had no notion that a confirmed leproſy could be 
cured by waſhing in cold water. Or if it could, why-could not 
Abana and Pharphar, rivers in his own country, do''as well ?— 
Thus he deſp:{ed the means of his cure. becauſe they did not bulk 
with his reafon. He might ſay, 2s 1s often {aid now, © T-do not 
© believe a word of what the man ſays. —Will water cure a leproſy ? 
© If fo, I wonder why fo many wile and learned phyſicians, inthe 
« world, have never found it out before. now | It is all caxt and 
© nonſenſe. And ſo he turned away in a rage, diſdaining to pay 
the leaft regard to ſuch a preſcription. }.. 4 "ey out 

But after his anger began to ſubhde;z/ one of his ſervants tobk the 
opportunity to reaſon mildly with him. « 17y father, zf the prophet 
* had bid thee do ome great thing, wouldft thou not have done it ? how 
« much 7ath.cs, when he ſaid unto thee, waſh and be clean ?'\ The 
Lord gave a bleſſing to this humble expoitulation : 1t was ſet home 
upon the heart of Naaman, and he is convinced of his pride, and 

the unreaſonableneſs of his conduct. , He might reflect, and fay 
Within himſelf, + what have I beea ſo angry with the man for ? He 
* has done 'rae no wrong. TI know that I have a diſeaſe upon me, 
* that has baffled the ſkill-cf all the phyſicians, in my own country. | 
© Adileaſe, of which 4 mult die, if it be not healed, Iam there. 
' fore determined. to- make the experiment.” And then avent he 
down, and dipped himſelf ſeven times in Fordan, according to the lay: 
ng of 1he min of God ;, and his fl'ſh came againy like unto the fleth af 


1 little child, and be was clean, 


Thus many a poor ſinner,” who has been gnaſhirg his teeth ag 
his faithful miniſter, and deriding the- goſpel ; when. his rage is a. 
bated, ſo that he has become a proper ſubject to be reaſoned with, 
has beea made to ſee the impropriety of. his conduct; he has re. 
fleted on the dangerous ſtate of his precious foul, all overipread 
with fin and guilt, and which muſt be damned and burn in hell * 
toriever, unleſs he obtain pardon and peace,ith bis offended God, 
and is cleanſed from all unrighteouſneſs. 1s view of- the caſe 
bumbles his pride-and haſtens him to the Lord: Jeius Chriſt, that, 
by the' merit of his righteouſneſs, his guilt may be remitted, and, 
by the operations of his holy ſpirit, he may be cleanfed- from all 
filthineſs of the fleſh and of the mind, that he may perfect holineſs 
inthe fear of God. And, making an application of the atoning and 
eleafing blood of the lamb; he is juſtified and ſandtified, by Faith, 
in the name of Jeſus Chrilt, and by the ſpirit of God, 

Eet-us now view the change wrought in Naaman, by thig ſin- 
ple expedient of waſhing,==not only his fleſh, but-in bis ſpirit, We 
are told that his fleſh came again as the Fefhb of a lit le child. Buta 
more glorious miracle of healing was ahins, wm on his ſoul, which 
15 evidenced by the following effects, 

1, He is filled with love and graticude to God ind his {ermane 
He, that juſt before went away in a rage, © now returns to. the man 
+ of God, and ſtands before him ,' and makes a conteſlion of his 
faith and reſolution —* Now know { that there is no God in all | 
© the earth, but in Iirae}, now therefore [ pray thee, take a ble. 
« fing of thy ſervant.” Naaman was taught the knowledge of God, 
by happy experience of his power and goodneſs to his body and 
—foul,” This 1s a ſaving knowledge of God indeed . and happy are alt | 
thoſe who are the {ubjeCts of it. 'They will not be aſhamed to own | 
their Lord—they will declare his power and mercy, and tell, with 
gratitude, what he hath done for their ſouls. 
' Butalas! how rare 1s gratitude to our heavenly benefaRor, now 
a day, tobe found, in the hearcs of the children of men ,—even 
among profeſling Cariſtians ? Yet are we daily receiving favors at 
his hand. Oftte ten lepers cleanied, by our Lord, only one re- | 
turned to giv- glory to God, for the mercy. But when the eyes 4 
of the underſianiling are ſo opened, that men diſcover the vile odi- * 
ous and deſtruCtive nature ot fin, and humbly apply to the fountain | 
opened tor fin and uncleanneſs, and feel in themſelves, that they | 
are, thereby. delivered from the painful burden of their guilt, and 
fin, then will finners acknowledge the goodneſs of God, with hum« 
Þle gratitude and the warmeſt ſentiments of love and attachment. 
This, as it is evidential of a ſaving charge of heart, ſo it is an in'e- 


perable eifect of zz, And as they love God, ſo will they loye hg 


153 
>rother alſo, and eſpecially thoſe, who have been inſtrumental in 


their converſion. 7 prey. thee, ſays Naaman, © take abieſling of 
« thy ſervant.” A little whule ago he was in a rage with the pro- 
phet for his kind advice, but now he comes down from his chariot, 
ſtands before him, and earneſtly entreats his acceptance of a ble. 
ling, at his hand, as a ſmall token of his Gncere affeion for him, 
ts. By this we know that we have'paſſed from death untolife z be. 
«« cauſe we love the brethren.” 

2. Naaman is reſolved to have no more to do_with idolatry ;=- 
But to worſhip and ſerve the true God all his days. with an undi- 
vided heart, This appears, by his os of two mules” burden of 
earth, and his expreſs declaration. Nothing le's than a total re- 
nunciation of every fin, with hatred and abborrence of the ſame, 
and 2 determination to cleave to the Lord, cin evidence a ſaving 
change.of heart, *+ If any man be in Chrift, by a true ſaith, he is 
« a new creature.z 61d things are paſſed away, and all things are 
« become new. If a man ſay he. hath #2ith. and hath not works : 
« can faith ſave him ?” No, for © faith, if: it hach not works is 
« dead. and ineffectual.” | 

3. Every real conyert {ill remembers kis former abominations, 
with ſhame and ſorrow : and4 though God has forgiven him, he ne. 
yer can forgive himſelf. In this alfo, Naaman * manifeſted the re, 
vity of his converſion. © In this thing, the Lord pardon thy ſer. 
cyant ; that when my maiter went - into. the houſe of Rimmon, 
'and he leaned on my hand, and I bowed. myſelf in the houſe of 
(Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing.” Thus ſome 
tranflate the words, in the pait tenſe. And in this ſenſe, they 
diſcover deep ſhame and abhorrence'for his paſt finful and idola, 
trous praQtice, and ſuch an utter deteſtation of idols, and determi. 
ned reſolution to have no mote to do with them, that the prophet 
mizht well diſmiſs him with this valedition, gon peace. _ 

But if the ſenſe 1s, as in the tranſlation of our bible, the words 
are yet expreſſive of his abhorrence of 1dolatry, and 2 full convicti. 
on of its unlawfulneſs ; as well as a true intention of heart to wor- 
ihip none but IſraePs God ; though he might, in compliance with 
the office he bore. under his king, be externally preſent in the tem- 
ple of Rimmon. However this ſhews that, as yet, he was but 
weak in faith and knowledge, as might be reaſonably expected ; 
and therefore the man of God, knowing how to. make a proper al- 
lowance for the peculiar circumſtances of "this perſon, who had 
lived in total blindneſs, deſtitute of revelation, and not thinking it 
proper to put new, wine into old battles, leſt xt ſhoula burſt them, bid 
him go in peace. But ſuch allowances can, with-no propitety, be 
made for ſuch as are educated under the goſpel. MI 
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© Haying gone Ire oh the - biffory, ſo far as it {fates to aca 
and converſion of Naaman, and the reality of the change manifeſt. 
ein his temper-and conduct, I ſhall now apply the P.; wk more 


particularly to my audiences 
It has been obferved, by many, tir the leprofy, beid a Uiſeaſe 


moſt loathſome, Stat, and hard to be cured, Tepreſirits, beyond 


#1 others, that dif of fin, which has ſeized upon, and oyerſpreal 
the whole of the huMan'race. Tt broke out on Adam, mn. Para: 
Uſe, and has ever fince infe&ed all his poltefity. * Who can 
c ©'bring a Clean thing out of an unclean? Not one.” And thus i 
rs, that © we are ſhapen 1 wickednefs, and conceived in Tin, The 
C RO head is fick, the who!le' heart is Tains, from the \crown of 


'© the head to the ſole of theTeet, there is no loundneſs 1 in us : but 


© all wounds, bruiſes, and putrifying ſores.” 
My brethren with this TJeprous, this loathſome;*this Jeadly and 


dhgerois diſeaſe, you are all deeply infeted : # has overſpread 
your precious fouls, and 1s growing more and more Uiiveterate ey- 


ery day, Tf you be not healed of it. in time, you will fall aſacri- 
Tice thereto, and be miſerable to all eternity.” O, would Godyoil 


would apply to JESUS, the great phyfician of fin: ck ſouls, and 
he. would recover you \ of” this Yard leproſy. His blood will atone 


for your guilt, and cleanfe'you'from all fin - your crimſon fins ſhall 
be white as wool, your ſcarlet ſis, as white #s ſnow ; he will re- 
new you in the ſpirit and temper of your mind, and you ſhall bs 
© converted, and become as little children;” 


Some of you may acknowledge you re ſinners, 'and you believs 


fin to be of a deadly nature. You may believe alfo that you muſt 
be healed of fin's diſeaſe, or elſe for ever die. You iſo profeſs to 
believe that there is a Saviour, a phyſician of great value. But 


you db not expect that he will ever heal you unleſs*you bring your 
talents of þs foer, in hand, your prayers, penitence, reformation, and 
fuch like; ana your preces of gold, your alms' and a&ts'of charity; 


.and are adorned with the ſplendid robes of your 6wn righteoulſnels. ' 
This I know is natural to rhe legal: ſpirit of 'all men, They are 


f00 proud to ſtoop, and'too rich, in their own conceit, to-be' alto-'; 


gether beholden to free graCe and. unmerited metcy. ."And this is | 


25main reaſon, why many, who have goed ;ropreſſiond,, -at tines; © 
made upon their hearts, and reſolve to feek the health of thay > 
ſouls, are yet unſaved, imchanged, unconverted/; no better, but. Ta- 
ther worſe. And unſayed, anhealed you wilt continue, till you 


are humbled and empried of all ſelf-dependence, and you ſtrip 


PE of all your Pharifaical righteouſneſs,” and come to the 
ord J eſus, as © wretched and miſerable, and poor, and/blind, and 
* Baked ;' you muſt come to the waters -of life and raven) 
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heart of ſtone, and give you a heart of fleſh , and put his enlight- 
ning and quick'ning and purifying ſpirit within you, Naaman Was 
not accepted for. his ſilver and go!d and coſtly rzwment ; he woute / 
| have lived and died a leper, had he not renounced his own ſchemes 
and fancied worth, ftripped himſelf of his robes, and. gone down 
naked into the water of Tordan, as the man of God directed. Go, 
and do hkewife. Acknowledge your poverty, and helpleſineſs, 
only believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, truſt in the virtue of his _ 
blood, and you ſhall be clean, Your fins ſhall be blotted out for 
the ſake of what he hath done and ſufferec, and | your polluted 
hearts ſhall be purified. #« The blood of Chriſt, cleanſeth from all. 
Un,” : we o 
But ſome of my hearers may think, that you ſtand in no need 
of al this You have always been good' neighbours, juſt and ho. 
neltpconſtant at church and ſacrament, yow ſay many prayers, read. 
the pſalms and leffons for the day, every Sunday, when there 1s no 
ſermorny and you do a number 'of good deeas,/and ſo you think 
you are"2yz/lenough/alreadyhk O:my dear. brethren be not deceived. 
All theſe things you. have mentioned, how highly ſoever they may 
F 05 eſteemed among men, can never recommend 'you.to God, merit 
k ts pardon of one 61, or cleanie your polluted fouls. ++« The le-. 
& *proly lies deep within.” I tell yori, if you never come to Jeſus 
ripped of all, though you may clothe yourſelves with all the ex. 
tetnal ornaments of motality, you have. ftill a poor leprous foul 
Within, , Naaman's finery and dazzling equipage did not ſo much 
.,  s-procure him a fight of the prophet.” 'He only ſent a meſſage to _ 
him, and let him know, that he muſt rio himlelf, and waſh feven 
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# a$6 | Na, | 
times in J ordan; Bo has my dear Lord and mafter {erit me, thi, 
-GayF4s tell you that it is not all your ſelf-fprung righteouſneſs 

* -and.religious duties, not all your alms,and afts of charity, all your 
civility and mqral honeſty will ever render you acceptable in the 
fight of a holy God. You muſt ſtrip yourſelves of all, I mean 
\.. you muſt renounce all dependence on them, and, by ſimple faith, 
caſt your guilty and defiled ſouls intirely on the all perfeQ riph-. 
_ teouineſs of the Redeemer, as the only ground. of pardon and ae. 
\ "ceptance. and on the healing. Eleanſing virtue of that blood, which 
\:..cleanſeth from all moral ollution.X As. long as you go about tg 
. eltadli | your own r:ghttou neſs, or tO. cover yourlelves with 
the fig leaves of your own works, you will remain unjuſtified and 
- unſanQtified, and you and your works ſhall . periſh. forever. 0 
- that yeu were ſenſible of the guilt of your lives, the corruption of 
your hearts, and the turpitude of your beſt duties and performan- 
. ces. Then, falling down, in ſelf-deſpazr, at the feet of Jeſus, you 
would ſhew him all your guit and pollution, confeſs your fins, 
\ » your © paſhon, envy, luſt, aud pride” and plead for faith in his 
'  +blood that thereby you might * walh and- be. clean.” *Tis «not 
* by works of righteouſneſs that we have done,' but by his mercy 
he ſaveth us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and the renewing 
© of the: Holy Ghoſt”. O that ay God would diſcover you all to 
yourſelves ſhew you the leprous ſtate you are in and the impolit- 
bility of ever being made clean, by.any: human, means or devices. 
Then would you cry with united veice. O that we were with the 
- great prophet, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for he would recover us of | 
our leproiy, FS 19s 5 , 
+ But, I tear, ſome of you are ready to turn away in a rage : and 
ſay in wrath, © What new, what ſtrange doQtrine- is this? What 
* will riot, all. pps good deeds ſave us? Is it all by-faith ? What, 
* Yoes bawaninakter ſuppoſe that we, who have been ſuch juit, Cl 
©vil and honeſt TIENNang ſuch conſtant churchmenare yet ina 
« dangerous ſtate, and that we muſt go to hell after. all our good | 
* deeds?” | tell you, dear.firs, all that you have done, 'or can 00, 
Wilt not ſave you, either in whole or in part. But I know that the 
Tanguage of nature is the ſame. in all, and at all. times. _ 4 Are not 
* Abana and Pharphar, better than all the waters. of Iſrael f' Are 
nor ſuch and iych works andypious duties better to truſt to, than 
{imple faith ? M4 ay pe not. ar ofþ in them and. be clean ? No, indeed 1 
they will-not do the buſineſs. . You muſt ' renounce .them all,' 25 
- filthy rags Saint Paul was once of your preſent opinion, when 
he profited munch in the Jew's religion, made great, proficiency 
- moral and religious duties, and 4vas alive 4vithout the law. Bu 
blefled be God, he was taught a different leſſon. Ths eyes wers 


. opened; and the holy law was ſet homme upon his heart with: Fs 


| M MT ths "re mn "boy 33:1] " "il 
znd cotvition. $4 tb-n revived, and all his hopes of ſalyation, 


by his own doings, gave up the Ghoſt,' Then he gladly renounced 
- all his former" dependencies 'in external privileges and duties, 'and 
counted all but*drofs. for the knowledge of Chrift in 'whom he 


defired to be tound. not having his own righteouſneſs, but the righ= 


But ſome of you may ftill be'in'a rage, and perhaps 


would fay, 


We have had ſeveral miniſters in this pariſh, 'before you, and 


« they were learned men, great ſcholars, and we never heard any 
C thing ike this, from their {1ps : they told us we mult be good, do 
cjuſtice, and live noneſtly, attend the church and ſacrament; and we | 
«ſhould all do well; and we” beheve they thought us a good, or- 
«derly"people.' What other miniſters may have ſxid, or not faid, .is 
nothing to:me, T muſt honeſtly tell you what you are by nature, 
and what you muſt be made by grace, If other miniſters haye not 
told you of your original fin, and the total corruption of your na- 
ture; that you cannot do any good thing, without the graceof God 
preventing-you, that you may. firſt have a good will to do it, and 
working with you, when you have that good will ; if they have 
nottold you that © We are accounted righteous before God, only 
© for the merit of Chriſt, and not for our own works and defery= 
ings,” they have nhegleCted a very capital part. of their meſſage z 
and I ceafe to wonder, that I found ſq little knowledge of Chriſt, 
and the plan of falvation through him, among you, when I firſt 
came to the pariſh ; and that fo many were in'a rage againit me, 
when I told you of your guilt and danger, of your utter-eftrange- 
ment from God, ard the neceſſity of being born again, But oh, 
do.not let your dear fouls be «vroth, but hear me patiently. And 
it 1 ſpeak not agreeably to the word of God, and thie articles and 
liturgy of our own church, then you may deſpiſe the meſſage ; But 
it Ido, then it 18 at your peril, 1 ye' receive not. and obey the 
truth, M21 ko aj CO ———— 

By this time. T truſt You begin to be more calm ; and I would 
therefore take the occaſion, to reafon with you, as Naaman's fer- 


% 


'Yagt 1d with him, when his rage was a little abated. « My father 


(if the prophet had bid thee do tome great thing, wouldſt tho not 


© have done it ?—how much rather then, when he ſaith unto thee, 


© waſh and be clean ?—You all wiſh to be faved—you cannot bear . 
the thought of dying in your fins, and burning in hell to all eter- 

nity,” «O God forbid, ſay you, —before we would ſuffer this, we 
* would give ten thouſand worlds, if we had them, we would do 
' ay thing, however great—we would give all our gools to. feed the 
* poor, and eur bad:es to be burned? Why then” will you not accept 


158; 

falyation, on eaſier terms, waſh aud be clean ? O.may bag all fall 
In with this method of ſaving, ſouls-from- fin and death.' You 
| would then, like the woman in-the goſpel, feel in yourſe yes, that 

you were made. whole of your plague ; for wo would be cleanied 

from the leproſy of, fin.. - ..nd this internal. change would manifeſt 

aſelf, in your. temper and conduct. . -- 

+ + "Do afy bt; you feel yourſelves all guilty, and polluted ? Are your 
hearts burdened under a fenſe.of the damning and defiling/ nature 
of fin? —Axe.you crying, in the bitterneſs of your ſouls, 
* wretched many that \ am. who:ſhall deliver me . I anſwer, the 
Lord Jeſus is both able and. willing to.delixer you, - Therefore 
fiy ro. him without delay ; and the ſtreams. of blood and. water, 
that guſhed from his wounded. fide, hall both atane and cleanſe. 
A. ſenſe of your many fins may diſcourage you.z- but: yet, yenture 
on the Redeemex, for. he kindly calls and.anvites fuch as. you to 
lock unto him. and be ſaved. He hath loyed you, ſo. as to. die for 
you,—and if you. will venture your ſouls on him, he will wath. you 
from all your {ins in his blood. You are welcome, and whoſoever 
will, may take of the water of life freely. - Q Lord forbid, that 
2ny ot.you, INS-GeAT hearers, ſhould ſtand off and periſh for ever, 
in ſpite of warning—in ſpite of mercy ——n folts of love.—O: 
dear mmartal ſouls, .come away, L intreat you, to the wounds of 
Teſus—to. the juſtifying bload and. ſanQifying water, and you ſhall 
find that ſuch things ſhalk be done in; you, and for . you, that you 
ſhall lay, each one for himſelf, «© Now I know that there is no Sa- 
 *viour, in all the earth,” but J eſus Chriſt ;—and henceforth. will 
{ cleave tg him, as my Lord, and my Redeemer,” and none elſe.— 
This, you have heard, was the determination of Naaman, when he 
had experienced the diviac power, . on his body and ſoul ;—and 
this will be the reſolution of every true convert. And this cleave 
ing to—loving and worſhipping the  Lord—and walking humbly 

and obectently.1 in\all his holy ways, 1s the ſureſt teſt of an DON 
renovation of heart, —and - that bates hath delivered the ſoul, not 
only from. the, guilt, but from the power and pollution of fin, 
Without this, all our religion is vain, — | 611-4. 
Chriſtians will alſo, manifeft the reality of the internal change 
by their gratitude. - *, What ſhall L render to the. Lord, ſay they 
« for all the benefits done unto'me 5 {Rs 1 hey wiſh to give ſume tel- 
timony of theur love and gratitude to, their gracious Repafacc 
They will, therefore, © take the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the 
* name of that God, who has FN Sie their foul from, death, ther 
« feet from falling=—and their eyes from tears.” They will . alſo 
endeavour, according to their ability, to recommend their Lord 
and Maſter to others, that |-HeT alſo may fe and ſee ay $097 
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an@'gracious he is. Nor will they lack-gratitude to thoſe men of 
God, by whoſe uiſtrumentality, the happy change was effeCted. 
* I beſeech- thee, take a blefling of thy ſervant,” was the language . 


of Naaman to the inftrument of his 'converſion. What a great al- uh 
teration is here !- A little while ago, he was ſo wroth, that, proba. F.- 


bly, he-migttt threaten the'prophet, i h:5'rage, and call-him foot, 
entÞufraſt————mad-man. But now the lion is transformed to a 
lamb, and ove and gratitude ſucceed to wwrath/and rage.—How of - 
ten has this alſo been realized among us ? —The ſaithful miniſters 
of Chriſt, 'by their plain dealing, often excite rage and hot difplea- 
ſure againſt them, im the proud hearts of the unconverted,—and 
many threatenings, and big words are thrown oat. But, oh, when 
their. ſtabborn-powers are humbled, and theirpride abaſed, by ſome 
uſt view of their:guilt and danger, they liſten'to what is ſaid, with 
great attention—and when, by faith, they experience the power of 
ſalvation, 1n their own heart—O then they could yut Aicazah 1th 
their boſoms, and are mcapable'of expreſſing their gratitude and 
'obligations. 


 - To'conclude. - Yow have heard of the diſeaſed ftate of your 
fouls, by nature and fin—the neceſſity of therr being healed—that 
the blood of the Lam3 1s the only fountain for fin and uncleanneſs 
that its by faith only, that the virtue'of this fountain is appli- 
ed, and theeffeQs of ſuch application, And now, let {every ons 
examine himſelf, and ſee, whether he has ever made this applicatt. 
6n,0r no6t. ———lf you have done this, you have been conſtramed 
thereto, by an awful ſenfe'of your guilt. a: d the danger your iotils 
were 1n, on account of your multiplied offences againſt God 3 you 
have been fully convinced that you could not help yourſelves and 
hereupon, in ſelf-deſpair, you have ventured your eternal all on 
the blaod-of your Redeemer. And if your faith was genuiue, 
you found the effeCts follow, which I have already mentioned -— 
As many<of you as haye an experience of theſe things, may juitiy | 
Tejoice in your happy lot—and | hope your preſent reſolution is, 
by the grace of God, to cleave unto the Lord as long as. you live. 
But as for ſuch, as are ſtrangers to !heſe things ; your caſe 15 
gloomy and diſtreffing. You are yet in your fins and in your 
blood—the wrath of God abideth. in you and if you, bs not 
healed of your odious leproſy, in time, you will be ſhut out of the 
congregation of the Lord foreyer=—you muſt be ſeparated from the 
company of the clean—the company of ſaints and angels—and 
haye your abode 'among filthy devils and miſerable fouls tor ever 
and ever.” Would: God you would take the alarm—and haſte with+ 
out delay, to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he might recover you of 


your leproſy*....Which may God.grant for Jeſus'-ſake. Amen, 
od | am/aware, that svme «uppos< tiiat rio rea! change of noart vas wro wht in 
Naamar'; ang, ©»n he other hand, Some suppose there Wes.., Lhave chogen to 
follow those, who suppose Anere. was a $39)ng change wrought inwardly on the 
> £0ul, as well a outwardly on the budy. , My reason tor th's'supp-Sition are the 
- effedts, which f-llowed in his temper and - condi, as hive bernmnoticed mm the 
&F. Uconrge————}ut should ary $till think*diferentiy: mn. | this respe&,"1 hope 
they wilk not coder it 38 a matter of guch consequeice, as to prejudice them 
against the 3erm»:. ;\as the daQrmal iuths contained therein are by ng meant 

alfeted, whether Naaman w2s Saymgly corveried-or not, 7 RE | 
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A THANESGIVIN G 
S ER. M. ON.” Ns, - XL 


Preached at Sappony Church, in the parish of 
Bath, and county of Dunwiddee, Vircinia, 
on account of the PEACE, 1783. 


"PAN ZECH. viii. 10. | 

For before theſe days there was no hire for man, nor any here for beaſts, 
neither vas there anypeace to him that went out, or came in, becauſe 
of the afflition. For- 7 ſet all men, every one tgainlt bis neighw 


 bour's. 


_ But 1 will not be. un'o the refidue of this people as in the former 
days, ſaith the Lord of hofts, As 1 thought te punith youg 
then your fathers provoked me to wrath,—and 7 repented not : fo 
again have 7 thought, in theſe days, to do well unio Jeruſalem and the 
houſe of Fudah :- fear .ye- not, —Theſe are the things that ye ſhall do; 
— ſpeak every man the truth to his neighbour, —execute the judgment 
of truth azd peace inyour gates. And let none of you imagine evil in 
your hearts againſt bis neighbour, and love no falſe oath ; for all theſe 
are things that 1 hate, faith the Lord of hoſts. -Therefore loys ihe 
truth and PEACE. hþ | 


A Tthe beginning of the late wars and commotions, beipg cal- | 
led upon, by ſome principal gentlemen of the pariſh, I ſtood 
up to ſpeak in the cauſe of. my country, and of the United States - 
0% America, Our circumſtances, at that time, and+ particularly 
the town of Boſton, turned my niind to the words juſt: read, for a 
text, or theme- of diſcourſe ;—as I doubt not but ; ſundry off my 
preſent hearers will eaſily recollet. But as the aſpect” of our - 
public affairs was then ſo gloomy and forbidding, I was conſtrain- 
ed to confine myſelf to the former part of the words z/ 4 In thoſe 
'© days there was no hire for-man, nor any hire for beaſt; neither 
* was there any peace to him that went out, or came in.”'—This 
was then too literally the caſe with us, but, more eſpecially with 
the port of Boſton, blocked up by the naval aud land forces of 


% 


Great Britain. 4s 0 
When I had ſpoken what ſeemed neceſſary and proper on the 
darkſide of the text, I told you that T could not, with any. propri- 
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ety, then, proceed ayy farther therean, but mould put off the 
bright fide of the theme, till our affairs; by the good* providence of 
God, ſhould be ſo changed for the better, as to give me a happy 
occaſion? to' treat theyeon witir propriety. 

And bleſſed be the name-of our God, and gracious TTY 
that time 1s now come: and Fam thankful that he has prolonged 
my life, to fee an end of our public troubles, a period put to a-cru- 
el, unnatural and bloody war, and that I haye it now in_my power, 
with pleafiire, to fulfil that promiſe, made. to you,” ſo many years 
- paſt,” of turning to For view he bright and more at abs ade of 

the cloud, | 

« But now it ſhall not be to the reſidue of this people as in the 
former days, &c ”— This, bleſſed be God, is now li terally fulfil 
led to'us. . It, ts not with.the refidue of theſn lands, -as\in-the' far= 
mer days... laſtea d of oppreſſion, we. are frgg and inde pendent. yy 
inſtead of ports. blocked up,.and a reftraine *tormmerce7 our rivers 
and harbours ate cpened to all nations, and the commodities of 
theſe United States, may flow, without. controul, arourd the ball, , 
and cheer the remoteſt nations of the earth. Inſtead of Tlattering 

and the inſeparable calamities of war, we haye peace ih all 

our.bor NS ſo. that every man may again f/ Ft. k under his vine and 
fig -tree, baving none to make him afraid. | 

| * Uk bleſſings as theſe, and eſpecially that. of peace after war, 
muſt be ſo warmly felt, as, ofie would think, "to ' render needleſs 
Any, motives, from: this place, to excite Our GRATITUDE.—But* | 
28 it may contributez not a little,” to fix n our 'breaſts a more live- 
ly and durable” ſenſe of theſe preat- mercies; 'E thall proceed to 
ſpeak, 

? IL. Of the bleſſings of peace,:which we: now eyop? and of which 
we were'deprived; * mthe former; days.? 

IE.” As'war falls not: out,” but by the ord ng oralvattchice of 
God, ſo PEACE is'his' peculiar g ift, * Tet every man apainſt 
his neighbour : but now it ſhall riot-be unto this Roo of this peo» 
ple, as in- the former days? ' 

HI. Shew; by what means theſe bleſſings may be revderdd pere 
manent, durable, 'or jaſting.— Theſe are the things that! ye ſhall 
do :—ſpeak ye every man truth tous neighbour, execute: the judg- 
ment of truth and peace.in' your gates ;---and let none of you um. 
agine evil in your hearts againft his neighbour : : and-love no falle 
oatty : but love the truth. and peace.” ' 

I. I am to, ſpeak of the blefling of peace, &03” 2] 

The irzppineſs oc benefit of *peace,” may be compared £o health 
in a human body.” , It ſprezds'through'the - * civil,” as © that” does 
through the 6 wimal. .cpn{titution, transfuſing vigour and pleaſure 


|3$, rw 


_—_ - 


_ I © DLLs: —_—— 
o Py os 
CIC ; £ / . vx oo L, " « -þ 4 


6 mt 
. & + 42.4 2.45 © 
OJ _ * 


R | 163 
through every © part, without being diſtinctly felt by © one,” more 
*han" another: And'this is one reafon why'we'arefo apt t0 over- 
look. the Htelicity of + both,” till the loſs of * them,” for a time; re 
news our.fen of their valtie, 'Anid db This doth not wn 
on preſerve' Tt m fur memory; 44 

& Ah we may Ys "therefore, difcern, m- (hs ook adaltits 'the 
benefits and adyantages of peace” we/muſt go bark hd recolfett 
the © miſeries of wat,” *Atid though * theſe are exceeding great, 


6&7! 


yet wet ſeldom attend" to ther,” afly fatther'tharrwe ourtetes _— 
and a great part bf the corimunity feelonly the expence. 

indeed | 13 A ſore evil. and it has been, and is//and ig be- fit i 
many years, yet t to come, by the various ratiks of the people; 3. a1 

e ſpecially the poorer ſort,. unleſs” the preſent mode' of taxation' be 
greatly altered. © Byt the miiſthief does tivt: ſtop with individuals, 
,—ihe public, being -xhavfted by the piyment:of debts, becomes 


poor. id unabl& to- Servitfclf; in Its own preſervation, when fu- 
ture emergencies ray Tequie. | 


"But why do F mention. © expeiices wr ah miſchief arifing. fron 
« theſe” "SF o6 triflinp, when compared to others, which ought to be 
firſt, i our thoufhts' What" muſt 'we' think of the" various at 
continual toils thit*miv{t be endured; by thouſands of our fell 
citizens, expoſing themſelves in the defence of others, "thr Nik 
To long a coutſe of time '-—Their'long and tedious harches —ECN- 
countering all the rigors 'of the 0K Y2 fedſons,” throught heat and 
cold, froſts and ſnows z—over rivers, lakes and mountains the 
"Tofs of ſo. many thouſwd lives, by” ficktiefs; fatigue, and battle. 
The grief. of near relations and friends; $—the- -pecuitar diftrefies of 
fond and tender m6thers and Foring' wives, to fee'their Hilbands, 
"or ſons, dear as life; rorn from their embraces, atid marchitis off 
to the field of danger, to Rand: and face ten*thouſand- ſhafts of 
death. | his catknot farl to grieve and diftreſs' every heart, not Ve. 
reft of bumanity. — Add to this, that thoſe, who are called ene- 
yes, perhaps, not one in ten thouſand, arein fault, but are only 
lent farth to ſlatFhter, 'or be ſlaughtered, merely to [upport” the 
pride and *ambi*1 0 of their haughty and rapacious rulers. - 
Purtner. War interrupts the freedom of trade and commerce, 
retards the provagation” of kng' wledge, —prevents uſeful imyrove- 
ments,—furtithes occaſton for the' yileſt abuſes, ſpeculations and 
inpoſitions, — and, in ſhort, it unkinges the whole ſyReia df pub- 
ic affairs, and throws the whole body politic into difordef ahdcon- 
fuGon. ARR beſides this; all the time hoſtilities are conitinuedy the 
event is awfuiiy. dubious ard uncertain: we know; not- what may be 
the ifſue, anc. whether wemay not be'obliged tO ſubmit to the rigid 
and lumiliating « o iCtates of an exalpermet conqueror ; "had this beery 
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one oh—who can'tell what our future condition in life muft haye 
een | 


- Laſtly. War is as pregnant of wickedneſs, 0 terror and ca» 


F: 


hnmity. Whenever war breaks out between nations or kingdoms, 
one ſide, at leaſt, muſt have ated grieyouſly contrary to juſtice or 
equity, And, it is highly probable, contrary to leagues, charters, 
or ſolemn treaties.:—and all this from no better motives, than a 
little reſentment, ——groundleſs jealouſies, , reſtleſs ambition, falſe 
glory, wantonneſs. of, power, or. mere luſt .of. domination. To 
{uch deteſtable paſſions are: whole armies of thouſands deliberately 
lacrihiced ; and unknown multitudes diſpatched from this world, 
before, they have duly conſidered; the. end, for which they came 
unto at ; or made any preparation for a ſafe. retreat' out of it.—— 
Theſe, to me, appear the greateſt of evils. From theſe, and ſuch 
Nike calamities and. miſeries, who would.not pray, .** Good Lord 
deliver us ?? For this, I know, every. good man, every pious ſoul 
has often PLAreR, while we were under their infliction ; And now, 
bebpld, the Lord has delivered us.” I ſay, it is'the Lord. who 
chas Ccelivered.ius, . and beſtowed the preſent tranquility 3. for which 
re are met, this day, to render, him thanks and praiſe, And 'this 


brings me to the, $ M 

u head. Here Iam to ſhew, that as war falls not out, but by 
.the over tuling providence of God ; ſo peace is his peculiar gift. — 
For I ſet, '&c, es 


,- . 


- 


.; Indeed, it requires. no laboured argument to,prove this point — 
But it, certajnly merits a much more ſerions and practical confi- 
dGeration'than men/commonly allow it. Every kind of ſuffering. 1s 
of his infliction: and. every enjoyment is from his bounty. _ The 
whole ſeries of cauſes and effes are under his ſuperintendence. 
And though we, ſhort. fighted mortals, cannot diſcern the diviue 
,1nterpoſition, in; all things, and are ignorant of the ſecret ſprivg3 
of many * human' aQtiens z and mnch more fo, in the purpoſes of 
the divine adminiſtration ; .yet we know that his'counſels are from 
everlaſting to everlaſting, and ever run on, in one uniform tenar, 
to fulfil his works of vengeance, or of grace, And all to ſublerve 
the purpoſes of his owh glory and the good of his church and peo- 
' Ple. «I form light, ſaith the Lord, and I create darkneſs ; I make 
««© peace; I the Lord do all theſe things. The hearts of kings are 
« in'the hand of the Lord, as the,rivulets of water, and he, turn- 
« eth them witherſoever he pleaſeth. Is there any evil.in the city, 
« and the Lord hath not done it ??——He ſetteth up one, and 
putteth down another. And when any nation, like the Amorites, 
had filled up the meaſure of their iniquity, and become ripe for 
the ſtrokes of his judgments, he many times, makes uſe of the very 


4; 050/107 BOO 
wickedneſs, pride and ambition of that people, as inftruments and 
ſecondary cauſes, to bring his primitive purpoles into effett.—— 


"Che greateſt revolutions, in ſtates and kingdoms have been thus 


brought about. Nor is the*conne&ion of theſe cauſes and effets 
very hard to be diſcovered, by contemplative minds. Men, when 
they think they have alfo norking more to hope, are too 'apt to 
conclude they have nothing "to fear. and when tyranny and gp- 


preſſion are riſen to: a certain height, they make even wwi/e men mad 
-—and become intolerable even to loyalty itſelf ; and therefore they” 


mult. recorl apon their authors. , 
There is a' very remarkable” inſtance of this, 'in the” reign of 
Rehoboam, the*fon of Solomon. ;; and whichexhibits "ng ſmall 
paralleI'to 'our own caſe, and'/the late revolution and dilmember- 
ment of the kingdom of Great- Britain; © Rehoboam came to the' 


throne, by hereditary right, which he and his- council thought to 


be indefeafible.* His father had made his yoke heavy upon, the 


Rnd + and, at his acceſſion to the” throne, his ſubjes modeſtly 


reprefent'their grievances, and petition for redreſs. Their prayer 
is rejeCted, and a tax, tilt then unknown, is impoted on them. An 
officer is alfo appointed, 'and ſent to- colle&t the odious tribute. 
The people are exaſperated, and the officer, by a general verdif, 
is ſtoned to death. and the king himfelf, by precipitation, eſcapes 
the hand of viotence. lt is determined, by the royal party, . that 
the rebels muſt be ſubjugated by dint of arms. 'The trumpet ſounds 
to war, and one hundred and eighty thouſand men are embodied 
againſt Iſrael, and are juſt ready to imbrue their hands in kindred 


blood. — 


But.* the word of the Lord came unto Shemaih; the man of God, - 


« faying, Speak unto Rehoboam the fen of Sotomon, king of Ju. 


' dah, ——1aying, thus faith Lord, ye ſhall not go up to fight againſt 


© your brethren—return every. man to his houſe ; For this thing 


' 1s of the Lord.'—The effuſion of blood was indeed prevented, by 
this immediate interpoſition of providence, —but at the expence of 
Rehoboam + and the diſmemberment of his kingdom, For he had 
lo alienated the affeCtions of his ſubjeQ&s from him, by the impoſi- 
ton of unuſual taxes, and the intended method of pyathering rhem, 
by an armed force, that the ten tribes' fell off from all future al- 
lepiance ; and continued a feyarate kingdom, titl they fell into the 
bands of their common enemy, the king of Babylon.-—This thing 


Was of the Lord, —Therefore in all things we ſhould acknowJedge 


a providence ; an” in many things we muſt {ee it. —Can any ve fo 


blind, as not to ſee it, in our own caſe, to whom the dearett rights 


and privileges have been ſo wonderfully preſerved, in the midit of 


o 


ns and imminent dangers,—and peace reitored, and that ata 


d 
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cy a | much carer, than Was .genel ally expected, , Or. EVER 
hoped e * ' | | TG [4 
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| gs, we now enjoy,are to.be rendered p 
durable and laſhing.  _. Ot Bb > 
The pradice of religion and piety. has, indeed, a direct tendency, 
in its own nature, to render a people happy, and their peace ſe- 
eure, —-It makes nations induſtrious, frugal, rich, healthy, popu- 
lous,. unanmons, public-ſpirited, and undaunted z , which are the 
very qualities that conſtitute them--formidable enemies, deſirable 
confederates, and inoffenſive neighbours z _ and thus conduces {0 
the ſecurity of peace and tranquility. —- But, on the other hand, 
«svickedn'{s impoverithes, enfeevles, difpirits, aepopulites, dium: 
tes, extinguiſhes all concern for the public weal ard enflames {0 
filh appetites and pxtons. It renaers men raſh and provoking,” 


> 
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and yet indolent and deſpicable—Now it ſeems hardly needful for 
Providence to interpoſe, otherwiſe, than juſt to maintaia the origi, ® 
nil 1aws of cauſes-and effects, toexalt tho/e of the former charac - 
ter, and debaſe'the/e'o6f the latter. ' 9s 2d OA 

"God will reward what he'loves, and: puniſh what he hates, But. 
holineſs is his delight, while he abominates every wicked thing, — 
" And though,in'this world his diſtributions of rewards and puniſh- 
ments are not always'ſo ſignal, as might be expeQed, had tot God 
appomited a day, in which he will Judge the world in righteouſneſs; 
—yet have theybeen very conſiderable, as nations and individuals 
haye often experienced ;—and the holy ſcriptures'abundantly teſti- 
3, hott C 

7 AE now, my hearers, let us enquire, to which of theſe claſſes 
we belong. Are we the pious and obedient people of God ?. or, 
ire we' not ?—Do we take our religion from the bible ?—and js our 
pratice according to the goſpel of Chriſt ?—Do we pay. that re. 
card ro'his church and ordinances, which would evince,. that we 
are chriftians indeed ?-—What ſay our lives ? Do we practiſe, nok 
a ſyſtem of polite morals, indulgently relaxed to fit eaſy ypon-our 
mclinations and fancies, but all thoſe duties of genuine ftrictneſs 
and ſelf-denial, which our Lord and maſter enjoins, and which are 
abſolutely neceſſary ts conſtitute us his true diſciples ? 'The gofpel 
of grace has appeared among. us: © but for what purpoſe ?, Why, 
we are told by Saint Paul, that if was, * to teach us to defiy un, 
godlineſs, arid worldly luſts,* and to live Toberly, righteouſly and 
godly 1n this preſent world. Has It. had this defigned effect upon 
us ? Do we know ourſelves by bir prFure ? Or, a priure of a very 
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different caſt? I fear, by 'the latter. | 

Look into the 'world'around you'; extend your views from the 
Proyince of Hain to the fouthmoſt boundaries of Georgia, and 
| what do you behold ? * Are not the generality, of every age, ſex, 
and. ſtation, living without eveu'a form of godlineſs ? regardleſs 


Us | | . <Y We 3 ' F | SIE _ by 
; both of a preſent Providence, 'and of future rewards and puniſh» 
on” ments ? 'Thvpuſands have caſt off religion with ſcorn, and, by thee 
* looſe principles, have contributed to relax thoſe ties of faith an 
Yy | 


- worſhip, which, th other countries, have been ever held of the 
greateſt importance, even to civil welfare. And as for thoſe among 


be us, who'have not rejeCted'the holy religion of 7eſur, 1n word yet 
bi the greater part flight the exerciſe of it, in private, in their families, 
0 and, too "commonly in public.—Some indeed are pretty conſtant 


and regular in their attendance on the outward forms of worſhip at 
church. But of too many of theſe, it may be aſked, where is their 
' Zeal for God ? where is their ſorrow for the lamentable decay of 
genuine Chriſtianity ? Are not the' generality, even ot the/e, in com. 
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mon life, diſſolute, expenſive, intemperate,.negligent of: their... fa.. 


. ” ® 


milies, their children, in the main;point, their principles and. theit 
morals ? So that we are over.run with an almoſt  epidemucal rage. 
for hourly pleaſures and amu/ements, regardleſs of 7heir conſequences. 
_ and baneful eftects. This, after having ſeized upon, and aifteCted 

the upper and middle clafles, is every day ſpreading wider among: 
theſe, whoſe parſimony and honeſt induſtry, are the wealth of the 
nation. ** Shall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, and 
ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſucha nation as this ? My, people 
1s fooltth, they have not known me: they are wiſg to do evil; but 


to'do good they have no underitanding. : 
© "Judge for yourſelves; Brethren : can a nation of this character 
reaſonably hope for the laſting favours and ſmiles. of Providence | 
S: ntiments of religion and piety are the feeds of all true happineſs, 
the beſt ſecurity in danger. and the greateſt ſupport in affliction, But 
theſe nlas! are decaying and wearing out apace.. - A re}igious edu- 
cation 1s ſo unfaſhionable, it is aſhamed to be ſeen. [Thus,:in mat- 
ters of the greateſt conſequence, almoſt every one. is left 'to him. 
felf, from his early youth, to judge and. a& as he pleaſes; and zhey 
moſt, who/e example is hkelieſt to be moſt conſpicuous, and moſt 
followed. It might be thought probable, that the general diſlike, 
turpitude and ſcandal, with which ſome vices are attended, would 
be a powerful reſtraint on ſome perſons, when they come out into. 
the world, from ſuch enormities. ; But alas! vices of the moiſt 
Mameſul kind are become ſo common, . that they carry .no, odium 
with them. The moſt notoriouſly guilty of the vor and ba/e/! are. 
.as welcome, and as well CAFE pig moſt places, and by what 1s | 
now called the better ſort, or well bred, and with as much cordiality, 
—and more fo,—than perſons of a pious turn of mind... _ * - 
'Think-not that I am | =0/04:0 your enemy, becauſe 1 tell you the 
truth.———Would to God, I could ſay every thing that 1s plealing 
and agreeable to you. Think not that I mean to foretel evil, But 
I would honeſtly caution you againſt ſuch a condu&Et as will inevi- 
tably &:aw_ down certain ruin and deſtruction on you, either. in this 
world, or the world to.come. And who {hall give warning if the 
miniſters of the Lord of Hoſts. do not. ? —And if we do not, we mull. 
be involzed in the general ruin,, *. Ihave ſeen, ſaith the Lord, in. 
« the prophets of Jeruſalem, an horrible thing.” What was that? 
Why, *« they ſtrengthen the hands of the evil doers, that-none doth 
«return from his wickedneſs. 'They till ſay, ye ſhall have peace; 
«and they ſay unto every one that walketh in the imagination of 
« his heart, there ſhall no evil come upon you. Behoid @ whirl. _ 
«« wind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, it ſhall fall upon the head 
6 of the wicked. But if ye had ſtood in my counſel, aud had cau» 
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« ſed my people to hear my words, then they ſhould | have turned 
« from. their iniquities, and fromthe evil of their doings.” _ 
-. But ſome of you may be thinkivg, that it is not ſo. proper, how- 
ever, to make uſe of ſuch. cloſe and ſevere language of reproof, on 
2 day ſs apart for'thankſgiving and rejoicing. I confeſs it would 
not be fo proper, if we had hitherto been -n obedient people, or 
were now truly penitent. But as the caſe 1s warning, reproof and 
admonition are indiſpenſably neceffary to excite us to be truly thank- 
jul, that the Lord ſhould, be ſo kind and merciful; as to beſtow ſuch 
creat bleſſings on us, who deſerved to have felt the heavieſt ftrokes 
_ of his diſpleaſure; aud that during the whole wary his ftrokes have 
been {o much lighter than our fins. Nor 1s it at all improper now - 
to warn you of future-dangers; and to remind you, that, as the 
beſt, aad only acceptable of way fhewing onr gratitude, is by. z hte 
of future obedience, 1o it is the moſt effeCtual means of rendering 
the divine proteCtion ſure, and our peace laſting. |. 
Would wemake this uſeofthe preſent ſolemnity,thenit would be 
a day of gladneſs indeed; 2.day much to be remembered throughs 
out all generations, Let me therefore addreſs you, in the language 
of the prophet to Aſa, king of Judah, when he returned homean 
peace, - after a'fignal vitory. « Hear ye me Afa and all Judah 
«and Benjamin ; the Lord is with you while you are. with 'himy 
& and if ye ſeek-him he will be found of you - but if ye forfake 


«him, he will forſake you ce IM | ; | TN 

You may ſay, © if preſſing a general reformation be the means 
(of -puvlic happineſs, it muſt be a very hopeleſs expedient ; for 
« you do not expect to ſee this reformation. efeQed.” Be it ſo, 
yet it 1s the only one, I know of, that heaven has pointed: out, and 
had promiſed to bleſs. And therefore, whether you wull hear, or 
whether you will forbear, we are bound to inculcate it upon you. 
And I do now charge you befoze God, and the Lord Tefus Chriſt, 
who ſhali judge the quick and dead, ar his appearing, and his king= 
dom, to- hear and regard the admonition, And as an,* ambafſadour 
* tor Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us, we pray you, 
(n Chriſt s ſtead, be-.ye reconciled to God.” When we haye 
done this we have delivered our own ſouls ; and © that you would 
conlider your Vo OE A Rt ANGEL APUOIPInp | 

But you might reply :' * ſuppoſe we ſhould take. warning, and - 
* repent, this would not.anſwer the purpoſe, unleſs. others would. 
'do the fame.” F anſwer; the fewer-they are, that will repent 
and be conyerted, the-more. need there is to add-to th2 number, 
and who knows what influence, our doing. it, may have 'upon 'o« 
| thers, But this we are ſure ot, that, it will be' very; beneficial to * 
*urielves, ' We ſhall be happy, though others be not. If row 
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© zination 'of our. own hearts, and Add: dru pkerinefs to, thick [ the 
©Lord will not fgare, but his anger and jealouſy ſhall ſmoke a- 
© vaiit that man ;-end all the curſes, that are written in' this. book 
Rt Geeks .and conſume; him. Let us' then ceaſe*to to evil 
> and learn to'do'well. Let us, abandon '6ur-profane : coutfes, our 
unbelieving preſumption, our ſe {ih projeQs, our difſolute' pleaſures, 


idle amyſements,'.and faltionable vices and yaniries, and all,our | 
deltruQive-gxpences of wealth and time. * Let us ſpeak-every man |; 
© truth to his' neighbour, and execute the judgment-of *truth and 


*peace in our gates. Let none of you imagine &vil in your hearts | 
* againft his neighbour: aad love no falſe oathi-; for alt theſe things | 
CE TANEr ark BELon ahds tr oo Er IRS OED 
'  'Lattly. let us love the truth and peace. Letus love the truth, the 
word of truth, coritained in the goſpel-of our 'Eord” and Saviour, 
and ſhew that we do love it, by framing and faſtitoning our. hves 
- and-converſation, according to that Tacred model. And ler us love | 
peace, by following after the things, which" make for peace, both 
public and private, with God, and\with man. Our temporal hap- 
- pineſs cannot be. more ſurely promoted, nor our'eiyil and religious | 
_ Hberties better ſecured, than by a life ſuitable to the-dignity of our. 
_ Chriitian profeſſion. And to ſtudy. and endeayour to adorn the 
Coftrine of God'our Saviour in all things, is to love the truth and 
peace." Far 'righteuſneſs exaiteth a nation, but fin is the reproach of 
any people. . Chriſtianity 'is a benevolent mnititution. | It bears 2 
friend:y aſpect to civib government; and is calculated to promote | 
the ratural andeivil rights of the ſubjeCt, It teaches ſuperiors t0 | 


zule in the fear of God; and'to. look upon their ſubjedth, as el 
Glow creatures, whoſe happineſs to promote "1s the” very "defign 
of -magiſtracy and. goverament. True* religion. will engage the * 
people, tor che. Lord's ſakey.to,obey.thoſe, wha. are over them, ith 
the Lot; arid be ſubject 10 all fuch. Jaws, 25 are, conifiiturional,. 
 and'nbf repugnant to the Jiberties of-freemen.. We canndt be Taid 


=. 


* 


us, while we deliberately give up ourſelves.to be flaves to luſt and / 
prize? If we abhor bondage, O- Jet us in a ſpecial manner, take 
care to cat. off: that bondage which is eternal? What” exertions 
bave'we made, rather than fiſffer the ' chains forged, inthe patlia- 
ment of England, to be. riveted'en our necks. Nut theſs chains, 
galhng as they. would have been to freeborn, Americans: the genu- 
me ſons of liberty, are light and eaſy, when-compared with thoſe 
ternal. chains of darkneſs, which are prepared for. ahd muſt be 
worn, by-every unconverted finner. O:when will the Tlayes of fin 

_ and ſatan begin to ſeel their fetters, and groan for, and vigoroully 
exert therr (elves to obtain the glorious liverties of the ſons'of God ? 
I; Chrijt fail make you: fret, you hall 5e fre: ind:e1. And where the 
$5.14 oj the Lard is, there is glorious /iberty, But where the ſpirit 
of the world is; there is ffavery and bondage of the worlF” Kind. 
Every ln helps to rivet the chain ; and the longer vicious Iabirs 


+ 
F 


zre indulged, the greater the ditſiculty to ſhake off their domimon. 
Man was made free, but he was alſo made good, and his freedom 
_and goodneſs went hand in.hand. For as fo0n as he finned, and 
loft: his gooUneſs, his lib departed from hi t the ſame time 
loſt: his goodneſs, his liberty departed from hun, at the fame time. 
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And now one of theſe can never be retrieved without the other. 
Tf then we .would be truly fre, we muſt be truly. good, We muſt 
be renewed in the ſpirit of our minds, inrighteeuſns and true holine}.. 
This, my hearers, is the true idea of liberty, to be freed from eve- 
hurtful conſtraint, and to be able, without controul, to do all 
that tends to make us truly happy. But this can never be, till) we 
are truly devoted to, and khartily engaged 1n the ſervice of him, 
«'whoſe ſervice is perfe& freedom.” SOR, WE ©. nin ON 
When. we firſt received the certain tidings, that we had gained 
our point, and that the articles of peace were actually ſigned, and 
war had ceaſed to thunder, both by ſea and land ; Oh } with what 
pleaſure,were the tidings heard ? How heartily did we ſhake bands, 
and repeat again and again the welcome news, while joy and glad- 
nefs ſparkled in every eye, and flood confelt in every countenance, 
'This was right and natural ; for great reaſon had we to rejoice 
and be exceeding glad —But, O with what'coldneſs and indiffer. 
ence, have too, too nnny carried themſelves towards the beſt news, 
that ever came from heaven ! How little are we affeQed with the 
par tidings of great joy, that unto us a Saviour 1s born': and that 
elus Chriſt, who 1s our true - PEACE, hath himſelf come ta 
preach deliverance to the captives, to' ſet at /rberty them that” are | 
boung, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord : the year of jubi- - 
leez)and general diſcharge to all the ſlayes of fin, who are willing 
to take the benefit of the proclamation. He was in bonds to break 
our chains ;. and. he laid down his life to reſcue* us from death. 
He is alſo a ting, and all his. ſubjeQts are the purchaſe of his blood, 
He invites all to come and touch the golden ſceptre, that they may 
be at peace with God. Behold, how he loved us ! What has h 


Not.done to bleſs and to ſave us !—And how ſhall we eſcape, if we 


negle& his great” ſalvation ; or treat him and his offered mercy 


-with coolneſs and indifference? How urgrateful are we. to him, 


and how. unjuſt to ourſelves, if we chuſe to live in fin and that. 
bondzge,. which he has been at ſuch amazing pains to deliver us 


from? - 


' Seeing then, there is no.ſecurity for the wicked, I ſhall conclude _ 
all with the words of the prophet Samuel, whieh be ſpake to the 
children of Iſrael, upon the change of their former government. 
« I will teach you the good and the Tight way ; Only ſear the Lord, 
© and ſerve him, in truth with. all your hearts, for cenfider how 


« great things he hath. done for you ; But if ye. ſhall flull do wick. 
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vedly, ye ſhall be conſumed,'”- | 
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The righteous and the wicked charaQterized; and 
their different reward pointed out. 


Isa1aH To IO, 1T. hs 20 40/201 fl 


Say ye to the FO PHENY that it ſhall be awell with him : or he ſhall eat 
the fruit of hs doings. Wee unto the qvicked, it ball e all way bins; 
i*. the reward of po band /> all be given him. 
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HEN we conſider the different ſtates of good and bad men; 
in a future, world, it might juſtly excite every- rational 
creature to {et upon a ſerious inquiry into the ſtate of his own foul, © 
that he might. be able to draw the concluſion and rightly decide on 
his own charaQer, whether it be-rhat of the righteous, with whom, 
it ſhall go well, or that of the wicked, againſt whom it is denoun. 
ced, that it ſhall go ill with him; becauſe the reward of his own 
band {hall be given him. 


That God will make a difference between the righteous and the 


wicked, in the eternal woxld, that ſtate of retributiony\ 18 2 pornt, 
which admits of no controverſy, among men. of reaſon gnd' relis*' 
gion. - The word of God is very full and decided on this head z —- 
nor is it repugnant to the fitneſs of things, that this difference ſhould. 
be made, ,by a Being holy and juſt, Ld who always muſt I. 


1n holineſs._ In his dealings with, mankind,” in, various ages, we 
kave ſufficient intimations of the ſame truth, that the judge of all 
the earth will make a -diftinCtion betwezu him- that leryech Gp 
and him that ſerverch him not ?—that glory, honour and peace ſhall 
be'the lot of him, that worketh good ;—while indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, (await the ſoul that doth evil. 
While the one 15 raiſed .to'a ſtation of exalted diguity 3 and: happt. © by 
neſs, —admitted into the preſence of his God and Saviour z—the © 
ther muſt be bagithed/ from the preſence of the Lord, and take 
up his habitation, among fallen angels and damned ſouls, "in the” 
midſt of flames and torments dire .--or. be tofſed on the fiery ſur. - 
ges of the burning lake for ever and ever. * day ye to the rattites 

* 0us, thay it ſhall be well with him, for he ſhall eat the fruit of - 


( his doings'; Woe to the wicked. 1t ſhall be ul with Bag T : for the I 
' leward of buls hand ſhall be given him.” 


174 | | 
In the foregoing part of this chapter; awful deſolations and ctus? 
oppreſſions are threatened, -on- account of the 'wickedneſe of the 
nation. Theſe threatnings'were- intended for the reformation, and 
not for the deftruCtion"sf that people,—and were-not to be execu. 
ted, but in- caſe of impenitence. and incorrighble obſtinacy. , But 
28 theſe threatnings had-not the defired effect, thoſe deſolating judg. 
wents came upon ther, in their tall. extetit, brit, by: means. of the. 
Babylonians, and ſecondly, by, the Romans. * 

Bur. terrible as theſe deſolations and oppreſſions were: tHey were 
but ternporal, and therefare dwindle into-nathing, when-compared. 
to. the woe :denounced.in verſe (HY © Woe unto their. ſouls. heir 
« fouls,” their © immortal ' ſouls were more terribly. expoſed to-the 
eternal wrath and. curſe of. God. Fkis. ruin was of. themſelves— 
6 they have Tewarded evil to themſelves: their deftruQtion- 4s-their 
own choice, their ſulferings. the juſt reward of their fins. They 
had hardened themſelves in fin, they took no- pains-to-concel their 
abominations, but openly-avowed: their ſin,- as $6dom Aid; nci- 
ther athamed of men, nor afraid of God. Andiis not this tso much 
. the caſe; with numbers! among us, and ſore even in' this. con gre: 
krjoy Inſtead of being athamed;/you glory: in your ſhamre,and 
oaft'of your horrid dfighs of wickedneſs,- and” daring provoca: | 
Moat: God. LI-may well take'up the' words 6f the'prophet; 
and fay, « Woe unto your ouls, for you | have rewarged ov unto- | 
þ yourſslves.” | 

Bot it ſeems. there were a: fe righteous among them. as T lates 
Vly hops there-are among vs; and: theſe ſhalk not ſuffer promiſcu- 
ouſly with'the wicked, but be: gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed from the 
"Mm pngatly For the enceuragement of ſuch, the roeronn rs directed 
2 thus io ſpeak, in'10thy, « Hay. ye to the righteous, that it hal] be 
, s well with hin, &c.* And: for the conviction/and- reformarion 
of the headftrong and' perverſe multitude, -he- is direed' to pro- 
' naunce, * Woe unto the wicked, 8c. for the reward of his hand 
<.ſhall be given him,” | 
.. An the proſecution'of the ſubje&, T purpoſe to purſue the follow. 
| ing : method-z 

.- -& Point out the character of the PE WIR and i in what reſpedt 
it ſhall-be' well with him. © 
+ IE Point the character of the wicked ,—and _what reward ſha 
be iven him, And, _ | 
Ut; Make an Application: And, © that it may vleaſe God to 
xefider the plain truchs, which may be now delivered; a Jalting 
| benefit to;your precious fouls; for Jeſus Chrilt's ſake. 
- FI arm. to point out the charaCter of the TORCaRg and-iw what 
has it ſhall be well with him. IS 5 S 


_ 
-* The righteous come under various titles and dehominations; n 
the ſacred ſcriptures. Sometimes they are called juſt men; —fome- 
times,” believers, ſaints, holy perſons, lovers of God, —ard-fach-as 
vre born from above, But more particularly you.may learu theit 
character, from the following brief. deſcription. | 
1 As all mankind are'born in fin, and are by nature children of 
wrath, 'fo by nature there is none righteous, no tiot one. And as 
from/original depravity and' eorruption,” all men are prone to evil; 
ſo we bnd that"they go aſtray, as ſoon as they are capable of act. 
ing. How then are creatures, guilty ef ſo many trauſgreſions of 
the holy aw -of God, to become ſuch, /as*to be denomirated righ- 
teous: inthe fight. of- the Lord: ? Here we muſt have recqurſe:tothe 
covenant of grace. -by which-conſtitution, <'We are accounted 
6 righteous: only*by the merit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, t'by-faith.” 
+Faith.is imputed, or accounted” to true believers, * for. ri ghteoul- 
nels.” They are not accounted rizhteous by the merit of Faith, 
it is their Own act, -bnt by Faith a: as an inſtrument, \by. which they 
lay, bold.on: Chriſt's righteouſneſs, whereby their debt tothe COVE. 
nant of works, or adamic law-of innocency. both of duty and pur | 
ment, is fully paid. * Anditas only by the righteouſnels, whis 
Chriſt wrought for-us, *by -his afive and p ove: obedience; that we 
can ſtand tj hr 3þ the eye of that law, and be pronounced Tights. 
ous before £< —— Put as God can eliter conhider, nor'de- 
clare men to be viherwite FRan nn they really are ua. therife ve 
therefore, F. 
2. The righteous: are Tack As have been regenerated, -or bork 
from above, They are.r2newed by the divine ſpirit, after the holy 
image. of God,==they are changed from nature to grace, 2nd*p "pail 
from death unto hife, Their underſtanding is enlightened, /t their 
n MW will renewed, their affetions are: ſandived, and placed on heavep.- 
o- Wl ly objects; their hearts are formed averſe from fin, ang cal into 
nd Wl the Goſpe] mould, 
3- The righteous manifeſt this internal change, fanQity Feagd 
purity of heart, by giving themſelves up tothe ſervice 6f Gd, "nd 
_ the practice of univerſal holineſs, .and they. abound in works. of 
piety and virtae, Their zeal for God prompts them to promote 
the intereſts of the Redeemer's kingdom, their love to God prompts 
them irequently to converſe #ich/him, in devout exerciſes of pray» 
er and praile, and*all other duties of religion, and their love ;#c 
men, which is an. inſepatable companion fromthe love of God, 
will incline them according to their ability. to: feed the hungry, 
ciothe the naked, and reheve the diltrefled, in a word, they are 
bumble and'deveut, chaſte, juſt and charitable, and do not a low 


themſelves ; in the pract;ce of any known Gn, nor in tb onion 
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of any known duty.” Thus' Zacharias aud Elizabeth were. ſail! to 
be both righteous 67797 God, walking in all the commandments and 
dr denances of the Lord blameleſs. This 18 the charaQer of the righ, 
geous,. to-whom we are commilſiored to ſay, that. it hell. be 1ell | 
with them, And in what refpeCt it ſhall be well, I'now proceed to 
they - 

If we underſtan] the words of the prophet. as referring to the 
preſent ſtate, then the meaning 16, that it ſhould.be well with them, 
as they {hould not be inyolved in thoſe calamities. with which the 
wicked were threatened, but they ſhould eat the fruit of their do. 
ings, that is, while the crops of the FIR were. deyoured by 
Krangers,, or. the plundering enemy, the righteous ſhould eat of the 
fruits of their labours, | Or the meaning ay rather be, that they 
ſhould be abundantly ſatisfied with the . inward | conſciouſneſs of 
their own integrity, that they ad been no way inſtrumental in 
bringing down the heavy judgments of. God upon the nation, and 
| therefore,” they ſhould be protected, and guarded, by Divine Pro, 
z vidence,. ſo thac no real evil ſhould Rappen unto them. | 
q But I would rather underſtand and conſider the words in. their 
fpiritual fignification, as referring to the well being of their ſouls, 
rather than their Oe. And in this ſenſe only the words are moſt 
ſtrictly true... And, - _ | 

' In this ſenſe, it is well with the righteous, becauſe, | by thei | 
intereſt in Jeſus Chrift' by faith, they are now delivered from che | 
curſe of the broken law. Before 2 man obtains an intereſt in Chriſt, 
by-a living faith, the wrath of God abides. upon him, and he is 
Every. moment expoſed to the ſtrokes of eternal juſtice. But having 
been convincea of his wretched and helpleſs ſtate, his eyes haye' 
-been' "opened to diſcover the glorious remedy in the Goſpel, ——he | 
hav'taken refuge in the wounds of the dear Redgemer; and hereby 
he is freed from the curſe and: *condemnatory. ſentence. of the law, 
and ſcreened Trom thoſe ſtorms of wrath, which were ready to burlt | 
:dewn upon his naked ſoul in vollies of vengef ul thunder, .O what 
a happineſs is this, to be delivered from ſuch a rigorous: taſk: mal. 
ter, which condemns to death for the leaſt failure, in thought, word 
or deed ; for its language | is « Curſed. is every one. that, continueth 
** not in all things written in the book of the Law to do them.” 

2. It is well with the righteous, becauſe, being in covenant with 
God, and Anited to Chriſt, by faith they. are become his children 
by adoption and grace, and all things ſhall work together for their 
good. Though they may poſſ>s but little of the riches of this 

world, yet, they have the blefling of the Lord therewith, which | 
 mak@s it hetter than thouſands of Fold and. ſilver. Yea let their 
circumſtances. inlie, be what ts *5 wr, they” have {ill cauſe ot» 


. 


" mT 
joy, for choughaheir houſe be not ſo 2s they might fondly wiſhg: 
yet, : ſve they matter of conſtant rejoicing, in this, «that the 46rd 
hath” made g 8 them an everlaſting covenant, ordefed. | in.a't 
cthingsand ſure.” They may' therefore aſſume the labguage. of 
the prophet, afid Tay, « Although the: fig-tree ſhall not- Sletans, 
| bes aft Fete be be in the vings;. the, labor of the vlive (tall fail,/ 
and the pot ey yield no meat : the flock ſhalt” be'cut off from. 
e the fold,”an 'there ſhalf be | nq herd in the ſtalls; yet'T' wilt re- | 
e joige in the LORD, I will Joy 1h. the God of my, al © 
rae. A 4h all 'be well with the ri ghteous | in the houf of death, "In 
Gf Jo. -houry- vhert all WS comforts fail, theL ta bimſelf 
ſhall'b their comfort and thelt ſtay. ; and will theex. their T6uls 
with, fi fr divine 'tohfolations!” , that many, es, ih Gr wr 


' have DIRT 7 af de ted c "Iau h, Tw ralk tl 
c We ſhadow 6 | eds [47 fea ko eyil; for t hows | pg ale 
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ndeed ſhall 
be AFbes aw p, Fi "his EY TT : "IY the righteous Jeb _ ; Þ1e 
death. "From the calm remembrance of aTife well ſpent, he is ſerene 
| and placid ., and from the. view bf that crown, Rick” the righteous 
Tudg e. Hig ſer'y on. his head, afd from A divine confidence in th the 
mes of of his 'bli el hy Saviobr, he 1s endbled to reſign his ſonl, \ Wi itt 
becoming! cheerfulnels, into; the hands. of his teconctihd God an Id 
Father ; q. "and, even with; - rails on 1 his countenance, hid. adopt 
F, harp An Wietehddnels. And now, 
4 Teh all be well indeed with the righteous —The e 6 roaldeting 
arti Boi wall Falls down,—the. happy foul (ſprings fro rom the 
nc we clay and attendant angels, overing unſeen around, the 
| of all $aIFanioe $ heirs. ſhall receive the.de eparted. fpirit, ang 
"on PEPE ſent Ng ; bear it aloft to the: Paradile.a Ove; — __ 1 
«up "your heads, O'ye gates,—and be ye | lifred;1 Up Fs everlaf n 
4 doors, —thaf an heir of glory may Comartn,.” <n lt P n 
Ws ſhall'the ſouls of the righteous be, introdhiced,” with hol 
rapture and delight, into: the city of the liviig Gi - who; 
are pearl and whoſe ſtreets are gold, —and imme Hte 1 b1 
SiG ed' millions, in fnging' ſublime anthems of ex erlaſty ng prar Ji 
and adoration. to him, that 6 tteth: -on the throne, and fp a | XD 
ever” 'and ever. .« Theſe : are. they, who have come out of great! tri- 
AC bulation, ard. have waſhed their:robes. and. made them whie 1 in 
* the blood of the Lamb; ; therefore they. are before the' throne,” 
And, 0, how [ranſperted, are they, thus toftand in the Vat of 
; their gr2Gous God, who i6 loved them, as to give his only 
' ten ſon.todie for them; and of that precious.Saviour, who laid: Jown 
tis life, in agomes. and blood, to reacem them to Godz.to redeem 
. from the. Weed arreſt of L ultice, and the damnation of hell Hark! 


- 


otH F } 

W the ny y SI ring, with | the Foy Uh EY mY > 
IVErer ps 'To him that loved. ns. and waſhed us from our. fins,. in” 
+ © his own blood,. and hath Rags. as Kkiozs 2nd prieſts to God and 
« is Father, . to him be 8ory, 4 dotninion for,pver.ann 4: yer. {GIF 

"The righteous do inde d, wv Iule.in. this: :world, love-theix Saviour, | 
But alas, how cold and feeble i5 their love, even) in its Higheſt ar. 
dor:z —and too often the facted flame ſeems 21 ImolF: ex ring, rt - They 
wiſh £0 Jorg. ; }| q more: and ferye lim better. But: ; 


they meet with. fo - any. Interruptio 


p11 h out, and from, within 50-1 many thipgs ſtrike ) 


e {en n Bel, and Hy AWAY, thenr.ta011 From. , ; xfeh m 
$ OL Fi And, -0 what fel ; meet 


Ng: r Rl Ds 2 "%p 


oxefe! /otion !—But ir” 09 
I = Lc; ifs, Wee, there T0 IAG 8 Ye 


| Keart it ny; ali (By 1 TK he 


Mes, it oe be Fool bk 6 on, 
co ek oh TIN Spe hh al 
| Of I the dead. PTE Tajfed, : —and - when e ſoul 41 
V, ;. being 2 again united. (ball ſtand. befor Q the. fupgernte*tribunal 
FR who ſhall then Jugs e both” We irige and” the” dead; — 


When the :Lord Jeſus aft be: ſeat ed 8 the. fone "of 364g 'menit, 


#*d, avi placedihs tigh htequs. on the ri, ht Rang, | ſhall pronotper | 
ors the SE at] \er,. before. the ' COngt 5A egated. urivvi (e, 
W Come Je "bleſſed © of mm my VP ther” "Tnherit. the king ny prepared for 

is «ou from! the begin ', br foundation of the wortd, '—a—-0. 

oY .bre thren "That" this") vi yu: ſenterice 'be pfoncpnced 'on any 0 
Us. thinks the very thought might - tranſ pokt us: with joys o n 


uttera cable. —To think that \we, -wortkleſs Worms; who have fo 


often "bifended' God, ſhould be {0 Highly favoured, 2s to be Trade 


 heifs © of an everlaſting kingdom. W ho ANON you, my Hear hearers 3, 


would not defire' to be one of thatthapp y number? ?—But' remem- 

L ber, \f you. / would ſhare tlie Paſt o the"righteous, you muſt 
* firſt take care to ſuſtzin* t eir charafter,—as has been already point-. 
ed out :—for thoſe, and only thoſe, who ſuſtain the *charaQer, 

. will enjoy the-bleſlings.' *But. on the” contrary, 1 am' ad mmiſfioned 
to denounce, * Woe.to- the x icked for it ſhall be ili with him, for 


Fs. "the reward of his hands, ſhajl be given. am,”.. by | Which brings . 


"I. To point” out t the charafter of the Yicked, and what.thieir® 
Shs, halt be. : MICE D: 


” «\, a 
+» \ "; ; 
_— - I . : F-4 - 4 of . : oe * 1 [f p . bs . id ' : 
v > 3% : | tw | | \ - 4 "ee br k 
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"IST 


hut ſuch as.are barn, apam:can. enter ipto the kingdom! of- Bog: 


Ig 

4: Ja. deſcxibing, this .charaCter, I ,would, briefl 7. obſerve, that * 
as-2 cpnverted man, and a righteous man'are ſynonimouy 'terms,: - 
—ſo an unconverted, and wicked man, is'one_.and the ſame thing 
Theame thing .may.be affirmed of the new, birth; feexng none 


Therefore, all ſuch-as are, ſtrangers to the riew: birth, ate tobe ani; 
ed in the- number. of the- wicked.” or..unright :eot1s. who: v ſhalt. 


| inherit: the king :dom. of. God; 1 Cor. vi. '9;-—Th the/ ſame' nuth- * 


ber muſt bo 2 &. id all. thoſe, who are.not fo in Criſt; by fx7th ;- 


_ as tobe new creatures ;—ſo..that- ald things ..re paſt: away, ane ay 


things -are; become: new.;—new. loye,—new; hatred; —new Joys, 
and new; fears.—-new- company-and anew convetfation=- new 're-' 
ſolutions and anew practice, —Al] thoſe, who are not"thas: renewed 
aod. changed,: are ſtzll'un regenerate ana untonverted, 2nd,'of c 

{cquence- come under: the,densipinztion. of ojchegi® 15 0 Ab 


+2” I. a,word... Alt that live in: the praftice of afy' known fin + 


whe: her: ſwearing, lying; drunkenneG—all:whore. mMongers, FR 

bath breakers; revners;” extortioners,: and.ſuct hike, are. uqgdoubt-' 
edly wicked -men;;—for he that: is barn of God' doth not commit 
6n.; and. he that ccommitteth* fin' is of: the devil; FE John i. '&e. 


Thoſe alſo; who.live ia the: omiſſion of, known- dnry;' belong ts the” 
 ſamenumbes: all prayerleſy perſogs,. whether: in Tecret; or Pub-= 


lic. ;——all- who. negle&t, God's word and: ordinances, /and refuteto 


"commemnorate the.death. of Chriſt at*the. holy: table; tiough* they 


allow-it to be a duty ;: all; who,do.not make it their-conftant'en- 
deavour to walkin all* the commandments: 5nd inſtitutions of the' 


Lord. blameleſs 3. humbly depending on*,the Lord Teſus, both” for: 


acceptance; and. affiftance—all You,. Wo are. of- theſe, and: femiliar 


charaQters,. Are. .among.the. wicked ard UNSONVETIES. hob to your 


ſouls, for you. have rewarded evil.to yourſelves, \ oe to hs 
þ wicked, it they be 31} with him; tor ths STeWaſd of ts hand (hall 
Ge given him.” 

'And, do. nor many- of you, ray. 'eear Hbarers, know rae you! lives 


- mthe practice of ſame « of thoſe fins, or, in ke omiſſion of iSme*of 


thoſe: duzies 2: fe. How, ten. can. you reft contented, in ſuchx drexd- 


tub ate, while 1a, many. waes and curſes are Aanifing, in-allltheir- 
force, ad lhicacy; agaiaft. your: immortal ſouls” and-are ready 


every, moment, to burlt. upon, your guilty and defeaceleſshehds' 10 
yallies of deltruftiye. thuader:! 2” 6 Woe unto” the wicked,” itſha}- 
tbe ill waths him; for«he reward of his hand, thall bs given hin,” ; 
-- which leads me to ſpeak of this reward. | 
1. Woe to the wicked, for, it not only {hal be, but is even ow; 


ill) avith them. It is indeed 'very-itl with them, becauſe-they tire 


n0w under the curſe ; condemned already, and the wrath of God - 


vo - 
ti. 4 


ks $9% 19; 
ot det 
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Þrove their curſe. . - Cur 


reſtrial things—-Good heavens | what unknown agonies often ſeize 
the guilty ſoul !—See--the fortorn, creature, lying on that bed of 
languiſhing.—his breath failing, heart heaving, lips quivering, eye 


 iriogs breaking—and, if he dies not ftupid and infſenfible.” in 
ward horrors diſtra&t and -torment the departing ſoul. Dos! he 


— =_ % 
o 
: 
= - 


. = 


calt a retrglpeQire view on his paſt lfe ?—How 0685 It Fond 4h 
diſtreſs, robehold ſuch a grain of e7il deeds purſuing, and crying 


aloud for vengeance !. If he looks forward he fees ay angry God, 


whom-he has ſo highly offended, by multiplied. tranſgreſſions, an! 


whoſe, mercy he has deſpiſed 1 and whoſe - friendly counfels he has 


ſer at nought, and hardened himſelf againſt all his reproofs. ſhould 
he turn his. eyes downward, nought appears, but the burning gulf 
of hel'cyawnivg tremendous to receive him at his, coming-*O how 
ſhocking, tg ſee himſelf lying-upon the very verge of the infernal 
Pity. Feady tobe plunged headlong down to the centre ; where the 


wrath of .God; like ever burmng ſulphur, unconfumed muſt tor-. 
ment the miſerable ſoul for ever and ever ! Does he view furyiving 


friends around. his bed ? every. look, ſeryes only to augment his 

woe. If they haye been his companions in fin, it wounds his heart 
; PORLTOEMARC os Be ah 90S VT I rene Bey. AO IDE c7 emit 

—that, 3S he his bezn a mean of ruining others, 'as well as him- 


ſelf, -ſo unleſs. they repent, they , muſt aggravate each oth&'s mi. 


ſery,.jn the doleful-;regions of black deſpair. "How will he. now 
with, -he.;had taken,; warning .in time, inſtead of murdering days. 
up wrath, againſt the day of wrath, Ah, now,” what voirs/aid 
romiſes would he make, that jhould it pleaſe, God to. reſtore'him, 
Re diligent he wou'd be, 1n, ſecking the divine favor, and'in fer- 


- fl . 


ving the: Lord, all 3he days of his life, 


ked, is-fin.; —and their. prayer, /an abomination, in*thefight 


1! 
—_—_ 


BP} hat! Ff64 4morment tow: "I frantic\fout - FR 
Raves round the walls of het” clay tenement, | DEL EI, £94 
'*Runs 10 each avenue and: fhricks for: help, Sexgr: ei uix 1h 
But ſhridks in vain't How wiſhſully:ſthe jooks 
-On'81Ffhe's leaving, now no PO Hers"! EPS 
A lirde longer, yet a litile longer, ' 7, 
Oh ! might the Ray to wallaway ter Hair, 
And hr lis} for wet paſſages mournful fight; 

Her very: eyes weep 'bloog';” and every: #Joan 
She heaves 1s bip*witk horror” But the foe, 
Like a Raunch murderer, ſteady. to: his purpoſe, 
Purſues her cloſe through every. lane.of life, 


Nor miſſes once the track, but, prefies on.;: 

_ Till fore d at laſt to tne tremendous.verge, þ2 
At once ſhe finks' to-everlaſting ruin. | os 
If this be the end of the' wicked; 'my ſoul,” come not thou Kito- 


their ſecret,” to theu aembly,. my. honor be 'not thott united -—-— 
For, woe to the wicked, it' {hall be Ul with! kim, - For the reward 
of his} zand ſthall'be given him » 

ut "What.the reward of the widkss ſhall bes alt: be: profioun- 
ced at the day of final accounts. —We mult all appear before the 
judgment ſeat of Chriſt, and: every one' ſhal. receive. his. reward, 
according to- his works. The day-1s+falt approaching, when the. 
Lord Jeſus ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a ſhout, with the voice 
of the, Archangel and the trump of Gol. That” all awakening ſum- 
mons ſhall ſpread through earth and sky, andreach the millions un-. 
der ground,” Arife 3t deadend come to: judgment. 'Lhen ſhall the miſer- 
able ghoſts of the'wicked aſcend from: the bottomleſs pit and, bas. 
vin with reluctance takets poilethon. of their old Leo the 
bodies they once animated, they ſhall be hauled before the awful, 
tribunal of the'Sbn of God, See, they-are- ordered-to.the- left,'a- 
nong trembling criminals, whoſe guilty coh{ciences haye, long. 


| ER their difinal doom. * Thee! ply thorn bog rifes } mn BErY: 


Fog Pan How's me © ye" oo en into Rome oe NR. FE ar Hh 
 Devil'ant His ang* £ | And: having pointed out: IG -grounds: af the, . 
ſentence; it is added in verſe 46, Ani theſe «nts gI12Wway intacver lift «: 
ig _punifhraent! "£2 la/cong; punilbreen;'Phis 1 is the-reward. of the; 
{1 Wicked,” and this ub they receive ab my: hands. ſaith. the Lord, -_ 
hey Jhul liz $ws ir foro: tw; and: Li12; {m&2 of. thetr to ment alcendeth 
up fo ever and 'ty'r, M;dear immartat fouls, wauld. to; Gud, that- 
ſe were wife; that ye ut alerfeo! this; that ye would. confider your 
ater end. "982 DIST} L ODMR 37 


LEFG | 

Hor ever and tver.—+—-O'\whoxmong-youz:my dear brethren; has: 

any, bowe's.of compaſiion for immortal fouls {—If, any;has,.O let 

him ſhew-it, by praying for,: and;/by. warning his children, his ſer. 
, yants, Ins relatives, his neighþours-to lay,to heartcheſe awful reali. 
ties,. and inſtantly prepare..for-, death, judgment,: and. the eternal 
world: Now is: the time,. the accepted.time, and. it. may, be NOW 

_ In a very little while it -will:be t00late;: —too late for: warnings, 
too late for intreaties, »to0Jate,for repentance,: >rayers-and tears, 
wo late ;/—— for when, the:{entence is-ance.pronounced,. 


_————Thefopelefb foul © cite Hon cn, 
Bound'to the bettom/of the burning-poo!; -- - 
'Though loth, and'ever loud: blafphemring, owns 
He's juſtly doomed: to-pour eternal groans.; 
Enclog'd with horrors, and transfix'd with pain! 
©. Rolling.in- vengeance, ftrugghng. with: his chain.: 
—..0.talk to hery:tempeſts.- toamplore+ + 4, 
| 4he-raging flame-to give Its: burning 0'er:: | { ral 4: 
Ta toſs, to writhe, to pant beneath his load,, © _—- 
And.bearithe- weight ot. ap offended Cod. 


+ >” oo. ao we 


| OY . Youngs. 
- Woe; woe to-the:wicked, it ſhall be 1} with him, for the re- 
ward of his hand ſhall. be given +37; | | 


a 


WF hs | 
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© 45 it fo; that it ſhall thus po<eoZ!]-with the-xighteous, and2/7, with: 
the wicked ;—then let us improve what has been ſaid, __ 
* *F. By examiniag-ourſelves,” that/ we may: decide. to.which of 
| theſe claſſes we- belong: Oe ec Page of | | 


- 


a, 


_ X \ 


Y: 


Who athongiyou! have reaſon to-conchidey/that-you have, been 

made righteous,” by the-imputation* ok tne” Redeemer's.r1 ghteoul- 
neſs unto-you ?—Have.you: been deeply: conyinced, of your guilt n 

and. danger,” on account of your: breaches: of;the- Faw: oc. works ; 

Y _ Haye. you been made feelingly ſenſible, that you-had. no ri ghteoul- 

- nels of your own to make ſatisfaQtion to the law: and: juſtice.of God: 
- or to merit the pardon of one fin ® Have you: been brought. 10 d8-. 
' fpair of ever making aa atonement by your belt efforts, or ot ob-, 
| taining acceptance with: Gad,: by/any thing you. could do, or fut 

fer ? | Have you bee made deevly conſcious, that the. righteowt 
nefs of Chriſt could oaly anſwer this purpoſe ?-——and have yoÞ» Ty 
cordingly, ventured your guilty, :and fin-burdened 1oul wpon thus 
ſpundation » rehouncing all ſelf-dependence,—all dependenee 


4 


your own righteouſneſs, ſaying, inthe Lord Jefus only have I righ* 


13%. 
RET A and ſatyation”? ? "In 2 word, have ou: receiyed the Lord 


"Teſus,..and reſted” on him: alone for falvation," as He! l8 offerett 1 Lt the 
gal el Eowdin i 
F 2, Have you #y Felfon to believe that'you.are f Qtified by the 

writ "of x rift t Lo Lhat, AG, are rnade new Creachire ji that ola. 
thi 416 Are p: © ed. And 8 all Brac OFFONE «ih 1 + 
tefnpers tow your" aff ic 


£3 ts 


tions is, ont LD TREth CIS AY 
_.3. Have you to far 4 PO this SG of as” Goſpe agg 
your hearts, and'of the love'of God,: that' you deteſt” and forfalts 
all known fin, and honeſtly” tte avetir: to diſcharge, every *Enowie 
fly; ; Joey depending on divine  Aliſto Wark in Ve bork to wil 
and t0.d@ 7... \ MOT 
"TE 37ng In anfwar theſe adtithe] in the Patnranative, your Wits 79 
truly hops fal,, "and, " | ave at to Tay, .that, if” you perſevere in 
watching, NY waltins- on God, th fervent prayer, it ſhall be" Wal 
with you, -Bat'as for you; who tre of « onitrary chiraﬀter, and 
cannot lay-elaim-to theſe marks of g\ace.. your dovin, and 'your - 
reward, you have heard already, -/ And to the You up, 'and if of 
induce you to awake and Mee the wrath to come; I'tha 
ude by laying before you” theſe few confilerations.' 
L Conſider, by continuance: TOY; "ou as PR of. 
the oreateſt happineſs. 
The pearly gates: of heaven are: Kit orencd to adm you-; "= 
dart delightfui ſplendors from'afar, to ittrat you attention. Rivers 
of pleaſure are Mb wii at Got's right hand, of which you are in. 
vited to dridk, and live for ever, blefled.”” And will you, for the 
fake.of the unfatisfying trifles of this-mortal ſtate, and to enjoy! the 
pleaſures offin, which are but for a ſhort ſeaſon, let go thoſe pleas 
ſures which are ſubſtantial and ever-during, and which alone are 
adequate tothe capacity, and unbaunded cravings of the. immortal ' 
ſoul '0 will you defpiſc your own \mercies, and- ſpend your _ 
*- money, for that which 1s flot bread, and "your labor for thats 
* which ſatisfieth not 2” | 
', $, Conſider what the Lord J fs; bath done. and ſuffered to pur= 
7 chaſe this ineſtimablepoii>flion for. you, after it was forfeited 
fin, He left his” native heaven, and became an exile from his 
Father's court. came down into our wretched and revellious world, 
—afſlumed our nature,—led an aMlicted life 'of poverty, and died a 
ſhameful and excruciating death on the croſs, that we might be re= 
| deemed to God by his blood. delivered from the ſtrokes of juſtice, 
and dwell for ever in heavenly light, and everlaſting bliſs. —And- 
will you deſpiſe his goodneſs, trample on his blood, and Tulh gown 
to Hell with the ſound of mercy in your EATS £ e 


Mc + 


4 Jou an periift, in, wickedneſs and zebellon, in ſpits of, per. 
ſer UANOn, . in;{pite of. © conſider how ag iggrdy Yared, yo our 'cotidemna. 
tion muſt be. If tho e ar deſpi iſed Moſes”! law iP without mercy. 

of.h w. much forer pt ment. mult you be Jud ed worthy, *who 
noo law'and. Goſpe Fight. and x1 Syrel [it will not 20 fo 
Ws any: creatures. 5a. I ms | 7 of hexren, as with thoſe 
who continue ineorgrgible in th e Clear ibnints of the Goſpel of th 
Ke 'Godz and before whoſe eyes Tefus Chriſt. hath beety evi. 
aA forth and PRpEiper ,, Let me then DE" nd'intreat'you, 
2s. you thould; regard. t s, God that 'nrade youl '#hd rhe Saviour 
ahat bought. You. with bl b , $ Win ty 9 AS D'IF, would not on 
- Sriye ; yourſelves. of the xalted. pleafures of rejigioh naw ; 
- you would not be filles Giehs errors in the hourof Kan, x place 
gn rhe let hand, of te Judge; the day of jadgmen 
u, for. the Lord's 1ake for. your- ſoul's i ke, and by 
Th is; dear,. ſacred and 1 imp portant, to. awake, ariſe and be- 


bing; 
tir. yQ M1) es, far the well-hcing of your fouls. ' But iE-you will 
£ = £: o away A OE FO -and obſerving theſe” weighty 
$; 0 then, © * Woe to BELTe t. ſhalt go ul'w Pope © tor. 
Ry. of Wy Feit. bands Saplh! be gion thei.” in 7 ex-1 
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tk he PIOUS! Minizjer 3 complaint oVeEr- ' the uns 
% > "Steadiness: and incorrigibleness ot his Gar 


A Hosk a, v.42 + V# Duh. 


© EK Brain, tube it ſoat 7 do uiito thee ? 'O Fudah, xohat thall 1:6 
" With thee ? For your gobdneſs is as a ER cloud, and as _ eaitly 
 Utav it goeth away. 


THE prophet Hoſe, the irtt In order. of the- twelve minor 
| prophets, wis' ſent with a divine commiſſion to rebuke» the 
'Lardsreyolting people for their idolatry and wickedneſs. -Dhey gd 
fooliſhly forſaken th Lord their God, the fountain 6f lite and hap. 
pinefs and defiled themſelves with ſpiritual whdredonis—and In. 
ſtead of the ONE: SUPREME; they were worſhipping, and ſerving 
"Rocks arid ſtones, the: works'of men's hands, and'the calf 'of | Sa. 
maria, which the workman had made. For this they are faithfal. 
ly reproved, and threatened with niany ſevere and deſolating judg- 
-ments, that they might be awakened to a ſenſe of their guiltand 
danger, and return to'their rightful ſovereign, by true repenrance, 
and thus eſcape impending ruin. But alas ! all the propher's -eftorts 
proved abortive with reſpe& to the Zreat majority, and he lived-long 
enough to i{6e'the accompliſhment of his own predictions, in the 
captivity and Geſfolation of that obſtinate and rebe)lious people. 
Where threafenings and warnings do not amend, certain ruifi and 
deſtruQtion muſt be the conſequence z for not one jot; or, tittle of 
God's word {hall fall tothe ground. Heaven and earth ſhall Paſs 
"away—but the word of the Lord. in his threateniings and-proiniſes, 
| thall abide for ever ſure.” ' O that ipenitent, -unconverted finners 
would liften to, and conſider this, before their eternal damnation 
| becomes inevitable. 7 
In the 3d and 4th chapters of this prophecy, we have a catalogue 
of the vices and fins which were predominant:arbang the Ifrachtes, 
$ at that time. *©* Hear the word. of the Lord—fot the Lord hath a 
* controverſy with the inhabitants. af the Jand,” + Arid why £-— 
© Becauſe there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God, in 
| the laid, By ſwearing,” and Iiying, killing and ſtealing and com - 
t mitting adultery, they a out and blood toucheth-blood.' Mur- 
A 3a 
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136 
ders were frequent —they came on 1m quick ſucceſhon, one on the 
back of another. « Whoredom, and wineg.and new wine had taken 
* away the heart'—bereaved"themt of their underſtanding, ſo that 
they did not att like-beings endowed with reaſon and diſcretion. 
Wou d to God we had no ſuch vices predominant among us==and 
that we were ſtrangers to their pernicious effects. But we hear 
and ſee too much, to be ignorant that” CT has the famie ground 
of coritroverſy with us, as be had with: the Jews, in the time of 
Hoſea, s, Nos | : | 
MSNext follows.(chap: 4 and 3): the denounciation of many judg. 
ments on account of theſe abominations. They are threatened to 
"be.given tp to themſelyes, ind ſuffered-to take their own wayy and 
\ Allithemſelves with. fin and- idolatry, that. they. might compleat the 
meaſure of their iniquities, and thus bring down. more accumula. 
ted vengeance *upon their own: ſouls. Aphraim 25 joined to 1dols ; 
let him: alone j —ſay no'rhore to him, 'but let tim go on, and take 
the confequence. I1:pray God that this may not be your/cafe, when 
\Tam'removed from among you. Again, they are threatened with | 
mamediate aMiCtion, -2nd moſt terrible hayoc and deſtruction, (ch. 
S, 'J4, 15) 1 will be unto Ephraim {#0 #he ten #105 ) as 'a-Bon, 
'* and as a young lion to the houſe of Juda. T, even 41 will tear, 
* and go away; 1wll take away, and none fhall reſcue him. 1 
* will go and return tony. place, (7 wil be filent) all they. acknow- 
| Jedge their offences and ſeek my face : In their affliction, they 
* will ſeek me early.' Nothing leſs than a penitental confeſſion, 
and humble-acknowledgnment ot our ſins and offences againſt (zod, 
- and an earneſt and diligent ſeeking his favor and mercy, through 
the atomng blood 'of Chriſt, cm promiſe the leaft well-grounded 
hope, that we thall ever eſcape the ftrokes of bi wrath, and od* 
"tain h:s grace and falvation. 3:55 =} 
Upon thefe fevere threats, ſome of the people take the alarm, 
and, under 2 ſenſe of the'r danger, begia to:cry to God for mercy. 
And as nothing but a hvely ſenſe of the evil and dangerous: nature 
_ of fin, and the deſtruQtive conſequences of it,” will excire @ ſinner 
- toreturn to God in-earneſt, ſo every one, who has this awakening 
fenſe'of the evil of fin, will not only think of making his own peace 
with God, but will be anxious for the fate of cther offenders, who, 
he knows, are in as much danger a+ himſelf : 'and will ao all m his 
powel to. excite-and influence them to awake from their deadly 
Jumbers, and fly from impending rum. Accordingly we find that /4 


& 


- this was the cafe here (6 Chap. 1.) The few ,penitents among * 
"them, call 'upon their btethren to join them, and return. to the 
Lord. - « Come, fav they, * and Tet us return unto the Lord ; for 
* He hath-$0rn and he will heal us : he hath ſmitten and he will 
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+ bind us up.) They 1 not only ug upon them, but bring argue 


ments, "drawn fromthe mercy of God, and his readineſs th'receive. 
penitents, to encourage them to do this, © Aﬀter'tws 
they, © he will revive us, in the third*day;' he "wall 
« raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his ſight.” If theſe 'words were 
duly confidered, theyn muſt affotq*great encouragementto' All fit: 
ners to.retigrn, to their gracious God. For though'the remembrange 
of fins, neceſſary to true repentance, is'/grievous to the guilty, and 


convictions may be keen, yet du not laſt long ; fer after two 
days, that 1s In a little while, the Eord will 'hear the' cries'of 'peni- 
tents, revive' their drogping and fin-buxdened ſouls,” and; for the 
Take of Chrilt; Wl raiſe An! up from the depths of ſoif-deſpair,and 
they Jhall the} in his fight: freely juſtified, by faith,” and quickened,, 
and endugd with fpiritual life, "Then ſhalt we'knqw*®theſe bleſſings. 
of God for ourſelves; «if. we follow-on ta know'the Ford ; his: going. 
© farth 1 is prepared as the morning; and he ſhall, come eng us as 
© the rain—as the latter and former; rain unto the earth?” As the 
rifing, mpxn. chaſes away the thades.of mght, and as falling fiowits, 
revive the withering face of nature, and'render the eirth'fruitfulin. 
corn and wine, ſo.ſha!l-the preſence of God. reconciled/in Jeſus. 
Criſt, diſpel all gloomy doubts and fears from the. foul” and. the 
'dews of divine grace ſhall render it fruitful in all the works of Faith. 
and labours of love. Theſe words, though ia their primary. defign. 
_ they might relate to temporal bleſſings, haye yet a farther refer- 
ence to the Melhah's kingdom, when the glorious Su of Righte- 
' ouſneſs ſhould ariſe on the benjghted world; and ſhower. down the 
blefſings of his goſpel, which like- devs fem Hheayen-ſhould Yeſcend. 
-on ſinners, — fill their hearts with. Joy; and cauſe/the fruits” of: 
holineſs to. ſpring ſorth, in; their lives. dnl converfation. *- 
We finds, that when the. call and. encoutagerent, juſt. mention - 
ed, were given, the people ſegined ingliped to; return to:God, and- 
ſuch promiſing beginnjngs appeared, as-gave ground to hope, that: 
a general reformation would ſoon.take place; and 2.Tecanciliation 
' would; be effeted betvzetn them and their offended, Sovereign. 
' But, alag  'haw often have' we ſgen promihng' appearances, and 
bope ful beginning ſoon. dwindle avay to nothing * The paſſicns. 
have been, wronght up to. a high degree, but.the heart has notbeeu 
broken,. for fin, and its nature. changed and;renewed. * Andi is 
no wonder to fee ſuch converts come up in a day, and periſh'n @ 
day. This was the caſe of the Jews, 'at that tnme,” of 5 hi ft we 
re f| peaking. Their reformation proceeded froin_ a Tadgen aſh, 
- and not from found” conviCtions offin;* or'a due {enſe of theif baſe 
| and uncreaturely behaviour towards God. "Their" codneſe Ahierefore, 
L was bike a.  arning cliud, and the garly deals which leon) 12} 
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et.dew-are exbaled, or dried up, by.the rifing ſyn, fo docs there. 
ligion. af 70, 1400, many, profeſſors, fly before the blaſts. of tempta. 
riony 0T, expire at the heat of perſecution; and' they themſelves be. 
come[more; hardened than ever z4 aud ſigners. are. ſikewite To em- 
holdened in. fin, and hardened iff wickedneſs, |by.. their example, 
that the miniſters of the Goſpel are dilcquraged and diſheartened 
to ſuch a degree, that they hardly can hope for any ſucceſs. ui.theiy 
labours, They are non plus'd—they know. not, what gourle. to take 
==what to ſay, gr what to do,, with any proſpect of benefit to the 
ſouls gf their hearers. . On ſuch an, occaſion, were. the pathetic 
words of the text ſpoken ſrom the Lord, by the mouth of his Pro- 
phet. «© O Ephraim what ſhali 3 do unto, thee 2 O Judah, what 
< tha Ido unto thee ? . As if he had faid, what more canl do 
Fox. you, that I have, nat already done ? How, ſhall T reclaim, you ? 
-What other means can I uſe.with you for this purpoſe ? The Lord 
is,zepreſented as grieved for their folly and obftinacy, and unwill- 
Ing'to. give up his umpenitent and backſliding creatures, though 
they had fo. juitly deſerved the ftrokes of his wrath. __ ; 
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flying clouds. are driven away by the wine, andthe early drops 
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Dee, my brethren, the wonderful compaſſions of God towards 
fintul men, and his patience and long-ſuffering, in dealing with 
them, and waiting on them for their repentance and converhon. 
And. will not all this leaye them without excuſe, if they till con- 
tinue.to.ſet at naught all his counſels, and refuſe to retuxn ? . Be 
. affuxed, my dear hezxers. that if any of you, who have ſo long ſat 
under the ſound of the Goſpel, ihall ſin on. and die in an uncon” 
verted ſtate, yoy will kave no. excuſe to make for yourſelves, you, 
will have nothing to ſay jn_ your own, defence, nothing ta plead, 
why the thunders of eternal venceance ſhould nat KS upon you, 
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12 all their. dreactul efhic2cy, and the horrible tempeſt, of vengeful 
ice deat upon. you; naked fouls, in ane eternal ſtorm, 
You, have heard what the caſe of the Jews was, and the Lord's 
dealings with them. And what is there in gither of theſe that is 
not. applicable. to.you ? Were! they the. profeſſing people of God, 
and choſen and ſet apart for himſelf, as his church, and people ?— 
Were they taken into, covenant with, him by the ſeal of ciccumci- 
| fron 2 Were the lively oracles of God commitred tg thetn, and were 
prophets. paſtors and teachers ſent before them, to guide them 1n 
. the right way, to preſide over them as a church, and to warn ther 
1 of the conſequences of fin and rebellion, ? And is not this qu cale | 
in every reſpect ? We are. graſted on the ſame ſtock, from which 
they were,broken off ; the Lord hath called /us. to, be, his church 
and people ; The inſpired writings are put into a ts , 1095 | 
is the word of ſalvation ſent; \\, Ty. taken us Into a viſivle coye 
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nant relation to himfelfFby the feal of baptiſm; hath fent prophets: 


paſtors, 2n1 teachers betore us, to proclaimthe'gladtidirigs of ſal, 
vation, and to lead us itt the way ob life ;:to-preſide over the flock 
and to warn us-of the dreadful conſequences of fin';'You are preſ- 


6ngly called upon to return to the Lord, andiaffured of his: reatdi.. 
neſs to receive all returning penifents ; you axe: intreated by che 
moſt weighty motives -and-conſiderations,” that can be ſuggeſted; 
dealt with by argy ments the moſt weighty-and important; and/in: 


| joined to duty and allegrarice, by the lupreme authority at heaven 
and earth. 'Thelove of* God is 6iſplayed before your eyes to melt 


your hearts, and allure and conſtrain you to obedience. You'are 
>rhotted to fly the inchanting/paths of vice and ungodhneſs..by the 
regar® you have, ar ought to-havg for your own precious and/ims 
mortal ſouls, to fly to Jeſus, 'and 'make' your peace with God thro 
his blood ' and righteouſneſs, by all the joys" 'of heaven; prepared 
for ſaints and true þelievers,- on the-one hand,” and all the paing of - 
hell, reſerved for the wicked and-impenitent; .on the athez: / - «+ 

© Theſe means have been tried upon you, and theſe motives /have 
been urged. and every weighty confideration;'.that could beifar- 
niſtied from heaven, earth gr kell, have been laid before you. Phis 
T'ean witneſs has been dane for many-years. - God is my/witnefs, 
whom I ſerve in the goſpel of his Son, and your own''cunſciences 
are wicneſles, that T myſelf, during the ſpace of more than nine- 
teen years, have tried the force of theſe motives, "arguments and 
conſiderations upon you : and [ fear, with regard to the great ma- . 
jority, they have been yſed and urged in-yain.' 'O my God and Sae 
viour, what more can I do ? I am really at a loſs for any new at- 
PUTients or topics, which have. -not already been exhaulted, ——=I 

now not what to ſay, and yet Iam loth to give youup, and leave. 
your poor ſouls in the hands of the devil, 'and look on, and ſee you 
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pK COT to the flames of hell, and everlaſting damnation == 
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With the oreateſt propriety, | can now adopt the language of my 
text, and paſhonately and affeQtionately addreſs you, «4 O Ephraim, 
* what ſhall F'do unto thee ? ' O Judah, what ſhall I'do-unto 
What ſha'l i do to make you ſenfible of the dreadful evil,danger. 

ous nature, and deſtructive conſequences of ſin ? | This is-a thing 
lo eſſefitially necefſiry, that without it, «you never will return to 
God. And one would think this no very difficult matter ; for 
where can we turn our,eyes, and not behold ſome of the ſad effefts 
of ſin ?-»What but ſin, entering into the'world, hath introduced 
jarrings, diſcord and wild 'diforder into this lower creation, —ſet. 
'nation againſt nation, drenched rhe inſanguined fields with human 
gore, clothed the ground in crimfon, and left thouſands of human 


199; 
crokſes;;x prey; :to;the; ild and ſavage beaſts of the foreſt, and 
econ failetaf the aur on When we ſurvey the. Various ſpecies of 
aMiftions which have-overſpread:the univerſe, hear the groans of 
| hdſpirals; exbbrted from-xracking pains of gout and ſtone and rheums 
and-the:coplicated-maladies incident/to-lapſed mortals . when we 
behold! the dymeg ies;-not only of. thoſ> who have ſinned. after 
the fimilitude/of: Adam's, tranſgreſton,,but. of tender infants, while 
weeping amathers/-unable:to afford reliet,;hang aver the loyely babe, 
with throbbing. hearrs-and; ſtreaming eyes, painfully, expecting the 
hf expinng gaſp-may/we not: ſay. | theſe}are thy trophies, Q fin? 
Add':to'thele; the forrows, cares and-anxieties of bereaved widows, 
and therwantsand- diftreffes of helpleſs orphans, the pinings of po- 
veity;' andthe abject wretchednefs of millions, calamutigs and mi. 
ſeries mbrei than the tongue of man.or angel can exprefs ; and. ars_. 
not alktheſe.the:mative conſequences of. fin and diſobedience 3 a 
 But/thef are light aflictions, 'and; but for a moment, when com- 
pared with thoſe, that: are now-felt-by. the-unhappy priſoners, um the 
-dutigeorr beneath. . Let faith; unbar-the ,zzan gates cf hell, , and let 
us \in-conterpplation, enter thoſe gloomy. vaults belom—and, oh, 
- 2whiat horrid ſcenes: preſent.themlelves to view | Here we behold 
'the:awfutexploits'of fin;-and Jearn. what a bitter thing it is to. de- 
-part from-the-liviog God, Thoſe frocking figures, hideous ſhapes 
of 'terrors aadrebormving here-bound faſt in_everlafting chains of 
)darkneſs;;were once angels.in heaven. and. ſpirits-of ſuperior order 
and: dignity, till -fn-depriyed. them, of their, happy ſtate, ſtripped 
- thom-of «heir primeval greatneſs and/plory, and plupged them head. 
- Jong: down:to take /polleſſion- of this dojeful habitation. Thoſe feet, 
! yow: galled with: uſlach treading. with painful ſteps the. burning 
- foil of het, once- walked-/at on along.. the chryſtal paventents of 
thenew- Jeruſalem above + and ifree from. chains, with pleafure 
- traverſed: every golden ftreet. Thoſe Faming LONgues, now gnaw. 
+ ed :for pain, vitering inceſſant blaſphemues, and venting diabolical 
'Fage- againſt tae throne of God, or howling, thro' infernal anguiſh, 
- ==were once tuned in{praiſe; ro heaven's etertal King, and ſup Ye 1 n 
concert with the golden harps, loud hymns. and anthems to 
"ever bjefed Majeſty. fupreme. . But-now,.. inſtead of theſe eſtal 
+ rains ob raprurdus harmony,.. thei notes are changed to- lamenta. 
- trony/ mourning-ang accents, of. RI 9p that each one for hin 
, Fel ISVs ſays 


Me miſerable |. "hich way hall I fty 

lpfinite wrarh,, and infinite. epaie ? 

Which wa yiT. fy. is hell, myſelf am hell, LIES 
 Andan tet loweſt deep, a lower ferYs../ FE: OGT > Ky 


upon. breach without eale, of end. Hark }'how the Hety Taverns 
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you up- to, flee_ the wrath to come, 1 We be conftfained toc 5 our, 


death !__ 
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Still threat'ning to devour me, opens wide, |. 


How art thou fallen from heayen, O Lucifer, ſon'of the morning! 
See, O ice, my brethren, the dire effects, of fin. . It has turned 
angels out of Paradiſe, and-cauſed happy ſpirits, of Ight;to fegeng - 
rate into devils and miſerable ſpirits of datKknefs'- * cane 
In this doleful dungeon, wei alſo behold yl d ten 
hy v1 IDUILD ENT. = BaS qo - 

thouſand times ten thov land, * and thouſands of t (e) n | 
own ipecies of the human;race, who once had the "Tame ; 
and intreaties which you now-have.. {But thi Kg Fe af ear 


to all and would not be reclaimed. * Juft as you have hitherto done 
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aſcendeth up forever and ever. ” 97, te 4b 


will not make you 
'94 to Tepentanee, and (he 
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thought of this. ; Neceſſity is ail upon me to preach to py and 
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I will therefore in order to, convitt you. of the evil of Fn, .and 

induce you to turn from 1t to God, carry you to the £0 s of Ctiritt, 

where the malignity of ſin is-written-in charaCters of bleoy. . 'Be 

hold 4ere the Saviour of -mankind, ſuffering for foilies, not his'own! 
vee him _in the. garden. prefied beneati the load, while weeping 
lupplication burſt from his bleeding heart, He complaias of 1Ca - 
vineſs and an oppreſſed foul ſorrowful even unto death. - His - 
nocent, though paſlive humanity is now under the mountamous 
Preflure of our-guilt, he {2izes our dreadiu! right, and 15 ſtruggling 
to iheave the mountain from our ſinking world. © Hear his broken 
accents « My ſoul 4s ſorrowful, exceeding ſorrow], even unto 
'death,” He is hurried away to the place of a ſkull, and, fee! 
yonder he hangs on the torturing cr»ſs, his head crowned wit 
irons, and the blood flowing dowa in purple Rreams ; he groan 
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| he cries the bg bs head, and yields up the ghoſt.” "Here indeeg 
is the "Laſs, wherein fin appears in its moſt malignant colours and 
In its 7 horrid and deteſtable form: It was for-ſin, even for our 
fin, . the. ſon « God i T thus wounded, bruiſed, mangled, ſlain, 
« And ifth eſerhings be done 1 ”— the green tree, what ; an be vo 
&« in the ay?” And, .. 
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Ball the 1 man that dies therein } 
low, de eeply. down). when to'the load, 


le adds the Lighted blood © of God 1 P 
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"It take av view 'of all thefts: articulars wichhes, 46g” big thinks 
= muſt. he io far convinced uf the God- provoking, and ſoul-de- 
C0 narure of N and how dangerous it 1s for you to contitiue 
y Jonger jn the ptge2 ice of it, that you will this 8ay accoſt eath 
ther, 2s. ny cople of old, Come let ut return to the Lord our God. 
on Lo Ach at this ay be the lang guage of evety heart—arid 
Fae our fir Yves may ON ls that it i$ ſo. * If what you have 
1285 and the re vicſentaribiia already taade, ſhall fail of the 
debgned-olfeſd. and you ſtill continue infenfible of the vile natute 
_ and damning conſequences of firi, "arid will not return to the Lord, 
"that made you, and the Sayiour that tied to redeerh yu, f muſt 
F "3g acl, t, O Ephraim, what ſhall I ds finto thee?” What 
wy » that may anſwer this piirpoſe ? I will try the force of ex- 
'bortaby, perſuaſhonh and entreaty. 
xxhaftation. And ſeeing the word of God is quick al pole 
ky I would deliver my exhottation chiefly in the language of'in- 
ſpiration. Our Lotd has afſlired you again and again, Except ye te- 
, bet ſhall all lizewwiſe periſh. And the wiſe man teaches you that 
- He that covereth his in ſhall tvt proſper : but he that confeſſc th 
and Torfaketh i it, ſhall have mercy: ” Alltthe teperifarice implies a 
forſaking of fin. and retuthing tb God, tliroug b Jeſus Chai, thiat 
. we may obtain mercy at his hand, And this , Ns is bound upor 
Fouy.. by the ſupreme authority. * Now God cummandeth all men 
*. exery where to repent. I will judge you, C houſe of Irael, ſaith 
.* the Lord, every one of you according to his ways ; therefore re- 
20 pent, and tufn yourſelves from all your tranf preſlto wns $ ſo i iniqui. 
'* ty ſhall not be your ruin. Calt away from you all your traftſgrel. 
© ions, whereby ye have tranſpgrefied 3 and make you a new heart, 
* and a new ſpirit ; for why will you die, Q Houſe of Efrael 7'— 
Here e you will alſo obſerve, that repentance is not ofily an externa(; 
but an internal converſion to the Lord==an inward charige of heart, 
as well as an outward refofm2:ion of life To repent and be cot: 
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verted are joined together by the apoſtts, and made a pre-requiſite - 
to the attainment of the pardon of fin ; «+ Repent and be Gonverted 
C that your fins may be blotted out.? From theſe {cripture declara- 
tions and exhortations, it is evident th@repentance and. converſion, 
or a return to God, in heart and practice, is abſd]utely neceflary to 
ſalvation, and without it, you.mult be ruined and periſh to all eter= 
nity.— But, 

2, What motives ſhall T uſe in order to perſuade you to Tuch a 
return to God 2 hall diſplay. the mer«y and g90dneſfs, the Pati 
ence and long tuffering of God, which, we are told, lead to repent- 
ance ? —His mercy in {ending his own ſon to dis for you -his good- 
neſs in heaping ſo many favours upon you. and furniſhing you with 
the means of.ſalvation-—his patience and /ong.,/uff.ring, in bearing 
with you from year to year, .not willing that yyu ſhould perith, . 
but take the benefits of his offered mercy, which is willing to. re 
ceive you, after all your daring provocatians. O. will not the gazd. 
ne/r and patience of ſuch a metciful God break your ſtubborn hearts 
and melt them iato.ingenuous repentings for your cauſeleſs rebell:« 
ons againſt him ? How can you fin againſt ſo much love and mercy? 
— Why will ye, die—why-will ye provoke the Lord: to jealouſy? 
© Are you ſtronger than he 2 Haſt thou an arm like God ,..or canſt. 
( thou thunder with. a yoice like him ? Did any ever harden them. 
© ſelves againſt him, and proſper &f Why will you grieve your 
Saviour, and damn and deſtroy your own ſouls rather than /ee& 
the face of God, and. accept of free mercy and ſalvation, through-the 
nghteouſneſs of the dear Redeemer.? _ .. + ; ST 

Is it not , ten thouſand pities, that ſo much love-and goodnef* 
ſhould be abuſed ;, and your precious ſouls be eternally ruined, and 
burn in hell forever, after all that Jeſus Chriſt hath done to bleſs 
and to ſave. you ? Permit me to be more pointed, and addreſs you. 
a3 it were by. name. $* O drunkard, what ſhall I do-unto thee © 
How ſhall I perſuade you to forſake this ſcottiſh praQtice.. whick - 
degrades the rational nature, makes the man a beaſt.-and-expoſes, 
him to.the jeſt and ridicule, even of his own children and ſervants, 
n waſtes his time and fortune, diſqualifies him.for buſineſs, renders _ 
th I finva plague to his wife and friends, and deſtroys his ſoul for ever? 
e- Remember thoſe intoxicating cups, you now. indulge, will put into 


your hand the cups of divine indignation, the bitter.aregs of which, 
{., W 794 will drink to endleſs ages, ao La tore 5 ot ut aaeond eng 
ft _ © O (wearer, what ſhall I do unto thee 2”... Do you think it a 


{mall thing to profage the great and glorious name the. LORD 


al; 298 GOD, 'or take it into your unhallowed lips lightly and in vain? 
it, MW This was one of the has, tor which the Lord puniſhed his ancient 
js "FW: 7 


B b 


—_ 


194 
people ſc ſeverely, It is ranked with greateſt of crimes, and'will cer. 
-tainly ifitail an endleſs curſe, on the heads of the guilty. Shalll find 
it a hard thing, to'/perſuade' you to give up a vice, ſo profane, need, 
Teſs and unprofitable ; and which has neither pleaſure nor conſtity. | 
t:0n to plead in its favor? O then for the Lord's ſake, and foryour 
'foul's ſake, do not wantonly deftroy: yourſelves for ever, for -« thing 
of_noyght. | FO | 
_ © WO. Sabbath-breaker, what ſhall I do unto thee ?? ': Remember 
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, is the fourth command, in the deca« 
logue. ' Perhaps there is no fin more -prevalent- in this country, 
than the profanation' of the Sabbath. © I have always: had the un. 
Happineſs to fee and hear | this done, every time'T come- to this 
church. You may ignorantly ſuppoſe it to:be-no breach of the 
'\Dabbath, +to be'letting your tongues run, 'on this Holy day, about 
_Zyour-crops-and worldly affairs ; as ſo many of -you -do' at the very 
threſhold of the houſe of: God, | both before. and after«'the ſacred 
exerciſes of the day. © But what inexcuſable ignorance does this 
"betray ?''Do we not read,” 7ſas- lviii. 13, © that we are. to honor God 
on this holy day, - mt doing our own ways —finding our own pleaſure, 
and-fpraking our own words. And the not obſerving theſe 1munc- 
tions, '1s- a main Teafon why the preaching of; the Goſpel 1s attend- 
__-ed-with 10 httle profit among you. O that I could perſuade you to 
', ewe to the Lord one day 1n {eyen : ard I behkeve you would fand it 
Not a-little:conducive to your ſpiritual advantage. 

+ ©OQ ye ſons and daughters of pride and vanity,” what ſhall T-do 
unto you ?' - Your lofty looks muſt be brought down, and your 
Haughty hearts humbled in the duſt, or you will never return: to 
the Lord; in truth and fincerity. ' Does it. not eyidently appear'to 
every diſcerning- eye, that your main-buſineſs, at church, is to dil- 

 -play the bravery of your ornaments, your criſping pins, and your round 
tires like the moon ? Not conſidering that this foppiſh and antic drels 
/ſerves only to proclaim the lightneſs of your minds, and the empti- 
neſs of your hearts,” to every wiſe beholder. '-O could you but ſee 
_-what a mexe maſs of corruption and deformity ye are z how odious 
-and abominable in the eyes of divine parity, it would lay you inthe 
uſt,” and. turn--your attention; not to outwar4i dreſs and frippery, 
\ but to'the inward adorning with. the ornaments of a meek and-quiet 
:Ipirit—to have: your ſouls covered with the robe of: the Redeem- 
er's righteouſneſs, and clad with the garments of ſalvation.” O that 
' you would be perſuaded to ſet leſs by the former, and highly, prize 
© O liar, what ſhall-T do unto'thee ? © Do you not know thit 
every-- Jar mult have-his art in the lake that burns with fire and 
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brimflone ? Of all fins, Iying makes a man moſt like that devil, - 
who was a liar from the beginning, and abode not in the truth. By 


" Wo the world was ruined at firft.. And the malignant effeCts of a 

lying tongue are . too. well ktown, in ſociety, to'need a particular 
* enumeration. A man, whole word is not tobe relied on, is'too,- 
" Wl mean for-honeſt company. _ Ler the meanneſs and ſcandal. of the. 
x praftice ſerve inſtead of a thouſand arguments, to perſuade you to/ 


ay it'afide, and to. /peak every man truth with his neighbour. Every- 
lat is' of his father, the devil, and*wirhout repentance, muſt dwell 
with him: 1n that everlaſting fire, which was prepared for the devil. 
and his angels. CET | 

O that ſftaners of every claſs and deſcription—whoremongers, 
adv/terers, defrauders, thieves and extortioners, would be perſuades 
ed to repent and tuxn to,the Lord, before they ſeel the tremendous | 
curſe, wAich is denounced againſt all fuch in fo many places in 


* BE the word of God. Be not deceived—Gad is. not mocked—for 
/ whatſoever a man foweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. What the doom 
, of all /uch ſhall be, you. may fee for yourſelves, , by conſulting, '& 


Cor.. vi. 9,, 10; Gal. v. 17—21. Rev. xxi 8. ==Serioully read ' 
oyer theſe ſeveral portions of ſcripture, and believe what you read, 
Laſtly. -Let me. mtreat- you, as a friend to your beſt. intereſt, 
to fix, your: attention to theſe things,. and: meditate on: them, till 
they have brought you to a reſolute determination,, no longer io. 
continue 1n. a ſtate of. ſych awful perit and danger. Tintreat you. . 
by the dread authority of-the Lord God omniporent—by the.bowels./ 
ot our Lore Feſus Chriſt, by his agony and. bloody. ſweat, by his, 
ctols and paſſion, and by all that he did and ſuffered to.fave a fallen. 
worid : by all the folemn ſe. iouſneſs of a dying bed—by the cers. 
tainty of your perſonal appearance at the righteous bar of God —_ 
and the terrors of eternal damnation, I beg, adjure, andictreat you 
to repent and be. converted that your-ſins may. be blotted. out. O.my: 
dear fellow-Ccreatures, I ar diftieſfed for you,t I fee the danger you. 
ae in, and the terrible deſtruftion, that is. hanging over. yaur 
beads, and ready-to burit down upon. your naked fouls, in venge- 
tul ſtorms of thunder! / O'fly, fiy for your lives | eſcape to, the: 
Lord Feſus Chriſt,. before the avenger of blood overtakes you. * 
* Dut my text calls. ne to. take notice of ' another cnaraCter, not. 
yet mentioned, 'and whoſe caſe appears to. be* {11 more. defperate, 
and<demands. {till greater compatſhion. | 
cat _ Sometimes, in. the courſe of my' miniſtry. among you. we” have. 
5 had plealing proſpects, there-has heeri.a general moying among the. 
MM frople, their minds have been agitated, and their attention turned, 
it I 2.2 very uncommon degree, to.{piritual things, and the: concerns. ” 
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of their ſouls : a ſudden change of manners has taken place, iy 
many, and mighty profeſhons made of joy and peace mn believing, 
The hearts of miniſters >a6 pious people have rejoiced in the plea. 
Gvg reformation, .and_ their expeQations raiſed high, that great 
things would be done.— But, alas. how ſoon have/ our joys been 
turned into ſorrows, and all our pleaſing proſpe&Qs clouded ; when 
It appeared that the goodnr.'s of in many profeſſed ( converts was ' as 
« a morning cloud, and the early dew, that paſſeth away 
iv And now, .« © backſlider, what ſhall | do unto thee ?* You 
have got into the flippery downward road, and your laſt ſtate 3 
NET than the firſt. * It had been better for you not. to haye 
C known the way of rightequſneſs, than, after you had'known it, tq 
'© turn away from the holy commandments of God.% Very Cefat 
are the threatnings of heayen againſt the backſlider. * The back- 
6 ſlider 1h heart ſhall be filled with his ozpn quay. * faith the Lord; 
« and ſuch as. turn back to their own way the way of wickedneſs, the 
« Lord ſhall lead them forth wit the workers of 1 iniquity '——-And 
yet we are not without many gracious calls, and. encouraging pro- 
miſes. to induce backſliders to repent and do their firſt works. 
« Return, Q backſliding children, ſaith the Lord, and I will hea] 
©. your backſlidings, I will love you freely. Q that you would an. 
| ſwer, as the people did, : behold here we are, we come unto thee, 
'£ for thou art the Lord our God. --lf this be your determination, 
| then as the prophet Hoſea dire&ts, in Chap. 14. © Take with you 
C words, and turn unto the Lord and fay, take away all iniquity, 
s and recelye-us graciouſ] y 3 ſo will we render thee the calves of 
. < our lips.” Chis is the prayer, which ſuits the returning penitent, 
He brings no merit in his hand, as a price for divine favor, —— 
| he has none, and he' is ſenſible of it j——his language is, — 

Take away all iniq 0h _ forgive it - impute 1t not to 
me; | but receive me g ac ouf without money, and with- 
out price, ——- © ſo-will 1 SH thee the calves of my lips; 
—T will offer thee the ſpiritual ſacrifices of praiſe 'and thankſgiy- 
Ung bor thy-undeferyed mercy 

I would not flatter backſliders ; I know their danger 18 great, 

but it is not remedileſs, Therefore let all ſuch return again to 
\ the Lord, and -the . Lord will return unto them ; and *< will be 
©as the dew unto Iirael ; he {hal} grow-as the lily and caſt forth 
© his roots as Lebano1 his fi. bg ſhall ſpread. and his beaut} 
c ſhall be as the olive tree he ſhall return, and revive like the com 
* and grow as the vine.” and bring forth fruit to eternal life. 
that all ſuch would take encouragement trom theſe gracious pro- 
miſes, and this day fly back to God, that their backfliding, M" 
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be healed : leſt they go back by a perpetual backſliding, till theic ' 
ſeat ſtumble on the dark mountain, and plunge into the gulf of e- 
verlaſting perdition. +19 


I ſhall now conclude with ſome 
V£F-L.K:6 ©4-0:.N-5, 


It may be matter of juſt aſtoniſhment, in. the world, that men. 
endued with reaſon and ſelf-love,” and naturally averſe to pain and 
miſery, ſhould be fo hard to be perſuaded to return to God, and 
forſake thoſe 2vays, which, they profeſs to believe, will entail the 
greateſt pain and miſery upon them to all eternity. But the rea» 
fon why it 1s fo hard ta perſuade mankind to this, is, that it 1s ex= 
ceeding hard tq convince them of the evil of ſin in itſelf, and how 
hateful 1t 1s, wn the fight of Gad, -4nd-when any are really alarm» 
ed at the danger of fin, and ſee a neceſlity of turning to God, fore 
ſaking their ſins, and becoming religious, it is {kill hard to convince 
them of another very eſſential requiſite z I mean, that they are be/p= 
leſr, as well as guilty and condemned. Many in our day profeſs to 
be converted, and are dubbed converts by others, who, I am per- 
ſuaded, were never truly convicted either of the one or the other, 
Hence 1t 1s that their goodneſs has been as the mrning cloud, and 
early dew. They make a great blaze for a while, and are puffed 
out at a breath, and leave a horrid ſtench behind them, which 
proves ſuffocating and offenſive to many others. Inftances of this 
fort have been matter of ſurprize and wonder alſo, But it 1s not 
at all ſyrprizing to me, that a lamp without oil ſhould foon go out. 

. Had thele profeſſors ever felt the burden of fin, ſeen its odrous nature, 
and deſtrufive conſequences —their own helpleſſneſs, and the inſuffict- 
ency of their own. righteouſneſs ſor their Juſtification, —and had '. 
cloſed with Chrift as the Lord their righteouſneſs, and the Lord their 
itrengthy—their profeſſion would not have been ſo fleeting and mo- 
mentary, And wholoover is enlightened to ſee their guilt in the _ 
manner juſt mentioned, will ſtand in need of no farther perſuaſions 
to turn to the Lord. FT OI 
. To make you ſenhvle of theſe things, has been the drift of my 
{ermons and lakers among you, 'Phough, alas! they have not had 
t!ne deſired effect 61 the multitude ; yet, I bieſs God, that they, 
aye not proved abortive to all. We havea goodly number. which 
ean witneſs, what I have ſaid, reſpeQing convition. of fin and 
their own inſuſliciency, and know that Chriſt is precious to their 
fouls, and can ſincerely thank and praiſe God, that they have not 

wickedly departed from him. And that Jeſus on whom they rely, 


a 
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and to whom they ack; by watchfulneſs and prayer, for.conſtant 
ſupport, and ſupplies of wiſdom and grace, is able to keep them 
from falling, and to preſent them faultleſs in the preſence of God, 
at the laſt day. 
Ye happy fouls —you are my only comfort, 1athe midſt of all 

my. anxieties, ſorrows, and diſcouragements, on account of your 
poor unconverted brethren, who {tl remain 1n the gall-of bitterneſs 
and bond of iniquity. | Stand faſt in the Lord, and be ſtrong .n the 
power of his might." And as Aaron and Hur {tayed up the hands 
of Moſes! ſo do ye hold up my hands, by your prayers for the ſuc. 
ceſs 'of my mrniſtry, an the converſion of the hearers. You well 
know the deplorable ſtate of blind, inpenitent finrers. for you 
were once in the ſame condition; = O'lift up your hearts'to God, 
this moment, -and beſtege heaven with your earneſt fupplications, 
that he would bow the heavens, and come down-—fill thig. houſe 
with his'power and preſence and 'nm:te the place of his feet glorious. 
Who, that loves God —that is acquainted with the evil---the dan- 
gerous nature, and damning conſequences of fin, and look: over 
this large congregation, and ſees the faces 'of ſo many of your neigh= 
bours and acquaintances, who are yet in the broad way 'to. hell, 
can withhold a prayer at this time ? A prayer—that it would * 
pleaſe the eterfiil God to'open their blinded eyes—turn thenr from 
darkneſs"to light—from the power of Satan to God, that they may 
/ receive forgiveneſs" of fins, and an inheritance among all that are 
ſanfAtified, by faith in our Lord' Tefus' Chriſt. 

And now, Sinners, what are your wink. *re and\determinations? 
Are alt your hearts bowing” to the Lord ?—And is this filent pure 

oa forming wm every breaſt; —* that you will go ſolemnly. from 
-—+ this houſe, to ſome: re'ired place, in your chamber ar in the 

« groves, and there caſt yourſelves down on your knees, or prot- 
* trate or the ground, +in humble cries and groans for mercy, grace 
« and filvation 2” Are you determined'to live no longer eltrang- 
ed'from God—or in ſuch a ftate,\ in which if you ſhould die, you 
muſt be baniſhed from the preſence of the Lord, and dwelt with 
fiends and 'damried ghoſts throughout an endleſs duration! —— 
The all pervaning eye 18 now penetrating every heart, and fees every 
ſecret purpoſe there. And ſhou'd it diſcover one man careleſs and 
undetermine1 in this reſpe&t—what would be the ſentence on. 
him ?—bard, and incorrigible—heaven daring and bell deſer ving,== 
— theſe epithets may. be juſtly ' beſtowed on ſuch a. hardened 
_ wtetth. 

But TI would hope that there 1s not a ſoul ſo careleſs and un. 
 movee within.the ſound of my voice. Were ye now to. ſpeak 
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out your preſent ſentiments and deſire one to another, would it 


not be expretfed. in the language of © the people of 01d ?—Come let 
O that there, were ſuch an heart in you 


be the happy effeQt of this plain 


us return unto the Lord. 
—and that ſuch a purpoſe may, 
ſermon, - Amen. 
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Some Observations, Refletions, Kc. on Lot's. 
.. Flight out of Sodom, 
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GENESIS xix, 17. aged <7 4 / 


And it came to paſs, that when they had brought them forth abroad, 
that he faid : E/cape for thy life ; leok not behind thee ; neither Ray 
theu in all the Plain ; Eſcape to the Mountain, left thou be conſum. 
ed. 


My BRETHREN ;— 


HE decree of God is gone forth ;—and the world, in which 
wed yell is devoted to the flames of a boundleſs conflagra- 
tion. —The earth on which we tread,—* the cloud.capp'd towers, 
* the gorgeous palaces,' and all the lofty ſtruQures of ſtate, reared 

_ with ſo much magnificence, and profuſe extravagance. by the pride 
. of kings, will become fuel, and ſerve to augment the general blaze. 
Yea, the whole terraqueous globe, and all its contents ; the roar. 
ang ſeas, the ſwelling floods, rapid rivers, ſtanding lakes, and pur. 
ling ſtreams : rocky mouatains, riſing hills, and wide.extended 
plains : the ſpreading trees, mantling vines, and all the luxuriance 
and wanton growth of nature, ſhall be laid in aſhes, by the all, 
conſuming fire. Nor ſhall the planetary hoſts eſcape. Thoſe mighty | 
 orbs, that roll over our heads, and perform their ſtated revolutions 
along the Ipaces of the ſky ; the burning ſun, the changing moon, 
and glittering ſtzrs, ſhall fall from their exalted ſpheres. mingling 
blaze with blaze Of this we are frequently reminded in the 
ſacred volume, and the confideration thereof might draw off our 
| "pag from things ſo fleeting and uncertain ; and excite us to 
. Jet our affeCtions, and our purfuits upon ſomwbing more durable, 
permanent and ſubſtantial ;—even, * an inheritance incorrupuble 
* and that undefiled and fadeth. not away. Behold a day cometh, 
£ that fhall burn as an oven ; and all the proud, . yea, all that do 
£ wickedly, ſhall be as ſtubble, and the day that cometh ſhall burn 
6 them up ; it ſhall leave them neither root nor branch,” The ſun 
of righteouſneſs, with indignation, ſhall tread down the wicked, 
and they ſhall be as aſhes under the ſoles of his feet, 


9 
.. £4 be tne enu vi ims world, and its ungodly inhabitants; 
.ad this will be our doom, m this particular, unleſs we fly, inſtant. 
ly fly to ſome. ſafe retreat, ſome eity of refuge, where we may be 
ſafe from the deſcending ſtorms of eternal vengeance, And con. 
fidering the great importance of this flight, the difficulties that ma 
attend it, ard the uncertainty of the time of life, in which it wal 
| be made, or never ; ſurely. every oneamuſt be convinced. that we 
have-not a moment's ſpace to linger. or delay, left death or judg« 
ment overtake us, in an impenitent ſtate,.. and we be conſumed, in 
the overthrow of. the devoted world -In thi, view, I would ad» 
dreſs you. in the words of the text., 4 Rſcape for thy life ; look 
+ not behind thee : neither ſtay thou in all the, plain; eſcape to 

« the. mountain, leſt thou be conſumed.” | | 
If,any of /us periſh. ..it will not be for want of means to eſcape, 
or a City of refuge to flee unto, All. proper means are provided 
in the Goſpe) ;. and the Lord Jeſus is a huuſe of defence, to which 
we may flee and be ſafe. Nor fhall we perith for lack of warning. 
No ; God, who is.not willing any ſhould periſh. always gives 
warning, before he ſtrikes the blow, We have repeated warning 
throughout the whole {criptures.=—All the threatnings, in the Bt. 
ble, are but ſo many gracious admonitions. to flee the wrath to 
come. We alſo find, that whenever God was about to bring 
evil upon a city or nation, his warning yoice was always firſt {ent 3 
that, in caſe, the people would repent and turn from their wicked. 
neſs, the threatning ſhould not take place. 'Thus Jonah, was ſent 
to warm the Ninevites ; they harkened to the prophet's -yoice ; 
they proclaimed-a faſt, repented in ſackcloth, and thus eſcaped the 
vengeance.. . Righteous Lot warned the Sodomites, and the cities 
of the plain of their approaching fate: But they. regarded not the 
admonition, and therefore wrath came down upon them - their ci. 
tics were overthrown, and all the impenitent inhabitants periſhed; 
—Let us be. warned by their example,—and eſcape for our life, &c, 

This piece of ſacred-hiſtory, reſpeAing Sodom, was ne doubt left. 
upon. record for our leatning : examples of vengeance and of grace. 
are recorded for our admonition upon whom the ends of the world. 
are come» And if we attend to this portion of ſcripture, and view 
| it, in all its circumſtances, I doubt. not but we nay. derive fuch* 
almonition from it, As may redound to our ſpiritual adyantage., 

In the beginning of the chapter, we are to'd of the arrival of two 
angels at Sodom, on a fine evening, when Lot was fitting at the 
p2te of the city. —— The pious man, long confined among un- 
godly citizens, and much grieved by their filthy converſation and 
unlawful deeds, ſeeing theſe celeſtial viſitants coming forward, and 
deholding, no doubt, an unuſual air of ſanCtity in their appearance, 


_ 
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riſes un, and goes forth to meet them. Such viſitants were very 
rare at Sodom, which rendered their company ſo much more wel- 
come to Lot. 

And here I would obſerve, that thoſe who are truly religious 
-themfelves, are always peculiarly fond of the-company and conver-= 
fation of fu a3 are partakers of like precious faith. Thoſe are 
their: intimate friends'and' choſen companions, whoſe talking 1s of 
Chriſt, and delight-to'dwell on the wonders'of redeeming love and 
mercy; and to tel] what God has done for their fouls.” The Plalmiſt 
files th-- Saints, the excellent ones of the earth, in whom was his de. 
Tight : arid he calls thofe that- feared \God,-to come near him, that 
"os might have the pleaſure of telling them, »at God-had dene /or | 
$1; Jorl "But on the other hand, the company of wicked. and-pro. 
fane perſons-1s always fatigumg Ind burdenfome'to the-pious : fo 
that when.--at any tyme, neceffary buſineſs confines them but atew 
hours among ſuck,” -they ſeem out-of their element, they are griey= 
.<d and *'wounded, Put the company of Jively, communicative ' 
Chriſtians cheers'the- heart, an4 difluſes life and vigour through 
\ the ſoul. Fo dalitht in the company: of | ungodly -men, and to 
.choole ſuch fer NN ORIIN 18 a {cripture mark --6t-an UnConverted 
-ftate. -See Pſ. -1.-1 3. | 

Lot invites theſe men-to go home with 'him and: terry all night, 
A good mart is piven-to hoſpitality - and will be ever fond to en. 
-tertain a: Chriſtiare broth :cr,, with a cheerful Jiberality,  Howun- 
chriſtian Jike is itto corfne all our Cares. within the contraQtetl 
circle of our own private families : regardleſs of our fellow: moitals 
in diſtreſs. ard unwilling to epen the hoſpitable door to refreſh the 
"bowels, or reſt the hmb3 of the-hungry or weary traveller. Yet, 
are there not ſuch to. be ſound among us: 2nd who with to be 
thought good-Chriſtians ? «4 pray you, ſays Lot, «turn into 
. your fervant's-houfe, and tarry all night.” "Theſe ſtrangers, at firſt 
leem to be unwilling: to. accept the invitation, and 16ply, Nay, but 
ve will abide m the [t-ect all mght. Vere it may be remarked, that 
it is f2r from being prudent to comply with any invitation-too haſ- 
| ty, leſt, at ſome time, we ihouid meet with' ſuch cempary and 
.entertainment, as might do much injury to the foul, and attord 
great caule to repent of ſuch rainneis. 

But-whatever might .be the motive of theſe men, 4u thus declin- 
ing the firſt invitation, we find, upon the ſecond, they comp!y- 
For, upon their refuſal, Lox « prefſec greatly upon. them, as if de- 
termmed to take no denial : and then * they turned in.unto'bim” 

Thus the bleſhngs of grace, which /God-promiſes and'freely be. 
tows on his: people, are much ſuſpeuded on their earneſt and re- 
peated prayers. And whea iuners are induced to © prels their pe- 


— 


203 
titions, and cry mightily to God, in frequent prayer, it 15 a graci= 


ous (gn, and their petitions cr mercy hall be granted : for the 
Lord will be found: of them, that. dil; gently {>ok'him. 

Some, poor, dejected believer alſo, un the coid night of aeſertion, 

may. be ſaying, * I am caſt out of his preſence, I thall no more be- 
« ho!d the light of. God's face. Will the Lord abſenthimſfelf for. 
« ever, and will. he he no more _intreated , ?—-Has he. forgotten to. 
© be gracious, has he ſhut up the bowels of his compatihon tor e 
«yer ? 1 go; momnzag (27 bu the ſun,;.I. walk. through dark. 
e\places, heany. and diſconlſolate, while the comforter, that. ſhould 
relieve map ſoul, 18 far from me” Bur \ti!l preſs on :.and for your 
comfort,, O diſconſolate fou!,. hear. the kiad aflurances of.a merci- 
fl and faichful God-:;.+ [i hey that. wait on the Lord ſhall renew. 
« their ſtrength. The viſion is for.an appointed- time, though It 


+ tarry, Wait for.1t ;, for it- ſhall come ; it will not tarry,' bey ond 


the fatteſt time. v ne Taſe of the deſerted ſpouſe (Cant. 1. 1, *, 
might Be fimiiar, to. yours. * By might. on my bed, ſaid ſhe, 1 
ought him whom my foul loveth : I. ſought. him, but I.fouud. 
Chim not. This. indeed was a lazy. prayer, made, while iying in. 
bed, and it 15 not wonderful, that no. better ſucceſs. attended it. 
02e therefore. reſalves to.be: more. ative. and fervent ; 1-will a> 
(riſe now and go about the city,.and ſeek him whom my. ſoul 1o- 
« veth Yet, after meeting with many. diſhiculties,.and difaps 
poirements, ſhe. returns _ the ſame... melancholy. ſtrain in 6] 

* ſought him, but I found. him not.; She ſtill. perſeveres, maugre, 
all 1fcouragement z. and now ſhe proceeds but. a little, way, Per. 
haps in the.next dury. the found him, whom-the loved ;3,She caught; 
him 1n the:arms of her faith and love ; *She held him, and would: 
not let-himgo:- Follow this exampie, and-I doudt not, but you 
will meet with the ſame ſuccets. 

But to return. . Lot brought the men home and entertained them. 
@ But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men o£ 
© Soddom, compailed the houſe round, both old and young, all the 
c. people: from every quarter..: And they. called unto Lat, and ſaid ; 
6. where. are-the men that came in to.thee, this nignt ; bring. them 
.out that we, may, know. them.” Thoſe angels.came down to iee 
the wickedneſs of-the place, and they. axe now.convinced of it, by 
a {triking, ſpecimen, before their eyes. Aud a wicked place that 
muit needs be, where, the aged ſet.the example of. vice ; for there 
it may be reaſonably. expected, that the youth. wall tollow its 

And is not.this. too-generally the..caſe among us ?—l,fear it is. 
How. many. thouſands of parents are leading the children of their 
own boweis.to hell, by their ungoaly example ? —And are there not _ 
fuch in this aſſembly ?-—Ohb 1}. how many PArUNts are teaching they. 
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children to ſwear, to drink, to cheat, and ſuch like, by the heap. 
ing and ſeeing theſe vices practiſed by them ? How niany/ parents 
have ftill prayerleſs families ? And is't at all likely, my brethren, 
that thoſe young creatures, who inherit a depraved and finful na. 
- ture from you, ſhould learn to fear the Lord, and to perform the 
duties they owe to their Creator, without either precept or exam. 
ple, daily bef6re their eyes? How many parents had rather go 
themſelves, and carry their childreri with them, to the' houſe of 
mirth, than to the houſe of prayer ?—Yea. they can ſpare time to 
go ten or twenty miles to a race, or a dance, when' they will not 
{pare it, to go half the diſtance to hear the word of God !—How. 
many, it would ſeem, had rather hear their children fing a paltry 
ſong, in praiſe of a beautiful maid, or come!y youth, than hymns 
and pſalms of praiſe to God and the Lamb ? that take more pains 
to learn them to dance, than to teach them how fallen and corrupt 
they are by nature, and the awful danger they are in, while in an 
unconverted ſtate ?—More anxious to ſee them capable of making 
a genteel bow to a fellow-worm than to ſee them bow their knees 
tn prayer to the God of Heaven. Let their children fail to riſe and 
bow to any gentleman that ſhall come into their preſence; and they 
ſhall hear of it with both their ears; but if they ſhall ſtand, and ftare, 
and gaze'the whole time of divine ſervice, and aCt, as if it was be- 
neath them to bow before the Moſt High, they will meet with no 
rebuke at all :.or at moſt, with a flees" one, than Eli gave his fons, 

And while ſuch is the poſture of religious affairs, we-may juſt- 
ly cry out, O the wickedneſs of this place z ſurely the cry thereof 
- has reached up—to Heaven. 

But to. return to the men of Sodom. O!d and young Tarkcund the 
houſe. * And Lot went out of the door to them; and ſhut the 
« door after him.” He ſeeks to divert them from their criminal 
purpoſes, and argues with them in meekneſs and love. * I pray 
you do not ſo wickedly.” He pleads the laws of hoſpitality, and 
begs that-thoſe men may ſuffer no violence under his roof. Buc-the 
men of the city are exaſperated by his perſu.fions, and break out 
into viru/ent FRYE IRONY, and threatenings againſt him. *< "Stand 
back,” ſay they ; —* This one fellow came in to ſojourn among us, 
£ and he will needs be our judge.” \ judge !——how ? — was it not 
evident they were doing wrong ? — But ſo it is with Gnners now, 
The godly and miniſters of the Goſpel would now perſuade fin- 
ners to turn from the evil of their ways, and not perſiſt ia fin to 
the deftiructiqn of their precious fouls ;—they argue with them and 
beg them to confider the danger of a ſinful life, aud betake them- 
Telves.to the dutics of religion. They go out to them, and follow them 
with intreaties, and peed for their ry When, verhaps, the beſi 
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returns they receive for this kind offices, are ill language and abuſe. 
« What ” ſay they, © are you to be our judge ? pray mind' your. 
« ſelf, you are not to anſwer for what we do.” Nor do the min- 
iſters of Chriſt, who faithſully preach and reprove, meet often with 
much better language, at lealt behind their back. « This one fet 
« low, fay they, © has come in ta ſojourn among us, and he will 
« be our judge.” If we mind what he ſays, we are all to go-to hell. 
© What new. doQtrine, what ſtrange religion 1s. this ? What are 
« we to be controuled in our pleaſures by him ?”? So it was -in So- 
dom, they retorted upon Lot, * and came near to break the door,!* 
i; if determined to perpetrate their curſed deſtgn, at all hazards: 
Men often when reproved in kindneſs, are rather emboldened in 
taeir ſin, and, devil like, do worſe, inſtead of better.. to ſhow of 


, what undaunted ſpirits they are, and how much they deſpiſe the 


reproof and the reprover. , 50 it was in Sodom, they now came 
near to break the door, and ruſh in with lawleſs violence, whereas, 
before, they only demanded the rygen to be brought out. | 

© But the men pulled Lot in, and ſhut the door.' + Happy is the 
man, who has the Lord for his God. - He, that truſteth the care 
of his life and ſoul in the hand of the Lord Jeſus, ſhall, at laſt, reft 


ſecure, where the wicked ceaſe from troabling, and the weary en. 


joy eternal repoſe. «* And they ſmote the men with blindneſs, at 
© the door of the houſe, fo that they wearied themfelves to find the 
© door.” © Such a fignal inſtance of divine wrath inflicted, at ſuch a 
time, one would have thought, muſt have ſtopped ther mad career, 
and put an end to their abominable deſigns, But ſuch is the infa- 
tuating nature of fin, that though the Lord ſmite finners with a rod 
of iron, yet are their hearte fully ſet in them to do evil. | "They 
wearied themsetves to find the deor, as if determined, 1n ſpite of God 
or man to hold on their way And thus it is with poor finvers 
now, The Lord warns them by his word, ſmites them with lofles, 
crofles, fickneſs aud bereavements, yet how few, by all this,” are 


brought to repent of their wickedneſs, or aſk, where is God my 


Maker, Tho g19eth longs 1n the night ? | | Ages 
And now Lot is tnformed of the divine purpoſe toward that city, 
{ The men ſail n:1to Lot, haſt thou any here belides ? —Son 1n law, 
© and ſons,* and thy daughters, and whatſoever thou haſt in this 
( city. .—bri:iz -them out of it:1s place, for we will deſtroy this 
' place, beciuſe the cry of them is waxen great before the face of 
© the Lord, aid the Lord hath ſcent us to deſtroy it.” Lot believ- 
ed the report, and accordingly haſtens, without delay, to warn his 


" 


kinſmen, and thoſe that married his daughters, of their dangerous 
' ttuation. And no ſooner does he mee with them, but he breaks 
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and the ſtrong ſenſe he had of their danger ;-—* Up, get. you out of 
« this place, for the Lord will deſtroy it.” And will not all thoſe, 
who cordially believe the declarations of God's word, relpeCling 
that deſftruQion, juſt. ready to fall on. the impenitent, and _uncon. 
verted, be greaily concerned for the ſafety of their own fouls, and 
the ſors of others ? Surely they. will. —It is uabelief that renders 
ſo many careleſs and inaQtive, about their. own. eyerlaitting concerns, 
and theeternal intereſts of their dear families.and friends: | O Sirs, 
did you feriouſly believe the divine report, —that this word, and 
its rebellious inhabitants are, unleſs they repent, devoted to an ever. 
ſting deſtruftion, from the preſence ofthe Lord and the glory of 
_ his power :. you could not reit.in.the filthy Sodom of fin, or. bear 
- the tHought, that your dear children aud re 2tives {ould continue. 

ma a ſtare of ſuch awful dapger, as too. many, E fear, arein-at this 

moment... And ſurely rinifters)can.,never b2 too, urgent and war. 
in their adoreſlzs to, the conſcicnces of-:nen... Dhe weighty errand, * 
on which we are ſens, requires all the, kknportunity imaginable, 
Our moit compuTi>2ate..diſcourſes, and prethng. exhortations ta'l. 
far ſhort of what the, importance of .the caſe requires. Lo ipeak 
in cold blood, or in-a anguid train, where immortal fouls are con= 
cerned, and life and death; : Heaven and ieil the grand theme, 18 
a. plain indication that the preacher-has littie ſenſe of th-te, momens, 
tous realities; on. his own heazt z- ar, that he does not- fir:nly_be- 
lieye his awn words Dear Sirs ; {declare unto you from the word 
of: truth, that your ſouls are: in jeopardy every moment, while you. 
are Chriltleſs and unregenerate; that the vengeance of Almigaty. 
GodG 1s ready:to. be poured down.on your. guilty. and: defencylels. 
Heads.; and you have. no time to trifle or delay. Up, theretore, 
get yeu out of this Tate, leſt ye beeternaily. deitroyed. — —Thus ur- 
gent was Lyt, wich his friends, to eſcare- but a temporal deſtruc. 
tion. But he ſeemed unto them as one that micked, They thought 
him mad,. or difordered in his brain, 'or that what he faid-was the 
efect of x heated imagination ;_ and ſo laughed at his fears. , And 
many. wretched iou's can now laugh at the threatnings ofthe Jaw, 
and deipile. the invitations of the. Goſpe!,, who. in a very: little 
white, may, be weeping and wailing it-hell, It 18 no-uncommon 
thing, for the deſptifers and neglecters of the Goſpel, to freat4aiths« 
ful miniſters, a, if they were but viſionaries and enthuſiaſtso; and, 
becautle they fee.no danger, at preſent, put off the fear ofa fururo 
reckoning. Thus the Sodomites wouid believe no danger ; the fry 
_ was clear, and the air ferene ; and nothing like a ſtorm appeared 
Blind fenſe and reafon pronounced there could be no ſuch dangers 
when it. was even then at their doors. "Thus finners, ia the day ot 
Belt and. profperity, vut the evil day afzr oF, think there is time 
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<nough.: and continue to indulge themſelves} in ſinful pleaſures, 


= when lo} the black night of death comes on, and overwhelms 


them, invas hopeleſs miſery 2s the devils in the infernal pit. 
«And when the morning adds. then the angels haſtened; Lot, 
« ſaying. ariſe, take thy wife and thy two” daughters, -which are 
< here; leſt thou be comſumed'in the-iniquity.of the'ciry,” I'hough 
ſuch of his cliitdren as were married, and ſatled in houſes of their 
own, might think themſelves diſcharged from filial obedience: 'yet 
thoſe in their minority, or ſtil] under | his immechate iaſpeEtiong 
muſt be ſubject to. his*controul ;/ he-may force. a compliance with 
every good and-reaſonable injun®t! on. .And if parents,” inſtead of 
indulging, woud, by poſitive-command, prohibit” their-chitdren 
from: the-tents. of vngodl: neſs and cotrupting company, it might be 
a bappy 'means.ot. taving: tacin fromoein 2 deliroyed inthe iniqui- 
ty of others, i 2 en 
© And while he lingered,:the men laid hold pon” his hand, &ec; 
© The - Lord being merciful anto.tm 5 and [they brought them 
forth. and-{et them without the city.% Behold here, and ſee'the 
weakneſs of man, and the coodnefs of - God! Notwithſtanding 
.the warning 1.ot had roneived aad the confidence he had im the 
truth-of i, fo that he had called preffingly upon others, "Up; get 
©y0u out-of this place; for the-Lord will deltroy 1t ; 'pEtarOwr;Þ | 
-lome worldly. conſideration, his faith 18-ſo-wearened, 'that he 1in- 
pers himſelf. '.-Loth ro depart as would ſeem, and eave his 
goods behtad him. Worldly things are -mfnarrg to: the hearts, 
:even of good men; and cauſe raany awakened ſouls to hager an4 
Clay : loth they are to give up ſuch and ſuch gratifications to deny 
themſebves the pomps: pleaſures and vanities of this enchanting 
world, to take up their croſs, and follow the dear.Refcemer with 
-out ths camp,' bearing his reproach. Many a foul has been great- 
y alarmed, on account of fin; conſcience -has plainly told - them. 
they muſt revent or they muſt be damned. And yet through the 
Prevalence-of the world, and -old companions, they \have {tifled 
:£Onviction and lingered.in their Gangerous ſtate. ' Or if they have 
taken a few ſte; 22S, they ave lo%ked. back, unwilling to part v with 
their jovialeompanions, and faful cuſtoms - and thus, being en. 
tangled, they have it epped {or: of a true converſion and plunged 
22am into the mire -ci wn, 2:14 ther iait Rate 13 wotle than the 
rit, 
3.ot lingered, but the men (nd bold of his and, and drmght him 
out, A great mercy indeed } 'Dtze Lord does truly pluck finners, 
as brands, 'out of tho burning, $0 itrong is the propenlity of fal- 
let man to 45 ang the pleatures of [enje, that the power of God 
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oblolutely neceflury to dra of his heart from” carnal objects, 
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and fet his affeftions on things above. to ....o diviae powers we 
, muſt look and fervently pray. - a tus: dar 
* And it came to paſs, when they had brought them forth abroad, 
* that he ſaid, Eſcape for thy life ;- look not behind thee, neither 
« ſtay thou in all the plain, eſcape to the mountain, left thou be 
* conſumed * Were ever words more preſſing and urgent ? #/cape 
for thy rfe, &c. and ſhould not every miniſter be equally, nay-more 
urgent. and. preſſing on poor finners, -- whoſe danger 13 1nfintely 
preater, to fly from fin, and the thunders of Sinai, to the mouritain 
of refuge, the LORD JESUS CHRIST ? af 6 6917 

© And Lot ſaid, O not ſo, my. lord 3 behold thy ſervant hath 
© ſound grace'in thy fight, and thou hat magnited thy. mercy in 
6 ſaving my-life ; and IT cannot eſcape: to the mountain, leſt ſome 
© evil overtake: me, and I'die.? . Lot, in this requeſt,. diſcovers, a 
degree of weakneſs and unbelief, as if the fame power and mercy, 
that fayoured him thus far, in warning, and bringing, him but of 
the devoted city, could not till proteQt him, or'withhold the ſtorm 
till he 'had made his eſcape. But-fin' renders men timid, Lot 
knew that he had lingered in the city, contrary ro the divine com. 
mand, and\now he is ſeized with a panic and fears he has not time 
left him to reach the mountain, How cautious ought Chriſtians 
ro be of the leaſt fin.-whether of omiſſion or commiſhon. How- 
ever he acknowledges the Lord's mercy to him, and from his recent | 
favors, takes ſome encouragement to aſk another. 

© Behold now,' ſays he, © this city is near to flee unto, and it 
© is 2 little one. Olet me eſcape thither, and my ſoul ſhall live.” 
This little ciry, with the reſt. was threatened with deſtruction. but 
at the interceſſion of Lot, it is ſpared, and granted to him. as a city 
of refuge. * I will not deſtroy this city, for the which thou haſt | 
«* ſpoken ' O Lord, how great are thy mercies ] |; and how abun» 
dantly manifeſted here, in ſo readily yielding to this petition of thy 
poor diſtraſtful ſervant. © 'The prayer of a righteous man availeth 
* much.” Tt prevailed here, even to the ſalvation of a city. Good 
men ought to be'greatly prized. They are the pillars of a ſtate or 
kingdom, had there been only ten righteous ir all the URLS 1he 
plain, God wou!d have ſpared them/all, for the ten's jake. But are 
they ſo accounted. by the generality? No, they are uſually called 
the troublers of Iſrael, and the diſturbers of the peace, becaule 
they would perſvade men to leave their fins, and flce the wrath to 
come. 

«I will not ceſtroy this city, hafte thee, and eſcape thither, for 
« T cannot do ary thing, till thou become thither.! God's. hands, 
-are bound, it ſeems till his ſervant Lot is ſafe. Ahd does not this 
conſideration afford ſtrong conſolation to all his ſincere pep! 
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25, tor whole ſecurity he has bound himfelf, by many a gracious 
Jromiſe, © Tho' the earth be moved, and the mountains be caſt 
« into the ſea, yet the Lord of hoſts is with them, and the God of 
« Jacob is their refuge.” © Let this encourage you, O ye humble fol- 
lowers of the Lamb, to truſt inthe Lord, and to wait' upon him 
with your petitions; for though your prayers may be weak, and 
mixed with-doubt and trembling z- yet the Lord knows how to pity 
your weakneſs, and compaſſionate your infirmities. Lite as @ /a« 
ther pitieth his own children," ſo the Lord will pity thoſe that fear him. 
Let the precious promiſes of the Goſpel be your ſupport and truſt, 
daily plead them in prayer ſincere : wg he will not Lal of' any word 

on which he hath cauted you to:hope. 

* The ſun was rifen upon the e>rth when Lot entered iiito Zoar. 
© Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah; brimſtone 
« and fire out of Heaven, and overthrew thoſe cities, and that which 
$ erew upen the Pn F 

Chis was the fatal day for the deſtrution of thoſe ungodly 
towns, But as yet there is not the leaſt appearance of any'danger. 
See, the ſun riſes bright and clear, without an interpoling cloud: 


he ſhines from the eaſt, and all nature ſmileg-under his prolific rays. 


Safe in their fooliſh confidence, —Lot's flight afford matter of freſh 
ridicule to the citizens'of Sodom, whule they welcome in the jo= 
tund day, as'they thought. 


But when men are ſaying peace and  [afety, then ſudden deſtruce ' 


tion cometh upon them, as on. a wonlan i:; travail, and they ſhall 
pot eſcape. This moment the ſun ſhone bright upon the plain, — 
but, behold now, his face is covered, black. diſmal clouds inter= 
cept his cheering beams ; the big ſtorm riſes, thickens, and hangs 
dreadfully incumbent over their heads, 'Seei! the clouds rock with 
threatening commotion ; the forked lightnings glare, the burſting 


thunders rollthe Heavens blaze. with darting firez—the ſul 1h wok 


0us flames deſcend, and the ſmoaking cities ſend. up=their its 


groans and expiring cries, —— Too late, a'as'! ro-cry for mercy; 


when the time of judgment is come.-== O, dear immorral ſouls, 


_ tnark the end of ſinners, and their vain confidences. The vengeance 


of God vill overtake them, in this, or a future world. © Their judg- 


ment, a a bs tzme, lingeretb xt, and their datrnation- ſhunberetE not. 


The ſame 


ord Jeſus, who is the proteCtor of thoſe, who, like Lor, 


+ believe in him, will judge and deſtroy thoſe, who, like Sodom, re« 


- And, -oh, what a feat= _. 
tul thing to fall unto the hinds of the living God | «< He will rain  \. 


je& his ſalyation and deſpiſe his warning. - 


* down upon, the wicked, ſnares, . fire: and brimſtone, ſtorm and 
* tempeſt, this ſhall be the portion of their cap.” Sudden as a ſnare 


Will it ſeize you, O ſinners z _ ten thouſand times more Baxaihley 
| 4. | 
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than the vindiQtive ſtorms which. broke:upon theſe davoted c:tjeg, | 
ſhall the tempeſt be, that will overtake the contemners of God's 
warning voice, in the law, and melting calls of redeemipg ove; in 
the Goſpel. The ſcorching flames and furious blait of divine dif. 
pleaſure, muſt beat upon thy guilty ſoul, -O ſinner, with anguiſh 
unutterable and eterval. « This ſhall be the -poxtion- of their Cup, 
The ſweet draughts of fin, which now intoxicate you, will put.in.. 
to' your-hand the cup of trembling, as your bitter portion for ever 
and ever. Fooliſh, vain, intonfiderate mortals. can now -make x 
- mock. at fin, or ſport themſelyes with it : yea, even glory in their 
horrid exploits cf drunkenneſs, debauchery, ſwearing, and ſuch 
hke-: but; O firs, if you perfiſt, you will, find it a dreadipl thing, 
when you feel, with -Sodom, the vengeance of eterna fire. Judge 


verſe 7— 


© But his wife looked back from behind him. and ſhe became a 
pillar. of falt.' - This circumſtance is truly affeqing. Only four 


The infere 
of the text 
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Eſcape for thy life. Dear firs, your life, your «ternal life, 'the 

life of your ſouls is in danger, in the moſt awful hazard, while you 
continue'in the filthy Sodoni of an unconverted ſtate, You areex- 
poſed to the curſe of the broken law, and the gloomy clouds of di- 


yine wrath are brooding oyer your heads, ready-to bregk down. it - 
vollies of vengeful thunder. Eſcape from this dangerous ſtate and | 
condition, leſt you be deſtroyed with the impenitents-of this guilty || 
world. Look not behind thee. Do not hanker after'the pleaſures of | 
this yain world, which muſt ſoon be laid in athes ;- and-could-not, * 
though you had. the whole at command, make you happy, . or be ® - 
fuitab'e portion for the immortal. ſpirit. Stay not thou-int all. the plain. * 
Let not the company of the giddy cauſe you''to ſtop a moments 
while the avenger of blood is purſuiog, and may overtake you before 


- 
"5s ww x : - by 
+ 4 7 » F y 
Pd To - 7 
. | P 
_ pl : Ly : 
"b; " , an. tl 91 
pra Av 1 d : 
" #? w o 4% 
4 4 
. m— 
, $i 
- 
- 
' 


4 . 
*. - 


\ 

| 211 

6u reach the city of refuge. Eſcape to the mountain, the righ. 

teouſneſs and/{trong proteCftion of. Jeſus Chriſt, Left ye b& conjum. 

4 Leſt you be ſwallowed up in the flames of wrath; and the- 
ſmoke of your torrent aſcend from the pit, forever and ever. 

My brethren,. you- may hear theſe awful warnfngs now, with 
much-iftdifference, and” unconcern;” and I may appear to you, as 
Lot did to his crti Zetis, as one that mocketh ; one mad, melan-' 
choly, or overheated with'the tumes'of enthuſiaſm. | But I believe - 
the word'o7* rhe T-ord, that it ſhall be, eyen as. he has ſpoken —and-- 
therefore my concerts for your fouls makes me_ thus urgent and. 
preflinig'on you to atiſe, and flee for yeur life, leſt death overtake 
you, while you are lingering um the' city of deftfuftion, and you, 
too late, repent of your folly. _ O'firs,- it will be too late to think-: 
of eſcaping the judgments of the Lord, when the great day of his 
wrath is come. Then indeed you would fly to the mountains, and 
call upon tlie rocks and hills to hide you from the face'of him that 
fitteth on the! throne. and from the wrath of the Lamb. But, O, 
what rock or mountain can defend you, when the day of vengeance * 
is come ? No eſcaping then, no city of refuge, and the voice of 
:rning, and the caFi's' of mercy are heard no more. Therefore, .. 
now-take warning, while the melting ſtrains of mercy are ſounding 
hrough the filver trumpet of the Goſpel, while Jeſus invites, be» 
eeches and intreats. He kindly lays before you the direful conſe- 
quences of {in and 1mpenitence, his bowels of compaſhon yearn 
yer you, he expoſtulates with you, and aſks, 1v/5y will ye. dre, Q- 
bouſe of Iſrael ? He offers you pardon for all your fins, to help and. 
ward you to eternal glory, and to inveſt you with that inheritance, 
hich was purchaſed with his own precious blood, And, Q will 
one of theſe things move you ? Are you determined like wicked 


Sodom, to hold on your courle, and follow the way of your own 
earts ? Ah 
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And is there no remedy? Is it ia vain to ſpeak to you—Then let 
ne turn my voice to God. Lat found favor, and by his JOE ſaved 
ne little city, And who can tell, but the ears of the Lord may be 
: Ween to my prayer, while I am interceding for you,” s And now, 
) thou fountain of mercy, have compaſhon on this congregation, 
nd their ſouls ſh..ull live. pep the ears and ſoften the hearts of 
ele poor obſtinate ſinners, #07 whom all our warnings "and in. 
eaties have been 111 vain. O Lord Jeſus, thou Saviour of loft men, 
ave mercy on theſe ſouls, in the depth of their ſecurity, preſump- 
WW and miſery ; | and may thy bload foften'and melt their hearts, 
I thou Spirit of the living God, applythe remedy to thg/e, ſo dear- | 
W bought; bring then to a deep ſenle of their danger—ſeize their. 
{ilciences, and with a holy violence. bring them out of their 
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dangerous ſtate ; O change their hearts, and ſet their affeQions og 
things above.” OE 7 WER - 
What can be the reaſon, my dear creatures, that ſp many of you 
continue unperſnaded to leave your fins, and to fly to Chriſt ?| 
co teſs I am not without my fears. that it may be, in part'owing 
to. me, in that I cannot more ſeriouſly and warmly deliver my mel. 
ſage, and apply the awful truths of God's word, more pungently 
to your heaxts. OQ that T could thirſt more for your ſalvation, and 
pray. more feryently for. it. I have reaſon to be amazed, that my 
heart melteth no more in compaſkon to your precious ſouls ; eſpeci, 
ally when I know not whether 1 ſhall live to give you another warn. 
ing, or you to hear it ; and for ought i know, this ſermon may 
clole my miniſtry SS... 
Therefore. dg hear me-; I pray you confider—look ta eternity, 
look inwargly upon the ſtate of your ſouls—look at the ſhortneſs of 
time, and corufider how the ſmall remnant of your days ſhould be 
ſpent, #þ and be doing, eſcape tor your.lives, while you have time 
and health to fly. —you have no time to ſpare—loat not behind you, 


far nt in all the plain—eſcape to the mountain, leſt ye be conſum- 
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SE R M.O N XV. 


5 On aur. Saviour's temptations in the Wilder« 


} 


MarTr. iv. 1. 


T, Jew WAs ſus led up of the Spirit into the WW ildernsſ+, fo. be onipted 
. of the devul. 


"THIS world, through which the people of God are paſling to 
dh the land of everlaſting joy and-peace, 1s ſo full of troubles 
and perplexities, oppolitions and temptations, that all thoſe, who 
wiſh to get ſafe out-of it, and gain the heavenly relt, had need to 
be well armed with patience and fortitude, and never baſe to watch 
and ſtrive, till, the day of their probation being ended, .they are) 
diſcharged from the conflict, and taken up into the regions above, 
where the wicked ceaſe from troubling; and their weary ſouls en. 
Joy eternal repoſe. 

Chriſtzans are frequently forewarned that trials and idnifold 
temptations muſt be their lot in this pilgrimage ſtate : and there- / 
fore, if theyare wiſe, they will be fore-arned againſt them. The/e 
may be leoked for at all times, and, perhaps, never more fo, than 
1mmediately after believers have been favoured with more than 
ordinary communion with, and acceſs to,, God, bleſſed with a 
right manifeſtation: of divine love and goodneſs, 'and have had 
unuſual intercourſe with heaven 'in the ſacred ordinances of the 
Goſpel.. The pirate will always wiſh to attack the veſſel that 
cm the richeſt freight ; and ſatan's ambition 1s to moleſt, {trip 
and plunder the ſoul that has got the richeſt cargo of grace_and is / 
moſt abounding in © the conſolations of Chriſt, the comforts of 
© love,” and the © fellowſhip of the ſpirit.” But as a foul, at ſuch a 
ſeaſon, may be ſaid to be "a in grace, ſo is he aiſo the ſtronger 
11 the grace of Chriſt J:ſus, and, on this account, the better hs 
pared to repel the aſſaults of the tempter. 

What I have juſt obſerved was realized in the ind of ; our. 
Lord and Saviour. © who was in all points tempted like as we are.” 
He had juſt received a ſignal manjfeſtation from above, the heavy» ' 

ens had parted over his head, as if the everlaſting doors had open« 
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ed wide, and through the cleaving ſkies, the heavenly Dove de- 
ſcended in a hovering motion, and reſted on'his head, and an au- 
dible voice was heard from the celeſtial throne, © This-is my be. 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed.” Phe beloved ſon of God, 
in a peculiar "ſenſe ; not as the angels, who are created ſons of 
light, but the uncreated ſon of God, co-equal and co.eternal with 
| his Father ; his beloved Son, in whom the Father was well plea- 
ſed. No ſooner had he receiyed this glorious atteſtation but, he- 
has to enter the lifts with the devil, that grand and malignant ad-” 
verſary of God and man. Then, immediately after the voice from 
heaven, © was Jeſus led up of the ſpirit into the wilderneſs, ta be 
tempted of the devil, Chriſt Jeſus came into our fallen and ru- 
ined world, not only to make an atonemeat for fin, by his blood 
and to ſupply us with a perfeCt righteouſneſs, that we might me- 
rit heaven, but alſo to leave-us an example in ſuffering, 1n pati- 
ence, aflictions and temptations. as well as in piety, halineſs and 
obedience. What I purpoſe, at this time, is to ſpeak'of the temp- 
' tations, wherewith our Lord was affiulted in the wilderneſs ; and 
the manner in which he obtained the victory over them ; that 
when we are alſo tempted, we may rem agbe”" his exainpie, and 
go, and. do hikewiſe. . 

t. T would call your attention agan to the time, when he met - 
with theſe violent temptations from the evil one/z- and that 1s 1m, 
mediately on-his being anointed with the holy ſpirit, that he might 
be conſtituted and ſet apart /zgally, and in. due form, forthe eve» 
ral offices he ſuſtained and executed as our Redeemer : and was 
hiled with the ſpirit, to enable him to diſcharge the ſame; This 
provoked/the malice and envy of the devil to'the higheſt pitch, al 
his infernal paſſions are in a flame, and he determines to make one 
bolt pulh, in order to defeat the graczous deſign of man's redempti- 
on, by ſeducing and-conquering htm, in whoſe hands the” whale: 
was depoſited, and on whoſe. fidelity the whole was: ſuſpended. 
And nad he ſucceeded in a fing e point, the whole human race had- 
been miſerable to all eternity. All the members would have per- 
hed through the leaſt'default of their federal head, in the cove-- 
nant of grace, as they had already fallen, by the ſacceſs of Satan's: 
temptations on Adam, in-Paradife who was our firſt; parent, and' 

fearral Head, in the: covenant of works. But glory to God, our 
great Redeemer ſtood the ſhock of all hell's fiery darts, «nd nobly- 
yanquithed all the malevolent powers of darkneſs. And therefore 
redemption is this day proclaimed i in our ears. 

_* "2: The place of his temptations was in a- wilderneſs, far remo-» 
ved from the ſociety of men, and all human” aſſiſtance. Here he- 
travelled in the greatneſs of his ffren: zth, ns of the people _ 
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 wasnone to help him, but kis'own arm ſuſtained him /and brought 
falvation. . Many a dear child of God, in their trials, perplexities 

ind temptations from their own families, and the ungodly neigh- 
bouts around them, w::ere they dwell, has been ready tory, with 
the Pſalmift, O that I had wings like a dove 3 for then would I 
flee away and be at reſt; Lo, then would I get me away far off, 
and remain-in the wilderneſs. But if we think to eſcape temptati- , 
0n$, in any; place under the canopy of heaven, we ſhall find our- 
ſelves greatly miſtaken ; for as long as the leaft remainder of {fn 
and corruption 18 left in us. arid there is a devil going avout, like a 
roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may devour, we ſhall never be free 
from temptations, though we ſhou'd be removed to the uttermoſt 
borders of earth, thouſands of miles from the habitatiens and walks 
of men. All true faith muſt be tried, and temptation 1s the fur- 
nace This is ſo neceſſary that it is obſervable, the people ofGad _ 
are never eryoined or direQed to pray. that they may not be temp- ; 
ted, but to/pray that they may not « enter into the temptation. 
Gr:gory-Lopez, who quit all human ſociety, and dwelt ina 
lonely cave, for the ſake of being wholly. devoted to God found 
temptations more ſore and dreadful -in his hermitage, than in any. 
other place. Let us therefore watch and'pray, and faithfully do 
our duty to. God. and man, in that fituation and Rate 'of life, in 
which. Providence has placed us. and-we may confidently; exnect 
the divine proteCtion, and may comfort: ourſelves. in this, -« That” - 
© the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out'of temptations.”- 
And * becanfe thou haſt kept the word of my -patience faith 'the 
' Lord, I alfo+ will keep thee from the hour of temptation :'—(i. 
e.) the Lord will deliver thee from the power of temptation— 
prevent thy being led'into it, ſo as to prove burtful to-thy ſoul. If, . 
on the one hand, we watch and do not heedleſs'y mix in company 
with the ungodly ; and . on the other hand, are diligent in buſineſs, 
and fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord, not all the powers of earth 
and hell ſhall eyer be ſuffered to do us a real and laſting injury. 
9. It is faid that our Lord was led up of the Spirit to be tempted» 
It appears that it-was abſolutely necefſary that he, as'the Reduom- 
er of man, ſhould paſs through thoſe ſevere conflicts,” and violent 
iemptations-: 4 that he himſelf baving ſuffered, being tempted; 
© might be able to-ſuccour them 'that are tempted,” - This give + 
him, if I may be allowed the expreſſion a /ellow feeling for his 
members in the church militant ; ſo thathe is © touched with the | 
; teeling of -Our infirmities,” as he *was in all points tempted like 
, W'we are” Being therefore prepared for the attack, by the plen.. 
of. the Holy Spirit, he is led up by 2 divine impulſe to meet 
8 antagoniſt, Here ke ebcained a fignal victory, though under 
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every Ciſadvantage, ard being made perfe&t through thſe , a5 well 
as his other ſufferings, he became the author of eternal ſalvation 
to all that obey him, 

4.. T ſhall now conſider the ſeveraf temptations. as they lie in 
o1der. Our Lord had faſted forty days and forty nights.” "Lis not 
1mprobable, but his human nature, through the unmeaſured fulnefs 
of the ſpirit, might be ſo wrought on and affected, as not to be 
{ſenfible of thoſe cravings.” wich are incident to mankind, and ne« 
cefſary to remind them of what is needful for the ſupport of the bo, 
dy, and the ſuſtenance of life. This alſo was the' caſe of Moſes: 
(who, 1n this reſpect, was a figure of Tiriſt,) when he had the' 
preſence of God with him on the holy mount.  « He was there 
* with the Lord forty days and forty nights, he did neither eat 
© bread nor drink water,” And many pious and devout Chriſtiang 
have in a meaſure, alſo had ſome experience of this. Their ſouls 
being  raviſhed with the love of God, and tranſported with his 
preſence —they enjoyed ſuch near acceſs to him, and ſweet” com. 
...mumion, and ſacred intercourſe with him that their bodily appetites 
have been, as it were, ſuſpended, ſo that they have forgotten to 
eat 'bread,—and indeed for a time. they had no craving deſire or 
appetite'for their necefſary food, They needed no Trefrethment but 
what was drawn'from the preſence of God, and the breaſts of di: 
vine conſolation.. 'Fhofe: who know the ſweetneſs of communion 
- with the\ fountain of life,” in the ordinances of God, will ſay, #t 
go0d for wusto be bere, nor will they account the time Jong, which 
they ſpend with him, © but eſteem ſuch entertainments'and-ſoul-'re. 
freſhing ſeaſons, beyond all the delicacies of kings' tables. 

But be this as it will.- we find that when theſe days were ended, 
the keen ſenſations of hunger returned uon him z and nature, long 
. defrauded, felt all thoſe acute cravings, which he, as man, was 
 fubje& to, in common with us, whoſe nature be au aſſumed,” 

And as Satan well knows how to make an attack to the greateſt ad- - 
vantage, and to ſuit his temptations to times, places and circum- 
ances. ſo here he takes the 2dvantage of our Lord's peculiar fitu» 
ation and feelings —hoping. by their aid, to lead him to take ſoine 
- undueſtep for allaying the violent eravings of hunger. T5 
4::4/-The tempter, therefore, came unto him. affuming. perhaps 1 
beautiful ſhape and pleaſing air. and, accoſting him with fawming 
adulation, faid unto him—-* If thou be the Son of God, command, 
6. that theſe ſtones be made bread * Thus the ſame wily: tempte!, 
once beheld with envious eye, and jealous heart, the fixit” happy 
pair in Eden's ever blooming groves, and flowery ſeats; —and . by 
| his ſubtil eture and gloſing lies, betrayed fair innocence, and thus 
brought-death and woe on all fffe human race. And thus he tempts 
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chriſtians 1a all ages ; ſuiting his temptations to their peculiar nav 


tural! tempers and corruptions, which, by conſtitution, education, 
and other prejudices and circumſtances, may contribute to give 
Satan a ſpecial advantage over the ſubjects of his temptations, It 
15 certain that. men have their peculiar tempers and corruptions, and 
the fins which moſt eafily. beſet them . and there are times and 
circumſtances in which they are more liable to give way to temp- 
tations, 2nd be overcome by them. All theſe advantages the 
watchful adverſary will ever be ready to improve. And elpecial- 
ly, i Calee of poverty, want and diſtreſs, will he be watchful to 
ſuggeſt ſome undue and ſinful expedients for relief; and never 
fail to attack dur weakeſt ſide. In this manner I obſerved he made 
his attack on the ſon of God. 
« If thou be the ſon of God, command that theſe ſtones be made 
bread,” It has been frequently, and very juſtly obſerved, that 
faich is Satan's greateſt eye-ſore. and his ſtrongeſt batteries are rai. 
ſed againit it, and his heavieſt metal diſcharged for its demolition, 
And as far as he ſucceeds in deſtroying, or weakeningany man's 
faith 2nd confidence in God, fo far he deltroys his peace, and rene 
ders him a more eaſy prev to the allurements of the world, the 
fleſh and the- devil. If faith, which 1s the foundation, be remo. 
ved, the ſuperſtructure muſt fall to the ground. It had juſt been 
rind by an audible voice from above, that Jeſus was the belsved 
fon of God ; but here the devil would. bring the fa&t into doubt 
and ſuſpicion. And he might ſuggelt his preſent forlorn and diſ- 
treſſed ſituation as ſome ground to found the fuſpicion on. Let 
not the dear children of God think it ſtrange, that, after great 
quicknings, manifeſtations, and bright evidences of their adoptiony 
they ſhould be tempted to call all in queſtion again in a ſhort time. 
the 'ervant is not greater than his maſter, It 16 enough that the 
ſervant be as his maſſer, Chriſt was tempted that he s; 1 be like 
unto us; and we are tempted that we may be like unto him, God 
is pleaſed ſometimes to give his ſervants more than ordinary difco- 
veries of himſelf, their hearts are filled with his love ; they - are 
brought into the banqueting houſe, and their fouls are even over- 
powered with a ſenſe of divine -oodneſs afid mercy in adopting them 
into his family, and giving them the privilege of becoming the ſons 
of God, They are ready t9 ſay, with Perer, 'on the holy mount, 
1t is good for us to be here, or with David, My mountain Aandeth /s 
fi rong, Tf all never be moved. And who would not think that per- 
ſons, -1n ſuch circumſtances, are in a ſtate peculiarly ſecure ? And 
yet it yery frequently happens,' that the foreſt temptations immedi» 
ately enſue. Satan often gets an advantage of us at ſuch times, be- 
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us, we are too apt to be unguarded, and to neglect many. avenues 
of approach to our ſouls, wherein the devil ſeeks, and too often 
finds advantages againſt us. Are any of you now happy 1n feeling 
your hearts refreſhed, by drinking of the rivers of pleaſure, that: 
flow. at God's right-hand—are your ſouls ſatished with his goodneſs 
as with marrow and fatneſs ? Let not any ſay, -we ſhall never be 
moved-—e /hall /ce war no more ;—for the-enemy 1s watching all 
our motions, 'and a meſſenger from Satan «may ſhortly be upon us; 
..and we may ſorely feel his buffetings. When your preſent frames 
and feelings ere departed, and you begin to find war 4n your mem 
bers, he will then aſk you, * where is now your God? If thou be a 
«*fon or chta-of God, would it be thus and thus with you ? Would 
«« your hearts be fo cold. your affections fo earthly your thoughts 
« fo diſhpated and wandering —your love ſo feeble, and zl your 
«. powers ſo Janguid in the exerciſes of prayer and praiſe ?'—- And 
if he can ſhake your confidence, and wrench the ſhield from your 
hand, he gains his point, and prevails againſt you. Yea, he may 
fetch arguments, even from your 'outward wants and diftretles, as 
-well as from-inward weakneſs and infarmities, to datquiet your ſouls 
— lead you to:queſtion yourfintereſt, in the divine favor and pro- 
tection, and to'murmurings aud hard thoughts of God. And it 
the tempter can. bring you to this, he has obtained a ſignal victory. 
Thus he aſſaulted our Lord, but he met with a mortifying re- 
pulſe. Qur Lord repels the attack with the /b:eld of faith, and the 
ford of the Spirit, which 1s the word of God, Let us learn from 
him, aad imitate his example ; fo ſhall we quench the. fiery darts 
of the wicked one, and vancuith ali his horrid attacks, « It is writ- 
«ten, /oys Jeſus, Man fhall:not live by bread alone, but by every 
& word that proceedeth out of th> mouth of God.” Saran would 
Have Jed Chriſt to diftruſt the care andy/providence of heaven, and 
go"out of the ordinary way of obtaining bodily ſupplies, by work- 
ing.a miracle. But Jeſus will do nothing, that would afford the 
. leaſt umbrage of any ſuch Jiftruſt, or betray the leaſt ſhadow of 
doubt of the divine word, or of his own relation ro God. - The 
Father, when he called his Son to the work of a Mediator, had 
promiſed to hold his hand and keep and ſupport him, at all times, 
tyul he ſhould bring forth judgment unto viftory ; and the Son re- 
lies on the promiſe with unfhaken confidence ; (See Iſaiah 42, 6 ) 
He remembered the word of the Lord, Deut. 8.3, where by the - 
mouth of Moſes, his ſervant, he reminded the people of his having 
fed them in the wilderneſs, for ſo many years, to prove them, 'and 
that they might know that:m21 did not live by breed alone, but by every 
.vord, or every thing, which God is pleaſed to give viſtue unto; 
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for human .zouriſhment and ſupport. With ſuch a promile and 
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example before his eyes, he ſaw no neceſſity of working a miracle, 
or of gratifying the devil, by doing, at his inſtigation, any thing 
that had the appearance of diſtruſting the promiſe and power of his: 
Father. From this ſhining example, may we all learn'to make uſe 
of Scripture, not only to: ward off every diabolical temptation, but 
alſo, by faith in the word, to caſt all our care- upon; the Lord, and, 
n the ordinary uſe of the a ppoiated means, expect a ſupply of ail 
our wants, in his own time, —which is the beſt time. If mandoes 
not live by bread alone—if the Lord can find other means of ſup. 
porting hfe—then bread is_not abſolutely neceffary - but it ts abſo. 
Jutely neceffary that we ſhould:order our conduct, and regulate our: 
life by God's. word, in humble dependence on- him: to ſuppiy our 
needs. whether of ſou! or budy,. in his own way. 4 
Satan might flily inſinuate a doubt refpeting Grit: being the 
50n of God, that he might bring bim:todoubt the ſame z and then 
mduce him to work a miracle if he could, in-order to evince, that 
he was the San of God. and thus to remove. every: ſcruple abut 
that matter. if, this be the.caſe; then believe, Satan bas notior- 
got to play the. ſame.game yet: For ſure I am, that many are till 
put upon, very unwarrantable experiments to determine- whether 
_ they be the ſons or daughters-ot. God, or not, or, whether they 
are. converted, or. not, or, whether f/zuch and {ch things be their 
duty, or not. But where Scripture rules are-departed from, and 
any. other means taken to decide. 14:7 or that, which are not ware 
ranted, and preſcribed by the-word of (rod, the decifion mult be 
" Celnfre; and a door is opened-for all manner. of errors, and enthu. 
flaſtic notions. whatſoever. For had Jeſus really wrought that mi. 
racle, and turned the ſtones into bread, it would have been no proof 
that he- was the Son. of God, becauſe the Scriptures have no where 
made-that a criterion of. any, perſon's being fo. © Many will fay 
* in the laſt day, Lord, Lord, have we-not prophefied m thy name, 
* caſt out devils —and done many. wondertul works ;. ta whom Alt. 
* {wer ſhall be made, © F never knew you.” Ifa man- had faith 
© to remove mountains,” it would be nothing without love. | Gas 
Satan, being baffled in this firſt onſet, prepares to. make another | 
attack, on. a fide direCQtly oppoſite to the former. If he cannot ſuc.. 
ceeq on. the fide of doubt and deſpair, he will affail:the fe of prg- 
ſumption: @T7hts has often been. found vulnerable, while that has 
appeared to ftand firm againſt. every ſhock. *« Then. the devil by di. 


* vine permiſſion, taketh him, up.to the holy, city, of Jeruſalem, and + 


* fitteth him on a pinnacle of the Temple : And fairh unto him, 
* caſt thyſelf down : for it is written he (hall give his angels charge 
* concerning thee ; and in their hands they ſhall bear thee up, leſt _ 
© at any time thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone.” Our blefſed' Loxgd 
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had expreſſed ſuch very great confidence in the promiſe and care. of 


his heavenly Father, that the devil loſes all hopes, of ſucceſs in 


ſhaking zt ;—he is therefore reſolved to drive him to the other ex. 
treme, and inſpire him with preſumption and ſpiritual pride. But 
2s we are not to at without a warrant, ſo are we not to preſume 
on the protection of God without a warrant : nor mult we eyer 
ſeparate the means from the end. The devil indeed brings a ſcrip. 
ture very. plauſible for his purpoſe ; and a ſcripture truly applica. 
ble to the Son of God : for it was writtea concerning him, that the 
Father would give his angels charge over his humanity. But he 
artfully conceals a principal part of the text. The place, fron 
which the quotation is taken, is Pſ, 91. 11. where the words run 
thus : © He ſhall give his angels charge over thee, *< to keep thee in 
« all thy ways, &c.” The words, in all thy ways, are artfully ſup. 
-prefſed . 1n order to induce our Lord to expect the end, withour 


ufing the means, and ſo be guilty of ſelf-murder, by, caſting him. 


ſelf down from a pinnacle ſo high, 1s the way of duty, we may 
confidently expeCt the divine proteQion , but we haye no right to 
hope for it, in any other way. Let all profeſſors learn from this, 
never to ruſh into places and occaſions of temptation, on a preſump- 
tion that they are ſtrong, or that God will take care to keep them 
from falling, or being hurt. And on the other hand, while they 
watch and pray. and make uſe of the means appointed for their 
preſervation, they may truſt the Lord in every trial, both with their 
{ſouls and bodies, and all things ſhall work together for their good. 

Spiritual pride 1s. too apt to take. hold of profeflors, and@exalt 
them above meaſure, even to the pinnacle of ſelf conceit ; from 
whence they are in great danger of being caſt down to their utter 
deſtruction. ' The caſe of Peter may evince this. When pride and 
vain confidence prompted him to ſay, Though all men ſhould deny 
thee. I wpill nct , then was he on the pinnacle, where that temptati» 
on aflailed him, which caſt him down, and coſt him many a briny 
tear. But after he was converted from\ this fall, he became better 
acquainted with his own weakneſs, and that of others ; ſo that, 


In his firſt general epiſtie, he perſuades all men to paſ7 the time of 
their /ojourmng here in fear, and not to preſume, as he had done, 
Jeſt they fall into temptation, as he did. We are all apt to thiok 

© ourſelves too ſtrong and too ſecure; and that we'are in no danger 


. from from this, that, or the other quarter. Others may be 'taken 
In, or led aſtray, and we are more afraid for them, than we are for 
_ ourſelves, Thus when falſe doQtrines are abroad in the world, e- 
very one is confident, he ſhall never be brought to eſpouſe any 
| fuck new and dangerous opinions. « Though all men thould ew- 


/ 
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© brace theſe follies, yet will not I.* ' Hence they think they can 
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ratify a vain curioſity in hearing, till 2515 man and zhat. 1s ſull of 
the novel doftrines ; and thus they are propagated from one to ano. 
cher. Diſputings and ranglings enſue, love and harmony among 
profeſſing people are deſtroyed, the ſprings of religion are weakett« 
ed, and the deyil triumphs in the conqueſt, Therefore * benot 
high minded but fear ; [Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth.” moſt 
ſecure, take heed left be fall. He that would avoid fin, lex him take 
heed of ſelf confidence and ſpiritual pride, Be therefore-contin- 
ually on your guard, and never expeCt the grace-of God to help 
and preſerve you, if you ſtep out of the way of duty, -or neglect 
the means preſcribed for our ſafety, 'Fhe- word of. God is our 
directory; and from' this we may be ſupplied with an anſwer to 
every temptation, and in every caſe. = | 
Uhus, we find, our Saviour fupphes” himſdf with arms againſt 
the tempter, 1n this ſecond, as well as the firſt affault. 4 It 1s writ 


(ten again ; Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God.!,, What-48 


here raeant by tempting God, appears to be, an application to ſome 


ted by the Word. Or, a making an unneceflary experiment of 


nating the means from the end. | And here I cannot but remark, 
bow miſerably ſome Chriſtians miſunderſtand others, and ther? 

upon repreſent them as holding ſuch principles, that they ought. to 
be ſhunned as a peſt. Should any chriſtians ſeparate the means 
from the end, I ſhould think the notion extremely pernicious. But 
this 1s not done, even by thoſe, who contend for the doftrine of 


rm, that both eleCtion, and final perſeverance to eternal life, ne. 
celarily includes the diliger.t uſe of all the means of grace, which 
God hath appointed for men to be found in to. mak? their calling 
and eleCtion ſure.” O why then ſhould the children of God fall 
out by the way, when, in fact, they all hold the ſame thing f7—I 
(hall now take leave of this little diſgrethon, and pals. on to the 
third and laſt temptation. | | Ee 2 $ 

datan, being bafled in the two former attacks, now muiters up 
al his forces, and returns to the charge once more, with redoubled 
lury, Ag he could not tempt the Saviour, either to deſpair 9n the 

" I do not mean, that all Christians. think wike, repeating. Riections and 
Przeverance :, the many warm and'unhappy debates, on tt.ege 8ubjec's,. which 
have taken place among  professors, proves the contrary * _ Bur what 1 mean is, 
that they all hold the same thing, in is main pe;nt——* That a our Salyarion 
8 of God—and w.thout perseveri.:o. Hoivess, no man'shail re the Lord” And 
ViSLever holds this, and acts cons.s: -1 ly, he may Espouse his sigedr that, with 
F2ard to the Decrees, without aty oRe1:ce tome — 
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means, for the reſolution of a doubtful caſe, which are not warran- 


God's miraculous power, exerted for the preſervation of an indi. 
vidual, and ſo go out of the ordinary way of Providenze, by tepa- - 


election ard the inamiſſibility of grace. For they conſtantly af- 
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one hand, or preſume on God 'unwarrantably, on-the other, he now! Il * 
would induce him to forſake the Lord. and. as an 1dolator, fajj Ill ft 
down-and worſhip the devil. For this purpoſe, * Lhe devil takuth 

<©him up into an. exeeeding. high. mountain, and fſheweth him al} 
© the kingdoms. of the world and: the. glory of them : and ſiith un, 

« to.him, all theſe things. will I give thee, if thou wit tall gown and MM © 
< worſhip me.” Temptations drawn. from the riches, honors anq I *© 
pleaſures of the. world, have-done greater ex2cution on: the ſoylg 

of men, than. from any. other quarter. Where perſecutions. ang 

reproaches. have failed, the world and its ai\luremeats have effecty, 

ally prevailed. But our Lord rejeQts the horrid propoſal with, be, 
coming dildain,and commands the tempter to. depart from. his pre, Ii ** 
ſence, * Get thee. hence, Satan. It-18 good, neyer to parley, with. 
[the devil, for a moment, but to. reſiſt, with vigor, and manly firm, 
neſs, the firſt riſings of temptation. ; and nip.them.m,the bud. One 
cup of-water will quench the firſt kindlings of a fire, which, if 
ſuFered to go- on, for a few minutes, whole hogſheads would be in, 
ſufficient to allay.—* Reſiſt the devil, and. he will fee from you; 
.< draw nigh to God, and. he will draw-nigh ro you, 

Our Lord has {till recourſe. ro. the facred. recorls for a reaſon, 


why ſuch a propoſal-could not be liſtened ro for, a moment ; —— 3 
becauſe, © It is written, rhou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, aad 0 
© him oaly ſhalt thou ſerve.” Thus, in. all our trials. let us bear M,, 
mm mind God's command, his word of threatening, end his word 0! 
of promiſe ; and with this ſword engage the enemy, and. looking Y 
unto Jeſus, fight the good fight of - faith, and. we ſhall never lo{e 
tne day. Phe Lord will not leave us 1n the. trying hour, his ever, aq 


hſting arms ſhall be underneath us, and he will. be. as a wall of 
protection round us: And when we. have ſuffered. a while, and” 
borne the Aery aſſault, withour tiinching, he will ſend his angels to 
miniſter unto us ;:and we ſhall be comforted, eſtabliſhed, ſtrength, q 
ened, ſettled. Angels miniſtered to the Son of God, immediately | 


after his confliQ ; and they will alſo miniſter, the heirs of ſalvation FT 
' therefore, O ye praying, watching, tried, tempted ſouls, ye need 4 


not tear what the legions of hell can do unto you. Like the wo. 
'man of Canaan, you may beſeech the Lord often, before relic! 
Thall come : vet be not weary or faint in your minds ; for in due 
ſeal, which is the beſt and fitteſt ſeaſon, « you, ſhall reap, if y* 
« faint not.” The viſion 1s for an apvointed-time ; though it tar) 
wait for it, for it ſhall ſurely come, it will-not larry, beyond the 
AHiceſt moment. Jeſas ſeels for his tempted members, having be 
tempted himſelf : and will ſurely ſend them help, and not fuſer 
them to, be tempted. above what they are able ro bear ; and in h1 
good time, will make a way for them to efcape and br ng them 
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Nat of the furnace more : refined and puriſzed, than when ney elle 
tered into 1t« 

Does Satan tempt you fo neglect prayer, the worſhip of God, of 
any Of the ordinances of religion? Day, © Get thee hence, Shan”. 
or $i 45 written,” it 18 commanded, Fray without ceaſing—and 
watch thereunto, with all. perſeverance. '* Does he tempt you 
0 fin, by ipropoting worldly pleafures and -emoluments 2. Say, 
« What ſhall-a man bc profired, if he ſhall gain the whole world, 
and loſe his 'own foul C And i i written, it 18 threatened, «The 
« ſou! that finneth ſhall die. Tribulation and wrath, dldaion 
« and anguith ugon every {oul 'of man, that doth evil.” Does he 
tempt you to deſpair=-that you will never hold out—or that all. 
your labor and toil will yield you no fruit or alvantage ?—Say, it 
s written, © He will ſeed his flock like a ſhepherd, gather the lamb, 

« with his arm, carry them 'in his boſom, and gently lead thoſe that 
care with young. Be ye {tedfaſt and unmoveable, always abounding 
(in the work of the Lord, for 2s mach as ye know that your la- 
( hour is not in vain in the Lord. He that overcometh ſhall in- 
(herit all things. Be thou faithful anto death, and I will give 

' you a crown of life.”—— Does he aſſail you with horrid Tuggeſ- 
tions and blaſphemous Gouphts againſt God ? Remember, this is 
no unuſual or uncommon thing, *< for the ſame aliQtions are. 2e- 
© compliſhgd in your brethren, that are inthe world-'! "Our bleſſed 
vaviour was tempted +a. the fame manner : and you may lay, it is 
wrilters, © that he, having fu{fered, being tempted,zs ape to ſuccour 
« them that are tempted,' in all-poirtts, wherein he was tempted. 

Inftead of a particular application, T ſhall conclude with ſome 
advices and directions, which may be of uſe to the hearers, and 
prove a means of preventing their being led into temptation, ſo az . 
to ſuffer by it. 

Temptations we ſhall ſurely meet with, - as long as we ahenaacie 
ka below. . But remember, it is no {in to-#2 tempted—if we 
manfully reſt, to as not to comply with tli> fin to which we are 
tempted, * For Chriſt was, in all + mr tempred like as We are, 
yet evithout fn. _ 

But before I enter on the particu'ar directions. I would \premiſs 
one or two general direQions, hong: if not punctually obſerved, ail 
Other dire&ions will be needleſs. . Settle It, in-your mind, and 
et it be frequently in roar thou Og that fin 1s dangerous, Gamn. 
able and deſtructive, that it we eld to temptation” and commit fn, 
ve thereby grieve the Spirit of God wound our own ſfopls. loſe 
our peace, offend the Mz ety of Heaveq, and ſu je ourfeiyes to 
his wrath and curſe. O __ all wien/did bur believe and conſid er 
his; then would they not trifle with fa and temp: AtiEn, as thou. 


\ 


ſands do. Such a belief would render the heart tender and watch, 
ful, and powerfully operate in ſecuring a converfation becgming 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. 2. Be ſenſible, and conſtantly bear in ming 


that we ace weak creatures, and of ourſelves utterly unable to aver 


_ 


come the leaſt” temptation, without aſſiſtance from above. Thi 
will point out the neceſliy of conſtantly looking to tae _hills: by 
prayer, .from whence all our help cometh, Having premiſed the{, 
two things, I come to give ſome directions more particular, 

1. Labour to be acquainted with your own hearts, and'to knoy 
what manner of ſpirit ye are of—your natural tempers, and what 
Iu}; and corruption are ſtrongeſt, and on what fide your greateſt 
” weakneſſes ie, This is extremely neceſſary, that you may learn to 
keep at a diftance, from whatever may irritate and provoke thoſe, 
and more diligently to guard the/e. There 1s a great variety 1n the 
natural tempers and conſtitutions of men, which Satan will nat 
fail to mark, in o*der to take an advantage for his temptations. If 
your temper be naturally gentle, pliable and eaſy to be intreated, 
ther, if you do not watch oyer it, you will find that this 'temper 
will be a means of many ſurprizals and entanglements, through'the 
fawning and ſeemingly friendly folicitarions'of the men of this worl{ 
—— = If your temper be of the froward and moroſe kind, then with, 
out. ſpeetal care, you will be carried away by © envy, malice, peeviſh, 
« nefs, hard thoughts of others :? and you will hardly ftep out f 
.. doors, without-finding ſomething to infnare you, into 'one or ano, 
of theſe, Time would fail me to notice all the parricular tempters 


let what has been ſerve as a ſpecimen. £72 ale Wy 
>» As men have their peculiar tempers—-ſo have they their peculia 
' corruptiens or beſetting /ins, by which they are more eaſily carried 
away. Theſe we are to find out, and watch againſt, obſerve al 
their motions, and advantages ; otherwiſe theſe Phili/fines will bt 
upon us, put out.our eyes, take away our ſtrength, and make us 
ike fettered {laves, grind in the priſon houſe. Theſe things are ol 
very great importanee, I therefore beſeech you to conſider them, 
and ſtrive, by a}! means, to know your own temper, and the ſpirit 
ye are of ; ſearch the'camp of your heart, and ſee what affociates 
Satan hath there, and get them turned out, or put to death, leli 
thoſe traitors within, betray you into the hands of affailants with 
out. Mark well where corruption is ſtrong, and grace is weib- 
And when you know theſe things, then watch again(t all ſuch em- 
p'oyments, companies, retirements, and occaſions whatever, thi 
tend to entangle the natural temper and provoke the corruption. 
2. As you are ſure the enemy will aſſault and lay cloſe fiege t9 
your hearts, you mult not fail to lay in a good ſtore of proviſion ol 
all Kinds, that you may beable to hold out againſt him, Our hearts 


/ 
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art. qur treaſure.houſe : and a:good man, out of the good treaſure 


of his heart bringeth forth good things. It is a great diſcourage. 
- meht to an enemy, when he draws near to a fortification, if he is 
told that it is well furniſhed wirchin, with ſtores and proviſions of 
eyery kind. The provihons, | would adviſe you to lay up, are rich- 
ly provided in the goſpel. -And it we are well-ſupplied with them, 
- there is no danger of our being taken. either by ſtorm, or by more - 
oradual and regular approaches, Lzt the heart be. well ſtored 
with the love of God in Chrift. This is ſtrong as death, and is a 
* moſt infallible preſeryative againſt the heav.eſt artillery of hei!. In 
the hotteſt battle, its language is, « How can I do this great wick- 
« edneſs and fin againſt God ?' - We ought alſo to lay in plerty of 
law precepts and ng =the fear of death, hell and dam. 
nation, and all the terrors of eternal puniſhment. For though theſe 
alone will never hold out againſt a vigorous and long-continued 
affault, the law being weak through the fleſh ; yet there are times 
and occalions, in which they are of ſpecial ſervice. 'The.peace of 
_ God, ſays the apoſtle, ſhall keep your hearts, And whence 1s this 

peace of God derived, but from juſtification by faith, and the love 
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y of God, in Chriſt, ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Gholt, 
Wl £+t this abide in you, and all the infernal batteries ſhall play on 
you in vain. , Love never faileth.; it is direQly oppoſed to all the 


. ways, and temptations, whereby the devil can approach our ſouls, 
Keep yourſelves, therefore, in the lave of God, which, in its very na«- 
ture, counteracts all tne machmations of the evil one. 

3, When temptation makes its firſt appearance, then graſp the 
ſhield of faith, of faith in Chriſt,” who died, that we might live ; 
and ſpoiled principalities, and triumphed over them on the croſs. 
Enter into no parley, or diſpute with temptation, for whatever may 
be the pretention, your ruins is the thing intended... The ſhield of .. 
faith quencherh all the fiery darts of the wicked. Faith lays hold. 
on Chriſt crucified, and lifts up the ſtandard of the croſs; and 
then, let the rerptation be what it will; whether to commit fin, or 
doubt of forgiveneſs of fins already committed, the afſault muſt fail. 
of ſucceſs, «In the Lord, ſays faith, have I righteouſneſs a 
' Rrength : - therefore will I not fear, though the earth be moved, 
| and the mountains þe caſt into the midſt of the ſea ; the Lord of 
* hoſts is with me, and theGod of Jacob is my refuge. Who ſhall lay 
'any thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is Chriſt that died, even 
i for ſuch fins as mine haye been. God hath ſet him forth as a pro» 
\pitiation through faith in his bloo4, to declare his rightequſneſs _ 
tor the remilli2n of fins that are paſt, that he may be juſt, and the 
*Julifier of him that'believeth in Jeſus.” 

5:104:d any be ſaying, * Vnis 18 nat my caſe 3; I parlied with 
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«temptation, and did not take care to oppoſe its ' firſt approaches, 
«251 ought—and now the enemy comes in upon-me like a flood, 
© and-T am ſurrounded on every hand, How thallT be kept now, 
« from being carried away by the powerthereof 77 
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*T anſwer; Do as Paul did—Co to your knees often, and cry to. 

- the Lord again and'again, that the temptation may depart fron 
you : and you {hall 'yet find that his grace 1s ſufficient for you, 6 
that if-you Are not immediately delivered out of it, you ſhall not 

- be overcame by it, Look earneſtly to Chriſt, who was ſore tempt. 

ed, and beg of him to ſend you help in this needful time of troy. 
ble. He is able to juccour the tempted. Exert faith on him, lie down . 
at his feet—make known your complaint—and fay, Lord Jeſus 
lave, or I periſh'—ſend help, or T die,—and ycu ſhall not cry, and 
wait on him'in vain. Call to mind his promiſes ot help and de. 
liverance 3” reſt upon them, an plead them ' by faith, and you ſhall 
ſtill be delivered, 3 dit MY" 

Upon the whole we may learn, that as one end of the tempta. 
tions of Chriſt was to encourage his people in conflicts of the like 
nature, ſo they afford this inſtruction, that no degree of holineſs, 

- or ſanification can exempt them from temptations of the moſt hor- 
rid nature, We are warned to expeCt them : our life, as Chriſtians 
18\compared to a warfare ; and eyery true Chriftian 18 an enlifled | 

' ſoldier of Jeſus Chrift, and as ſuch muſt learn to bear hardſhip, as. 
a good ſoldier under the captain of ſalvation. For a good man to. 
expect to ſteer clear of temptation, in his militant ſtate in this evil ' 
world, would be as abſurd, as to expe peace in the held of battle, 
Therefore think it not ſtrange that you meet with affaults, evenin _ 
the houſe of God, or when ye with to be engaged 'in the moſt 
ſolemn exerciſes and erdinances of religion. but, as ſays the apoſ- 
tle, « Count it all joy, when ye fall into divers temptations, know. 

6 ing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience : and if. 
© patience kave its perfect work, it will make you perfe& and en- 
« tire, wanting nothing.” Let the word of God dwell in you rich. | 
Iy, which St. Paul very emphatically and elegantly calls the /word - 
of the Spirit. This, as you have heard, is the main weapon, as it - 
15 an inftrument of defence, both in warding the blows, and*cut- 
ting to pieces the arms, wherewith the enemy afſails us. In the 
word, our path of duty 1s ſo. plainly marked, that Satan, with all 
his art and cunning, can never ,perplex—and there are ſo many. 
great and” precious promiſes to the faithful; as are not to be equal- 
led by zny offers the devil can make. A little ſenſual pleaſure, and 

a tew ſhort lived, vain delights, 1s every thing he can pretend'to ; 
and he frequently fails in his promiſe ;—but to the conquering 
Chriſtian 1s promiſed, by tr«tb itſelt, a crown of glory that fadeth 
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not away,——and an inheritance of all things eternal in the heavens. 
In the ſame word, we have ſuch threats, in caſe of diſobedience as 
the gloomieſt proſpect, and moſt ſevere inflitions, which the des - 
yil may hold up, and menace, cannot compare Withe He may hold 
up the proſpect of perſecutions and reproaches, and menace the.. 
loſs of friends, honours, and worldly gains ; —but diſobedience is 
threatened with the loſs of heayen and all its joys, and with the in« 
fliction..of everlaſting torments in hell, + where-the worm dies not, ” 
and the fire is not quenched.” The word alfo furniſhes the people 
of God with the ſtrongeſt afſitrances of ſpiritual aid and proteQtion, 
when they paſs through fire and water, and a gracious reception at 

laſt, at the bar of God, 'with « Well done good and faithful ſer- 

. © yants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord : Come ye.blefſed of my 
« Father receive the kingdom ' While, on the other hand; thoſe 
who have yielded to fin and the temptations: of Satan, anFhave: 
ſailed with the ſtreams of cuſtom and faſhion—tame ſlaves to'their-- 
Juſts and pleaſures, will meet with a very different reception, and: 
receive a very different portion : «* Bind them hand and foot, fays. | 
« the Judge, and take them away, and caſt them into © the fire af. .. 
« + hell,” where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth,” _ O that 
poor finners might þe induced to drop the weapons of their rebelli. 
on, change ſides. by quitting the-camp of the devil ; and join with 

- the children of God, in reſifting the affaults of hell, and fighting 


manfully under the banner of the Lord's anointed—and thus, by 
grace, win the crown of eternal life, OY | 
_ - Now to God the Father, God the Son. and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
three Perſons, but one eternal God, in Trinity, Unity and Co- | 
equality, be aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, all Praiſe Might, Ma- 
jeity and Dominion, now, and for ever and ever, Amen.  _ 


SER MO N XVI 


The necessity and advantage of Sceking the 
Lord. 


Fs Isar4an lv. 6, 7. 


Sel " the Lord, whill he may be found : call ye upgu him while he is 
near : y 4 the wicked, I-of þ 


N the concluſion of the former chapter, the Lord promiſeth to 
. protect his church againſt all her enemies of every deſcription | 
—to render every weapon formed againſt her of no effet—to con- 
demn every flanderous and malevolent tongue, that ſhould ariſe 
againſt her in judgment, and to ſupply his people, the true mem- 
bers of his church, with a divine righteouſneſs, ſufficient to juſtify 
' . them from-every charge z and, that being eſtabliſhed in this righ- 
teouſneſs, and adorned with the fruits of holineſs. they ſhould 
_ ſtand itted before the throne of the laft judgment, and be put 
mn Teſiion of that gloxious inheritance, which was purchaſed, by 
the blood of their Redeemer | 

' This chapter opens with aFathetic call and affeQtionate invitation 

to all-forts.of men. withoyt limitation, to come, and receive the 
+ a. gong the new covenant. * Ho, every one that thirſteth 3". 
pants far happineſs, and the benefits of the goſpel. "T8 It» 
| I is to-all,” that read and hear, without exceprion. © Every. 
foul, that ſees his need of paxdon, righteouſneſs and falvation, _ 
is fenfible:that he-myſt periſh without thern, is welcome to- pattake | 
of theſe. bleſſings, and, No faith, claim them as his own.——+ Come 
* ye totlie waters.” As the waters, which flow.in ſtreams and ti- 
wverk are free for all, ſo is Chriſt, the fountain of life ;\ and he freely 
offers forgiveneſs of fins—righteouſneſs to juſtify -- grace to ſan 
fy --and-eternal life.and happmelſs, ' to On all that come yat9 
Goli-by. him... The-ſpirit. whereby belevers are ſanQiſied, is fre- © 
quently repreſented by the metaphor, of wafers; and to come to | 
theſe 'waters.ug.to frequent the: ordinances of the. golpel,. which are 
the pools; wherein.they flow, and where the faithful maintain.com- 
munian with the Saviour, who-here a9-c0:"pÞ ht af "bis fulneſs | 

grave'tq chear, and-refreth his thirſty people. .. - 
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And left any, through a ſenſe of their guilt, unworthineſs and 

want of merit, ſhould be diſconraged, and fear there would be mo _ 

admittance for them, unleſs they could bring tome good, in hand, 


to make them welcome, it 1s aided, ; And he that nath ne Money, ef 


« come ye.” In t:e goſpel market all things are to be had, at tree 
colt. and he, that is too proud to ſtoop to the gratuitous terms, and 
thinks to come with money in his pocket, to purchaſe the goſpel 
wares, Or, with merit, to recommend him, will be wholly di{ap» 
point?d, and his money will perifhy with him. The truth 18, we 
have nathing . our all was loſt long ago z we are wretched, and mt. 
frable, and pror, and blind, and naked. i we knew this, we ſhouid 
blefs the Lord for eſtabliſhing a market, ſo ſuitable to our pove: ty. 
and wants. It is in conſideration. of theſe, that we are io prethngly | 
invited, to © Come, and buy, without money and without price z* 
To hearken to the free promiſes of goſpet ſalvation, and feed upon 
tiem, by faith that rhey may become food and nourzhment to-our , 
ſouls. + Come, buy wine and milk, without money and without | 
* price. We'are naturally prone to unbelief, and backward and 
low of heart to believe the promiſes of ſaivacign ; - therefore the. 
invitation is repeated, that we may be fure of welcome; and alſo 
to ſhew us how much in earneſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as, that poor - 
periſtung finners may accept bis bounty, and be rich and happy tor 
eveh—) what great encouragement 1s here,..for ſj1nners of: every 
de{cription. to come. -and get all their wants ſupplied : ſeeing they 
we ſincerely and repeatedly called;-and nothing is required, on their |» 
part, but to come, and receive; as a free gait, what has already -. 
een dearly. purchaſed for them, by blood divine. 
All men wiſh to be happy, and. are ſecking happineſs, 11 many - 
different ways, which are not likely to lead them to the att anmettt - 
of their obje&... Our Lord therefore expoſtulates with us, end 
kindly aſks, « Wherefore do ye ſpend your money for that which 
' 18 not bread, and. your labor for that which fatisteth not ? Ag . 
if he ſhould fay, Why will you toil, and waſte 'your {ixength and 
lubſtance in, chaſe of bappineſs, wn the riches, honors and pleature 
of this-world, and in- the muddy and polluting ffreams of fentual 
enoyments, where #'is not to be found ? All the pleaſures and 
vanities of 'time cannot make you happy they are falſe deights at 
beſt, huſks and ot bread : They cannot {ſatisfy or allay rhe eager, 
the boundleſs cravings of the immortal ſpirit. Gould you gain all 
the world calls good or great, ypy would be as far 186m happinels 
ever, Or, if you are ſecking to obtain the favor of God and the 
lalvation of your ſouls, by the merit of your good deeds or, by-your 
own righteouſnefs, and moral and religious duties, your Wlap- 
pointment is inevitable; you are ſeeking death, in the error of your _ 
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life, for by the deeds of the law, ſhall no man hving be juftifieq. 
05. that in either caſe, you «* ſpend your money for that, which ig 
© not bread, and your labor for that which ſatisfteth not. 
.. O that you, my dear. hearers, were but deeply conſcious, how 
. + wretched and miterable. you are by nature and practice, and how 
: : 1mpollible it 1s for, you ta eſtabliſh a juſtifying righteouſneſs of your , 
OWN, by any thing you can either do or ſutfer ;—that none byt 
Chriſt can fave you, and that his righteouſneſs 1s ſuthcient for your 
juſtification, exclufive of every thing elfe ; and that all earthly en, 
+ :joyments are mere empty. dreams, flying ſhadows—=—* the baſeleſy 
* fabrick of a viſion, which flatter and delude you to your eternal 
diſappointment and ruin, then would you liſten with eager atten. 
tion to the gracious call, which follows . © Hearken diligently unto 
© me, and eat ye that which 1s good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf 
© in farneſs.* As if the Lord Jeſus had ſaid—Liſten to me with 
the greateſt attention, and obey the invitations of my goſpel ; your 
life, your'eternal life depends upon this : *-Eat ye 'that which ig 
© good.” take the heart reviving, ſoul ſaving bleſhngs it freely offery 
and beſtowsy that. ye may be truly and ſubſtantially happy. « And 
© let your foul delight itſelf in tatneſs. in righteouſneſs, and peace, 
© and joy,” inthe Holy Ghoſt, Iz1t not ſtrange that mankind, who 
| are ina-periſhing (tate, and muſt famiſh and pine away to all eter. 
| - nity, without theſe bleſſings, ſhould ſtand in need of fo many and 
 --repeated calls to induce them to receive and enjoy then: © But that 
this 1s. the cafe. 13 a melancholy faCt !—It is truly lamentable : and 
for which. my ſoul ſhall mourn in ſecret places. LT 
The call is again repeated with ſome particular coufiderations 
and ſpecial motive:, to induce a.complizence. « Incline thine ear 
* and come unto me : hear and your ſoul ſhall live;; and I will 
© make an everlaſting covenant with you ; even tne ſure mercies ot 
« David ; '—ſhall live a life of juſtification and ſandification, a ſpi- 
Titual life of grace here, and of glory hereafter. And * I will give 
© you the ſure mercies of David :* mercies of every kind, rich, free 
and repeated mercies, according to that everlaſting covenant, which 
is ordered in all things and ſure. Not mercy but mercies, inclu- 
ding all the bleſſings of the new covenant ; ſuch as pardon of {ins, 
.of thouſands and millions of the moſt aggravated tranſgreſſions 
Peace with God, the influences of the holy ſpirit to enlighten the 
mind, purify the heart, comfort the ſoul, and afford ſerenity and 
compoſure amidit all the ftorins and calamities of this life z—a ſe nie 
.of the love and fayor of God, and the chearing and reviving prol- 
pet of everlaſting manſions above z a deliverance from hell, and 
.all the dire conſequences of fin, and a title-to. heaven and, all its un- 
«withering joys. 'This is a fhort inventory of the ſure mercies pro: 
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miſed, as an inducement, to engage ſinners to incline their ear,.2nd - 


” 


-ome unto the Lo1d Jeſus Chriſt, 

\'That theſe promiſes might be-received and relied on with un- 
ſhaken faith and confidence, God ſent his own ſon to-publiſh them _ 
to the world, as a faithful and true «© witneſs to the people, and”. 
ſealed his miſhon, Both by figns and wonders ard divers miracles, 
and gifts of the holy Ghoſt, Heis alſo,given-to be + a leader and” 
commander to the people ; to inſtruct and guide them into all 
truth ; and to protect and defend them againſt all the power of 
earth and hell, as the captain of their ſalvation, Nor ſhall his miſ- 
Gon be in vain ; for though you, and thouſands, ſhou'd remain 
unperſuaded to come unto him, and ſo die'in your fins, and been. 
eulphed 1n hell to all eternity; yet this will not be the caſe of all. 
Numbers will hear and obey theſe kind and urgent invitations, and 
run unto him, and partake of the ſure mercies of David, rhat is of 
Chriſt, who hath purchaſed them with the price of his own blood. 
—Fhey /hall run unto thee. This may point out the e:gerneſs, with 
which Chrift 1s embraced, by all thoſe who are ſenſible of the evil 
and danger of fin, and feel their need of a Saviour and the bleſſings - 
of the goſpel. © OY 

Thus am I brought on tothe words of the text, wherein we 
have an earneſt exhortation to- ſinners to ſeek "the Lord,- that they 
may find him, and the bleſſings 'of his grace. « Seek ye the Lord, 
while, he may be found ; call ye upon him, while he is near ; Let 
the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous 'man his thought 
and Jet him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon _ 
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” It is very 
clear that the words are addrefſed to ungodly and unconverted per- 
ſons, for ſuch are mentioned, as it were, by name, under the 
epithet of wicked and unrighteous ; and as ſach {tand*'in need 
of converſion ; they are exhorted and enjoined to ſeek the Lord 
—and return, or be converted unto him. And as this is the 
caſe of every man by nature, ſo my text directly points at every 
unconverted and .1impenitent finner in this aſſembly. Therefore 
ſet all ſuch hedrken attentively; while the eternai God is exhor- 
ting or commanding you, by his word,.to « Seek the Lard while 
' he may be found, and to call upon him while he is near ' It. 
may be the laſt call you may eyer have ; and your non-compli- 
ance, at this time, may feal your damnation for eyer and e- 
Ver. hs 

In the proſecution of the fubjeQ, I propoſe, SD 

1, To ſhew the mariner in which we muſt ſeek the Lord and 
what is implied in the exhortation to do ſo. 

2, opeak of the leafons when he ſhould be ſought. 
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 $. Mention the encouraging mogves ſuggeſted in the text, ty 
induce us to ſeek the Lord ; and, | 

4. Make an application. And may the Lord enable me fo © 
Ipeak, and you to hear, that his name may be glorified and we edifie4 
for Chriſt's @ke—Amen. 

1. I am to ſhew the manner in which we are to ſeek the Loyg 
and what is implied in the exhortation to do {o, 

By ſeeking the Lord—we are undoubtedly to underſtand the 
making uſe of all the means of grace--which are divinely ay, 
pointed for obtaining an intereſt in Curi&--the fayor of Gag, 
and the ſanQiſication of our hearts and fois ; that fo we ma 
obtain the pardon. of ſin—a title to'heaven, and a fitneſs for 
the enjoyment thereof. The following particulats are itnplied in 
the exhortation to /eek the Lord. 

t. 'That we have loſt the favor and image of God. and that theſe 
Muſt be regained, or we cannot be happy here or Pit "ay 

2 That weare, by nature, or while in a natural and unregene. 
zate ſtate, at a diſlance from God, and therefore we are fo frequently 
called tocome to him; and return to him. We are not at a diffance 
from him, in regard to place ; for he is omnipreſent, and where, 
ſoever we are, God is there alſo, and we are continually ſurround, 
ed by his preſence. But we are at a di#ance, in regard to friendſhip 
and vital union ; becauſe we are deſtitute of a ſaving faith, which is 
the efficient of this wn'sn. nd as long as we continuedeſtitute of a 
Þfe-giving-ſoul-ſaving- heart-purifying faith, we have no wnion and 
friendſhip with God ; no communion with him, or coaformity to 
him, but remain at a diſtance fron him. 

3. The exhortation 1mplies, that we have loſt our way to heaven 
and happineis, and are like v-nzyhted travellers, who have loſt their 
road, wandering in a wilder;;*'s 4: o) the way, We are therefore 
exhorted to ſeek the Lord Cti:it, who is the way. the truth and 
the life. The only way to the favor and image of God—the right 
2vay, that leads ts the city of havitation. But here a queſtion may arile 
— © How, or in what manner, muſt we ſeek the Lord, fo as to 
find him.” This queſtion I am now to anſwer, agrezable to my 
purpoſe, under this head ; 

| 1, We muſt ſeek the Lord orderly, and in due method. Take 
care to begin at the right end of the buſineis, and proceed 1n a re. 
gular manner. The foundation mult be fir{t lai4 in converſf69ny Or 
we ſhall do nothing to the purpoſe. The want of obſerving this, 
has been attended with bad conſequences Too many, whea they 
Segin to ſee the neceſſity of being religious, an4 ſeeking the Lord, 
#arer upon the buſineſs in a very prepoſterous manner, aad ſo mk? | 
nothing of it. Inkead of examining iato the preſeas itate of tneir 
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fouls, and crying to the Lord for pardoning and converting grace: 
they are querying Whether a man can be perfe# in this /fe, or not; 
whether the dottrine of e/e1on be true, or not,—or whether a man 
can fall from grace, or not; and ſuch like. 'Thus they begin at 
the wrong end of their work , and ſpend themſelves in ſearching 
af:er opinions, and in advocating ?h7s ſide, or that of queſtions, in 
which at leaſt, for the preſent, they have no concern. And as their 
religion begins with opinions ; ſo it 1s like to end in opinions 3 and 
what happineſs they get, ariſes from opimons, which in good truth, 
muſt be airy and unlubſtantial enough. 

I would adviſe you to this method, Firſt, fit down and conſider 
your loft and miſerable ſtate by nature and practice, and the awijul 
danger your prec1ous fouls are in, on account of your multiphed 
tranſgreſſions of the boly laws of God. This will point out what 
. your preſent neceſlity 1s, and that you muſt obtain pardoning metcy 
and converting grace, or you will be miſerable in hell for ever. Then 


will you apply yourſelves to the means, appointed and adapted for 
the attainment of «© thefe.” : 


2. You muſt ſeek the Lord in an © importunate! manner. © The 
kingdom of heaven,” ſaith our Lord, *« ſutfereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force, We muſt not ſeek in a formal, luke- 
warm manner ; * for many ſhall ſeek, in this way, to enter 1n at 
the {trait gate, of converſion, and ſhall not be able.” Therefore, 
{trive, agontze, '* fo enter in at the ſtrait gate.” The caſe requires 
1mportunity ;—the ſalvation of your ſouls is atftake : * except you 
be converted—-ye cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” The 
Lord promiſeth ſucctſs to impottunate prayer, and to none elle. 
Dee Jer. 29. 13. + And ye ſhall feek me, and find me, when ye 
* ſearch for me with all your heart.” . | 

Q 
verty, and that you have no merit, no price to bring. with you, 
that can ohtain the favor of .God, or procure the pardon of the leaſt 
in; and that whatever bleſhngs you receive at the hand of the 
Lord, muft be « without money and without price. The Lord 
looks propitioufly on him * that is poor and of a contrite ſpirit.” 
And David found from experience, '* This poor man cried, and the 
Lord heard him, and delivered him out of his diſtreſs” «< The 
hungry* poor, « ſhall be filled with good things, but the rich,” the 
proud beggars, are ſent empty away. po | eh 
' '4 Seek in a penitent manner. Repentance always implies a 
cealing to do evil, and learning to do well. Accordingly, we read 
m the text, * LL»: the wicked forſake his way, and the ufrighteous 


* man his thouzhte; and let him return unto the Locd.”. In vain 


do we pretend to ſeek the Lord, while we retain any ſpecies of fin 


3. Seek in a humble manner. Be ſenfible of your ſpiritual po. 
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whatever 3 for only he that confefſeth and for/aketh fon hall fnd 
mer c 
bs 4 Seek in a believing manner. Believing, not only that there 
in heaven, a holy, juſt, and fin revenging God: but alſo that 
ke. 1s a merciful God + that he will not only render vengeance 
to his enemies, and-puniſh the wicked . but will alſo hear the crieg 
of the penitent, and « reward thoſe that ditgently ſeek him, Thiy 
is extremely neceſſary. *For if we do not conſider the holineſs-and 
juitice of 2 &y and That he will take yengeance of the workers of 
Tkuity, we ſhall never think in earneſt of forſaking fin :, and, theh, 
when, we ſee the exceeding finfulneſs of fin, and its God.provok- 
ing and heaven«daring nature, Satanwil drive'us or deſpair, unleſs 
we confider and believe God to be the merciful rewarder of them, 
that diligently ſeek his face, through Jeſus Chrilt, who is the me, 
diator between him and his ending creatures. , . 
Laſtly. Seek Him with perſeverance. Many begin to ſeek f6r 
a while,—but they grow weary in well doing, and fo never reap 
the fruit of their labour. Too many begin in the /pirit, and end in 
'the flelh, They get awakep2d, and-ſtirred:up to prayer, ard other 
means to obtain the-pardon of ſin—a ſenſe of 'the love and fever of 
God and the ſaving cinverfion of their ſouls, But not obtaining 
theſe, ſo ſoon as they might expeCt—or as ſoon as ſome others have 
profeſſed to obtain them, they faint in their minds—get diſcourag- 
'ed—become remiſs in the uſe of means, and 'ſo ſtop ſhort of the 
prize, and loſe their labor, and their ſouls to boot, Atid now, 
Having 'relapſed into their former ſtate of ina&tivity, they are temps 
ted'to decide, that no ſuch things, as the ſenſe of forgiveneſs the 
love of God—coenverfion, and fuch like, are tobe obtained by peo 
ple, in theſe days ; for they have tried for them, they ſay, as much 
as any bedy, and yet know nothing about them. Hence their laſt 
ſtate is worſe than the firſt ; beeauſe it is not to be expeCted, that 
any man will: earneſtly ſeek "That, which he does not None to be 
attainable.=—— But had they, hke-the Syrophenician WOINAn, CON» 
tiriued to preſs'on, arid take no-denia?, they would have found that 
Perſeverance would have crowned their Jafors with ſucceſs :—and 
that 7 Fen they Iball reap, 4: ' they faint not. ——1 come, 
2. To ſpeak of the ſeaſons, when the Lord ſhould be lought, 
Now my text enjoins us to feek the Lord, 4vhile he may be {ound, 
&nd call upon him while he is negr. There are /eaſons, which are at- 
| tended with peculiar advantages for ſeeking the Lord, and to'which 
ſome ſpecial promiſes are made. Such a ſeaſon is the time of youth. 
« Tlove them that love me, ſaith the Lord, 5 and thoſe that ſeek 
'v me early-ſhall find me.” 


" 
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Let the younger part of my audien-e. attend to this, and « Re. 

e member now their Creator in this ſeaſon of youth and before the 
evil days come, in which ye ſhall ſay, we have no pleaſure in them.” 
You will never ſee a feafon, in all your lives, ſo {avourable for 
ſeeking the Eord, and: obtaining his. mercy and' ſaivation, as the 
preſent. You are.not yet fo hackneyed in the ways of ſin, as others, 
who are more, advanced in years, and you are free from a thouſand 
perplexities, which harraſs thoſe, who. have families tp govern and 
provide for, which engroſs their thoughts and anxious cares. If 
you do not ſeek the Lord, and embrace religion now, the odgs is 
vaſtly againſt, you, waether you will ever do it, in all your life, If 
you look among thote, wio are now poſit of true religion, and 
are happy m the love and favor of God, you will, perhaps, find 
twenty young people, and thoſe who embraced religion when they 
were young, tor. one of more advanced ape. Let me therefgre, my 
dear childref and youth, beſcech you, as on my bvended kne?s, and 
with the tendereſt bowels of loye and pity, /eet ye the Lord, now, 
pray, O' pray fervently to God, that he would pardogyour fins — 
purify your hearts, blefs you with a ſenſe of his or Aitabliſh 
you 1n all goodneſs. Do not let the devil perſuade yon, -that it is 
too ſoon, for 1t never can be too foon to. be deliyered 'from the 
wrath and curfe of God, which continually hang over your heads, 
while you are without an intereſt in the blood and righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt, and your. hearts are not renewed by. the Holy Ghoſt, —lc 
never can be too ſoon to love the God that made you, the Saviour 
that ſhea his precious blood. for you, and to taſte the ſweet, the 
latizfying pleaſures of religion, which exceed all the joys of ſenſe, 
and gratifications of this deluding and infnaring world. Young 
people die, as-wellas old, and it you die our of Chriſt, + axe loſt 


and ruined for eyet and ever, It is therefore the height of folly, 
for you to ſuppoſe it is too ſoon; or that it is not now high time for 
you * to ſeek the Lord.” 


- 2. Let your age be what it will, the proper feaſon for ſeeking the 
Lord, is'now, It may be now, or nevet, and now is the only time 


you can call your own. Therefore, from this moment, *© Seek ye 
rſt the kingdom ot God and his righteouſneſs. There is no con, 
cern, 1n all the world, equal to the concern of your ſouls, there. 
fore, let, that, which is of the firſt dignity and importance, be firſt, 
Tought, anget all other things bend to this.  « Beho'd now 1s the 
\ accepted time, Behold, now is the day of ſalvation.” 

3, Seek the Lord, at the ſeaſon, when he may be found, and at 
2 time, when is near, God has promiſed ro be Re" of them that 
teek him, and he is near to thofe that call upon him. Therefore 
wile the Lord-is calling on us by his word, and we enjoy the ar. 
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dinances of religion and the means of grace, we ſhould cry migh, 
tily unto the Lord, both publickly and privately, for mercy, grace 
and ſalvation. We krow not how ſoon the candleſfick may be re. 
moved out of this place, and the ſpirit of God ceaſe to. firive with 
you . or, death may convey your bodies to the grave, and you be 
fixed in remedileſs deſpair. 'The Lord is now near he waits to be 
gracious, you are invited to come unto him. Hut, in a little while 
all theſe goiden ſeaſons and goſpel opportunities will be no more ; 
a perio:i will be put to the day of life and aidience, and then ſhall 
you call upon the Lord, and he will not hear, you ſhall ſeek him 
early, but you ſhall not find him. -Q how ſhould theſe awful con- 
fiderations awaken every ſoul to ſeek the Lord, while he may be 
- found, in the means of his -appointment, and call importunately 
upon him. while he is near in the ordinances of religion ; leſt too 
late, we cry Lord, Lord, open unto us, and he ſhall anſwer, and 
ſay, Verily I know you not, depart from me all ye workers of inj- 
qQUIEY. . 

At ſuch a ſeaſon as the preſent. delays are extremely dangerous, 
' Hereby we abuſe the tender mercies of God, who has provided 
thoſe ordinances and means ot ſalyation, we harden our hearts, 
grieve the ſpirit, and give the deyil greater and more effeCtua] ad- 
yantages oyer us. Every day are we going farther and farther from 
God, and 'nearer to hell and everlaſting ruin. Every day*we wax 
weaker and weaker, fin and corruption wax ſtronger and fRtronger, 
and the probability of our ever turning, leſs and leſs. Ina word 
the danger is daily increafed of being given up to a hard: heart, and 
a blind and reprobate mind, ſo that damnation will become inevie 
tabie. Theretore, let me 1ntreat you, this day, to hear, and obey 
the c1vine' call, and harden not your hearts, leſs God inail © {wear 
6 in his wrath, that ye ſhall not enter his reſt.” 'To excite vou to. 
. Nee the wrath to come, and to ſeek the Lord, before 1t be too late, 
1 ſhalj now proceed, _ 

$. To mention the encouraging motives contained in the text. 
Let the wicked return into the Lord, © and he will have mercy up- 
© on him, and abundantly pardon him ? 

S1N1ers, your caſe is inceed bad, and enough to make- every 
_ conſiderate heart fad to, think of itz; you are hanging over the 
burning fiery turnace, by the YJendey thread of life, this is-all that 
holds you up from dropping down into the flaming gulf of everlaſt. 
ing perdition. A fearful fituation indeed ! But though your ſtate 
15 dre25tul and horrendous, yet it is not deſperate. If I thought 
it was {| would not ſay a word, that might torment you before the 
time. But, I think, I can give you the beſt aſſurance, that it 18 not 
the caſe, Notwithſtanding all your. great, multiplied and long 
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continued provocations. your offended ſovereign has merey 1n ſtore 
for you * And it you will now forſake your wicked ways, and 
anrighteous thoughts, an--w:ll return to the Lord, through Jeſus 
Chritt, © he will have mercy upon you, and abundantly pardon you. 
O that ſuch unexampled goodneis, and ſuperabounding mercy may 
lead you all to repentance. © Though you have played the harlot 
among many lovers, and, have done evil and bitter things as you 
could, yet return untp me faith the Lord, and I will return unto 
you. Tho your fins be as [cariet, they ſhall be white as ſnow, 
though they be as crimſon, they ſhall be as wool.” No fins fo great, 
no crimes fo aggravated, no rebellion, however cauſeleſs, and long 
continued, ſhall operate to your final deſtruftion, if you will but 
ncw return unto the Lord, and ſeek his face ; for he will ſurely 
have mercy upon you, and abundantly pardon all your tranſgreſs 
fons, ſo that in1quity ſhall not prove your eternal ruin. 

It is frequently faid among you, + That I never propheſy any. 
ood concerning you—that LI preach you all to hell, and there I 
leave you—that I give you no encouragement, and ſuch like.” In 
anſwer to ſuch, I would ſaxy, © How can Þ bleſs, whom the-Lord 
hath not bleffzd ? There 1s no peace faith my God to the wicked. 
Ard the wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all the people thay 
forget God.” The word of God does not furniſh me with a fingle 
ſentence, to comfort or encourage aty man that will per{iit 1n fin; 
But it abounds with encouragements to thoſe whg will forſake fin, 
and return to the Lord. Such an encouragement 1s that in my text; 
and if you have delayed your repentance and conyerſion to God, till 
you could hear ſome encouragement to tet about them,—then all 
your excuſes, for any further delay, are now ſilenced . for what 
zreater encouragement can you expect ?—Yea, methinks, 1t'is {0 
preat, as might exceed all expectation —Would tos God the. en- | 
couragement may operate fo kindly on all your hearts) as to-induce "4 
you all, without one exception, to ariſe, this very nour, and fay, 
one to another, * come, let us return unto the Lord .? or, at leaſt, 
that this may be the filent language, and ſettled purpoſe of. every 
heart. But is it ſo in fat? does the all-ſeeing' eye of Gad, now 
behold ſuch 3 purpoſe taking place in every breait and all your ſouls 
in motion towards him ? look inward, my brethern, and lay, is it 
ſo, or is:not ? 

+. I proceed to the 


we. * 


EPLICAT TOY 


1. From, what has. been ſaid, we may learn, that as the mercy 
of God, and eyerlaſting happinels 13 beſtowed, through the biood 
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- and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, on all that truly return unto. the Lord, 


or, in other words, on all who repent and are converted, fo all 
fuch as refuſe to return to God, through Jeſus Chriſt, ad remain. 
in an impenitent, and unconverted ſtate, are yet in their fins, —yn. 
pardoned, out of the fayour of God, and under the curſe, due to 
all their tranſgrefſions,—and if they perſiſt —muſt ſuffer the venge. 
ance of eternal fire, Would You then know whether you would 
be happy, or miſerable, ſhould you. die in your. preſent ſtate, . 
you mult mguire, whether you have forſaken all your wicked ways, 
—Uungodly practices, ard unrighteous 3 imaginations, by true repent- 
ance, —and havs turred to. the Lord, by 2 found, canverſion and 
obtained pardon and mercy, by faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, A 
man is not likely to paſs through ſuch, a change as this, without 
knowing ſomething of it. © Seek and you ſhall find” * ſiyk Oup. 
Saviour, But if we ſeek, and find what we ſought for — and yet 
know, not that we have found, Pray, what comioxt, or.fatisfaCtion. 
ſhall. we obtain 2 

L fear the majority of my hearers, are neither. true ſeekers, nor. 
finders. Indeed, it is impoſhble. to be the latter, if. we have not 
| been the former . « Ye have not, becauſe ve alk not. The greater 
part of you, I fear, are yet careleſs and prayerleſs. Secret prayer 
you neglect, Or paſs through it, 12 a cold, hurrying, or formal 
manner. Family Prayer you wholly omit—no more prayer 18 your. 
families, than in your ſtables. You.come. to church; ? tis true, but 
it may be eafily diſcerned, by your lounging poſture, and light, trif« 
linz behaviour, that the prayers are nothing to you. I dare fay, 
ſome of you would be aſhamed, ſhould your companiens think you 
were ſ{eriouily joining in ow,” But you. are not aſhamed ro join 
with the ſervants of Satan, in their protane language, and in pour- 
ing out the dialect of hell—no, nor to join with them, in their 
drunken carouſels and abuſed feaſts. Poor fouls }. you are.in the 
gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity, {tll in your fins, andin 
your blood.———only a ep between you and death, ——— and that 
{tep would land il in everlaſting miſery. O conſider ſeriouſly ; 
and ſolemnly refte& upon your deplorably dangerous ſtate, andbe 
intreated to ſeek the Lord, now, while he may be found, call ear: 
neltly, fervently, frequently upon him, while he.18 near In his or- 
dinances, and iti waiting to be gracious to. you, 

But if you will not hear and obey theſe ſolemn, calls and gracious. 
invitations, and ſeek the Lord while you enjoy the ordinances of 
the goſpel, and means of grace, in which he may be found, you, will 
bitterly lament your folly, when it 1s too late. You will remem- 
ber millions of ages hence, what opportunities, and means any al 
yation you once had, but loſt and abuſed them all. - A remembran 


(9. dure (5... % 1, 
of the earneſt invitations, you hay? heard this day, will extort tears 


from your eyes, and proans trom your hearts. What indignation 
* will be excited againſt yourſelves, when you reflect on the pains, 
which have been, taken to 'make you happy, and how obſtinarely 
you have rebſted all the remonſtrances of God, your miniſters. aid 
your belt friends, that you fold your ſalvation ſor a thing of nought, 
and ruſhed down to hell, with the ſound of mercy in your ears. O 
what anguiſh, what tortures, what ſharp twinges muſt your poor 
ſouls feel, Irom the wotm that never dies, and the fire that ſhall 
never be quenched, Your miſery muſt be eternal, the ſmoke of 
your torments aſcend for ever and ever, bereaved of all hope, and 
ſealed wp In black deſpair ! O ſhocking thought! But this muſt be 
yous certain doom, if you will not ſeek the Lord now, while he 
may be ound, and call upon him, while he is ne ar. 
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Repentance flowing from a view of Christ cruci- 
hed. | 


A SERMON. FOR GOOD FRIDAY: 


ZECH. xii. 11. Aug,25-1f Ly 


In thet day ſhall there be a great mourning in Jeruſalem, as the mourn, 


ng of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 


Y Brethren, This day was ſet apart by the piety of our an. 
M ceſtors to be held ſacred in memory of the death and ſut- 
terings of our great Redeemer, and we have met accordingly, 1 truſt 
with this profeſſed defign. And as no diſpoſition can be more pro- 
per on this occaſion, (eſpecially as we are about to approach the 
table of the Lord) than that of humble, mourning penitence, and 
unfeigned ſorrow for thoſe fins which ſeparated between us and our 
God, and were the procuring cauſe of all the wounds and agonies 
our blefled Saviour endured ;I have made choice of the words nos 
read ; In that day, &c. 

Our church, in the laſt queſtion and anſwer of her exc2iient 
Catechiſm, makes repentance'one of the grand prerequiſites tO a 
worthy participation of the holy Sacrament, and what can be more 
proper to excite in us this precious grace than'to look on him waom 
we have pierced, and to behold the love of God manifeſted the 
ſufferings of his only Son. | EN RR 

The mere conſideration ok the great ruin and miſery that in ha 
brought upon us, in ſubjeing us to the curie of the law and th! 
torments of hell, mav, indeed, fill our hearts with legal terrocs, ad 
cauſe much ſorrow ind uneafineſs of mind on account of thoſe mil 
cartiages whereby we have injured our immortal ſouls. But n »:hing 
ſhort of a view of Chriſt crucified, and the free mercy of G2). 
venting itſelf through the channel of his flowing blood will a2 

\ the heart into ingenuous relentings and cauſe the eye to ſtream wit 
- fears of real contrition and godly forrow which work2th a rep 
a40ce no: to be repented of. + The fear of pumihment my Caul? L 


= 
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man to refle&t upon his crimes with grief ; but, 2s this prief pro- 


ceeds from a forced and violent principle, it is conſiſtent with as 
much love oi fin as before ; and, conſequently, this will not amount 
to a true and ſzying repentance.. Yea, a man may be ſorry for 
his crimes, and wiſh he had rot done them :* and yet, if this ari- 
ſes only, or chiefly, from a view of their future conſequences it is 
no. more than a legaTTepentance _ which termuates upon himſelf. 
But true repentance, as-it is the effect of divine grace, arifes from 
2 much nobler principle 3 the creature 18 wounded and mourns for 
fn, not chiefly:becauſe it is deſtructive to himſelf, but becauſe he 
has provoked thereby a gracious and mercitul God, and pierced 
and grieved a loving and campaſhonate Saviour. + ef 

This is clearly taught us in the verſe before the text. © And I 
; will, pour out upon the houſe of David, and the inhabirants of Je- 
6 ruſalem)y the ſpirit of grace and ſupplhcation, and they ſhall look 
« on him whom they have '/pterced and mourn, as one mourneth 
c for an only ſon, and be in bitterneſs as one that is 11, bitterneſs tor 
ca firſt born ? And then follows the words of the text ; in that 
(Gay, & Ce Tt TY W_ bers 

In theſe words we have a deſcription of the mourning ofgenu- 
ine repentance, and alſo the nature of it, as being the effect ef 
love ; they {hail mourn as a parent for an only jon, and as the 
mourning of Haddadrimon, where the children of'Iſ1ae] mourned 
for the many thouſands of their brethren the Benjamites, who 


were put to the ſword, by their hands, at the rock Rimmon (Judges 
xx, 47). And like the mourning of Judah and Jeruſalem in the 
valley of Megiddon, where they lamented the untimely fate of their 
beloved king Jeſiah, who. was flain there, by Pharaoh Nocho, king 
of Egynt. And, will not every pious ſoul, thus mourn for fin, 
and lament his woeful wickedneſs, when he looks to him whom he 
lath pierced, the. bleeding Lamb, by a ſaving faith, for-pardon and 


pete ? FO nt: 
To apply this prophecy to any but Chriſt, would greatly enervate 
ine meaning of it. Nor are we left to mere conjeQure' in this 
cle, ſince the evangeliſt, St. John xix, $7. quotes this very - pro-” 
piecy, and applies it to the ſuffering Saviour ; and again another. 
(cripture faith, « they ſhall look on him whom they have pierced? - 
Dome would confine the word tbzy to the Jews only, when they - 
b Dr. Tiliotson, Serm. 159, Vol. 9, Page 34, of the 12mo. edition of- his works, 
vYe3a concise, though excellent d*-finition of repentance, to wit ; * A change of 
Mind, a conviction that we have done amiss, $0 as to be truly gorry for wat we 
ave dane, and heartily wish we had not done it,'— Which taken together, and 
1 the largzyt Sense, ca1 be liable to n> exception ; but in som? Sens*es, a man 


"ay b2 Sorry forsin, and wisha thousand timzs'heha4 not done it, and yet beno 
true Deatent. ono vo 03. 43 » | 


ſhall be gathered in from their preſent dif petrſion: 
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effi They ſuppoſe 
their converſion ſhall be general and ſudden ; the vail ſhall be takey 


away from their hearts, and they ſhall cireCt ther eyes toward thae 
Mefhah whom they have crucified, and return'to hith with weep, 


ing and ſupplication, teſtifying their unteigned 'remorſe arid ſorrow 
for that black and crugl deed. And having recovered their loſt 
genealogies, they ſhall, /as it i« exprefled in the verſes after the 
text) with their Families, apart or feparately, 1:ment their bleeding 
Lord. IE 4; % 

But whether this be theiprimary ſignification of the prophecy or 
not, I ſee no reaſon 'to corifine it to the Jews only, ſince-its bez 
yond all doubt that ſin was' the murderer 'o&f the Lord -of Glory; 
atid, 'as"finners, the whole human race have contributed their ſhare 


to-his 1gnominious death . ſo'that Whenever tHe'vall of darkneſs and 
unbelief*1s taken from thetheart of any of us, and 'we behold 'the 


curſed deeds our ſins have done ; we ſha!l look on him"'whom we 
have pierced, and: mourn in godly ſorrow, and with deep and heart- 
felt repentance. Fe h 

In the-proſetution of this ſubjeQ, I Thall, 


_ 1. Enquire more particularly into the nature -of that mourning 


here ſpoken of, ſaid'to be on-a particuler day. 
JI. WHAt day that is when this mourning ſhall be heard. 
+I[L.- Speak of the cauſes of this mourning. . 

TV. Apply,=== # 


.zL;Jam'toenquire, '&c. BP Ae ER 

Jn my'text- Its ſaid; it ſhall be as the mourning of Hadadrimmon 
' in the valley of Megiddon : -and in the- context, as the mourning of 
.a fond parent for-an'only ſon. But here I ſhall particularly confine 
. myleif.ro the (nor wire text, and {hew the nature of the'raourn- 
ings of true repentance from the examples there given. And, 


.-1. The mourning-of truetepentance, is as the mourning of Had” 
adrimmon. Of this we have an account in Judges xxi. 2, 3, & 6 
After the'men of Ifrael in heat of blood, 'had ſlain fo many thou- 
{ands of their brethren, the Benjamites, and came coolly to refleCt 


-upon-what they had done z © They went up to the houſe'sf the 


« :Lord, and abode there till even before the Lord, and lift up their 
« yoices and wept fore : and ſaid, O Lord Cod of frael, 'wiy 18 
« this come to' pals, that there ſhould be tb day one tribe lacking 
* Iſrael; And the children of {ſrael repented them for Benjamin 
s their brother ; and ſaid, there is one tribe cut off from Iſrael tÞ18 
Wor ma FR 

Thus ſinners, .in the heat of youthſul blood, or through the v10- 
lence of depraved appetite and luſtful pafſions, thoughtleſsly go 
© myrder and defiroy that which is the neareſt ar.d deareſt to them: 
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ſelyes, even their. own immartal ſouls, But'when they come cools 


Ly and deliberately to reftect upon what they have done, they are 
L nile tothe heart, mourn bitterly befcre the Lord; and grieve 
ſore that they have cut themſelves off from the portion of the true 
Hrael.of God, and ruined their, precious-ſouls. Believe it dear bre- 
thren.; it 1s NO- ſmall ſorrow. that pofſefieth: the heart vf thoſe, who ' 
are ſenfible of the baſe and odious nature. of. fin, and. conſider the 
dire effeCt of, their paſt, bold. and inſolent behaviour , The ſprings 
of their,grief are-qpened, and many and mournful are their reflec. 
tions,.. when they. Jay to heart their. monſtrous folly. and madneſs in 
thus brutiſhly ruſhing on in fins forgatting, Go, and: deſtroying ; 
themſelves. 

2. We read. that Ifzael, repenting of what they had done, went 
up. tothe houſe of the. Lord, and abotfe there.before God till even, 
And fo will the penitent. Theehouſe of the Lord is the- place of 
his delight. Nor does he now. as formerly, think the ſervice there 
tedious and burdenſome, or murmur at. the: undue length of it ; he 
would willingly abide before God till even; and as-he ſees now. his 
neceſſiry, he would wait patiently upon the Lord in his. ordinances 
in hopes of a ſupply. He wants a heart to. lament; his iniquities, 
more than ever he has done yet, and he things he. neyer_ can get {0 
much dumiliptign, as he needeth and. ought to have: 

3; Ir is not improbable, but that it might. ſomewhat add. to the 
oriet of Iſrael, whenmhey refle&ted: upon = which. had given fe. 
to ſo much bloodſhed; rd that as many thouſands had-been de- 
rived of their lives on account of one unworthy woman; who not 
Jong. fince- had: played the: harlot and deſerted. her lawful mate, 
$015, the grief of a penitent- ſinner.much augmented, when. he re= 
lets and conſiders; that for the ſake of a baſe luſt, or. trifling .gain, 
he has offended the-great and-merciſul God, incurred his Cifplea-: 
ſure, and rendered himſelf obzoxious to his wrath and curſe. 'T his- 
makes'him with repenting Ephraim, to. ſmite upon his thigh, for. 
his fooliſh. and ungrateful conduct ; faying, What have I done. | 

4 Another thing that we may notice.in rirael here, and. that 1s, 
thats \they repenzed for the Benjamites, not. for. any. evil that they 
now expected from them, but for the evil themſelves had done to 
the Benjamites. Thi alſo-may. ſerye.to illuſtrate the repenting of 
2pious Chriftian,, For the.true penitent mourns over and laments 
his uncreaturely. behaviour towards.a gracious God; not that he 
a2ow apprahends.anty evil from him, {for the fears of wrath ang 


? The Lord punished the Ben} amites, ſor their wickedness' and idolatry ; byt 
ks plain the. l+raelites mm gong to battle azainst them, thought of no. such thing 


a 'ere CXAa+ Pex ated and stirred up thereto, "for the;r al} uSage to the Levite's con- 
cyoine, 


. faving repentance. Lepal repentance 15s the eitect of {laviſh fear 


future vengeance are taken away from his conſcience by his clg, 
ſure with Chrilt by faith) but becauſe he has acted ſuch an unwor. 
thy part. and ſo often provoked his kind benefactor, who hag ta. 
ken care of him all this time : has borne with his provocation ; 
and notwithſtanding all that he has done, 1s willing to be reconci. 
led to him, to take him into favor and receive him into the boſom 
of eternal love. A ſenſe of God's abuſed mercies and ..unmerited 
favours, 'is the main ſpring of evangelical repentance. © O un. 
« grateful wreteh that I am, ſays the pemitent, how could I fin a. 
gainft fo much love and mercy ! How baſ2 and disingenuous hag 
my conduct been, thus to diſregard the author of my exiſtence, 
and of every bleſſing I have enjoyed, or do expect ! I know that I 
am vile and utterly unworthy of the leaſt of all thy:mercies, Q 
Lord. I am not only depraved and finful by buth, but my prac- 
tice has been a diſgrace to my rational nature : inſtead of devoting 
the bloom of youth and the flower of life to that tiberal BenefaQor 
to whom I owe my very being, I have ſquandered it away in the 
ſervice of the devil. and the purſuit of worlcly pleaſures and triſling 
vanities z and now to think of the amazing love and compatſhon of 
my provoked God and Father, who is willing {till to pats all by, 
and to put me among the children of his deareft love. - O it wounds 
my to reflect ypon my baſe behaviour towards ſo much goodneſs.” 
Laftly. The mourning of true repentance, 1s, as the mourning 
of the Valley of Megiddon, + 'There is a wide difference, as I have 
already hinted, between legal and not ſaving, and evangelical and 


but evangelical 1s the effeCt of redeeming love. 'The mourning 
of legal repentance, or of that repentance which goes before and 
prepares the way to a found converfion, 18 conſtrained and merce- 
nary, occaſioned by a dread of future pumihment, and rhe creature 
would willingly caſt it off and get rid of his uneaſy fears ;- but the 
mourning of true and ſaving repentance. which is the effect 2 
real change. wrought in rhe heart, will, and affeions, is free and 
ſpontanevus, and it. affords the ſoul no ſmall degree of pleaſure 
when he can pour out his heart in tender relentings before God. 
To unfluice the burdened heart and to feel it melt. freely in the 
ſight of the Lori, is truly comfortable, and adminiſters much de- 
light to the true penitent Chrittian. 'The more penitent he is, the 
more he 1s affeed with a ſenſe of his fin and the goodneſs of God, 
the more pleaſure does he enjoy.— And in this very reſpect, that 
his mourning 13 not forced but 1s free, it 'may be ſaid'to be as the 
mourning of the Valley of Megiddon ; where the men of Judal 
and Jeruſalem poured out tears of ſorrow for their good king Joſt: 
ah under whoſe auſpicious reign they had reaped ſo many bens: 
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fits, both civil and religious. And fo genuine and free were their 
lamentations upon this occaſion, they made it an ordinance, that 
the people, in mournful poems, ſhould annually commemorate Ins 
untimely and unhappy fall, 2 Chron. $5, 25 And thus does a 
true pentent go up to the houſe of the Lord i{tatgedly, and eſpecial - 
ly to the holy table, with this deſire, that he may by the Uriking 
memorials of his death, remember the dying Jeſus, and get his 
heart more deeply attedted, while hz looks on him whom he hath 
pierced, | . | 

If, I come now. to enquire into the particular day. when the 
mourning of irue repentance ſhall be -heard. | 

Now this day 15 pointed out unto us in the context : whore the 
Lord promiſeth to pour out the Spirit of grace and ſupplication 
upon king 2:4 people. And whenever that promiſe is falklied, 
either to a natton'1n general, or to any individual under-the found 
of the Goſpel, 2nd the Spirit of grace 1s youred out, convincing the 
creature of fin z enlightening him in the knowledge of himfelt 
and his own miſerable and helpleſs {tate ; and opening his eyes to 
behold the goodneſs and mercigs of God venting itſe'f towards him, 
and freely vouchſafed to bis unworthy ſoul ; -— — Upon that day 
are tne mournings of true repentance to. be heard ; | 

Repentance, as well as faith, is certainly the free gift of God, - 
and can only be wrought by his power and grace. Hence we read, 
Acts 5. 31. That Chriit is exalted to the right hand of God to 
give repentance and remiſſion of fin ; and again 2. Tim. 9, 25. 
If peradventare God will give them repentance. Conſider this O 
imners'; you who are goingon now in a round of ſinful pleaſures, 
neglecting God and the means of his grace ; preſuming, perhaps, 


upon this, that you can repent hereafter, and ſet all things right. 
Know this, my dear. brethren, that repentance is not in the power 
of your hands ; nor 1s it the ſpontaneous growth of nature, you 
can no more repent, without the agency of the Diviae Spirit, than 
you can draw water out of the flinty rock, or quench the burmng 
lun; Cry heartily then to the Lord for the Spirit of Grace, and 
wait daily upon God in the ufe of means, that you may obtain re- 
pear ince unto hfe. * Delay nnt this work one day longer. Parting 
it ofir will not render the work more eaſy, no, but it will harden 
your hearts more and more, throw you till farther out of the war, 
and. render your caſe {till more unpromiting and hopele!s. 
 Thechains aud fetters of inveterate habits are riverted the faſter 
upon your necks, by every hour's delay ; and you m danger of 
being hardened through the deceitfuineſs of fin, But, that which 
1s worſt of all, you are grieving the Holy Spirit of Gud 3 and by 
jour continued refiſtanze, rany cauſe him to depart and g7e you 


> 


- 


244 4 
future vengeance are taken away from his conſcience by his clg, 
ſure with Chriſt by faith) but becauſe he has acted ſuch an unwor. 
thy part. and ſo often provoked his kind benefactor, who hag ta. 
ken care of him all this time : has borne with his provocation ; 
and notwithſtanding all that he has done, 1s willing to be reconci. 
led to him, to take him into favor and receive him into the boſom 
of eternal love. A {ſenſe of God's abuſed mercies and unmerited 
favours, 'is the main. ſpring of evangelical repentance. © O- un. 
« grateful wreteh that I am, ſays the penitent, how could I fin a. 
gainft fo much love and mercy ! How balſ2 and disingenuous hag 
my conduct been, thus to diſregard the author of my exiſtence, 
and of every bleſſing I have enjoyed, or do expect ! I know that ] 
am vile and utterly unworthy of the leaſt of all thy:mercies, Q 
Lord. FT am not only depraved and finful by birth, but my prac- 
tice has been a diſgrace to my rattonal natute : inſtead of devoting 
the bloom of youth and the flower of life to that liberal BenetaQor 
to whom I owe my very being, I have ſquandered it away in. the 
ſervice of the devil. and the purſuit of worlcly pleafures and trifling 
vanities z and now to think of the amazing love and compaſhon of 
my provoked God and Father, who is willing {till to pats all by, 
and to put me among the children of his deareft love. O it wounds 
me to reflect ypon my baſe behaviour towards ſo much goodneſs.” 
Laftly. The mourning of true repentance, 1s, as the mourning 
of the Valley of Megiddon, + There is a wide difference, as I have 
already hinted, between legal and not faving, and evangelical and 
. faving repentance. Lepal repentance 1s the eitect of {laviſh fear 
but evangelical is the effeCt of redeeming love. 'The mourning 
of legal repentanee, or of that repentance which goes before and 
prepares the way to a ſound converfion, 1s conſtrained and merce- 
nary, occaſioned by a dread of future pumihment, and rhe creature 
would willingly caſt it off and get rid of his uneaſy fears ;- but the 
mourning of true and ſaving repentance. which is the effe&twot a 
real change. wrought in the heart, will, and affections, is free and 
ſpontanevus, and it. affords the foul no ſmall degree of pleaſure 
when he can pour out his heart in tender relentings before God, 
To unfluice the burdened heart and to feel it melt. freely in the 
fight of the Lord, is truly comfortable, and adminiſters much de- 
light to the true penitent Chrittian. The more penitent he is, the 
more he is affeQed with a ſenſe of his fin and the goodneſs of God, 
the more pleaſure does he enjoy.—- And in this very reſpect, that 
his mourning 13 not forced but 1s free, it 'may be ſaid 'to be as the 
mourniny of the Valley of Megiddon ; where the men of Judail 
and Jerutalem poured ou: tears of ſorrow for their good king Joſt- 
ahyunder whoſe auſpicious reign they had reaped ſo many D2ne- 
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fits, both civil and religious. And fo genuine and free were their 
lamentations upon this occaſion, they made it an ordinance, that 
the people, in mournful poems, ſhould annually commemorate his 
untimely and unhappy fall, 2 Chron. $5, 25 And thus does 2 
true pentent go up to the houſe of the Lord itatedly, and eſpecial - 
ly to the holy table, with this defire, that he may by the Rriking 
memorials of his death, remember the dying Jeſus. and get his 
heart more deeply afeQted, while hs looks on Kin whom he hath 

jerced. 
c I. I come now. ts enquire into the particular lay when the 
mourning of irue repentance ſhall be -heard. 
Now this day 15 pointed out unto us in the context : whore the 


Lord promiſeth to pour out the Spirit of grace and ſupplication 
upon king a4 people. And whenever that promiſe is falkled, 

either to a nation'1n general, or to any individual under the found 
of the Goſpel, 2nd the Spirit of grace 1s youred out, convincing the 
creature of fin ; enlightening him in the knowledge of himſtelt 
and his own miſerable aud neipleſs [tate 3 and opening his eyes to 
behold the goodneſs and mercigs of God renting itſe'f towards him, 
and freely vouchſafed to Is unworthy ſoul ; . Upon that = 
are tne mournings of true repentance to be worry: 

Repentance, as well as faith, is certainly the free gift of God, 

and can "oy be wrought by his power and grace. Hence we read, 
Atts 5 That Chriſt is exalted to the right hand of God to 
give MN and remiſhon of fin - and agam 2, Tin. 2, 25. 
if peradventure God will give them repentance. Conſider this. O 
fnners”; - you who are goingon now in a round of ſinful plealures, 
negleting God and the means of his grace ; preſuming, perhaps, 
upon this, that you can repent hereafter, and ſet all things right. 
Know this, my dear brethren, that repentance 1s not im the power 
of your hands ; nor 18 it the ipontaneous growth of nature, you 
can no more repent, without che agency of the Divine Sparit, than 
you can draw water out of the flinty rock, or quench the burmng 
ſun, Cry heartily then to the Lord for the Spirit of Grace, and 
wait daily upon God in the ufe of means, that you may obtain re- 
pear nce unto life. | Delay not this work one day longer. Parting 
it off will not render the work more eaſy, 10, but it wall keen | 
your hearts more and more, throw you till further out of the war, 
and. render your caſe {till more unpromiting and hopele!s. 

The chains and fetters of inveterate habits are riverted the faſter 
upon your necks, by every hour's delay ; and you in danger of 
being hardened through the deceitfuineſs of fin, But, that which 
1s worlt of all, you are grieving the Holy Spirit of Gud ; and by 

Jour continued reſiſtance, razy cauſe tum to Gepart and gie you 
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over to 2 reprobate, mind, The. Spirit has. ſtrove long. with you, 
already, but he. will not always itrive. with man. And Ol! ſhould; 


| he ceaſe and give. over his ſtrivings with, you, your doom is lettled: 


even mn this world. and nothing retains but a fearfu}-looking for 
of judgment and-fiexy indignation in the' world t9.come. Let me 
entreat you then. for the Lord: s fake, and. your  foul's ſake cry 
mightily and frequently ta the 'God of al: grace. for the accom. 
philment of this promiſe that he will. pour.out. the Spirit of grace, 
and {upplication, that you may repent and grieye for your follies. 


pait; and turn: to the. Lord with-all your hearts; Looking. unto byn 
whom you. have pierced, and mourn. 

And this leads: me: to the: next head, | 

HI. Where I was to {peak-of one of the principal capſes of ge-- 
nuine repentance; and. that 13, a looking unto Jeſus whom we have. 
pierced by. our ins. 
But here I would have. vou take notice, that 1t is not every: 
mourning. at tae rep! ſentation of Chriſt's ſuffrings, that 1s evi. 
dential of genuine repentance. Kor many can be deepiy affeted: 
at the rehearſal of this tragical ſcene, who:can. ſtill live in the prac- 
tice. of known fin. and cheriſh thoſe monfters in. their own boloms, 
that put the Saviogur's ſoul to-pain and drew,the. blood of his heart. 
But thoſe who pouz out the. tears of g2naine repentance, when they; 
look unto. the wounded and ſufferin: ſas with the eye of faith, 
do conſider their fins as the Procurin iz. cauſe of all ; and they. hate; 
and abhor thoſe abominations, tiiat pierced and. tore. his fair body, 
and ſtained his limbs with purple gore, They can no more bear: 
10 harbour and cheriſh i 1n1quity in their Aearts-and lives, than 2- tond 
parent to, careſs. the murderer that comes reeking iram the flaugh- 
ter of an only ſon; , 

When fin 1s viewed as the, murderer of the Lord of life and zlory 
;t muſt appear edious and abominable in the eye of every gracious, 
foul. Nor does its face ever appear more black.and deformed, than: 
when it is viewed in the blood and wounds, the groans ad death: 
of the Holy and innoceat Lamb. of God: Sucha fizht of fin muſt. 
onen all the {pring of ingenuous repentance, 2nd make the remems 
brarice of it bitter as wor mwood and gall. 

Let us tben this day take a view of fin ia this glaſs : of rather. 
fet us look to hin who was wounded for Our tranſgreſſions, bruil.. 


_ ed for our nNLQUties, and on whom tae « <haftiſement of our. peace. 


was laid, and lee 15 it will not melt our %0: y hearts and awaken alt 
our tender paſſions. To heap the gro20s of a criminal broken upon 
the wheel, would excite our compaiion ; and thall not the agones 
of our dear Redeomer move ourafefions and touch every mourn- 
ful ftripg. O firs 5 did we feriouily confider and lay to heart the 
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great evil our fins have done: whet miſery and Twn they have bro't 
upon us ; and how unable we are to extricate ourſelyes from that 
gulph of deftruthoh, to which they had expoſed us » and then re- 
flect upon the love of the dear Lord Jeſus which inclined him to 
undertake our deliverance; what he {uffered in order to accome 
pliiſh'the undertuking ; and how baſe)y we have reguited him after 
all ; Tarely the prophecy in my text would this day be fulfilled in 
our ears ; there would be preat tournings here, in our Jeruſalem, 
as the mourning of 'Hadadrimmon, '8&c. | Moen 

1 would dire& your eyes then to him whom you have pierced, 
and ſee what will be the effect. I have not time to Tzad you to 
every ſcene of aMiction he naderwent, bit ſhall only point-out 
briefly Tome'of the laft. And : 

1. 1 would have you to follow me in your contemptations to the 
garden of Gethſamaue, iReho}d there the Prince of life, the fair 
inicarnate'Svn, "drinking of tHe brook in the way ! 5Sce him kneel= 
ing tid even -proftrate upon the cold ground, zvuring oat his buter 
groans and weeping ſwpplications :— Sorely depretied with forrow 
and amazement .nzow complaizinaf to his drowſy followers's « My 
* foul is exc-2ding forrowful even unto death.” Now going aſide, 
pouring Cut his heart to his heavenly Father, ſaying. Father, if it 
be pollible, let this cup paſs from me; And again, O my Father, 
if this cup may not paſs ffom te except I drink it thy will be done: 
'q. d. - If the end, for which I came into the world, cannor be 
anſwered, unleſs I endure thefe grievous ſufferings ; Behold I ſub 
mit : thy will be done; I came to fulfil it ; even to deliver hnners 
from the curſe of the law, the tyranny of Satan, and the Jaws of 
'hell; and rather than they Mall periſh, I will wrihg out the very 
Oreps of this bitter ctip, and endure the greateſt torments, however 
painful to fleſh and blood? He riſes frum prayer, but returns again 
the third time, ſaying, almoſt the ſame words; and in this laſt com- 
dat his © gony is10 great and violerit that his 1aman nature 18 almoſt 
overwhelnied. See, from the ſktes, one of the celeftial inhabitants 
appears, to ſtrengthen him. Behold with what ſpeed he flies to his 
Proſtrate Lord, taiſes him. up from the earth, wiping the purple 
dews from his bleſſed fac®, and chearing his heart with ſuch divine 
conlolations, as are proper to animate his foul in fuch a yehement 
ſtruggle. But he is ftili in an agony and prays more earneſtly, fo 
that a preternatural ſweat of clotted gore iflues through all the pores _ 
of his lacred body and falls down to the grind, as he bows. his 
tice towards it. | | I 
_ And now let us enquire ; Why does the holy one of God thus 
luffer and agonize ?' Why fo depreiſed ? Why all tneſe bitter 1a 
MNtations and Mournful cries ?—Why, my Brethren, i: was bes 


\ 


248 

cauſe the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all, He is now bear. 
ing our priefs and carrying our ſorrows | taking on himfelf our 
dreadful right ; lying under that mountainous load of gnilt which 
would have cruſhed the whole human race down to bottomleſs per- 
dition. Look, O Look attentively, my dear Brethren upon your 
agonizing Lord, and conſider what he ſuffers for you, —Look on 
him in his garments rolled in blood and pierced through with many 
forrows by our fins, and ſhal} we not mourn as for an only ſon, 

2. I wonld lead you from the Garden to the high Prieſt's Hall, 

where he ſtands. hound as a criminal before the ſcribes and elders 
of the people. . Here he is 7:diculed and abuſed. crowned in mock- 
majeſty, ſpit gpon and ſmitten. From hence I would Jead you to 
Pilate's judgment feat. Here Jeſus, your dear ſaviour, is arraign, 
ed at the bar, Pilate examines the cauſe, fads no fauit-in him, and 
15 wiyng to releaſe him and Jet him go. The Jews are clamor. 
ous and wut for judgment to be Even. againſt him. Pilate think» 
ng to appeaſe their groundlefs rage ana malice, tells that he will 
chaſtife him and then Je kim go. And now, behold he is ſtripped 
naked as the vileſt of flaves, whipt with violent and unrelenting 
hands, bruiſing and tearing his tender fleſh, gaſhing and wounding 
his back. making long the furrows of the tormenting ſcourge... O 
tee! how the blood ſtreams down till all the pavement is diſcolaur- 
ed with the ſacred gore. In this ditmal plight he 1s brought forth, 
and Pilate pointing to the patient ſufferer, cries out, * Behold the 
man.” Behold his head pierced with briars, his face ſwelled ala 

' firokes, his hands bound faſt with thongs, ſo that he can'teven y 
away the blood that trickles orer his eyes; and his whole dads bo 
full of bruiſez and bleeding wounds from head to foot And now 
Jet us enquire again. Why does the innocent lamb of God ſuffer 
fach inhuman indignities and hard uſage? Why does he ſtand there 
a mo{t piteous IpeCtacle, thus gaſhed and torn ? What. evil hath 
he done? None at all, he is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and free 
from all fin. But he is wounded thus, for our rranſgreſſions, he 
35 brufſed for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 15 upcR 
him, and by theſe ſtripes we are healed. Behoid here and fee what 

_ dreadful exploits your ſins have done! See the wounds you have, 
given to your beſt friend.in heaven and earth. And when we fee 
how we have pierced the lov ely J elus, fhall we not be 10 bitterneſs 
as one that in, &c. 

3 One fcere more and we have FRY * tter all th 11S rough” treatment 
the Jews are fo far from being appeaſed, that they « ery out the mor? 
vehementlycrucify him cruzity him.” Pilate ſits «wn again upon the 
judgment ſeat, and pives ſentence that it {hail be 2 3 they requiredy 
« take Ye him and crucify him, No ſoouer is this unrighteous ſen- 
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tenc2 paſt,” but they ſeize upon him/and drag him away to" cruci- 


£:i0n. See the bleſſed Teſus led as'a lamb to the laughter. Be. 
hold him going through the gates of Terufalem, attended by the 
rabble, and bending under the weizht of that heavy croſs, on which 
he 15 ſhortly to expite See him faint « trough loſs of blood, toil- 
ing up the bloody ſteep of calvary ; mocked and derided by the 
multitude; while a'few weeping matrons, at a diſtance, bewail and 
lanjent him And now having reached the ſummit of the moun- 
tain, 'he 18 treated ' with vinegar minglea wit th gall, expreſſing by 
this odious mixture the urmoſt contempt and cruelty. See him 
ſtripped and laid upon the fatal wood, his arms extended and thoſe 
bleſſed hands, which had been ever employed | in dealing the moſt 
alutary benefits to an ungratetul world, and thoſe feet that had 
conftantly- carried him about on rhe molt beneficent deſigns, are 
nailed to the accurſed tree. Behold he is lifted up: he hangs be 
tween the heavens and the earth, wreathing aud agonizing with 
pain-and torture ; his head crowned with thorns and the blood 
lowing down in copious ſtreams. Hark ! do you'not {eem to hear 
his heart rending groans ; and that meiting expoltatation,. which 
rends the flinty rocks, ſtrikes the ſenſeleſs earth with a panic, and 
throws all nature into a trembling conſternation, Eloi, Elo1, Lama, 
&. My God, my God &c. And at length. he bows his head 
and yields up the ghoſt, in the moſt excruciated torture and at= 
tended with every mark of infamy and reproach. O blefled Jeſus, 
was it for this that thou did{t leave thy native heaven and the boſora 
of thy Father, to take our nature and to vittt theſe abodes of guilt 
and forroy, Was it for this that ſo many gracious diicouries were 
delivered, and ſo many atts of love and beneficence were perform= 
6d ! For this ; that thou mightett be {uſpendea on the ignominious 
croſs, 2nd tie i in agones unknown... Amazing and as hee Gght 
deed! Juſtly O {un, mighteit«thou drive thy chariot back,and hang 
the ſable curtains of midaight before thy vluſhing face z and jultly, 
0) Earth, didſt thou tremble to ſupport ſuch works of darknels. and. 
kama barbarity. How cou'd ye, Oo ye, blood-thirſty J ews, be 
guilty of {uch ſavage cruelty ? But let me not throw all the blame 
upon the ſpiteful [ews , for, O my {oul, thou art verily. guilty 
concerning this - matter. In vain doT blame the whips and thorns, 
the nails and: ſpear. In vain do I blame the Roman ſoldiers and the 
tulers of Iſrael. 


'Twere you my fingmy cruel fins, his chief tormentors were ; 
ach of my crimes became a nail, And. UhERet the ſpear. 


Twere you that pull'd &c. $2Ly SRI 
Watt's 'H. 95: B.-II. 
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.O let. each cf. us look on him. whom. we have. pierced. Let ui 
reflect, that each of us have borne a part in bringing about this 
tragical ſcene, and contributed to the blood and. wounds, the groang 
and death of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, And ©, thall we nor mourn 
for thofe fins, whereby we have pierced our merciful and, dear re. 
deemer. Or have we hearts ſo hard; ſo dead to all ingenuous re; 
lentinge, as {till to remain unmoved at theſe horrid exploits our 
fins have already wrought ;' or can we bear the thought of {till per. 
Gifting 1n fin, and thus ;crucify the Lord afreſh and open all his | 
wounds, NY a | | 
') my ſoul, has he not ſuffered/enough for thee already ! _ 
_*'O my brethren, was it 'not for the blindneſs of our minds, the 
ſtupidity, hardneſs and unbelief of our hearts, we could not think 
'upon our own mifery by fin, and the many grievous provocations 
whereby we have provoked our gracious God, tender Father and 
| liberal BenefaQor; and reflect upon the painſvl ſufferings, our dear 
Redeemer has endured on our account, without great feelings of 
heart, tears and penitential ſorrows. [na word, could we view all 
theſe things together in any good meaſure as we ought, there would 
without all doubt, be a great mourning here this day, as the m0urn- 
ing of Hadadrimmon, &c. | 
IV. Apply. + SN Nt Me CY 
-_  T ſhall improve this ſubje, by a word 'of Examination and of 
. Exhortation. - Ts 20 © Y 
A word _ EO I OO RT OW. 77 
1. Of Examination. Ts it ſo that wheneyer the Spirit of grace 
and ſupplication 1s poured out upon any man, that he will look on 
him whom he hath pierced, by fn, and mourn in_ godly forrow 
for his baſe behaviour, towards 2 gracious God and a fuffering 94+ 
viour ? Me 54 EY INTL 3 
Hence then, you may examine yourſelves —  ' _ 
__ 1. Whether the Spirit of grace has been poured out upon you ? 
Tf it has, then has it been to you a ſpirit of conviCtion and of 1lJu- 
mination ; convincing you of the odious nature's fin, and your loſt 
_ and miſerable ſtate thereby-: and enlightening vou in theknowledge 
of Chriſt, as an all-ſuffici-nt Saviour, both able and willing to ſave 
to the utmoſt. You have conſidered fin, not only as the deſtroyer 
"of your own ſouls, but as the murderer of the Lord of Life and 
Glory. Arid now I aſk you, and T beg you would aſk yourſelves, 
Have you ſeen fin and conſidered it in this light, ſo as to lament ic 
before the Lord, and to loath yourſelyes for all. your abqminations 
 3gainſt a merciful God and loving Saviour, Have you confeſſed L 
*x1:h ſhame and giief, and forſaken it with abhorrence ? Do you 
Lok-upon Ga as' moſt hateſul in it's own nature, aud do/you detell 
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it [not only, as it is an enemy, and deſtrnaive to yourſelves, but, 
as'it was the procuring cauſe of all that moving fcene of ſufferings, 
which Jeſusbore ? Has a ſenſe of God's. pardoning love and mercy, 
flowing freely, through the blood-of Chriſt, to your guilty and ſin. 
polluted ſouls, cauſed your hearts to me't betore the Lord, and 
more tenderly afteAted you for your iniquities, than all thg thuncers. 
of Sinat, or the flames of hell could do? Have you experienced. 
the changing and converting power of this Spirit of grace, turning 
you from the love and practice of fin, and giving you a taſte and. 
reliſh for thoſe things which are ſpiritual and divine. And by the 
alliitance of the ſame Spirit, have you been enabled to embrace the” 
promiſe of life and Sa'vation, with ſuch a believing application to” 
your'own ſouls, ſo as. to change your diſquieting fears of wrath, 
mto-the delightfal mournings of real penitence.? Theſe are ſome of 
the effects ot the Spirit of grace, and happy thoſe ſouls who have: 
experienced- them, and can bear teſtimony thereto' in their own 
hearts and lives. SER d/o dc on Þ eg 
' 2, Has the Spirit of ſu>plication, alſo. been poured out upon you? 
If fo, then you haye b2en brought lowly to. your knees: and you. 
ve a life of prayer, daily waiting npon God, 18 the means of grace 
Praying, not in. a_ careleſs lukewarm manner, as if you were pour- 
ing out emp! y ſounls into the air, but with earneſt ſolicirude, that 
your requelts may be heard and granted, Prayer is the breath of 
every child of grace . and he {inds. by experience, that his fou] can 
no more proſper and be ia' health; without prayer, than his body 
can \ublilt. and thrive without food to nouriſh and-ſupport its juices * 

and-air to heave the lungs and fan the vital flame. Are you dili. 

gent and inſtant in prayer? And therein do you find liberty from 

time to time to mourn before your ſovereign Lord, whom you have 

offended : and'to expreſs by tears, that ſenſe” of God's amazing 

goodneſs, and pardoning mercy, through Chriſt, which fills your 

hearts,. and is. too big for lanyzuage to expreſs. And, Odo you. 
not find ic a moſt ſweet and delightful hour indee!, when'you can. 
et this liberty to-pour out your hearts before God, mourning for 

in, and rolligg'your ſouls ypon the all-futfciency of Chriſt, as\your 


- 


only hope and truſt# * © 92 NON. 
Perhaps, ſome poor believer. may be ſayirg, © O'Sir, I amrafrard 
Tam deftitute of this Spirit of ſupplication. I have no heart to 
* Pray,, my heart 33 as. hard as.a piece of the nether mill{ſtone, fo 
_* that it will not melt ; and though T would defire to mourn for ſin 
* and to loath myſelf tor my -abominations, . yet I find, 1 cannot be 


J ateCted with a {eate of theſe things, as I know I fhould, and would. 


oO 


—— Iu mR er eee er rent rn DOE OO 


Sens re ——  — wu = 
<4” Uo e— FAY nt IS Ro GO —_— 
bY a - 
2 Op Oe oe Ts In _ 
- —— - 
- — —_ —_ 
- P_—_ a 4 - + % — — wn — 
of - 
y Si. 
- 


Pow gn 
— - - 


25% | 

I anſwer. If the ſpirit of grace has been. poured out upon you, 
to cha: ge and quicken you to a lively faith in God's mercy 1hrovgh 
Chrilt,” you are-not to conclude your ſtate is bad, þecaule you. want 
ſenfible comforts now, at this time, It is true, the ſpirit of grace 
and of ſupplicatiov is uſually poured out at the ſame time : but the 
ſpirit of ſupplication comes and goes : but the ſpirit of ſaving grace 
abides with behevers for ever New converts, generally ſpeaking, 
have frequently, very delightfal frames and comfortable feelings jn 
prayer, kearing, and {ſuch like duties ; but when they cone to be 


" Of a longer {tanding 1n the diyine le, they are more lettled. and 


their frames are much lefs frequent than at firſt. 4nd hence, ſome. 


would draw very uncomfortable concluſions againſt themſelyes ; 


doubling the goodne's gf their ſtate, and queſtioning all their ſor,. 
mer experiences to-be no more than a deluſion. - Hut be not dif. 
couraged at this. Believers in all ages, have known the plague of 
a hard heart, as weil as you. Mary times they are ſo dull and 
heavy, bound and Fraitened in their own bowe's, that they have 
nov heart to.pray ; they .can do no'hing, but fit ard groan before 
the Lord, complaining of their languid irame of {pirit and the blind. 
pets of their mind. They ſeem all dead and dark within, But ag 
they know that all power and life is from God, therefore they {ti!] 
wait ypon him ; and have found at length, to their ſweet experi- 
encey the opurit poured out like water upon the jhirfty, and floodg 
upon the dry ground. MWait+ then upon the Lord, Q-drooping 
Chriſtian, for they that wait upon him ſhall renew their ſtrength, 


- 


" and mount up. with wings as an eagle ——It is not improbable but 


you yourlelf may remember a time. when you were under the ſame 
complaints as now. B50 cold and hſelets have you been in the 
duties of religion. that, inſtead of delight, they have lain as a buf 
cenſome taſk upon your hands ;— you could not neglect duty, nor 


could you pertorn it with any life or ſatisfa&tion. You have gone 
ſo often to your ſecret retirements and to the houſe of God with 


your hard heart, and have returned, with it, as -hard. and, liteleſs 


ful, till at length you have a'moſt deſpaired of ſucceſs. Dut has 
not the ha DY hour zrrived at jaſt when, ere you were aware, your 


ſoul has been made like the chariots of Amwigab ? You got }iberty 
to pray with holy tervor, and to confeſs your ſins, with filial for. 


row and relentings. Let paſt experiences of this torts encourage 


you to hope for better days.  .. © 
A; 'y ſays a dejected Chriſtian, Surely I have no grace # 

+21]: lam entye'y deſtitute of all ſpyitual life, or, ſurely, 1 never” 

6 could be fo heartieſs in divine things. Nor can I think that God 


© would ever leave one of his own children fo deſtitute of all Jeps: 
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ind to long more for that ſtate of perfection above, where all theſe 
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t ble. comforts and eyjoyments as Iam ? Can ſo much deadneſs, be 


« oonfiltent with grace ?' 


| anſw:r.. God's belt ſervants, in all ages of the church, have 
thus compiained. ——— And no doubt, for wiſe reafons, the Lord 
many. times cuts off the ſtreams of [enfible comfort, from his dear- 
of} friends, white here below, in their wilderneſs ſtate. And one 
reaſon for. this, may -be, that they may learn to live more pon him, 


complaints ſhall be for ever at an end, —=If you {hould find.a back. 
wardnelſs to God and duty, and-can at the {ame time be careleſs in 
the matter, —this indeed 1s a fad mark, But ii at juch times, you 
ſeel an emptineſs within,. and much anxiety of heart, ſaying, O 
that I knew where I might find him,! O that it were with me as 


| in months paſt! And if you are ſtill ſeeking diligently, in all the 


means of grace, to obtain the ſpirit of ſupphcation, and raaintain 
communion with God, — be not diſcouraged, —your caſe is neither 
fingul4ry, Nor deplorable. Weep:nog, tays the prophet, may en. 
duce for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. In a little wrath 
[ id my face for a moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs, will I 
have Mercy u30n thee, ' ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer. Wait then 
upon the Lora, I fay, i all his ordinances, and come thzs day to his 
table . and while you. behold the pierced Jeſus emolematically ſet 
forth and crucified before your eyes, who knows what a gracious 
effeCt it may have, towards the relief of all your preſent compeaints. 
And this leads me to cloſe all with a word ot exhortation. 
My brethren, we are juſt about to approach the table of the Lord, 
where the bleſſed body: of our gaviour Jeſus Chrift, which was 
pierced, manpgicd, torn and wounded by our ſins, 1s repreſented 
and brovght to our ſenſes, þy the broken bread: and the ſtreams 
gf bloodl, which flowed from his head, his hands and feet, are ſet 
etore cur eyes, in the wine poured forth - There let us look on 
lim whom we have pierced, and mourh as for an only ſon. Figure 
to yourtelves by the eye of faith, the bleeding Lamb of God, 
wounded: for our tranſgreſſions, &c- His whole body difcoloured 
dy the toxmenting ſcourge, and the blood trickling down to the 
giovnd, _ Behold hin hanging upon the croſs, and groanjng out 
tp ecicus be, for crimes which we have dong., And O.! ſhall 
not” car hearts break to ſee the dreadful exploit our fins have 
 Wicuylit upon the ſoul and body of our beſt friend in heaven and 
earti;, Come, O. Come, bring all your. hard hearts under the 
Moppings of this precious blood, and ſurely they muit melt mats 
Us Of genuine ſorrow and unfeigned repentance. "% x1 60H 
all ye obftinate ſinners, who have hitherto been deaf tothe 
"DUnGe21s of the law ;z lived in the neglect cf the Lord (cſus, per- 
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ſiſted to gneve - 3nd provoke him, by your horrid oaths, your dria« 
kenneſs, Tevellin*s and ſuch like; Come, O come and ſee what 
| the dear Jeſus endures for you, 29d ſurely, even deyils could not 
treat him fo bad,. as {till to. wound him by your fin, and grieve him 
Þy your iniquities. Methinks it is an exploit of wickedneſs, tor any 
man that only hears. of the great love ol Chriſt, to continue mn dif. 
obedience to,” and rebellion. againſt him. - What then muſt we 
think of thoſe, who, under'preteice of friendſhip, will. approach 
his table, and, Judas like,. go back into the world and crucify him. 
atreſh and put him. to open thame, by. their untender walk and un. 
holy. canverſ- ton, 
kt'1s certaitity the duty. of every profeſling Chritian to comp'y 
with-all-the otdinances tat Chriſt has initituted in his church, be. 
cauſe it is. their duty to be in reality what they profeſs to be,—but 
yet, I would rtever be underſtood, as if L catied every one indiſcn. 
minately to came to the Lord s table, whe her you endeavour to be 
a rea} Chriſtian or not, whether you repent of your fin or not, For 
Hi; there cannot be a more hockin, z impropriety, \than for a 
man to'pretend- to approach this aying. feaſt, without penitentia) for. 
row for thoſe fms, for which the Saviour died. I wow'd rather ad- 
refs the ſwearer, the drvunkard, the. liar, the whoremonger, and 
ſuch like linners, upon this occaſion in the languzge of the Plat mit, 
Pſ/'L 16, 17, What haft thou to.do.ro declare my ſtatutes, os, 
that thou houlakt take (the-ſeal of) my_covenanr in thy mouth, 


ſeeing thou hateſt to be reformed, and caſteſt I. words behind thy 
Dick, +. 

Bat I vo earneſtly 1 invite to the able, all thoſe, who, being ſen- 
Gble of the great evil of fin, have fled, or are heartily. defirous to 
fly to the Lord Jeſus for reſuge, and are reſolutely determined, by 
the aſhitance of divine grace, to break off from all. known fin, and 

to walk in the ſtatutes and ordinances of the Lord, | 
To conclude. Let us all-confider the preat evil of fin. See 
how low it brought the Lord of life and glory : to waat orievous 
ſufferings it ſubjeQed him. And if he, who ſupports all nature, 
and holds up this poncerous globe 1n his hand, and weighs the 
Hills as in a pair of balances if he thus funk atitlet the burden of 
fn : what" will become of you, O finners, who live and die there 
4n 1 Will not the: weight of it fink you down, down to bottomleſs 
perdition ! If he, to whom fin as only imputed, did. ſuffer ſuch 
2gonies, and pour out fach bitter groan» in the garden, when. the 
Lord Jaid our in:quities upon kim, what- bitter groans and cries 
will the impenitent and unrenewed ſoul, pour out.in hell to all 
eternity, eſpecially, when to all his otter fins, he adds this, 0! 
ſighting the blood of Jeſus, and refuſing to accept of proffered 
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race. Accuſtom yourſelves to view fin in this light, and, I think, 
it muſt make you ſee the preat evil of it, and cauſe you to deteſt, 
abhor, and forfake it, and fly to the blood'of the--Lord Chriſt to 
cleanſe you fron it, ' | * SO 
Now to' God'the Father, Son, &c, | 


S E R M O N _ XVIIE 


Containing some observations and practical re. 
marks on part of the sizth chapter of Genesis, 


GENesis v1. 8. | ! 
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 


F,'0O0LS make a mnck at fin,—bat it is a grief to God and all 
good men. Its nature 1s deadly, and its conſequences fatal. 
It has ſeparated between God and man, and corrupted the whole 
human race. It brought death into the world, and the diſpleaſure 
of the Almighty againtt 1t has been manifeſted, in. many Tearful in- 
ftances,—-and will be manifeſted, in a more fignal manner, in the 
world to come, ' the proper place ot! retribution. In the days of 
Noah, it provoked the Lord to {weep away, by a deluge, the world 
of the tingod:y,—and,: in the.days of Lot, to turn the: cities of So. 
dom and Gomorrah into aſhes, condemned with an overthrow, 
making them an example unto thoſe that after ſhould live ungodly, 
. Or, as the Apoſtle Jude ſays, ' they are ſet forth for an example, 
© ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire,” Theſe awful examples 
are held up t9 men. .in all ages, till the end of time, as ſtriking 
monuments of God's righteous indignation againſt fin and fingers, 
—and a warning to mankind to avoid unholy practices. or to repen! 
of, and turn from all in and ungodlineſs, as they would wiſh to 
eſcape the damnation. of hel]. bs rag Tis 
We are told, by the inſpired penman, that God looked. tpon th: 
earth, and (aw that ail fleſh had corrupted his way upan earth. But 
this is to be underſtood, with ſome ſmall lmitatzon. One, or more, 
ia the worit of times, have been found, who feared the Lord, 
eſcaped the pollutions of the worla,—ſtood firm, and maintaiaed 
their integrity againſt example reſolutely good Hence, from the 
earlieſt periods, we find, from the hiſtory of the generations of 
Adam, that mankind were divided into two. claſſes or diviſfions,-- 
to wit, into good and bad, godly and ungodly. "This diviſion vega" 
with Cain and Abel, —and became more and more:confſiderable ac 
cording to the progreſs of ſin, Cain was of that wicked gye the devV. 


o 
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He gave way to the temptations of Satan, drank deeper and deeper 
into his ſpirit—and fo became more and more ayerie to God, good. 
neſs, and good men, For this cauſe he flew his brother, becau/e 
his own works were evil, and his brother's rightecur, Cath was acC« 
tuated by the ſpirit of the devil, and A5e/ by the ſpirit of God. 
Therefore, ini after times, g6o0d and ba.!, holy and unholy men, 
took theiz denomination from him, whoſe image they bore, and 
whoſe ſpirit they poſſeſt. Hence they were called the children of 
God, and the ch:/dren of the devil. Thus our Lord,'ſpeaking to the 
jews, who boaſted of their lineal deſcent from Abraham, while 
they polleſt not his ſpirit, nor did his works ; ſays, ye are of your 
father the devil : and the works of your father ye tvill ds.—And the 
Apoſtle faith, He that doth righteonſne/s 15 berni of Gred, —is. a fon of 
God, —but he that committeth jin is of the devil, —a child of the devil, 
O ſhocking parent indeed ! O what a dreadful inheritance will he 
enta1l upon bis ſons and dailghters! Wou'd to God, poor finners 
would conſider this. | ; 
Another diſtinQtion, between the fighteohs and the wicked— 
between thoſe that ſerved God, and thoſe that ferved hith not, we 
find in the Old Teſtament : And that is, the « Sons of God and 
t the daughters of men z'*—or, the children of men. From which - 
diſtintion we learn, that the dottrine of regeneration, or the #2ww- 
birth, though now accounted novel and itrange by ſome, is of very 
antient date ; even as far as the time of Noah, as may be feen un 
the ſecond verſe of this chapter. The Sons of God /aw the daughters 
of men. In theſe words the ſpiritual and natural birth are intended, 
and placed in oppoſition one to the qther. All the rational inhabi- 


tants of the earth, indeed, deſcended from -!dam, by ordinary ge... 


neration 3 and ſo, by nature, were his ſons and daughters ; or the 
ſons and daughters of men. But thoſe, who were called the ſons of 
God, were made ſo, by Spiritual regeneration, or a birth of the 
vpirit. And being born from above, —born of God, they became 
the ſons of God. They were made partakers of the Divine nature, 
and the Spirit of. God dwelt, and ruled in them. But the children 
of men continued in their natural ſtate, unchanged, unregenerate, 
and under the guilt of ſin, both original and aCtual, were ruled and 
governed by fieſhly appetites, and remained under the power and in- 


lluence of the ſpirit of the evil one. Chis was the difference be- 


tween the regenerate and unr&generate then, is now, and will be to 
the end of the world. And the inward change did then, does now, 


. and eyer 2041 manifeſt itſelf in holy tempers, in religious ations, 


a works of piety and mercy. Their © lives religious entit'ed them 
*t0 be called the Sons of God.' They were the true worlhippers 
of God, and the vroteifing members of his church on earth, 
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In the pale of this'church, I ſuppoſe, all the deſcendants of Adam 
continued, till Gain: for the baſe and unnatural murder of his bro. 
ther, was excommunicated from it, and ſeparated from the com. 
wunion of. the faithful, Which excommunication ſome ſuppoſe 
to be the mark /et upon Cain. This puniſhment, perhaps, was then 
inflited on him, for correion and amendment inſtead of death 
as no law as yet, had been revealed, which mde death the penal. 
ty of murder But, ſome might aſk, what great puniſhment way 
there. in this ?—I am very ſenfible, that the generality of men and 
women,. in theſe degenerate days, look upon excommunication 
From the church of Chriſt, and a ſeparation from the communion 
of the faithful to be no puniſhment at all. They voluntarily chuſe 
Tſucha ſtate, by wifully excommunicating themſelves. Being un« 
der. the power of fin, and aQtuated by the ſpirit of the devil, they 
have no delight in the ordinances of the goſpel. or the ſociety of 
real Chriſtians. And to be of no church 1s no ſtigma at all, in 
theſe jine ttmes, as they are called. To be of no church, has, in, 

_ deed | become ſo common, now, that many even pride themſelves 
in 1t. But this was not always the caſe. Times have been, when 
the ordinances of religion and the privileges of communion in the 
Church of Chrift, and with the faithful members thereof, were 
better underſtood and more highly eſteemed. And.to be exclu. 
ded therefrom has been reckoned, by conſiderate men, a puniſh- 
ment of no ſmall-magnitude. In the earlieſt, the beſt, and pureſt 
ages of the church, if any of her members, by ſome miſconduQ, 
were deprived of church privileges, or ſhut out of communion, they 
would ftand at the door, and weep for months to regain admit» 
tance, and be reſtored to their former privileges of church mem- 
berſhip. | | 

_ Excommunication ſrequentiy was attended with the happieſt et- 
feCts ; and where it did not amend, a ſevere curſe was the conſe- 
quence. - And this appears to have been the caſe of Cain. His 
ſtubborn ſpirit, like too many in our day, flighted the correction ; 
he hardened himſelf againſt its tumihlating deſign, ſtood off by him 
ſelf, and ſought no rcconciliation with God, or his people. He 
caſt off all form of rei gion, perſiſted in an abandoned ſtate of ſe- 
paration, quit the ſotiety of the taithful altogether, and went away 
into the land of Nod ; that is wandering, as the word Nod Ggnt 
ties. He wandered from God. The native conſequence of this 
conduct was, that he became more and more averſe to God and 
religion ; and more—and more under the power of the devil and 
his own vitious tempers and affetions. Nor can. we reaſonably 
hope that his children and poſterity ſhould care any more for God 
and religion, than their abandoned father. Touth, depraved by 
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natures are not like to think much of ſacred and eternal concerns, 


where there 1s neither precept ar example before their eyes. Much 
leſs, when they have the example of a graceleſs, profligate and 
jrreligious parent to lead them another way. And we find, in fa, 
that Cain's poſterity were juſt as ungodly as himſelf, Being brought 
up without religion, and. without God in the world --—---- Diff 
pation, muſic'and. dancing, balls, afſemblies, and ather ſuch like 
arts of amuſement and paſtime, had, never been known in the 
world. if religion, and the love and worſhip of God had been pro= 
perly cultivated. Men would have wanted no ſuch opiates for 
;nquietude within : and no ſuch expedients would have been in- 
vented or wanted, 70 k:// tzme and ſupport the dull and tedious houry + 
had not men been. ſtrangers to the loye of God, the pleaſures of 
religion, and a life of communion with the father of their ſpirits, 
Never oracle ſpake a greater truth, than this, « Were all men hap- 
© py, revellings would ceaſe. SR | 
Unhappily for the Cajnites, their impious father taught, and in» 
ſpired them with no better hopes and deſires, than what this world 
could afford ; and conſequently they turned all their thoughts and 
inventive faculties to make the moſt of this world ; juſt as thouſands 
do now. Hence we read of their building cities, inventing inflru- 
ments of muſic, and of war. The ene to amule rhemſelvyes, the 
other to annoy and plunder their neighbours. This was the folace 
and ſtudy of that gracelefs family., God. was far above out of their 
thoughts. And, doubtleſs, Cazr's daughters were nor at all behind 
hand with their” brothers, in their inventions for pleaſure, vanity 
and amuſement. Every female art of drets and frippery, ornament 
and beauty, that could tend to captivate and inſnare the incautious 
beholder, was ſoon found out by "them. And ſome would ſay, 
where was the harm of all this ? —I know, ſhould I judge from what 
I ſee, and hear, that ſuch. things are thought very harmleſs, and 
even neceſſary, by the chiidren of this world +: who,. though they 
talk of religion, and have ſomething; of the form: of it, are ſtrangers 
to the power. But let me tell you, my brethren, theſe were the 
fatal arts, which led on. to the deſtruCtion of the old world, an4 ſtill 
continue to deſtroy thouſands of precious fouls. It was'by theſe 
arts, that the morals and religious principles of the Sons of Gad,— 
the family of Seth and others, that had hitherto maintained the 
worſhip of their Mak-r, were corrupted and depraved. . By little 
and little the profeſſors of religion. were captivated by theſe arts and 
taſhions, —warped' from their integrity, and drawn off from Gad, 
to the ways and maxims of this' giddy and! ungodly tribe ; ſo that, 
dy degrees, univerſal degeneracy and a general apoſtacy took place, 
and the world was fijled with violence--rapine—-blood and-ſlaugh- 
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fer. © Hence it was called thr 2vorld of the ungodly. God was forgot 
ten; his ordinances and worſhip forſaken—and luſt and pride. re. 
yell? n25 and pr roſaneneſs Came Lis lixe A flood, and carried all be- 
2 76 them. 
' In what ſtrong and ſtriking,colours, is this ſame picture drawn, 
by the. incomparable Milton) whoſe ſentiments, in divinity. are 
generaliy a3 found and jult, 23 his poetry is maſterly and deſcrip. 
tive. "He introduces /{ichae!, the arch angel, unfoiding and pre. 
ſenting to Adam this yery ſcene, i have touched upon. And as bis 
ſentiments may ſerve tg cortobora :> and illuſtrate mine, it may not 
be improper to repeat a ſerv 9f his tine lins. By the direction of 
the angel, Adam looked, and ſaw the tents of Cain,—from whence | 
the ſound of inſtruments were heard, , which made melodious chime; 
Then he ſhews him, at a diſtance, a diffc rent ſort of men; coming 
down, from the high neighbourins wills, to the mn where the. 
Cainifes dwelt. And, *' 
-Þy their OY 
Juſt men they ſeem'd, and all their ſtudy bent 
To worſhip God' aright, and know his works. 
_—— They on the plain 
Long 'had not walked, when Faves the tents behold 
A 5 of fair women, richly gay 
fn gems and wanton dreſs ;—td the harp they ſung 
Doft amorous ditties, and in dance came on. 
The men tho' grave, ey'd them, and let their eyes. 
Rove without rein, till in the amorous net 
Firſt caught, they lik'd, ard each_his liking choſe. 
With feaſt and muſic ail the tents reſound, 
The angel theri proceeds to explain this ſcene, which tp fallen 
pature ſeemed pleafing and deſirable; and thus to Adam ſpeaks— | 
J udge not what is beſt bg 
By p leaſure, though to nature ſeeming meet, 
Chetek as thou art to nobler end 
Holy and pure ccnformity divine. 
Thole tents thou ſaw/ſt, ſo pleaſant were the tents 
Of wickedneſs, wherein ſhall dwell his race 
Who flew his brother : Studious they appear 
Of arts that poliſh life, inveritors rare. - 
Unmindful of their Maker.— 
Yet they a beauteous offſpring ſhall beget : 
For that fair female troop thou ſaw it, ſo gaJs 
Yet empty of allgood —— - 
Bred only and completed to the taſte 
Of luſtful appetite, to ſing to Cance. 


To thefe that ſober race of men, whoſe lives 
Religious titied them the Sons of God, 
ra yield up all their virtue, all the ſame 
gnobly to the trains and to the [miles 
Oi theſe fair atheiſts. and ſwim in JOY» 
And laugh, for which the world ere long muſt weep. 

| And Saint T ade, ſpeaking af the ungodly and profligate, in his 
ay, ſays, © They pg! gone in the way of Can.' Strangers tothe 
power of religion, and lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God. 
(0) what a warning is here to all, who wiſh to ſaye their own 
ſouls. to ſhun the tents of ufc and dancing, dreſs and ſhew,—and 
to keep theraſely' 'e8 and their children from the haunts of the Iight 
and vain, leſt they be drawn into the way of Cain, and their ſouls 
be entangled and loſt for ever. Nothing tends more to alienate the 
heart from God, and eraſe all impreſſjoas of religion, and ſenti- 
ments of vital piety from the mind, than garcings and frolickings, 
gaudy dreſs and parade. Though, alas, theſe things are almoſt as 
much in vogue, among the {ons and daughters of 4 merica, as they 
were among the ſons = daughters of Cain, and hence it is, that 
we have almoſt as little of tru? religion and the fear of God, Of 
theſe things I have warned you giten, and, take notice, L warn VOU 
once more, this day. 

Don't tell me, as you aften. have, that other miniſters of the 
church ſpeak nothing againſt fiddling, dancing and ſuch like, but 
rather encourage them. TI fear there is too much truth 1n this. 
But what good do Hay ? Did you eyer hear of one foul converted 
by their miniſtry ? No, nor ever will, iy my opinion. It is not 
mootſihle'; for God may convert'a man, by the devil. if he plea. 
les, and a raven may carry foog in her I to a child of God, 
of which ſhe eats none herſeif, But thele are caſes ſo extraordi- 
nary, that they are not to'be expected. Tis oy means of ſuch min{- 
ers, that the church, at this time, is in ſuch a dec ining —fſuch a 
deplorable ſtate. It 1 is aſtoniſhing to me, that any man, not to tay a 
aniſter, ſhould countenance /zch things, who believes the Bible, 
and takes notice of the many examples and warnings, therein re- 
corded, of their pernicious effects, - Let all who with to bear the 
charaQer of the ſors of God, and (o be happy in his love and favor 
bere and hereafter, take heed to what I ſay on this particular. | Cake 
heed how you MIX with {uch companys and 1 how you ſuffer your. 
elves or your children to intermarry into families that have caſt off 
religion and the fear of God. All prudent means, at leaſt, ſhould 
be made uſe of to prevent /uch conneFions, as proved the deſtruci- 
Cn of the antediluvian world. Bat how little 1s this regarded, e- 
ven by profeſſors 'of religion f iſ a young man ſohcits the hand of* 
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fer. | Hence it was called th* 2vorld Fe the ungodly. God was forgut 
ten his ordinances and worihip forſaken—and luſt and pride. re. 
vellings and proſaneneſs carne 1n, like a flood, and carried all be. 
107e them. 

In what ſtrong ang ftriking,colours, is this ſame picture drawn, 
by the incomparable Milton, whoſe ſentiments, in divinity. are 
general y a3 ſound and jult, a3 his poetry is maſterly and deſcrip. 
tive. "He introduces /{ichae!, the arch angel, unfoiding and pre. 
ſenting to Adam this yery ſcene, | have touched upon. And as bis 
ſentiments may ſerve tg cortobora: 2 and illuſtrate ming, it may not 
be improper to repeat a ſew of his line lin*s. By the direction of 
the angel, Adam looked, and ſaw the tents of Cain, —from whence | 
the ſound of inſtruments were he: which made melodious chime; 
Then he ſhews him, at a diſtance, a different tart of men, coming 
down, from the high neighbouring hills, © the plan where the 
Cainifes dwelt, And, 
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m—Þy their nile, 
Juſt men they ſeem'd, and all their ſtudy bent 
To worſhip God aright, and know his wares 
— —— They on the plain 
Long *Had not walked, when ments the tents behold 
A oy of fair women, richly gay 
{n gems and wanton dreſs ;—td the harp they ſung 


poft amorous ditties, and in dance came on. 
The men tho' grave, ey d them, and let their eyes. 
Rove without rein, till in the amorous net 
Firſt caught, they lik'd, ard each_his };king choſe. 
With feaſt and muſic all the tents reſound, 
The angel then proceeds to explain this ſcene, which t9 fallen 
pature ſeemed } pleaſing and deſirable; and thus to Adam ſpeaks | 
| -] udge not what is beſt FT 
By pleaſure, though to nature ſeeming meet, 
Created as thou art to nobler end 
Holy and ppre ccnformity divine. 
Thole tents thou ſaw}ſt, ſo pleaſant were the tents 
Of wickedneſs, wherein ſhall dwell his race | 
Who flew his brother : Studious they appear 
Of arts that poliſh life, inveritors rare. - 
Unmindful of their Maker. — ud 
Yet they a beauteous offſpring ſhall beget : 
For that fair female troop thou ſaw” it, ſo gaJs 
Yet empty of all good — - 
Bred only and completed to the taſte 
Of luſtful appetite, to ſing to dance. 


To theſe that fober race of men, whoſe lives 
Religious titied them the Song of God, 
>hali yield ud all their virtue, all their ſame 
gnobly to the trains and to the ſmiles 
Of thele fair atheiſts, and ſwim in joy, 
And laugh, for which the world ere long muſt weep, 

And Saint Jude, ſpeaking af the ungodly and profligate, in his 
day, ſays, * They have gone in the way of Cain.” Strangers tothe 
nOWer of religion, and lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God. 
0) what a warming 1s here to all, who wiſh to ſaye their own 
ſouls, to ſhun the tents of r2ufic and dancing, dreſs and ſhewg—and 
to keep theraſelv2s and their children from the haunts of the light 
and vain, leſt tney be drawn into the way of Cain, and their ſouls 
be entangled an loſt for ever. Nothing tends more to alienate the 
heart from God, and eraſe all impreſſjoas of religion, and ſentt- 
ments of vital piety fram the mind, than dazcings and frolickings, 
zaudy dreſs and parade. Lhough, alas, theſe things are almoſt as 
much in vogue, among the ions and daughters of America, as they 
were among the ſons and daughters of Cain, and hence it 1s, that 
we have almoſt as little of true religion and the fear of God, Of 
theſe things I have warned you giten, and, take notice, I warn you 
once more, this day. | ; Acne 

Dor!t tell me, as you aften. have, that other miniſters of the 
church ſpeak nothing againſt fiddling, dancing and ſuch like, but 
rather encourage them. [I fear there is too much truth in this. 
But what good do they ? Did you eyer hear of one ſoul converted 
by their miniſtry ? No, nor ever will, iy my opinion, It is not 
impoſſible ; for God may convert 'a man, by the devil. if he plea» 
ſes; and a raven may carry food in her mouth, to a child of God, 
of which ſhe eats none herſfeif. Bur thele are caſes ſo extraord:- 
nary, that they are not to'be expected. Tis oy means of ſuch min//- 
ers, that the church, at this time, is in ſuch a declining —ſuch a 
deplorable ſtate. It is aſtoniſhing to me, that any man, not to {ay a 
pinſter, ſhould countenance ſr:ch things, who beheves the Bible, 
and takes notice of the many examples and warnings, therein re- 
I corded, of their pernicious effects, - Let all who with to bear the 
claraCter of the ſors of God, and to be happy in his love and favor 
here and hereafter, take heed to what I ſay on this particular. Pake 
heed how you mix with ſuch company, and how you ſuffer your. 


religion and the fear of God, All prudent means, at leaſt, ſhould 
be made uſe of to prevent /uch conneFions, as proved the deſtruci- 
cn of the antediluvian world. But how little 1s this regarded, e- 
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their daughter, the inquiry is not, * Is he religious, does he love, 
honour and fear the Lord ?* but, * Is he rich, how many negroe 
has he got, and ſuch like ? ——If he has got the latter, the former 
is nothing Is this ating like men, who believe the Scriptures, 
and that the care of the ſoul is the one thing needful ? 

* And the Lord ſaid, my ſpirit ſhall not alwaygſtrive with man, 
© for that he alſo is fleſh , yet his days ſhall be an hundred an 
Etwenty years.” 

The ſpirit of God is a loving and beneficent ſpirit. He ſtrives 
with man and in man. K$indly firives, and graciouſly contends, 
to compel him, as it were, to be happy, by forſaking the wicked, 
and all evil ways, and by turning to God, and religion. Thus he 
ſtrove long with the old world. and kindly remonitrat2d againſt 

— their ungodly deeds. But he will not always ſtrive. His patience 
11 come to an end. However, to ſhew his {ong ſuffering, he way 
yet determined to ſtrive one hundred and twenty years longer, 
This he did, during the time the ark was building, by inward. 
checks, and the preaching of Noah. Had ſinners taken the alarm, 
repented, and turned from their fins, the bottles of heaven would 
have been ſtayed, and the flood had never drowned the earth. The 
Lord would have ſpared them, as he did the Nenewites, when they 
repented at the preaching of F2nah. But they went on careleſs, 
« eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, and knew 
« not,' conſidered not, heeded not © till the flood came and ſwept 
«them all away,* Theſe things are recorded as examples and warn- 
ingto us. T| know not, my brethren, how long God's Spirit may 
continue to ſtrive with you. But this I know, that if you do not | 
repent. quickly, and turn from your firis to God, if you do nct 
ſhortly obtain an intereſt in the- blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, if you get not your ſouls converted, and renewed, after the 
1nage of God, in rightequſneſs and true holineſs. as fure as God 
3s in heaven, and his word is truth, fo ſurely will all the curſes of 
the law, denoynced againit fin and ſinners, overtake you. and beat 
upon your naked and polluted ſouls, in one eternal ſtorm. 
A reaſon is added, why God's ſpirit will not always ſtrive with 
| man ; and that is, for that he ts alſo #:h. Bat ſome underſtand 
this as a reaſon, rather, why the Lord woyld till bear with them 
ſo.long ; © for that he alfo is fleſh ;' weak and frail. There 154 
Þirit in man, and the inſpiration of the Almighty has accels to it 
and giveth knowledge. But he is fleſh alſo and this fleſh'y part 
luteth againſt the Spirit, and bears down the good motions excited 
therein, by the ſpirit of God, Fram theſe two jarrirg principles | 
ariſes the ſpiritual warfare. The Spirit of God, as far as 1s con- 
- tent with the freedom of the human will, and moral agency, takes 
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art with our ſpirit, ard ftrives in oppoſition to the fleſh, If we 
therefore fall in with the motions of the good Spirit, and, through 
his help and power, mortify the deeds of the body, we ſhall live. 
But, if on the other hatd, we do not exert ourſelves to mortify the 
deſh with its affeCtions and luſts, and to ſuffer the fleſh to prevail, 
we muſt undoubtedly die. Now God knowing how frail we are, 
and how backward we naturally are, to join in any conteſt againft 
the fleſh, wazts to .be gracious, But if no exertions are made on 
our party as workers together wkh God, the bleſſed ſpirit will ceaſe 
to ſtrive, and depart from us. 'And then it is a gone caſe. Let 
me therefore exhort you, in the words of St. Paul. « Work ont 
« yout ſalvation with fear and trembling : for it is God that work- 
«eth in you, both to will and to do, bf his good pleaſure.” 

Taking part with the propenſions and appetites of the fleſh wag 
the inlet of thoſe vices and. abominations which overſpread the old 
world, And theſe increaſed from one degree cf enormity to anos» 
ther, till. men became giants in fin and profaneneſs. There were 
riants in the earth , riot ſo much in the fize of their bones, or bulk 
of their bodies, as in the monſ{trouſneſs of their wickedneſs and 
cruelty, * Every thought, every imagination of the heart, wag 
only evil continually,” Mark the rapid progreſs of fin, my bre- 
thren, and ſee the neceſſity of checking its firſt motions : + For 
| when luft hath conceived it bringeth forth ſin, and fin; when it 
t js finiſhed, bringeth forth death.” 

It was on this view of abounding and overſpreading wickedneſs, 
| that it repented the LOR!) that he had made man'on the earth, 
and it grieved Þim at his hear!.” God is not a man that be ſhould re. 
pent : and yet repentance 1s here applied to him. But as this can be 
applied to him no otherwiſe, than as ſpeaking after the manner of . 
men only, ſo, by the words, we are taught What the true nature 
of man's repentance conſiits in. Firſt, Sofrow for, or a diflike of 
the things, which have been done: It repented the Lord that he 
bad made man. Thus it is with every true penitedt. when he re- 
news and reflects on the many fins and guilty imperfeCtions of his 
life, and conſiders the dreadful conſequences of them: 'He difap- 
pioves of his paſt conduct on account of tne deſtruftion it has bro?t 
ad is ike to bring upon him for ever. He wiſhes he had never 
ed ſuch a fobliſh part,” and that the things he haih done, had 
ltrer been done. When he repeats thoſe ſignificant words in the 
general confeſſion, © | have done the things I ought - not to have 
* done,” it is not now, with hollow lip, or formal air, but with a 
Utep ſenſe of his folly and madneſs, and a determination to do fo 
09 more. Without this, confeſſion is mere mockery, and all pres 
Ehons to repentance vain and delufive. 
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Secondly. In true repentance there muſt.be real contrition, arid 
deep and ſincere compunCtion ſor what we have dotie arnils It ig 
ſaid, that God *vas grieved at the beart for what he had done. And 
ſo is every true penitent, his repentance reaches his very heart, 
And ſets open the ſprings of his grief for his fins againſt God- and 
man. He ſees fin to be vile and kateful in itſelf, and he prieves 
for it, as committed againſt God, his Maker, preſerver, 2nd con. 
ſtant beanefaCtor : and therefore he loathes it, and himfelf for it. 
Thirdly, The true penitent d<r2rmines to deſtroy the whole 
body of in. atid extirpate the leaſt and lait remains from his heart. 
The total deſtruCtion of fin, and to tear it up root and branch, is 
the reſolution and earneſt endeavour of every true penitent ; —of 
every one who has diſcoyered tis viie and odious nature, -and dan. 
gerous tendenity, Thus, when it xepented and grieved the Lord, 
that he had made man, he faid, © I will deitroy man, whom I have 
zreated, from the face of the earth, and bealts and creeping things, 
; and fowls of the aix;? all things that were infeted by the contagion 
of fin, —* for it repenteth me that I have made them.” - The true 
penitent does not think it enough, that he forſakes all outward ſin; 
and abſtains from all overt as of dilobediensge. The very leaſt re- 
mains of ſin in his heart, is a burden, and he is determined, by 
the grace of God, *« to cleanſe himſelf from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit, -and to perfect holineſs in- the divine fear. He will give 
quarter to 110 fin of any kind, internal or external ;z and his fervent 
and repeated prayer is, that « 'The God of peace may ſanCtify him 
C wholly, and that ſoul, body and ſpirit, may be preſerved blame: 
6 leſs for ever.* Theſe three particulars conſtitute the whole nature 
of repentance ; and they muſt all go together. If we condemn our 
faults and are ſorry for them, and refolye to forſake them, merely 
on account of puniſhment threatened againſt them, —this is only 
laviſh fears If we add to this, grief of heart for fin, yet if it be 
not attended with a ſteady and firm purpoſe not only to forſake, 
but to deſtroy it totally, it will not amount to true repentance, 
But happy for us that amidſt ſuch general d-pravity of manners 
«that one man was excepted; one child of light, iti that dark age. 
6 againſt example ſingularly good, againſt ailuremenit, cuſtom, and 
$ a world offended -* and this man; foxnd grace in the eyes of th? 
aLord. Durely religion and n!ecy deſerve much better treatment, 
than they generally meet wich from the buik of mankind. [0 
theſe, in one ſenſs, we may be ſaid to owe 017 very exiſtence. For 
had it not been for the piety and religion of No th, he would ave 
been {wept off i the general overthrow, and the whole race 
man had been exit, © But Noah foiind grac2 in the eyes oft 
:Lord ;' his conutt nr! the approvation of Haven, aal tare: 
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fore tie was ſpared, when the Lord brought'in the flood on.che 
wortd of the ungodly. And from him, as from a ſecond: root, we, 
ind all the preſent inhabitants of the eatth deſcended. 

But did Noah find grace, in the eyes of the Lord, by works, or 
M7 faith 2 Not by works, but by faith. © «By faith: /ays the Apoſtle, 
« (Heb. 11, 7.) Noah, being warned of God of things not "ſeen ag 
« yet. moved with fear, prepared an ark to.the ſaving of his houſe ; 
« by which he condemned the world, and became. heir of the righ- 
«teouſneſs,' which is by faith.' Noah believed the threatnings of 
God, concerning the overthrow of the ungodly by a flood., Here- 
upon he was moved with fear ; he was alarmed with a ſenſe of 
danger. And God having pointed out. to him, the means of ſafe. 
| ty, he ſet to work, with all diligence, to; prepare an ark to the ſa- 
ving of his houſe. This ſhewed his faith was,not dead, like that 
of multitudes, who profeſs to believe the threatenings of damnatiag 
againft their ſins, and yet continue careleſs and inaQtive, making 
no effwts to eſcape ; but his was a lively faith, and ſo produced 
correſpondent works. * Hereby he condemned the world. -—He 
believed, and therefore ſp: ke, as well as ated. And his preaching, 
and labours in building the ark, condemned, or bore witneſs againſt 
the obſtinately wicked, and unbelieving world, who paid no'regard 
to what he ſaid and did, and 10, left them without excufe, . And 
thus he became heir of the righteouſneſs, which is by faith 5 The 
righteouſneſs'ot that Redeemer, whom the ark prefigured ; and 
through whole righteouſneſs the favour of God and complete ſal. 
vation are alone-obtained. We ſhould always thankfully acknows. 
tedge, that the free grace of God, is the fountain of all good to man. 
And let all praiſe be aſcribed to him, as the author of all good, the 
fountain of all happineſs, the well of life, in whom we live and 
have our being, and from whom alone cometh ſalvation, : 

We will now proceed to conſider the charaCter of Noah, who 
had found favor with God. Though God juſtifies the ungodly, 
yet the juſtified perſon does not continue in his ungodlineſs, or 
linful practices. By confidering the deſcription of Noah's Spiritu. 
al ſtate who was ir. fayor with God, and comparing our own with 
It, we may decide, whether we are in the favor of God, or not. 
His charaſter is drawn in the 9th verſe of this chapter-; *« Noah was 
a juſt man; and perfe@t in his generations, and'Noah walked with 
* God.” —The Spiritual ſtate of Noah, you ſee, conſiſted 1n theſe 
three things, 1. Juſtice. 2. Sincerity, $.  Piety, Theſe things 
comprize the whole of a Chriſtian charaQter. OL. > $3 
' 1. Juſtice, Every truly religious'man is true and juſt in all his. : 
dealings with others. Bat he is juſt to God; as well as man. Jul. 


Dd 


- 
- 4 
. m__ - 
" R G F. 4 . - _—_ « " F4 => 

- wy —- - - Ta 0 HAT. = o * Y - od we wm __ = 

, - 
_ 
= mM — - - - " T 
- o_ > 4 p 
Fo > ” ty 
* 0. rm oo oIU oO So. 4. wy CO DE OO” 4 V 2 wes, 4 - = Ww - 7 _ 
- . 


266 
tice here takes in both tables of the law ; nor can they be divided. 
Honeſty to, men, without religion toward God and religion toward 
God, without honeſty to men, will never be accepted before the 
Lord. In this, therefore, doth the true Chriſtian exerciſe himſelf, 
to have always a conſcience void of offerice toward ' God, and to- 
ward men. 


Sincerity. He avas perfeF. Sound and ſincere, without 
hypocriſy, and without guile. Now a man may, in ſome ſenfe, bs 
faid to-be perfe&t, when his religion comprehends all the parts of 
It, which I have metitioned. Where thoſe three ingredients concur, 
they conftitute a genuine perfection 'of parts, though not of de. 
grees. 4s the infant *brn yeſterday, having all ifs hmbs and 
members, is a perfe&t child, though not a perfect man, or perfect 
tm manhood, Every tfue Chriſtian is poſſeſt of the graces of faith, 
hoye, love, &c. And as theſe praces increaſe and irengthen, the 
Chriſtian advances in degrees of perfection, and becomes more 
ſtrong in grace, and conformity to the Divine image. 90 that 
young men, in Chriſt, are more perfeCt than babes, and fathers 
more perfect than the'young men. This, 1 apprehend, no one will 
deny. | Letus therefore inſtead of diſputing about particular ideas 


of perfeQion. forget the'thitgs that are behind, and reach after 
"thoſe which are before us. and, with'orte heart and mind, * preſs 


©forward'to the mark of our high calling; which is to be holy and 
without blame, before God in love. And as he that hath called us 
ts holy, ſo let us be holy in heart and-life, And he that is not 
preſſing after more holineſs, has reaſon to 'doubt whether he- has 
any ſound and fincere religion at all, | 
If we conſider the circumſtance of time, when Noah lived, it 
will add a luſtre to-his c$aratter, and ſhew that he had made great 
proficiency in the divine. life. «© He was perfect in his generati- 
« ons,” at a time of univerſal corruption. Yet his Teligion ſtood 
the ſhock of a wicked world, for many ages. | To do well, when 
there 1s little temptation to do atherwiſe ; or to. profeſs religion, 


when ſhe walks in golden flippers, is no great thing. But to Ttand . 


anmoved, and cleave to God, in the face of peril and danger, op- 


' pofition and .xeproach, © this is the labor, this the work,* This 


proves the fincerity of the many and the maturity and frength of 
his religion, | Let every one then, who names the name of Chriſt, 
and would eviderice the fincerity of his religion, ever hold a ftrong 
and invincible countermotion to the courſe of this world ; let him 
ſhew the nobleſt of the Chriſtian ſpirit, not only by a vigorous 


oppbſttion to the wicked, and all the powps and vanities of the 
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world, but by gathering coursge, vigour and ftrength from their 
2Faults. ET TOTY Ee Oat ee 

$3, Piety,—or walking with God. This was the flower of all 
Noah's excellencies And it is the crown of the Chriſtian's cha- 
rafter. To walk with God, 1s to ſet Go4 always before us—to 
conſider ourſelves, as always ſurrounded by. his preſence, and under - 
the view of his all.ſeeing eye, and ſo endeavour to order, and dif. 
poſe all our thoughts, words and aCtion$, in humility, rever2nce 
and godly fear :—to exerciſe our faith in his word, and put vur 
whole truſt. and conhdence. in his mercy and. protection ;—to keep 
up a facred. intercourſe. with him in prayer and praiſe, in hearing 
and reading hrs word, and in ſweet communion with him, 1n all - 
the ordinances of his appointment. To do this is.both. our duty and - 
intereſt. T am the Almighty G94, avalk before me and be thu perfeR, - 
3s the prime injunction. of the covenant of. grace, And we find the 
ſaints of,0'a putting this duty m praCtice. Enoch, as well as Noah 
walked- with God, The Lord, before whom 7 walk ſaid Abraham. 
I will 2va/E before.the Lord, in the land of the liying, faid David. 

And 1t 1s greatly to our intereſt to do ſo. Noah would not have 
maintained his ground againſt a world corrupt, had he not thus 
walked with God. And though the wicked and ungodly hve with» | 
out God 1n,the world, and have no delight in.drawing near to him: 
yet all thoſe who have taſted that the Lord is gracious, and love. - 
him, who firſt loved them, find their hearts inflamed with defire | 
to ive under the ſmiles of his face, and enjoy nearneſs to him, and 
have-his peace ruling in their breaſts. By walking with God in his - 
ordinances, rhey keep religion alive in their ſouls, and gain new - 
frength and ſuccours.to repel the aſſaults. and temptations.of the 
world, the fleth and the devil,—to hold on their way to Zion, and 
to deſeat all the wiles and ſtratagems of the wicked one, 
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We may. learn, from what has: been. ſaid, that there muſt be a 

ſſmmetry, a perſetion of parts, i- our. religion, or it will ſtand. 
q Us in no ſtead. Juſtice, fincerity.and piety-=are the conſtituents of. 
rue religion ; and no one of theſe can. itand:by.itſelf—nor any two 
of them without the third; nor all-together, except chey be found- 
en faith, A heathen may boaſt of his juſtice and fincerity— 
1 Phariſee of his alms and piety,—but it is the true Chriſtian 
believer that poſſeſſeth the faith, that ſweetly works. by love, and 
renders his performances p'eaſing and acceptable. My brethrea, 
Wes your religion ſtand this tel, ? | 
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. cy then, which you now hear, and deſpiſe ? 


But if is time to draw. towards a cloſe. Lou haye feen,andhearg, 
from this portion of ſcripture, what a' God. provoking, heaven-dar, 
ing, and ſoul deſtroying thing ſin is, and that rum and miſery: will 
c21iainly be the conſequence of perſiſting impemitently in a ſinful 
courſe, You haye ſeeti the deſtruCtion it brought on the old world, 
which is recorded! as a warning to all that live ungodly, of a "Kin 
more terrible deſtruQtion, hanging over their guilty ſouls. © Be. 
« hold the Lord will hortly come, with ten thouſand of his ſaints, 
© to conyince all that are ungodly of their ungodly deeds, aid of all 
« their hard ſpeeches, which ungodly finners have ſpoken againſt 
© him. Behold a day cometh, that ſhall burn as an oven ; and all 
« the proud, yea, all that do wickedly, ſhall be as ſtubble, and the 

6 day that cometh ſhall burn them up, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, it 

6 ſhall leaye them neither root nor branch.” God always ſends 
warnings before judgments. You haye heard how long he warned 
ſinners Fofove the flood came, But they heeded him not ; they 
would not believe he was in earneſt, til] they felt the blow ; < And 
{o the world that then was, being overliowsd with water, periſh- 
ed” And yoy are noww warned, * That the heavens and the earth, 
which are now, are kept 1 To ſtore, and reſerved unto fire againſt the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. Seeing then that 
all theſe things ſhall be diflolyed, what manner of perſons ought ye 
to be, in all holy converſation and godlineſs ;—lonking for and, 
preparing to meet God, in peace, without ſpot and blameleſs.” 
' Dear virs, what a caſe will poor, obſtinate finners be in, - at that 
day, when the heavens being on fire ſhall be diflolved and the ele, 
ments melt with feryent heat ? How can I ſpeak i it, or you hear it, 
without trembling at the condition ſuch torlorn wretches will then 
be in, when they {hall behold a God in grandeur, and the world on 
fire | That God, who hath forſaken A iS becauſe they forſook 
him, and would not yield tq the ſtrivings of his Ip irit , When 
they are hailed tothe ſeit of judgment, and they ſee $587 on the 
right hand, whom they deſpiſed, and hear them pronounced blel- 
ſed, and invited to receive a kingdom of glory, while the avickea, 
on the left, are ſentenced to everlaſting fire, among devils and mi- 
ſerable ſouls ; ; When they look down and ſee the burning vaults of 
hell, in which they muſt take up their everlaſting abode, in the midit 
of dameg and torments dire ; When ſhivering and ſcreaming 1 
hopeleſs agonies of deſpair, devils with cruel and unrelenting hands, 
pon them down to the centre of miſery and woe. 

O poor ſouls, what would you then give, that you had. taken 
warning 1n time ? — What old you give for that 2 bg. of mer- 
- How will our 
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caſe be then altered,” And who would think, that you were the 


ſame men and women, that uſed to come to this very church, and 
there behaved ſo careleſsly, and ſo ſtoutly ſcorned the reproofs 
of the word, and laughed at the warnings and threatenings of the 
Divine law? You would haye your own way—you would be 
drunk, or ligat and vain, according to your fancy, in ſpite of all 
your miniſter cou'd fay—and perhaps you hated me, and felt 
your hearts riſe againſt me, when I gave you faithful warning 
from God, and plainly told you what the end of your follies would 
be.- — But O, then you will be of another mind, —but-eter_ 
nally too late. —-O how, methinks I ſee you full of conſternation 
and wild attright—Q how you ſhrink and draw back, and would 
Jay hold of any thing, rather than be drawn, by devils, into the 
- burning lake 1 But all refiſtence'1s vain, Satan's temptations 
you might have refiited, —but his executions you cannot refiſt.— 
You might have prevented theſe judgments of God, by faith, rer 
pentance and new obedience, but there is no preventing them 
then, There 1s one time, and one way of a finner's deliverance ; 
but 1f he improves not that one, he is loſt forever — 

« Now, 1s the accepted time now 1s the day of Salvation ''— 
Therefore now be up, and doing===eſcape for your lives, while 
you may—-and before the ſtorms of Divine wrath overtake you and 
diſtreſs and angyiſh come upon you. 

My beloved hearers, you ſee that the things I have been ſpeak- 
ing of, are of intimate concern to you. I have held up examples 
for your admonition and warning, and haye foretoid you of your 
danger, wile it may be prevented, that your precious fouls may 
be ſaved at Jaſt, ang that you may ſtand before God without dil. 
may, in, the final judgment.-—---- And what ſay you to theſe 
things? And what meaſures do you mean to take ? == Do you 
verily believe, that the wrath of Cz909 is revealed from heaven 
againſt, all -:ngodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men ? — And that 
the wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all the people that for- 
get God ? Do you believe God's ward of threatening, 'and his 
word of promiſe ? }-+0n believe theſe things, then may 1 not 
expect it of you, as reaſonable men and women, * who love 
yourſelves, and are averſe to pain and miſery, that you will trifle 
and delay no longer—iut from this moment begin to call upon 
God for mercy, and earneſtly ſeek him till you find grac? in his 
eyes, by faith in our Lord Jeſus Chritt ,—And, henceforward, .do 
jultly, love mercy and walk humbly with God. That this may 
be the happy effect of this monitory diſcourſe, may God, -of his in- 
nite mercies, grant, for. Chriſt Jeſus* ſake, Amen. | 


270 


Naw to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghott, be aſcribed all Might, all Majeſty, ail Praile, Worſhip 
and Adoration throughout the ages of eternity. Ameit. 
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God's call to Sinners ; or a preparation for death 
and judgment. 


Aw OS IV. I2, 


FE 
A. y. $14 
Prepare to meet thy Gob, 


{HAT it is appointed for all men once to die, and after death 

the judgment, is a tfuth ſeldom denied in a Chriſtian land. 
" Time is, ſhoxt. Eternity is long. Our lives are drawing to a 
cloſe. In a few days, the ſprings of hfe will break, and we ſhall 
be done with things temporal ; weigh anchor, and take leave of 
theſe mortal coaſts, and launch away into a vaſt, a boundleſs ocean, 
without a bottom, or a ſhore. The generality profeſs to believe 
all this : but who'confiders it, and lays it properly to heart ! Alas! 
very few. The lives, the z&ions, the convertation of multitudes © 
plainly ſhew, - that death and judgment occupy but little of their 
attention. conſideration and concern. 

Did men but ſeriouſly conſider their real fituation, the oſtate 
in which they ſtand, and how much depeiids on the - FF improve- 
ment of the preſent moment, or the few days of. their a{lotmerit 
here, we ſhould (ee a vaſt change i in their tempers, practices, and 
purſuits, They would ſoon did adicu to trifling, levity, tolly and, 
vanity ; they would let go their eager graſp of this' world, give 0- 
yer Tak endleſs chafe of riches, hunof$7-and earthly and carnal 
Pleaſures, and every day, be taking le:ve of thoſe time things, which 
periſh in the 'ufing, breaking ct ther conneCtions of heart from 
them, and preparing themfel ves to, Wc: their God, at death and. 
Judgment. :# | s 

Our gracious ſovereign, ka 
caſt out of mind thoſe thi hich we ought moſt particularly 
0 think of and conſider, M®urniſhed a variety. of Means, to warn | 
and remind 'us of them, The ſacred word abounds with ad MONO 
tons - the appointment of the vabbath, and the ordinances and 
inflitutions of the goſpel all tend to the ſfamg thircg. The Payee: 
vencee of God many of them at leaſt, are 76 adapted to [MAKE Y 
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thoughtful, abſtratted from the world, and unwearied in making 
preparations for our lai: remove into ſons {range and untried re., 
gion, which lies beyond the g grave, How frequently does provi- 
dence call us, by fickneis and death in our families and neighbour. 
hoods ; and by pains and diſeaſes in our own bodies ? How often 
are we cal'ed to attend the funerals, and view the open graves of 


friends and neighbours, who have raken their fight a little before 


us ? Here vur ſenſes are {truck with the ſolemn pomp and horrors 
of death, and the dreary abode, « the houſe appointed for all the 
living.* If ſuch mournful ſcenes a3 theſe, do not make us ſerious 
and thoughtiul, and excite a ſolemn purpoſe to prepare to meet 
God, mult not * heaven. quit ys in deſpair ?” Theſe are alarming 
monitors, and often out-preach the loudeſt preacher; and the Jan. | 
guage they. ſpeak, and the admonition.th ey enforce 1s this , Prepare 
to meet thy God, O. ſinner. And theſe are the words I would en- 
forcg upon you, at this time, 

Though theſe words of the text, * prepare to meet thy God, 
were originally addreſled to the Jews, yet, as might be ſhewn, there 
is ſuch a ſimiliarity between our circumſtances and theirs, 'that'l 
"may conſider the words, as addreiled ro every one that heats me 
this day. *© Prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael. 

In difcourſing on the words, I ſhall, 

1 Conſider the meaning of the text. 

II Shew what 1s ieſgpooſed in the call, to prepare to meet 


*QGod, 
Ati. Shew wherein a right preparation to meet God, conſiſteth, 
And, 

TV. Make A pplication, And may the Lord, of his infinite 


"mercy, enable us to ſpeak and hear, with a ſolemnity and attention 


_ "becoming the weight and importance of the ſubject; and {end 


down the ſpiritof power from on high, to give ſuch divine efficacy 
to the word of his truth, that his name may be glorified 1 in us and 
by. us, for Chriſt's fake. Amen. 
__T.lamto confider the meaning of the words of the text, prepare 
to meet, &c. They have been conſidered by commentators, varl- 
ouſly; ; Or, at leaſt, ins two fold ſenſe ; either, as containing the 
1:ature of a challenge ; or, as a diſcoy Ty of God's willingnels t0 
Teceive and embrace all returning fnners, T will conſider them 
both ſenſes. 
I. If we underſtand the words in the latter ſer.ſe, as a diſcovery 
of God's willingneſs to receive and beioe all returning . ſinners 
then the connection with the words preceding will itand thus 
«© Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord, 1 will do this unto thee :*" Seeing 


Wo, | PE ONT, 3 
all my threatened judgments will tiot avail to. your conyerſicn; © 
« but. you ſtill perſift.in yout provocations, I will do this untowige, 
cT will not give:yow-/rup as: yet, but will ſend: my; ſon, the divine 
« Meſſiah, whoſhall bring ſalvation, and cauſe-his grace to-triurmph 
- 4 over. your 'guilt and corruption, and turn away ungodlineſs-from 
«Jacob. | And'becauſe L-will do this unto” thee, Jet your' ſtubborn 
« heart relent, and your {t1if necks bend before ſuch an aſtoniſhing 
« exploit-of grace and goodneſs, atid, thus prepare. to meet: thy (Gott, 
« thy ſaviour God, .in his'mercyy and with readineſs, .,receiveluimt 
63a ſubmiſſion, dependance and lovye.? - Pit en nag dit 
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\ In this ſenſe the words afford great-etcontagement ts every dan- 
wer to lay. down the weapons of his rebellion, and return'and mheet 
the Lord im his mercies. For if.the ſinner. the. vileſt,-the moſt- 
God provoking and heaven-daring ſinner _wi'k forſake the evit-of” : 
his ways. and doings, | and return to the Lord, and humbly feb 
him by Tepentance, faith and\ prayer, tus offended Sovereign will 
"have mercy u>on himz/and OS Fort 9 ts multiphed-tranſ. 
greſfionsz;for-the dear ſake: of Chriſt chat died — Yea, the-mercitul 
and 'pracious Lord of heaven kindly invites gyery._ one of you there, 
this day; "to return to him and live jor ever bleſſed. His arm is not 
ſhortened that-/it cannot.; fave, nor his-ear, heavy. that it-eannot 
 hear.”!' He waits:to be gractons to;his-finful creatures ; -and has no 
pleaſure in the. death ot&-the; wicked, but that they ſhould turn from 
their fins, and-be-ſaved.-.- O that the language of all your hearts, 
this'day, ' may. beg, O:Lord, do thou turrins, by thy.Spizit?s might, 
and ſo ſhall we be; turned. ,. - O that the mercitul God, may=eact 
your hearts, and indlive your wills to come unto him. 'Hear how 
| he invites you all, without exception ;- « Oh.every oneahat thirſteth, 
* come unto the waters, and he that has no money, let him come 
© to the wells of ſalvation, without money or price.? . Hear how 
he expoſtulates with you, * how: long ye fimple ones, will you lave 
* ſimplicity, and ye fcorners delight -in ſcorning 7? Turn. ye - at. may 
freproof, and I will pour-out my ſpurit upon you, and make known 
© my words unto you.” | He:calis you by his evangelical., prophet, 
© Look unto! me, and be ſaved, all 'ye.ends cf the earth,- all the 
_ inhabitants of the weſtern world, « for jam God: and there is none | 
_ E)lfe.? I could multiply invitations, (promiſes; and affurances of mer- 
© and "compaſſion ; and {hew.that our God will pardon iniquity, 
transgreſhon and fins of the deepeſt die. 'Theretore,+ O -aner, 
 Prepate to meet thy God, in his mercies, "and accept af ſalvation 
through his Son Jeſus Chrilt. But, 25 "#4 
2. If we conkider the words of the text, . in the former ſenſe, as 
containing the nature of a challengs, then the connettion, with the 
words going before, will ſtand _ : * Therefore, thus ut I do unto 
; m 
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6.8L: :nSocing) Tow ot. bb n "ER all- my ranks 1 = RY 
®f:my- repreoofs and: indus take tt Pinay yourlelyes againfi me, 
as if you thought yourſelves: «match; for. moe, : I will - ſurely bring. 
78. "*.upotr you' alt that T have threatened;4/4 And becauſe I will.do war 
<4ifto) thee ;? 1-Prepare' to! meet thy:'G6d;: © : \Ifraely in his-j 
*nerits ry thy ftrength-andſee if thou canſt harden. thy ſelf ny | 
rad amd' profper, and fo ward off my:;judgments*by- the ;pgwer of | 
'*'thy arin. Gird up thy- leins,put on the harneſs —take the.hield 
© and butkſer, and gb forth to:meet thy: Almighty, adverſary! in;the. 
*:fight of battle : Be if thod canſt bale all this'threatenings, and: 
*elude the: judgements bf-his mouth.* {n-thisfronical manner-dil! 
#th# Almighty addreſsfob, when he'ſpake'to: hith/ out-bf the'whirl.' 


% 


wind: 20d 10 this hn the: wordsot the text: are: genenally Uno 
*derſtvod/y" 
[1% Pre pareto indir hy God; 0 finner in Kis judgments. Mary 
-and various arehe judginents of God, p1:impenatent ſinners, even. 
4h this world, - /For though, 4 17 the general courle 'of, providence, 
4l}-things come. alike t0-all'; and the ;Lord is kind Hiito- "the june; 
thankfu} and unkolys and} he: nriketh the fun'to-:riſe d1-ithe/evil | 
and the. govt; - and: ſendeth rain on” the. Juſt, \ nd on 'the'unjuſt. 
'Yet;' every iumpenitent fnner, of whatever ſtition:or-deſcription,/is. 
under/the wrath of: God; tand 'the curſe of the 'braken law; and, 
fevery moment, liableito'be_ made” a fignal-monument:of /the divine | 
. Edifplealure. And, accordingly, it has been'found-inr faCt, that-God | 
kns'cruſed the rod of his anger to fall, with diſtinguiſhed Fveight,. 
von! the heads'f- rebellious nations and individuals;:1 RN this: world, {0 
that hay dye: become A terror to' USIOTS and'to all by und about- 
*them. EN 
What though David's coinptatiir ould Vo veairall in ten thou: | 
"ſand 'mitances ; and: the:wicked thrive, grow rich, and wax great ; 
"-that"they are not-in-trouble, as other men, but ſpend their daysit. 
;wealth' and pleature, and: leave: Iarge legacies to-'their bades : "yet, 
"are they curſeU it their baſket. and their ſtore, + 'the-fruit: of. their 
' body, hs fruit of theit-kine, and encreife of their land.” Their 
*plentiful table becomes ſnare, and proſperity-proves eningiis/and 
"deſtrutive. © The turning-away 'of the wicked: fall flay them : 
* andthe proſperity of fools ſhall Coſtroy them ' --—— Let ones 
- you pride hiniſelfn his gon eaſe, and'the-miult |titude'ot HOW, 
' as if your mountain ſtood ſo' ſtrong ; you 'cannot be moved: - 
| he, who holds the winds in his Fry . whoſe ſovereigh nad; the 1h 
«ging 6 her yo rn ſkies, and ſtormy winds obey ,”"can come, 
"m1 on theſe vorſterous and outrageous. eleme 20s, with whirlwind's 
: rapid blaſt, to ſweep away all: thy- unſanCtified poſſeſſions. and- af-. 
fic thee with a thouſand ſharp-calamities. He can blaſt a$1ns | 
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moment, all t hy bloom of pleaſure, Sereaye thee of every menal,* | 
civil; fociaand domeſtte comfort; and" leyye thy withering joys "to" 

preach thy bale umpenitence; and thy God's diſpleaſure to all round - 
abqur thee... Dhele may be attended with pains,  toils, anxieties 
and: diſeaſe, all which . afe the''dire conſqquences of fin : and the 
they come, as. the 11t bodingharbingers of mare complicated miſe. 
;1, at once-to. proclaim. the poverty, atid.ſcourge the pride of re- 

bellzous man: 04 I -S | 


One-or-another-of theſe calamities we Have all felt; more or leſs, 
And it- might! be: well to inquire- what effects they have 'hat upon . 
you, ?, Have'they tumbled your: hanghty hearts, ſubdued your ſtub=- 
born-powers,' aftd brought you, as-returning' penttents, in; dytiful© 
ſubmiſhpnto-A04- 1 -Or-have you. nat. rather murmuted under the -* 
rod of correction, which was intended for your good, and harden- 
ed your: necks ngainft reproof ?- Do'yon not {till remain = 4 
of in, unchanged. and-unreformed. 2 ESE  RIng, 

Bit 1t.would.be happy for poor ſinners, if the judgments of God ' 
reached; no. farther than the limits -of this. world, and the borders. 
of the grave 3, and.no- evils could extend to them. beyond the bounds”* 
of time and'fenſe,. Atd.this leads me to another particular unter * 
this head, and to. remind you. of the neceffity of. preparing to meet” 
God:in'the-world+ to: come. . SW ninleg PL TON 

In.a little while, perhaps, to day. or to-morrow the next week or | 
te:next. month: that grizly-tyrani, D&aTa, the finner's dread, arid *, 
the terror and-. abaorrence- of the. proud, and all thofe that are at 
eale- 11. their poileſhons,. will come _upoa.you' armed. with his tre- * 
mendous dart, From! which war, there isno diſcharge. Dieyou muſt, * 
for. duſt. thou-art-and unto duſt muſt-thou return. © And no ſooner © 
halt;thou paſt the gloomy vale, but thou. muſt meet thy God on a-- 
nghteous.throne ot. judgment.” « The duft ſhall return; to the duft, 
as 1t was, and the-ſpirit.to” God, who:gave it.*=There, Q* finner, 
tou ſhalt meet thy God, whether thou 'wilt ormot ;,and'thou ſhalt” 
behold him, not'as/thy ſmiling Father, but:frowning Jadge.*' You EL. 
way, now be. crying peace and ſafety, when ſadden 'deſtraftion is * 
ard at hand. =—"Phe awful period 1s ſwift approaching, when, in 
the flaming ſkies, you. ſhall/all behold, the ſign of the-Son' of. Man, 

: Wing in his ownand his: Father's" glory, attended*with -myriads * 

d'angels; bright; and fhining'm ell the- pomp and” majeſty of his. * 
Wedom, '- Vhe trump; of God 'ſhall' found, the earth*and fra be © 

broken and thrown 'iato' wild diforder. and confuſion, the fair ſhall” 

turned ints darkneſs' and-the. mooh into blood—rhe parkling * 

globes of light ſhall- totter in” the'tronbled firmament, fart! (rom 

weir otbits, and;- falling, mingle blazz with blaze; The carth 
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quakes and trembles, heayes ang rolls to and fro, and ſtaggers litg 
-a drunken man, the pillars of heaven ſhake, the Judge of- all »def, | 
cends, and the .thundgring. ſummons echogs, and re-echoes tron 


pole to pole : Sce } the graves opening, the flegping dult awaking, 


# ' 


s of nature ceaſe to-roll, and earth, and 


- 


- "8 
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the bones arifing, the whee 
ty; and fea, and air involved in ane general canfl»gration | 
', O-where tor refuge ſhall the guilty fly 


A, . 


Whea confternation turns the good man pale ? 

The Judge is {eated on the throne of judgment, thouſands and 
ten, thouſand times, ten thouſands of all ranks, orders, diſtinctions, 
denominanons and degrees are afſembled, and ſtand [before the 
' -awivl rribunal }F E2t us draw. nezr, and ſurvey the. proceſs, the 


+ * Jgraad, the important trial, which is to decide the fate of ali-the ſons 


of Adam, See } the ſacred volume opened, * opened every heart! 
© A Tun-veam pointing-oiit each ſecrer thought !' « I ſaw the dead, 
« imall and great, ftand before God;-ſays St. Johny and the books 
© were opened. and every one was judged out of thoſe things, 
« wEic!: vere wrirten in the books, according to their works.” See, 
' the theep. the meek and humble followers of the Lamb, placed on 
the right hand of the Fudge. Theſe are they, who heard and 0- 
beyed the 1nvitztions. ot the goſpel, repented of their fins, and for. 
ſook them, believed m Jeſus, and were intereſted in the merits of 
his death and paſſion, were. freely juſtified by his righteouſneſs | 
TanChified by bis ſpirit, and followed him, in- holineſs and right e- 
Ouinels to the e:.e of their days-  « They waſhed their robes, and 
« made theta white in the blood of the Lamb.* And they now re- 
ccive the approbation of the Judge. and are put in poſſeſſion of the 
kingdom. propared for them, and all ſuch as they are, from the be. 
glnbngo nw: -.. " CE v2” Z 
But, Q Chriltlefs and uneonverted finners, this proſpect, this 
happinets belongs not-to you. You have neither part nor lot in 
this matter. Therefore, 2 view of the opening glories of the once 
deſpited, though faithful followers of Chrift, will only aggravate 
your' torrent, and affect your guilty conſcience . with redoubled 
diltreſs,====Bohold, you are placed ou the left hang; with-all your 
companions in guilt and miquity:! Fhis was the company you once 
delizhred in, and preferred before the favor.of God and the ſociety 
of his people Such companions ouce ſerved to cure yeu'of co: 
victions for fin, and helped you ta laugh off all ſerious impreſſions 
of religiga. But what will they do for you now ? Will they: afford 
you any alleyiation 'of* your miſery, or ſooth the. anguith, and, 
fiience the outrageous clamours. of an accuſing, 2xaſperated'cot- 
ſcience ? Alas ! no; behold them trembliag, ſpeechleſs, agbalt,. 
before the tremendous tribunal of 4 hoiy and-jui'God, Horror | 
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&. conſcious FAC, "4 conternation,; Mr weed miſery glare i In eve=... * 
ry face, and flutter in eyery painted heart. 

\ But who can deſcribe the judgments of God on hopeleſs "REA 
in the eternal world. Or what characters - are- black enough 10 
write the ſentence of their condemnation ?. | 
(well with punithment, and. labor with ihfernal horrors. Our Lord 
has indeed given us a copy of the ſentence and iris upon record, in - 
Matt. 
part from me, ye curſe, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the de. 
\yil and his angels, 
of 1f, 35, One would think, enouglt to make your blood {tapnate, : 
your knees ſimite one ipainſt another. and a!l your bones to Thake, 
And is this true, that every man and woman 'muſt thus meet 
God, 2nd hear this. doom, if unprepared ? Yes, it is as true, as 
God 18 true.— Why then, O dear ummortal fouls, Will you. dely .. 
a bufineſ(s oft ſuch ich neceſſity : ?—PFor the Lord's ſake,. and for: 
your ſoul's ſake, now begin, in good earneſt, to. prepare to meet 
your God, not as your enemy, but as your reconciled God, in Jeſus 
- Chriſt, {n this ſenſe, had I 2 thouſand tongues; a thiGat, of braſs, 
and acamantine lungs z could I ſpeak m thunder, or fo loud, that 
the whole world could hear, I would this moment take up the PIoe 
phet's laiguage, and cry, Prepare to meet your God, O finners. 
It you 
of 'God it you would not depart accurſed from the bar'of God, at. 
the lalt Jay. 1t you would not depart into everlaſting fire, and burn 
in hel} 
{ come 


1%, 


plies. * | 
L I 


meet 


In fin, 
erate, 
judgmjnts here, or hereafter. We are guilty and rebellious : :; weak... 
and unble to. relift the power of his arm, or to endure the terrors 

ot his/wiath. O finuers, be ye afſured of this, that while you... 
contiie 15 in and difobedience, and obſtinacely refuſe to clofe. with _ - 


Chri 


And 


the tlanders of divine wrath ? Have you wiſdom to counter-ſcheme . 


the al.wiſe (0d, to croſs his mealures=-or to prevent .the executi- b I 
on © cl 


weal 


Fa 
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Every. word ſhould : 


xxv. Al. 


Then ſhall he” ſay to thoſe on the left hand, de. 


O dreadful ſound ! Sinners, the very mention 


uld not wiſh-to depart out of this world, i vet the curſe 


all eternity, then, * prepare, prepare tO meet your God.” 
ow to the, 


Fead. Here I am to ſhew what” this call ſuppoſes, or i= | 


vidently uppoles, that by nature we are all unprepared to. 
d. This indeed, 1s a real fact, By nature, we are born b 
ad children of wrath, Wile 3a ERA and ROregen- A 


'E are, by 10 Means, prepare ed $9, meet God, either, in Þis. 


on poipel terms, you are 1" the molt imminent danger. 
hat can you be thinking of ? How co-you expect to eſcape 


theta? No; for your wiſdom 1s folly, your firength is .. 
iefs, and all your boaſted ability a mere ſhadow. __ 
Sinners are not only urprepared to meet God, becauſe they 


# UF 


97s | 
are guilt , weak and "oxpaſad to his wrath, but becauſe they. have. 
"no. Sie ng. to bring, whereby. to. appeaſe offended. juſtice, and-tob 
turn. away anger-ct. God.” Nor alt your ters and” prayers, your 
reformation andſuppoſed.good works, can,poſlibly. make atonement... 
for. the leaſt'fih... G54 wilt take no. bullock our of thy houſe, nor® 
the goat out'of thy folds. | Yout: moſbperfet ſervices. were always 
1042; hr due, and: therefore cannot merit” any: favour at_the- hands of/ 
* God, "And:we are: aſſured by- infpiration, that, by the deeds, of 
the law, ſhall. no: man. living. be: juſtified; And. that It {15 not of= 
' works, leſt.any mai ſhould. boeft: OY 

3, But'this4s notcatl,' Siriners. are depraved; plied: Giltdiy,: 

+ aS:well.as guilty ang! helpleſs. They: are full. of unholy tempers,, 
and; their- carnal mind: 1s. at: enmity, withs. or ag? 1n{t.God.:; Conſe: 

quently they; mult: be;born: againe—born. of the ſpirit—renewed and+ 
26Qhee —that-is. made; 1nwardly-and oupwardly, Holy, and-con-' 
formed wo: the divite image, before.they-can b2'prepared to meet "D 
holy G4: 'N; waclean thing-can enter into #52 Zing Jom- of heaven. 

4, The calt implies, "thar it is'dangerous-iv the/exire Nn%to abide-. 
tan unconverted ſtate; No language. can deſcribe che awful dan- 
ger of ay. impenitent/ſinner,. He is hanging over the burniag.s ult 

. of hell, by: a flender thread. able to break by.every Deed, and: 

Jet him. drop. into. the fiery deeps. below: 

Liitly. _Phecall ſuppoſes the'vaſt-'1mportance. of being Perky 
Wee to. meet God”: becauſe. it 18 only. by a, due. prepaation,, | 
that we ſecure the 1ivinefavor, and, eſcape the: vengeance > eter-: 
nat-fire, As the veſſels of mercy are Prepared beforehand for ylory; 
ſo the veſſsls'of wrath. for wait of that preparation, are fittd, by- 
their-unholy tempers, and diabolical diſpoſitions, for defirution 
fitted for hell, that fink ofall mora] pollution, agd for more! elſes, 

or for np-other place, -I come. 

IE” To ſhew you. where:n, this: preparation conſiits, or what It: 
intplies..” 

When we. confider the ſtate of. a ſinner, as-deicribed b the. 
word of truth,—as guilty, depraved, and helpleſs—earthly, ſeiſual: 
2nd deyihiſh; and utterly/averſe ro God. and holineſs; And, ol the. 
other: hand, confider the nature of God, as holy.and juſt, —a ater= 

of fin, and of purer eyes than to- behold injquity, and that nothng” 

' unclean can enter into. the-kinzdom of heaven, When we; on** 
ſider theſe things, I ſay, we: may reaſonably conclude. that it-ilno; 
ſmall matter; for a ſinner to. be prepared to meet God, Such. I So 
pafation implies the following particulars. 

1.” There muſt be a deep ſente of our guilty, helpleſs, wretced: 

and unprepared ſtate and condition ;—an4 the danger and mifry. 
of 000 a ſtate. The whole need not a Dna but the ſack. yo 
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man can. come to. God,-/but by Jeſus Chriſt, 'whojs the.Redeem 
55.5% fy {LBTOES PEE oo 00 nl $f 1 ON 3 iy 5 £547) | | 
"and healer of loft and diſeaſed ſouls. 


him, in either of theſe characters 


: WIRE. CF 554 to. Tail: þ » 2 | , - 10 SY P 1 1 p FEY #* is 
<he holy law; and he muſt be convinced, of fin, and alarmed with 
a ſenſe of -his guilt and danger by the terrors, of the law. - | 


Rate and. condition aft mentioned When a finner ſenhbly feels 
a load of guilt, prefling heavy upon hin—the power” of fin fights 4 
ing hard within him—a defiled conſdience—a darkened underſtand. | 
ing —a depraved, will, and vile atfeCtions ; when he ſees. himſelf  - } 
under. the curſe of the law, the. arrows of the Almighty flying 
Tound tir, the ſword of Juſtice. gleaming —and-the, gulf yawning 
to.[wallow him up 3, moſt Fertalnty, tHe genuine language of his. Fw 


-C 


Heart, ill be, <O! wretched man that T am, whothall deliver me 2 
Lam condemned by.the laws and cont find no deliverance from this 
quarter. Every word pronounces vengeance and leayes me.undet 
the curſe. Will repentance-and Tivers' of tears procure me deliver- 
ance ?-'No, for'the ſorrows and tears of a criminal 'can be no atone*® 
ment for the breach,ot the law, or make ſarisfaCtion to public jul. 
tice, , Will yows and retolutions of fature amendmeni deliver me? 
No, for though T-reſolve-again and again, I find myſelt utterly un-- 
We to. put my reſolutions in _praQtice,—— and could I put them 


m-practice tothe utmoſt perfection, they cond 'not atone for {ins 
Pall, I. am tripped of all hope in myſelf, refuge fails—and {am 
| | | OR Nt 


al 
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SV > 

left i in felf deſpair.” Iſee no way of eſcape by a thin that 1 
"0, or ſuffer. ſpas the-hau ghtineſs of hes WE hk 5 ts 
\ Lord alone way be exalted, ._ 

"« © Now this humiliation and ſolicitude ofa ſinner, for deliverarcs, ; 
ariſing. from xjuſt view of bis loſt and. Helpleſs ſtate, is no inconſ. 
derable' part of that. great change, which is abſolutely . neceſſary to 
pare us to meet God : _ and whereby we are BoDCd from dark. 


"IP F $ 


IE and) image of God. - But this is not all ; yt in conneQion 
with what I have already mentioned, there muſt be, 

3:'A fipht of the means and method of [alvation and deliverance, 
"which: God, through - Jeſus Chriſt. has appointed in the goſpel; 
"and by which we may be reconciled to God, and prepared to meet 
" Him. Tothe anxious foul, ſtruggling with: the burden of ſin, and 
"deſp ating of all help, it vleaſes God to give a view of himſelf” by 
faith, 2s 2 covenant. God, reconciling himlelf to the world, and 
the world to hita, by Jeſus Chriſt, not imputing their treſpaſſts un- 
'Þ fo them. In'Jeſns Chriſt the finnek beholds a glorious fulneis.and - 

ES: "2 ſuſbciency, to. ſave to the. uttermoſt all that come unto God 
RY "throuph him: - He is the Saviour, Mediator, Surety and Redeem. 
1 207, $f W tho has fulfilled the broken Jan, in our nature, ſatisfied jul 
X ' tice, and brought | in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, ſo that God may 

be' Juſt and the juſtifies of him hat believeth in Jeſus. © In him | 
__ all fulneſs. Nath to ju POR the guilty, lanCtify the filthy, quicken 
' the dead ſoul and make it alive to God, and keep the ſacred flam? 
*Þurning, till it mig? with kindred flames, inthe. pure. element of 
love. | 
 4.\ This preparation alſo conſiſts, in a Hr pprobation of the 
. means and method of ſalyatiqn revealed in the goſpel,.. To a finner 
truly convinced of fin, alarmed and trembling under apprehenſions 
of divine diſpleaſure, this. way of falvation, through free grace, 
muſt be exceeding. welcome.: He therefore approves of, and hear- 
tily emoraces this method of deliverance, and, coming to Chriſt as 
his laft and only reſort, lays the whole ftreſs of his falyation on 
him, and, renouncing all dependence on his own works, merits ahd” 

_ abllity, truſts wholly in. him for witdom and righteouſneſs, ſang 
fication and redemption. 

6. This prepatation implies holineſs of heart and life. | With: 

*o0ut holinets no man ſhall ſee. the Lord.' The 'weapons of ot! 

Tebellion muſt be thrown down, every {in forſaken. and eyery Chit 

MNian duty obſerved. And, indeed, whenever 2 ſoul is really brought 
to ſurrender himſelf to (0d, through Chriſt, his defireg 2nd praf” 
ers are, not only to be d<tiivered from the curſe denounced again 
ku, but that his whole heart and all his powers may be cor forme 
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to the image of God, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, —an1 be- 
inftruments of ſervice to his Lord and Saviour, His languag? is, 
O Lord, I am thy ſervant, i am thy ſervant 1-O that thy jaws 
may be written on my heart, and that all my ways may be directed 
to keep thy ſtatutes. In ſhort. the ſtony eart muſt be taken away, 
the will muſt be renewed, the affeti»'s muſt be ſanCtified, and 
fixed on God and things avove, the man muſt be. born again, re- 
generated by the hbly Ghoſt, renewed in the temper and ſpirit of 
his mind, and his inward and outward man; muſt be conformed to 
the will of God. EA 

Laſtly. To be always prepared to meet God, there muſt be a 
cleaving to the Lord at all times a daily ſelf-denial and bearing the 
croſs. There muſt be cor:ſtant watching nnto prayer, and good 
heed taken, leſt, at any time, our heart be overcharged with ſur- 
feiling and drunkenneſs, and the cares of this world, and that day 
of God's appearance come upon us unawaxes, and find us unpre-- 
pared ro meet him-- Remember, that this care, diligence and 
watchfulneſs muſt continue threugh life, we muſt always pray and 
not faint ; —for he only. that holds out to the end, ſhall be ſaved : 
and he only, that is faithful unto deata, ſha!l receive a crown of life. 


Blefled are thoſe ſervants, who, when their Lord cometh, ſhall be 
found watching. 


4 P1648: 410-4... 


TI Is it ſo, that we are all called to meet God in his mercies, and 

1s the Lord fo gracious, that notwithſtanding our repeated tranſ- 

greſhions, he is yet willing to be recontiled to us, and forgive our 

multiplisd offences againit him, if we will return to him humbly 

and penitently, and ask his pardoning mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt F. 

How inexcuſable then ar: all ſuch, as neglect to ſue for grace and 

pardon, and abuſe the patience and long ſuffering of heaven, and 

| Ceſpiſe their own mercies ? Surely your blood mult be on your own 

br heads ; and God and his throne will be gniltleſs forever though 

| Jou are left eternally to reap the fruit of your owa doings, in the 

regiogs of everlaſting miſery. You ſet at naught all his counſels 

of mercy, and reject his offered grace. And though the Lord {till 

calls, you refuſe to obey the call. He ſtretcheth out his hand to 

plead with you, to help you, and to ſave you : but you turn away 

from him, and pay no regard to his melting orations- | 

ell,—a day is coming, it will ſoon be upon you, when your 

©!egtous folly will be manifeſt to yourſelves. and, too, too late, 

will you-cry for mercy. when the door of mercy ſhall be ſhut. Your 

947 tearts will not bend, your ſtubborn knees will not bow before 
N n 


- J_— —_— _ - 
- ei or ef tan” ww » . LL 


4 \ 4 4 2 - ” | w- 
= 'T. —_ 2 on 
www HE 7a. —C—____— x ww <<. 


=_— = m—_ 


_ WL _ _———  —— "Wh gs eo ” 
4 


h | 
F 
: 
it! 
| 
: 
' 
J 
'2 


» =_ —_ 
= >» 
_ "; < - OI > Py - 4 py - > OR ” 
s —- oy <2 7 *% TM y" G—_— " 
———— pany en», mma . 
7 GS EE ae RS ns — > anc ets; ape Ian 4am PIC aa ; 
ms -2S. 4 - _ - 


—————— 4 


-—- —- we x” FAX "Ga 
OE | 99 HERBS c5 1 


© CS: ue Oo > a St tg tt Le 
— —_— — 


2832 10922 hb , | 
the Lord now, but, O then, will you ſtand without, . and, in the 
bitter 2nguiſh of your ſoul, cry, Lord, Lord, open unto;us. But 
heffrom within ſhall anſwer and ſay, Verily-I know you not ; de. 
parr from me, all-ye workers of iniquity. | 

2, If you will not prepare to meet God, in his mercies, you will 
be compelled to meet: him on-his throne of judgment. Lhis you 
cannot avoid. 'Fhe fooliſh,,as well ag'wiſe virgins muſt go forth 
to meet him 5; and receive a fearful, or-a joytul doom, a curſe or 
bleſſing get. Behold he cometh. with clouds, and every eye ſhall 
ſee him ; and they alſo that pierced him, and all the inhabitants of 


the earth, who are not- prepared to meet him, ſhall;:mourn becauſe 


of him. You, who will not meet him, at a throne of grace, and in 
all the ſacred ordinances of religion, now, and in ſpite of all that 
can be ſaid, you will not leave your fins, your heaven-daring words 
and aQions, and plead earneſtly for mercy and grace to help you in 
time of need, ſhall then be glragged to his throne of judgment, and 
hear that ſentence, big with terror and diſmay, © Depart from me, 
*'ye curſed, into everlaſting fire z? or, * Thole mine enemies, that 
© would not that I ſhould reign over them, bring them hither, and. 
© ſlay them before me.” Of Hehe ns 
3. It might be well, for every one of us, before-we-part to day, 
ſeriouſly to examir.e ourſelves, wkether we are now preparec t0 
meet<God, to our comfort, or not. Materials for: examination have 


already been laid down, under the laſt head ; when I pointed out 


what things were neceſſary for a due preparation. | To wit, A deep 
ſenſe of - fin-and guilt, a heart-affeCting and alarming ſenle of-our 
danger, while in'a Chrittleſs and unconverted tate, a conviction, 


not only of. our leſt, but helpleſs condition, a ſight of Chriſt, in the 


goſpel as an all-ſufficient Saviour, and a juſt view. of the way of 
ſalvation through him, a hearty approbation of that method of ſal- 
vation, and a firm reliance oa Chriſt alone forjuitification, ſancti- 
fication and glorification, a real application of his merits, by faith, 
that our guilt may be pardoned, our.nature renewed and ſanQtibed, 
and a cleaving to him in holineſs and righteouſ:eſs to the end of 
our hves. Now, who among you; have experieaced theſe things, 
and are walking humbly with God, -in obedience'to his righteous . 


will and pleaſure ? 


If any-of you can bear witneſs, that you zre the ſubj:&s of ſuch 
a work as this, and are walking humbly and obediently. before God, 
you have great reaſon to conclude, that you have. met him in his 
mercy, and are prepared to meet him at deat}; and judgment. - be 
thankful to the Lord for his goodneſs —watch and pray—and he 
that has begun the good work in you, will compleat it, Be no 
weary in well doing—ahid ever ſtrive to abound in works of faith 
and labors of love. . | 
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But if this be not your character —you have no reaſon to ſuppole, 
for a moment, that you are prepared- to meet God: It.you are 
hving in the. practice of: known fin, —ſuch as ſwearing, lying, un- 
cleanneſs, drunkenneſs; and other cranſgreſſions ; - or in any one of 
theſe :—Or,; if. you. are living in the omiſhon of any of the pla 
commanded duties of religion, beyond alt doubt, you..are- not 
prepared to. meet God. No, no :;—you are every moment under 
his wrath-and curſ2-: the Lord'is angry with the wicked eve y day: 
| you. are continually treading on the flippery brink. of endleſs woe, 
on the verge of; hell, and are tottering over eternal burnings.— 
Eyery pious heart 15-pained at your deplorable ſituation, and trem= 
bles at your certain fate, ſhould you die in your preſent condition. 

Let me then, f:riouily, importunately and affectionately intreat 
and beſeech you, for the Lord's fake—for Chrilt's ſake, and for 
jour {oul's ſake, —awake, awake,—rouſe all the powers of the {foul 
to vigorous-exertion, to eſcape impending ruin. - Call upon Gopd, 
while you have time and health and: ſtrength—for who can tell, — 
but. he will be gracious unto you, that you periſh not. —— Your 
ſituation 1s awfully hazardous, 'the time of your probation ſhort and 
- uncertain -—death is near: at hand—eternity 18s at the door—and 
hell below 1s moved ta. meet you at.your coming. 'The Lord of 
heaven-pity you, and effeCtually roufe you from your ſtupor. My 
ſoul grieves {or you, my heart 1s pained.for you, ; and my bowels 
yearn over you. | lee your danger, and wonder you do not ſee it 
yourſelves ; I wonder how you can be ſo thoughtlets, inſenſible and 
unconcerned, when there 1s but a ſtep between you and death, and 
the molt:tremencous .torments are ſo near and certain. I beg—I 
' pray, intreat, and adjure you tq caſt away all your fins and tranſl. 
grelhons—no longer induige yuurſelves in careleſs trifling and vani= 
ty: bend your knees. before you: offended Sovereign—plead for 
mercy—and never reſt till you. have got a ſcriptural evidence, that 
you are prepared to meet your God. | | 

| know not how to, give over my exhortation—l am truly loath 
to leave you, leſt many of you be itill fnmoved, and unperſuaded.), 

11s may be the laſt call, I may ever pive you, or you live. to hear. 
But what can I ſay ? What more can I do ? If I thought it would 
prevail, I would freely come down from the pulpit, and throw my- 
le;t on my knees before you, yea proitrate at your feet,. and there 
lie, and beg, and pray, tu the ſun goes down, if I couid only 
Inatch one of your precious. fouls, from everlaſting burnings; or 
perſuade you to prepare for. death and judgment. 
>" O that the eternal God would make bare his arm, and fill this 
houſe with his power and preſence. O that it would pleaſe him, 
to 10iten eyery hard heart, open every blind eye, and unſtop every 


284 
deaf ear ——that ſinners in our Zion may be afraid, and fearful. 
neſs and trembling take hold of every impenitent ſoul. Bleſs thy 
word of truth, O God, make it ſpirit and lite, and may it. by thy 
Opirit's might, be made a ſavour of life unto life,. to theſe dear 
ſouls before thee. Revive thy work among us—let all thy people 
drink deep into the ſpirit of holineſs and love, and numbers be daily 
added to the Church, and ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. X How. long, O 
Lord, ſhall thy unworthy fervant labor in vain and ſpent bis frength 
fer nought Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but it is thine to 
give the increaſe. QO that the Spirit may be poured out from on 
high, that the wilderneſs may become a fruitful field, and the de. 
ſert and the ſolitary places bud and hlofſom. as the roſe, and all fleſh 
ſee the Salvation of God, - Hear us, O Lord. hear us, and let what 
has now been ſaid take effect in every breaſt, and be rendered a 
means of ftirring up ſinners to prepare to meet their God, and of 
quickening al: thy people,” for Chriſt Jeſus' fake, Amen and A. 
men. | 
Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
three Perſons in Trinity and Unity, the ſame in ſubſtance, equal 
m power and glory, be aſcribed, as 1s moſt juſtly due, all Might, 
Majeſty, Dominion, Adoration and Praiſe, tkroughout the boung- 
leſs revolutions, of eternal ages. Amen. | 
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On the Unity of the Chrisyan Church. 
1 Coli. 13. 
Is Chrg} divided '4 


ARTIES and diviſions among the profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
P have. burt and wounded the cauſe of religion, more- than alt 
the external attacks of deiſts and infidels, heathens and devils.— 
The Church ot Chriſt, at this day, 1s bleeding, even unto death, 
by the wounds ſhe has received from this quarter. And what ren- 
ders the caſe of the poor afflited Church more pitiable and deplo- 
rable, is, that, while many are crying out againſt diviſions and their 
fad effets, few confider at whoſe door the diviſions lie, or who the 
perſons are, that cauſe and fomeat them ; And it often happens 
that the principal authors of diviſions are the loudeſt againſt 
them. - | 

 Bigots of all parties cry out againſt divifions ; but their 1deas are 
very contracted ; for they care not how much the body of Chrift 
3s rent, or divided, if they can but keep one of his fingery, if I may 
be allowed the expreſhon, whole and entire.to themſelves. Thus 
while many lament the want of «ni7y, they mean unity in ſome 
favourite part only, and not in the whole. It th s part bs in a thriv- 
ig way, they have no concern for other parts, but rather feel a 
ſecret ſatisfaction in hearing that they are crumbling to pieces. and 
this often becomes a very agreeable topic of converſation. . I with 
profeſſors would impartially examine themſe ves, and fee if they 
do not find too much of 7hzs in their own breaſts, notwithſtanging 
all their pretended deſires of love and unity. | 
And ſhould any man, being grieved at the diſtractione of Zien, 
and pofſefled with a ſpirit of moderation and peace, come forward, 
and, with a lenient hand, attempt to cloſe the breaches, and heal 
the wounds of the bleeding Church, nothing can be more unprs. 
miſing and unpopu!ar, His proffered ſervices are very unzceept. . 
adle, and he ſubjects himſelf to dreadful ſuſpicions from every fide; 
duſpicions of his intention, and of his leaning more to 717 part than 
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*0 that, Dreadful inſinuations are thrown out, as if he wes inimical 
to this part or that, and grave cautious are given againſt paying any 
regard to what he ſays, or even giving him a hearing ; his doCEtrine 
13 poiſonous, it favours too much ot Calviniſm, ſays one, and too 
much of Arminianiſm, ſays another . and, perhaps, the more ef. 
ſectually to counteraCt and hinder the ſalutary effects of the heal. 
ing balnt, his character 18 a'tacked, and the ſoundneſs of his reli. 
gion called greatly ito queſtion, And all this time the ſame cry 
is kept uÞ againſt diviſions and their ſad-effe&ts.—- —Is not ſuch x 
conduct jult as abſurd, as if a man ſhould ſet a houſe on fire, and 
furiouſly rail againſt any one, th&&avou'd attempt to quench it, and 
' yet execrate, and vehemently bawl out againft all houſe-burners ? 
But the truth 18, that men of this bizoted and contracted caſt care 
not whoſe houſes are burnt, * ſo their own epgs are roafted,” 
Contentions and diviſions had grievouſly-infeited the Church at 
Corinth, and, St. Paul wrote this epiltle to th» Corinthians for the 
purpoſe of putting an end to them. Therefore, after fome 1ntro, 
duction, he preſſes into the body of his deſign, by addreſſing the 
Church in theſe pathetic words ; * Now I beiu2ch you, brethren, 
« by the name of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, that you all ſpeak the ſame 
« thing, and- that there ve no. diviſions ainvng you 3 but. that ye be 
« perfectly joined together in, the ſame mind and in the fame judg. 
© ment.” Je ſolemnly charges them to cultivate a ſpirit of LOVE 
and UNITY in the Church, and to avoid all party diftinCtions and 
party names, which are pregnant witk miſchi-f, naturally tending 
to contract the mind, ſtir up ſtrife, and confine charity within the 
n:xraw limits of a very ſmall circie, aud thus defeat and deſtroy the 
vory defign of Chriſtianity in the world. Such baleful confequen- 
\ces are ſure to take place, when one and another are ſaying, 4 I am 
« of Pau), and I of Ayollos, and I of Cephas, or Peter, and I of 
e Chriſt, '——— Thus it was at Corinth, and a partiality, in favor 
ol ihis or tbat preacher, ſo much prevailed, and gave riſe to ſuch 
warm contentions and bitternels, that, I dare ſay, they might wiſh 
to have their ſeparate aſſemblies, and that ſome would not go to 
hear Paul, had he preached within one hundred yaras of their door. 
They might not like his cloſe, ſearching doCtrine, and to hear hv: 
man nature {o degraded, and {ee it drawn in ſuch black lines. #5 
Paul was wont to do ; nor to hear ſo much about faith, and righ 
teouſneſs imputed, and their own works diſcarded from all ſhare 
of merit in point of juſtification. Theſe, you know, were favou”- 
ites topics with, that great apoſtle. Apollos was their man, the) 
would go any diſtance to hear him. O, he was a ſweet preacher, 
his oratorial powers were fo charming, that he might be unto them 
as a very. lovely ſong of one that had a pleaſant-yoice, Some wou! 
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hear neither Paul or Apallos but would turn out in all weathers, 


by night or by day, be the ſeaſon hot or cold, wet or dry, to hear 
Peter—they were”pleaſed with his. plain, blunt manner of addreſs, 
and beſides, he ſeemed, at times to countenance ceremonies and 
the works of the la more than Paul did. Others again had ro 
ear for any but Paul —for he had the charaCter of a firſt rate ſcho- 
lar, and a maſterly reaſoner ,—they were for none of your fiſher, 
men, they muſt haye one brought up at the ſeat of the Muſes, or 
at the feet of ſome Gamalel, or he would not do for them. And 
there were others who were for no preacher at all, they ſaw no 
neceſſity of going to hear any body —they could ſtay at home, and 
ſay their prayers, and do as well, I am of Chriſt, was*their lan. 
guage. 

Thus, or, perhaps, to the ſame purpoſe, they went on rapidly, 
to the great diſgrace of Chriſtianity, the diſtra@tion of the Church, 
and the hurt of their own ſouls. Apainſt ſuch proceedings the A- 
poſtle pungently remc uſtrates, as a dangerous rock, the bane .of 
charity, and the 1vin of the Chriſtian Church. 7: Chrilt divided ? 
ſays he, This 161115 firſt argument to ſhew the impropriety andab- 
{urdity of church diviſions. 'The argument ſtands thus, Is Chr:i/f 
divided ?. Eyery body will anſwer, no. 'Then the natural concly. 
ſion, from the premiſes, 18, "Therefore, © his members ſhould not 
be divided,” Chriſt 1s the head of the Church, and all his people 
are the members of that one head, the conſtituent parts of Chriſt's 
body. And if there ſhould be no /chi/m in the natural body, no_ 
contention among its members, 1s it not equally unnatural and per, 
nicious, that there ſhould be any /chi/en, rent, or concention amon 
the members of that my/:cal body, the church, of: whi.h Chrilt is 
the univerſal head ? Lhe Apoſtle makes uſe of the ſame reaſoning, 
In the 12th chapter of this epiſtle, when he reproves the Corinthians 
for the diviſions, which had ariſen among them, from the diverſity 
ot their ſpiritual gifts. © For as the body is one,” ſays he, 4 and 
lath members; and all the members of that one body, being ma- 
ny, are one body ; ſo alſo 1s Chriſt.” 

In diſcourſing on the ſubject, I purpoſe, 

L.' To ſhew who the members of Chrilt are,” that conſtitute his 
body, the church. 108 

I. Shew that, in reality, there is but one church 'of Chriſt, in 
all the world, which is commonly called the Holy Catholic Church, 

IH. I ſhall apply the doctrine. is 

I Iam to ſhew who the members of Chriſt are, which conſtitute 
lis body, the church -——— Chat all chriſtians are members of the 
church of Chrift, is, I believe, a matter of no controverſy a all. 

ow men ate-cailed chriſtians, becauſe they are the diſciples.of 
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288 ; 
Chriſt, and, by a living faith, are united to him; and have Gom, 
muon with him, both in his merit and ſpirit, -'This 1s the caſe of 
it real chriſtians, and in conſequence of which, * they have put 
off the old man, and are renewed 1n the ſpirit of their mind, and 
have put on the new man, which afcer God is renewed in riphte. 
ouſneſs and true holineſs* Or elſe, men are called chriſtians be, 
cauſe they profeſs theſe things, and ſeem, by their lives, to be what 
they do profeſs, though they may be deſtitute of an internal change 
and the vital power, of religion in their hearts. Ihefermer are ſuch 
chriſtians as are both juſtified and fanCtified ; and the conſtitute 
the myſtical body of Chriſt, and are the members of. his church, 
not only as viſible, but inv//b/e. The Jatter, as they profeſs the 
yl ag of Chriſtianity,- and are blameleſs in their life and conver. 
ation muſt alſo be looked upon, and received as members of the 
church, as vi/eble by men, TJ have neither authority, nor ability 
to penetrate the ſecrets of the heart, The proteſhon and life con. 
jointly muſt be the rule of man's judgment. In judging of church 
members, the pro/e/ſion and [ie muſt both be conſidered, becauſe no 
man 1s to be elteemed 2 chriſtian, who does not profeſs all the e/. 
| ſemticl; of chriſtianity. Such as prefeſs ſome parts of chriſtianity, 
and leave out, and deay other effential parts, are not, in fact pro. 
feflors of Chriſtiantv, aud conſequewly are not members of the 
church as wifiole. - | WP 
* But ſome might be wil.ing to aſk, what are the eſſentials of Chril- 
$enity, and-what is neceſſiry for a man to profeſs, and be, 1n or- 
der to his being a member of Chriſt's Church ? — This queſtion may 
be anſwered in a few. words,.: Every man, who 1o believeth in God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, that his faith 
purifeth his heart, and worketh by obedient love, is a true Chril- 
tian, and conſequently a member of the Church of Chriſt, as vi/- 
ble and inviſible. But to render this matter more plain I fhall ex 
preſs myſelf a little more full on the /entials of Chriſtianity and 
the charafteriſtics of church members. Every man, then, 1s 3 
church member, who ſo believes in God, as to take him$ for his 
Lord and God, his Creator, Ruler and Governor, —his portion, 
his happineſs and ultimate end :——that ſo believes in- Jeſus 
« Chriſt, as to receive and rely on him, as his only Redeemer and 
God man Mediator, who has fulfilled all righteouſneis for U5 
men, and for our ſalvation, - and was obedient unto death, eve! 
he death of the croſs — ſuffering the juſt for the unjuit —3d4 
made himſelf a facrific2 of attonement for the fins of men—9) 
which obedience and {uT-ring he hath purchaſed pardon and gr2c*s 
holineſs and heaven- toc poor, guilty and wretched ſinners, who | 
had incurred the difpleaſare of Gol—dat the divine image, 23+ 
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forfeited all right and title to life eternal ; that, having finiſhed 


the work he came to do, he roſe from the dead, aſcended 3 into hea- 
ven, where he reigns as Lord of the Church, and intereedes with 
the Father in behalf of his people : and hath given out Jaws, which 
we muſt obey ; and, at the laſt day, he will come again and raiſe 
the dead, cite all mankind to the bar of his judgment 1eat, and will 
then iadge the world in righteouſneſs, ard pals ſentence on Saints 
ind finners, adjudging thoſe to everlaſting life, and theſe to -ever= 
lfting puniſhment. And moreover, that he believes in, and takes 
'the Holy Ghoſt for his ſanCtifier, and to enlighten, quicken and 
Sify =" iant in a word,.he believes that the [criptures were g1V = 
en by his holy inſpiration, ſealed by his works and miracles-—« 
and, confequently, that they contain the/true and faithful words of 
God, 

What I have juſt now enumerated comprize the effentials of the 
Chriitiat religion, and whoſoever profeſſeth theſe things, profeſſeth 
the eiſentials of chriſtianity. And he that not only profeſſeth, but 
hath alſo known the transtorming power of theſe truths in his own 
heart, and his profeſſion is attended with ſeriouſneſs and ſobriety, 
holineſs of life and converſation, a diligent uſe of all the means of 
grace, and the performance of all the known duties of religion, — 
piety toward God, and juſtice and mercy toward men—and a de= 
fire to know more of God and his holy will, that his obedience 
may be more perfect, and himſelf more Seed to the world and ſin, 
more alive to God, and more conformed to his holy 1 image ;_if he 
lives a life of ſelf- Jerial —takes up the croſs, and 1s daily endeavour- 
np to crucify the fleth with its affections and luſts ; He, I ſay, that 
ſo believes, and walks,'1s a Chriſtian, both in faith and practice, — 
is a living member of Chriſt's body the Church—and in a ſtate of 
ſalvation. 

And he that profeſleth all this, profefleth himſelf to be a Chriſ. 
tian z and though he may not "6k that living faith, which ſaving=. 
ly enites him to Chriſt, purifctes the heart, and conſtitutes an in- 
hble member, yet, if his life does not notoriouſly contradict and 
nvllify his profeſſion, he is a member of the Church as v:ſible, and 
mult be received as ſuch, þy the paſtors of the Church, who are to - 
judge on's by the wr Fg life and converſation. 

Particular b6des and forms of religious worſhip, adopted by one -' 
Yr another, enter not at all into the e/{xtials of Chriſtianity ; nor 
dngat theſe to be made a bone of contention. If a man has faith i ua 
God, as reconciled to. him through J eſus Chriſt—if he has repent- 
ance fron dead werks—believes in the Holy Ghoſt,” and, . by his 

cred Influerice, is made a partaker of the divine nature, and evi- 
iPfices the C ame, as expreſied above, this man is fundamentally > 
Oo | 
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290 -. | 
and ought by no means to be excluded from OUT charity. In ex. 
ternals, let every man be fully perſuaded in his own mind—angd 
m=ke prayer and ſupplication to God, in that way, which he finds 
oſt profitable to himfelf. It men wall not endeavour to cultivate 
love and unity with one another, becauſe one prays with a form, 

and another does not, I think there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
their zeal ſavours more of the things of men, than the things of 
God. : 

But among the members of the Catholic Church, chars 15 2 preat 
variety, in ſeveral reſpects. Some are babes, ſome are young.men, 
and-ſome are fathers. Some are but lately converted—others have 
borne.the burden and heat of the day. The former, being weak in 
grace-and knowledge, mult be fed with milk, and taught and ground. 


ed.in. the - firſt principles of the Rrines of Chrilt : ; —the' latter, 


f having their ſenſes. exerciſed by. uſe, muſt be fed with: ſtronger 
meat, and. carried on to maturity, or perfection. They differ much 
ia their complexion. Though all the members of the family relem.- 
ble their heavenly Father in holineſs, yet, by their complexion, 


they may be diſtinguiſhed one from- another. Some are meck, 
mild and. timorous ;—others are more choleric and ſanguine, 'The 
Jormer often complain of doubt, fear and difficulty ;—but the latter 
are wont to ſpeak in more poſitive ſtrains, . and appear more: warm, 
zealous and confident. "They &iffer much as to ſpiritual health. 
Some are ſo vigorous that they ſeem all alive in the duties of religion 
and their reliſh and appetite for their ſpiritual food, are ſo quick 


+ and ſharp. - that they go to the ſeveral ordinances of religion and 


.meang of grace, with chearfulneſs and. pleaſure. Others have but 
.weak ſtomachs, and are obliged to drag themſelves on, eſpecially 
to ſecret duties, .and to ſtrive hard to get down the heavenly mane | 
Na. -- In, a word, ſome live much in holy peate and-joy, —while 


| others. are under freauent complaints of deadneſs, coldneſs and ine 


| diſpoſ !tion, though they are truly tender and conſcientious in all 
.they.do and ſay, and.would not offend God, on any conſideration, 
—Wwhue others, not a. jot more conſcientious, and perhapg Maree 
conſiderable ſhare of miſguided zeal, have few, or no.comp launts 
at all. 

_ "The.members alſo differ 4 in fhis, that all are not equally uſeful, 
nor have they all the ſame office. Some, like pillars in the houſe, 


” are the ſupports of the tpiritual building, in the places where they 


live. Others can ſcarcely ftand on their own legs, or take one {tcp 
further than they are ſupported aud. guided by their brethren. 50me 
lay out themſelyes in adminiſtering food and phyſic, counſel! and 
advice to the poor and weak members : while others have ſo 40) 
maladies, that they trouble the family with their complaints and 
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grievances, Some are apt to teach, and are appointed paſtors over 


the flock, to go before them, tend them, and give their portion of 
ſood in due ſeaſon—rightly dividing the word, and ſorting the pro. 
vifion according to the ſeveral ages and circumftances of all under 
their care. Upon the whole. God hat fet the members in the body, 
every one as it hath pleaſed him. and in ſuch order and ſubſervien. 
cy one. to another, that the eye cannot Jay unto the hand, I have n8 
need of thee, nor the head\to the jeet, I have no need of you. Having 
ſhewn who the' members of Chriſt are, which conſtitute his body, 
the Church, both vole and rnv1fible | proceed 

II. To ſhew that the Church of Chriſt, in all the world, 1s-but_ 
one, which is commonly called the Holy Catholie Church. 

This point may be proved in'tew words. It is ſtrongly nnplied 
in the words of the text, and 1s pretty clearly afferted in.the words 
already quoted, from 1 Cor. xii. 12. + For as the body/1s one 
« and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
« being many are one body; ſo alfo 1s Chriſt.” If by the body here 
1s meant the Charch, as it 18 univerſally underſtood, thenyitclearly 
follows, that all chriſtians. profeſhing, believing and ating accord- 
ing to the charaRer drawn under the firſt head, . being members of 
that one body, of which Chriſt is the one undivided head, are all 
conſtituent parts of one and the ſame church ;z and conſequently, 
in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, there can be but -one church. 
Whether ſuch chriſtians live in Europe, Afta, Africag or America, 
they conſtitute one and the ſame body. Thev. have all one God, the 
fountain of their being and the ſource of their felicity—one Father, 
who has reconciled himfſelt to them, by Feſus Chriſt, and them-to 
him, by the renovation of their. nature, and ſhedding abroad his 
ove in their heart, by the Holy Ghoſt. *« They are ell the chil. 
' dren of God, by faith in Jeſus Ohriſt.” They have all one Rev 
deemer, Saviour and Mediator, who is the head, ſovereign. and cen« 
tre of them all ;—they are all built on one foundation, and Jeſus 
Chriſt, the chief corner fone, binds and conneRs all in one; and, 
by him, is the whole body. fitly: joined together, and . compaQted, 
Jeſus Chriſt is the chief corner fone laid in Lian on. which-a'l true 
believers are built up into one /piritzal houſe. By his righteouſneſs + 
re they all freely juſtified —-by his qbedience are they all made. 
nghteous, arffi by his ſpirit are all governed and ſanCtifed. They: _ 


te actuated by the ſame divine Spirit, and by this one Spirit are; 
ic, Ml *! baptized into one body, they all drink-into one -Spirit, and/by- 
hey lat one Spirit have all accels to. the Farher, through Jeſus Chriſt. 
tes MI {he church. is one, as all the members have one and the. ſame" 


Chief end, which 1s, to glorify God and enjoy. him for ever. They. | 
Te one in affetion and deſire. _ S198 the objeCt-of thejr hore. EI 
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292 | 
—the diſpleaſure of God is the object of their fear ; while God ang 
Chrift,. holineſs and heayen, are the objeCts of their loye, hope and 
cefire. Thus they unite, with one heart and ſoul, in the lame ob- 
Jets. They all live under the ſame divine government, and are 
ſubjeCt to the ſame Jawv, which is called 7he lar of lave—the law 
of faith, the lawu of {therty, and the law of Chri/f. They are all in one 
and the ſame holy covenant, are unanimous in renouncing the devil, 
the world and the fleſh, in devoting themſelyes to God, as their | 
Father, to Jeſus Chriſt, as their Saviour, and to the Holy ' Ghoſt, 
as their ſanQtifier, and in living in obedience to all the known and 
effential duties of the goſpel, © They love one another, and pray 
for the proſperity of the whole body. Their converſation is in hea- 
yen, and the ſervice of God is their employ. And, at laſt, when 
they have finiſhed their courſe, they ſhall obtain the ſame crown of 
glory, join in the ſarge general afſembly and church of Chriſt m 
Heaven, and praiſe their common Lord and Saviour, with one heart 
and ſgul and voice for ever and ever.- © \ 

Having diſpatched the doctrice, I come, 
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1. Under the firſt head, I ſhewed what a man muſt profeſs, be 
heve and be, in order to conſtitute him a-member of the . chriſtian 
church, as vi/ible and invighle. He, that denies the eſſentials or 
chriſtianity, is not.a member of Chriſt's church ft all. * "If he pro- 


'feſs all the effe: tials of the chriſtian religion, and yet deny them in 


practice, by living in the commiſſion of any. fin or fins forbidden, 
thereby, or it the omiſſion 307 duty or dyties, therein com- 
manded, and plainly enjoined, \he can be no member of the Holy 
Catholic church, becauſe it is manifeſt that he is an unholy man. 
ouch an one is flot even a yiſible member. And ſhoyld a men pro- 
feſs to believe all the articles of the chriſtian faith, and habitually 
mair tain an external conduct, in a gogd meaſure conformable to 
his profefſion, though ſuch an one muſt be accounted a member 0! 
he Catholic Chyrch as vifible, yet he may be no member of the 
"church as real and «© inviſible,” A man may be © blamdlefs, as touch. 
ing the righteouſneſs of the law, and externals of religion, and be 
no real chriftian, becauſe we find from ſcripture, ©* that men may 
haye a name, that they live, while they are dead, and a form &% 


: ; 


godlineſs without the power thereof.” 5 va | 
- But ſuch as profeſs and believe with that faith, which puribe 
. the heart and works by love. and unites to Chriſt'myſtically, an 


are thus made partakers oF his blood and righteouſneſs and the We 
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giving and fanQifg ing virtues of the Holy Ghoſt, FR from him, 
the head of vital influence, as the miles Jerive {ap from the vine; 
ſuch are not only juſtified and pardoned, by faith in the Redeemer, 
but are inwardly renewed in the ſpiritof their mind,are holy in heart. 
and hte, and are therefore members of the charch V!/ible and 77:- 
vifivle, and1n a ſtate of ſalvation. 

Lf this ſtate of the caſe be juſt, then, alas ! how few 0" 4 "RY 
even viljble, hath the church among us ? —— How many 
profeſs no religion at all? And while the generality pro- 
tels to believe the eſſentials of chriſtianity, at leaſt do- not 


deny them, yet do they not live in ſwearing, lying, drunkenneſs, 


uncleanneſs, and ſuch like, or in the omiſſion of the Dlain duties of 
religion? And are there not many ſuch among you ! ? Letevery 
one lay his hand on his breaſt, and ſay; Lord is it-7 * And what 
muſt be the conſequence of ſuch a-conduct ? You proteſs a reli- 
gion which daily and hourly condemns you ; and your'profeſlion 
of 1t will only aggravate your final- condemnation at the bar of 
God, and render VOUr everlaſting torment more intolerable unicls, 
xccordirip 10 its dictates, you now, repent and be converted, that 
your fins may be blotted out. _O ſinners, it wilt be more tolerable 
tor Sodom than for youy- at that awful day. 

But may a man not only proleſs the eſfentials of the zonal. but 
forſake all known fin, and go mn around of all known duty, and yet 
be no more than a viſible member, and dead while he liveth ? What 
then muſt you think. of your caſe, O ye profane neglectors of God 
and the duties ang ordinances of religion ? Muſt not hell and de- 
ſtruftion be your portion, if you live and die in your preſen- ſtate ? 
And ought not this'conſideration t induceevery ane of as to look 
Inwardly to the foundation ot our rehgion, and examine into the 
reality of it, and ſee whether it will ſtand the teft. 

And, now, wio among mo are the living members «of the Chriſ- 
tian Church and who not ? Puſh the queſtion home, and bring 
the matter to ſome certain Ye Be aflured, this 1 15 a matter of no 
rifling importance, | 

2, I may ke.old, that you are members of the Old Fviſcopal 
Church, and thxt you go not pretend to ſo much religion. as other 
profeſſions go. Tell you there 1s but one Church, and the efſen- 
i1als of reJigion in goEtring and holineſs of heart and life are the 


lame in all the members, - "This I have altercy ſhewn.  Thete. 


lore whatever you may lay, oy whatever culiom "may call FOB» 
while you continue 1n the praCtice of fn, you are in realty, 19 . 
members of the Chriſtian Church. 'This. Church, 'as you hive i 
heard, is that one body,. of which Chriſt is the head, and all the 
membexs thereof holy. And though, vaforcunately, the profes. 
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ſors o F Chriſtianity have been ranged under yarious denominations, 
yet eath of theſe will diſown you, while you continue to act incon- 
fiſtent with the requiſitions of the goſpe!. 


— ——- ——_ —_ —- - 
i. ©; "Daap- + 
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He1'e I cannot but take notice of a very ill-founded reflection, 


which is often caſt on the Old Church, To wit, © That molt of her 
< memibers are drunkards or ſwearers, liars, gameſters, revellers, 
< deba'uchees, . and ſuch like” Be not deceived my friends, ſuch 


are no- members of aty Chriſtian ' Church. But you would ſay 
that you have known ſuch admitted to the Lccd's table in the old 
Church. I anſwer; that to admit ſuch is exceedingly wrong '; but 
the church is not the author of the wrong. For where 1uch are 
3dmitted, the fault lies, either with the fons of Eli, or, which is moſt 
probalvle, with the very perſons, who make the objection. For 
had they, inſtead of making a ſchiſm and falling off into a divided 

arty, done their duty, by admoniſhing the offender, and bringing 
ar et a proper information againit corrupt qrembers, that they 
right be cut off, the ground of the objeQtion would, probably, 
not have exifted.* But you reply ;—* They call :Hcmſelves mem. 
6 bers of the Church.” But this can no more be h<iped, thaa it they 
ſhould call themſelves Dukes or Lords, or any other name. Lrue, 
in this country, the Church of England, as the proteſtant Epiſcopal 
Church yas once called, was the eſtabliſhed religion ; and, per- 
kaps, mnety nine out of a hundred knew little of any other deno. 
mination 3 and in this church their children were baptized, and, 
by cuſtom, they were called Churchmen. But the generality when 
they grew up joined themſelves, in reality, to no church at all; but 
followed, as they now do, the way of their own hearts, and walked 
in the Hght of their own eyes. And 1s this peculiar to any partzz 
cular Genomination ? Your own obſervation will inform you that 
at.1s not. 1 hetruth of the caſe 1s this, that no man ever was, nor 
ever will bs a true member of Chriſt's church by natural generati- 
on, but he is made ſo by /piritual regeneration, or being born of the 
ſpirit of God. 4 | ACN 
8. ls it io that the church of Chrift is one, and that ali true chrif- 
tians are members of but one body, of which Chriſt is the head ? 


* Sornaſter I had written this Sermon, there tell into my hands a small trea+ 
tise on the Canses, Evils and Cures of heart and church divis'ons, extracted from- 
the writings cf 1wo great divines cf the lasr century, and publighed by Mr, Fra:.c'3 
A>bary, ard by km earrestly recommerded to, the Methodis's. In which re- 
e-mmerdation I m. st heartily concur, with this d F-rence oily, that, whereas he. 
recommends it to the Methodisrs in particular, | wou'd, w.1h equal. warmth, re- 


commend nt to all professing Christians' of every denomination. And especially 


would 1 with every reader to pay a particular rezard to what is contained in the 
$fth direction, wh ch begins iv Page 90, and corcludes m Page 166. Here ke 
will meet with the same sentirment, 1 have just touched on, treated more fully 
&7.G which gave rise to this Note in the margin, _ 


What pity 1s it then, that there ſhould be ſo little loye and forbuar-, 
ance among the profeſſors of his name, and ſo much animoſity: a- 
mong his members ? What fignifies all profeſſions without lov 2. 
——— — Ah! this 1s right, ſay one, and ſure I am, ſays he, I love- 
all the people. of God.” But who. are: they ? Here 1s the pount, 
« 0) ſays one, it ever I was among the people of God in my life, 
i they are the Baptiſts.” And another, * If ever I was among the. 
« people of God, they are the Methoditts :'-and fo on,- Naw, uf 
you Can ſearch to the bottom, you would find the love of many 
oreat profeffors centring in thus or that party, and confined within 
the contracted circle of ſuch as do as they do, ſay as they ſay, and. 
think as they thiak ; aud that in ſome particular matters very unel- 
ſential, and hardly countenanced by the word of God, Now, if you 
love them that love you, what reward:have you ? Do noc eventhe q 
publicans the 1ame ? This 1s no proof at' all that; you have any. 
Chriſtian love. Where there is a combination, or a ſameneſs-in 
principles and praftices, the worſt of. men, even horle thieves, are 
t5nd of one another. ONE! 0” | 
« This-1s tae truth fays one, and I am ſure, I love people of all. 
© profeſſhons, who are Chriſtians,' But take care, don't you find it. 
hard to think any man a chriſtian, - who is not out of your party ? 
Brgotry has a great tendency, to make men hard. of belief, - 1n. this 
reſpect. And while thoſe, poſleſt of it, are blind to the failings of. . 8 
any of their own party, they have an eagle's eye to diſcover the ; 
flaws of others, and a microſcopic eye to magmify 'mole-hills into 
mountains, Search and ſce how it ſtands with you, in this. 
particular. po BY 3 FR CORY 
From bigotry and a party ſpirit it comes to paſs, that we find 
{ome can give no credit to the excellencies and good. quality of any 
who belong not to their own Gdiviſto!l, nor to the miſcarriages of 
any who do. Teil them what a\laborious, pungent, animated, 
uſetul preacher ſuch a man is, who belongs to a different party 3 
they don t ſeem to hear you, they receive the account very coldly, 
and, perhaps. they will. ham a tune, wtule you are-talking, to ſhew 
lhey have no ear tor that diſcourſe. . And after you have done, 
perhaps the reply may be, 4 But is he rota Calymilt ?' Or, « 
enot an Arminian ? This is intended to obliterate, or, at leaſt, 
t cait a cloud over - all good qualities whateyer. And it is not 
unhkely, but they will hint, © That they have heard a very &ifferg::t 
Rory, and that one of their brethren had mentioned ſomething .bur 
le did notlike to ſay much. However they with he may be.a good 
man, though they tear.he has got. too, much of the ſpiriz of the © 
World. But if inſtead of go00d qua!-ties, YOU meution ſome bad 
Mes, or relats ſome fault, you catch the attention at ance, aad-arg 


—— - - 


| 
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| 
\'F - | 
i F hearl with a {mile of approbation. Pauſe, my brethren, and ſes 
it | how much of this belongs to you. I fear fome of you will find 
| yourſelves very far from the Cathohc love of that Chriſtian, ' who 
.1n reality, loves all the children or people of God of every profeſſi. 
|| ON. abt ak [eee 
Chriilian love is univerfal. And we may pretend to chriſtianity 
|| - - as muchas we pleaſe, yet we do but deceive ourſelves, if it does 
| not open our hearts, in love, to all profeſling chriſtians as ſuch, 
and all ſaints as ſaints, according to their various degrees of amia. 
| blenefſs. - And that love and debre of unity, which 1s not uniyertal 
| has, in it, a ftrovg tin&bure bf wrath and {cluſm, He, that loveth 
one party, and not the relt, falls vaſtly thorr of loving all mankind 
and he, that is united but to a part, mutt of conſequence beg divi- 
ded from the whole. 

4, From what has been {aid, we may learn how much it is the 
duty of all chriſtians to promote unity among all proteffors in gen- 
er], and in thejr own neighbourhooc's in particular; and to avoid 
all difcord and diviſions, and whatever tends thereto. Unity, in 
the body of Chriſt, conſtitutes its health, eaſe, quiet and proſperity 
But ſmart, pain, inquietude and wounds, are the native effes of 
diviſions. Wherever theſe prevail, they are produQtve of railings, 
dackbitings and evil furniſhing ; and the body fickens and ſutfers 

- continually by the diſeaſe. But where brethren dwell together in 
love and unity, ſpeaking the fame thing, as to effentials ; and will 
cordially worſhip God together, as times and occaſions may {ſerve ; 

all is ealy, peaceful, pleaſant and ſweet.. There is no ſtriving, no 
----Ccontention,. no envying, or grudging. Every one takes the com- 
mon. intereſt as his own, rejoicing with then that do rejoxce, and 

A1ympathizing with thoſe that ſuffer. There is no party intereſt 

.+.- to ſerve, and hence no means are uſed to ſlander and degrade one 
42 order to ſet up arother.. Like a company of horſes in Pharaon's 

. Chariots, they all draw the ſazne way, .. with one' heart and on? 

 ſhoulder.. Unity and love preſerve and maintain religion, keep 

It alive in the ſoul, and in neighbourhoods, Whereas diviſions and 
parties create ſtrife and contention, weaken the body, and bring 01 
defolation and ruin. _ + ie hes et 

Uniforrnity, in modes and circumſtantials, may be defirable. 
But if this was ever ſo complete, it is only the carcaſe, or image of 
unity. The ſoul of unity is LOVE, Cariſtians are therefore ex- 
horte | to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. : 

 Peranap3, one Will tell me, there is not a man upon earth more 
* deſirous ct peace and unity .in the church, than ne 15. But 0921 
"what terrms, pray ? The true anſwer might be, that all men ih zuld 
agree to his terms, and come, over to that party/ to waica h2 
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- Bis joined. Such pride .and ſelftſhnefs forbid all hope of peace. 

6 WThe papiſts, no doubt, would have peace with proteitants, on thefe 

1. Wiems. Pride and ſelfiſhneſs are among the greateit enemies to 

0 Whhe church's peace. | Thoſe the devil 'makes uie of to'break the 

!-. unity of chriſtians : and he carefully watches all opportunnies to 
throw in ſome bone of conterition te ſcatter and divide the mem. 

Y Miers of Chtiſt.. He will:make uſe of the opinions and'aifpofitions 

'S - Meven of the godly to -anſwer this diabolical purpoſe. » Dome of 

1, Wtheſe he' will entangte in dangerous 'errors, and hereby he'lays -1 

- WF train for blowing up aninelities and warm contentions in doctrinal 

al points. Hgometimes, by means of rules for external government; he 

Nh WW rikes occaſion to excite paſhon and prejudice,'and the contention 

I may become to ſharp. that Paul and Barnabas are ſeparated. * - 4 

[ But one main thing, why ſo many, at this day, have 'drank'ſe 
deeply into diviſive party ſpirit, 1s, their being» among and to. 

e WM frequently converſing with perſons of a'ſchifmatic'calt, Whoy' both | 

1- WW in private, and im public, are {till blowing the coals'ot ſtrife and 

1d contention. This is extremely dangerous, eſpecially to. young 

n I perſons,'and ſuch as are not well taught and grounded-in'the nature” 

7 WW and dodtrrines of the goſpel, How, many are now {tilk bigots, and 

of Ml furious for foine divided party. in oppoſition to all'ottiers.” who 

S) WW dreamed of no ſuch. thing, when they-fir{t became intimate with 

1$ i their preſent aſſociates. -Had they been told that ſuch would be the 

n Wl effects, and thar, in a little while, they would beled to forſake, and » 

Il oppoſe” even their fathers in the goſpel —probably, they would'have - 

3 WM replied, 'with Hazael, ' © Is thy.tervant a dog thathe {ſhould do this | 

0 WM © thing ?* But after hearing and ſeeing thoſe men, whom'they 

1- i cfteem eminently pious, make it their religion and frequent prac- 

tice to vilify and traduce'all others as ;enemies.to_ Chriſt and the 

goſpel —and hearing their own fide extolled as mere angels, and all 

dthers repreſented as of ſuſpicious charaQters,, or reproached-and 

Ipoken againſt as blind, lifeleſs and formal-- enemies to the Church, 

or to. them, 'as they generally call theraſelves the church, by way of 

eminence and: diſtin&tion.; when they hear the principies-of one, 

or another loaded with hard names as if they were the offspring 

of the devil, and ſuch like + When this is the. caſe, it is no. wonder 

1t ſhould imprint a ſchiſmatical or party_difpoſition on the minds 

of their hearers and admirers. Converſing with ſuch" a'party Wit- | 

ditters the mind, and naturaliy creates uncharitablenefs towarus all 

others ; aud their conſcience becomes ſo. perverted and feared, that 

they can flander, revile, and throw out the molt opprobrious fpeech= 

es againſt ay that differ from them, without any ſenſe ol guilor 

bums, nay, they will call it fatrbfaineſh, and think they are 6/2 for 

God, whale they are acting as contrary to the'genius and delignh '6X 
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-_  deftroying-the peace and happineſs of his profeſſors ? What if there 


© to ſerve than the .peace, harmony and welfare of the Church, and 


Ge goſpel ard the law of Chriſt, as light is to darkneſs. O that yy 
my dear brethren, would bear with my plainneſs, and hear withoy 
prejudice—for be aſſured I have no end to ſerve, but the good gf 
your ſouls, and the peace and happineſs of the Catholic church _. 
Whenever you hear a man EOpOug his own party—and vuifying 


others, either-in plain terms, or by hiuts and infinuations, mark that 


man,.and beware, take care how you catch that ſpirit, for it is ng 
the fpirit af Chriſt, but the ſpirit of pride, bigotry and ſelfiſhneſy 
yea, it-15 the. ſpirit of him, whois * the accuſer of the brethren, 
anth the enemy of love.and peace. 

How much better would it be, and how much more of the ſpi. 
rit of Chriſtianity would-it-manifeſt, if, inſtead of this, chriſtians of 
every denomination would be tender of the character of each other, 
and defend it, as long .as it -could be done with honor—and en. 
deavour «to. cultivate 'a friendly .correſpondence with each other + 
and if there us a diverſity of ſentiment, in fome particular articles, 
which are not eſſential, why ſhould that which 1s not eflential in 
At(elf . he ſuffered to do ſuch an-eſſential-injury, as that of tearing 
-the' body of Chriſt to pieces, wounding the cauſe of religion, an4 


be a diverſity in fome.modes of-external worſhip, or rules of goy. 


- ernment”; This 1s only the body and ought by no means to hinder 


.our.unity.and.agreement in the ſoul of religion. 


The efentials of religion, as briefly laid down under my firſt 


hHead,.are embraced, I believe by all perſuaſions,.and I ſhould think, 
they conſtiture a bottom broad enough, for all Chriſtians to ſtand 
on together —and afford a ſuthcient baſis for catholic unity. <-—— 
Surely, .thoſe, who will not unite here, muſt have ſome other end; 


the good of precious ſouls. EOOES 

O could this blefſed agreement, in the SouL of religion once be 
permitted to take place, and prevail, its happy conſequences would 
ſoon be apparent... Religion wouid gain credit and eſteem in the 
earth, and force the world to ſay, « See how theſe Chriſtians love! 
— And it would not only gam credit, but influence, when its g% 


Nnuine tendency ſhould manifeſt itſelf, and prevail in loye and cha | 


rity to all mankind. We ſhould hear of no more Jars and Conten. 


tions -among its true profeſſors, nor profcriprions of this or that | 
nt who has nothing worſe to be laid to his charge, than that 
He does not join fully to our particular party, and is nvt ſubject to 


our immediate controul. —It woutd be ſufficient for at.ynion of 
hearts, if he fears God, and orders his converſation agreeably to the 
rules of the goſpe) of God though he might not think proper to (ad: 
jeQ himſelf to every re devifed by man. 


" 
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| have ſpoke the more freely on this ſubjeA, becauſe it is well 
known, that during the long courſe of my. miniſtry, I have never 
at up as A head, or violent abettor of any party. And though I am 
; miniſter and a member of what is called the Old Church, and_ 
ach I expeCt to live and die,—yet have I ſtrenuouſly endeavored 
to cultivate love, affection, harmony and friendſhip with ali—1 
have vindicated the characters of al/, which I believed to be un- 
utly aſperſed, and as far as opportunity has ſerved, F have heard 
//—preached to all, and gladly joined with all, in their places of 
zorſhip, in every ordinance of Chriſt. But I have ſeen ſo much 
iſchief.done by bigotry and a party ſpirit, not only in that parti. 
ular. corngr. of the vineyard where I have more ſtacedly laboured: 
ut elſewhere, that I thought it incumbent on me to ſhew the im” - 
rropriety of theſe things, and point out their baneful effets —and 
bear. my teſtimony. againſt them, And. at the ſame time to lay 
lown the broad and fold bafis of chriſtian /ove and unity in the Soul 
-the vwtals andeffentials of rel:gion, and to. invite.and exhort alF 
) lay aſide all their jars, contentions, animolities and unchriftian 
enſures,ana henceforrh endeavour to cultivate a friendly correſpon*_ 
lnce with.all, —and to imbibe a ſpirit of love and charity—as une 
ounded as the-Jimits ot-the Holy Cath:lic Church. . That God of 
us infinite mercy may render what has been ſaid effectual to ſubs-. 
w7e the deſign and end intended, I beg for Chriſt's ſake, Amen. 
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The: chrisian's faith. and praQice, 
CoL ii. 6. 


As ye. hawe received CHRIST FESUS the LORD, /o wall ye in 


bim.* * 


| — 


- CHRISTIAN CHURCH had been planteil at Colofle, but 
\ by whoſe miniſtry we are not told, nor 1s it of-any great 
concern for us to know. This church, as we may learn from ſe- 
veral paſſages 1n this epiſtle, had been diſtinguiſhed for piety and 
zeal for the dotrines of the yoſpel. But, about the time St. Paul 
wrote this letter, they were in danger of being ſeduced from the 
ſimplicity of the goſpel, by the ſabtilities of ſome platonic philoſophers 
aid the infinuations and party zeal of ſeme udaizing teachers, 
Accordingly the main deſign of 'this epiſtle appears to. be, to give 
proper cautions to the Coloſſians againit ſeducers, to direct and 
excite them to a behay1our © becoming the goſpel of Chriſt, and 
ſecure them Irom being led away from the purity of the faith. 

To effect theſe purpoſes, he repreſents to them the excellency of 
the Chriſtian religion, which they had embraced, and, in terms 
ſublime and elegant diſplays the &gnity and divine glory of the 
Redeemer's perlon, in whom dwelt all the fuineſs of  wiidam and 
grace, and who, by his death, had made & complete atonement for 
fin, and opened a way for God to reconcile finners to himſelf, and 
pardon, juſtify and ſave them, on the moſt juſt and honorable terms, 


He mentions his great folicitude for them—ſpeaks with approbati 


on, of their preſent order, and Redfaſtnefs of faith, and intreats 
them, in the words of the text, to ſtand ſtedfaſt and unmoveable. 
both in faith and practice ; — As ye haye therefore received Chriit 
6 Jeſns the Lord, ſo walk ye in him.* As if he had ſaid, As ye have 
embraced the Lord Jeſus, by faith, and nave vowed a moſt faithful 
obedience to him, 1o let it be your grand care, ſtudy and concern, 
to cieave-unto him, and always walk worthy of him, 1 all 


holy contormity to him, and an unrelerved ſubjection to all 33 
laws. : | wo 


301 
Faith, is that capital grace of the goſpe!, on rhe. vital actions of. 


which, depends our intereſt in Chriſt and all the bleſſings of his. 
purchaſe. This grace, in ſcripture, is expreſſed by a variety. of 
metaphors and expreſſions 3 Such as, believing in chrilt, coming. 
to Chriſt, looking unto hum, leaning upon him, truſting in him— 
eating his fleſh and drinking his blood. But the moſt comprehen- 
five of all others, 1s the metaphor-j in my text, which is taken from 
the hand, and 1s expreſſed, by receiving, # as ye have received Chriſt. 
E Jeſus the Lord.' Which metaphor, as 1t 1s the moſt comprehen- 
five, and in a meaſure includes all the reſt, I have choſen for the. 
illuſtration of that vital act of faving faith, which iatereſts a ſoul 


in Chriſt and all the- benefits of his death and paſhon. - And the. 


latter part of the text wili furniſh me with materials for delineating. 
the holy life and. praQtice, incumbent on all, who have received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and profeſs his name—3So walk ye in him. 
The words expreis the whole charaGer of a Chriitian, which con» 
laſts in faith and practice. : I. now proceed to confkider them, as 
tiey he im order before me. 


I. As ye haye received Chrilt Jeſus the Lord 
II. So waik ye in him. 


"BRÞ- Make 2pplication- | | 


The ſubje& is truly important, and demands.your moſt lerious 
attention, which I may juitly expeCt, while, 


I. I am deferibing the chriſtian's faith, as expreſled, by receiy= 
ing Chriſt, &c. 


Chriſtians, i in the New Salle are called believers, att the 


faithfu} in Chrilt Jeſus, Faith is the life and ſoul of true religion, 


and Chriſt is the objett of taith. So here. in the text; as faith is, 
expreſſed oy receiving, ſo Chriſt 13 the object received, _ That to, 
receive Chriit - and believe in him, 1s one ann the ſame thing, 1 1s: 
obvious from the goſpel of 5t. John, 1, 12; %As many as receive. 
« ed him, to them gave he power to became Ds ſons of God, even 
* to them that beheve 1n oy name. Fe that has received Cnrut 
is a true Chriliian, a child of God, a believer, poſlefſed of that, 
faith, on which the pardon of in, the favour of God, and a title to. 
eternai glory are ſuipended, 

But here a : quelhan may ariſe, * what is implied 1n receiving. of 
* Chrift, Jeſus the Lord ?? To anſwer this queſtion is extremely., 
neceſlary, becauſe this js a matter little coi Rei -or_ underſtood. - 
na chrittian jand, I thall therefore ende.vour to open. OA mgt=, 
ter 12 the following Particulars. | 

1. It 1s very evident that no unconverted or ny Ry has, 
favingly received Ciuiit. For we are told, that as. many-as receive. 
DUDE become the {ons of God,—and are born of $29 See. John. 


A 
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1. 12, 13, And the ſame infpired penman fays, i his firſt epiſtle, 
vw 18," I Fe know that whoſoever is born of God, finneth not ; 
but he that 1s begotten of God, keepeth kimſelf, and that wicked 
one'toucheth him not.” You may receive the bible ; into your houſes 
and the name of Chriſt into your mouths ; But 1t is with the heart 
that men believe unto righteouſneſs, and ſavingly receive the Re- 
deemer. Nt every one-thet ſaith, Lord, © Lord, ſpall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Nor can any man receive Chrilh, Shile he continues in the dark- 


neſs of his natural ſtate. He muſt be enlightened to ſee the evil and, 


danger. of fin, and to have ſome acquaintance with his own fallen 
and wretched ſtate—and ſome knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, as the. 
God man Mediator, and the Lord our righteouſneſs, or he will 
never forſake fin, or come.to Chriſt and willingly receive him and. 
all help and faivation from him. « They that are whole fee 0 need 
« of the phyſician, but they thac are fick.” 
hbor and are heayy faden, will come to him, th they may obtain, 
reſt for their ſouls; 

2. Fhe man that receives. Chriſt muſt be ſo much acquainted 
with the perſon and offices of the Redeemer, 2s to afſent to.the 
truths revealed concerning him, in the goſp e!. We cannot receive. 
and reft upon him alone tor ſalvation, tili we haye.ſome knowledge 


of what he is,—what he. hath done, and will do for us ;—what the. 


ſalvation is, which he offers, as well; as our need of it, and alſo. 
what ground we have to truſt in him for. it. Theſe things mult be. 
known, and afſented to-; and our aſſent to them is founded ons 
Thus jaith the Lord. We muſt be acquain+ed with the nature, per- 
fon, offices, death and ſatisfaction of Chriſt, before we can afſent 
to them nl without a. ftrm, and ſteady afſent to them, all our 
religious endeavours will be yery weak, unſteady and ineſtectual, as. 
being directed by no fixed, object. 

That this knowledge and font i is of great importance, in the 
due and faving reception of Chriſt, may be deduced, not only from. 


the nature and reaſonableneſs of the thing, but from the violent aſ- 


ſaults of Satan againſt ſuch an afſert, Nothing is more common, 
than for men and women, when they get under ſoul concern,' to 
find themſelves peſtered with many atheiſtical and unbelieving tho'ts 
' reſpecting God, and Chriſt, and the truth of the. ſcriptures, in or. 
der to hinder their aſſent, and defeat the ſalutary eff2cts, which a- 
riſe from a firm and tteady. aſſeat to goſpel truths, It Satan, could 
deſtroy this aſſent, all further efforts in religion would ceaſe, be- 
cauſe it 1s that knowledge and aflent, I haye mentioned, which 
awaken, and keep the ſoul ative, and in motion towards Chrilt. 


None but thoſe, that 


And as long as this aCtivity and motion continue, the ſoul does ace 
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 tually aflent, though he may be ſo infeſted by the enemy, as to fear 
that he does not. And for the encouragement of ſuch, who are 
thus aſſaulted and perplexed, 1 can aflure them, that their caſe: is 
far from being ſingular, and that, in due ſeaſon, they ſhall reap, if 
they faint not. The ſame afflitions have been accompliſhed in 
thouſands of their brethren, that are in this world. But the God 
of all grace, —after they had ſuffered a while, ſent them deliverance, 
and eſtabbſhed, itrengthened, and fettled them, The ſame will 
he do for you. 

8. In receiving Cþri/, there is not only an aſſent, but a heart 
approbation'of hi, in his perſon, offices, and the. way of Salvation 
propoſed through þ». The convitted and enlightened finner ve- 
Holds, an Jefus Chriſt, the Lord, a ſuitable remedy provided for all 
bis necefities ; and he approves of it, from his very Youl, He ap- 
proves of Chriſt, as the Mediator between 'God and men, —as he is, 
the [propitistien for in, —and becauſe he is ſtrong and mighty to 
{ave td the vitermoit—and becaute he is meek and lowly in heart, 

and will not Qiſdain to look, with eyes of pity and-compaſhon, on 

"the poor Gitny &ggar, who lies at his feet, ſenkbie of his guilt, 
{On and h=!pletſneſs. In Chriſt he diſcovers-all he wants— 
Wiſdom to guide the bhnd and ignorznt—Righteouſneſs to Juſtify 
the ungodly—Sanctification to'cleanſe and: purify the filthy - and 
polluted, Redetnption from all fin and 'its conſequences, and in 
finite merit to-entitle hzm tb heavea and all its unwitherag joys. 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord therefore meets his full and moſt cordial ap= 
probation. He 1s, 'in bis+eyes, the: chiefeſt among ten thouſand, 
and altogether lovely, EF, = 

4, The reception of "Chriſt implies moreover the choice and cone 
ſint 6f the'gvitl. Indeed this naturally follows approbation. © For 
 Whwtthe migd approves, as good,*exceilent andmeceliary, natural- 
1y gains the choice and conſent of the will. Approbation, arifing from 

a diſcovery of the ſuitableneſs, excellency and neceſſity of Chriſt, 
opens the heart, and puts the whole ſoul on ſtretch to recerve, and4l 
embrace hum 3 and its language ts, '« None bet Chriſt, none bur. 
Chriſt for me. ? —Theſe are the ſteps, by which a man is brofght 

to receive the Saviour. Being firſt awakened by the cerrors of che 

law, and well laſhed in the ſchool of Vioſes, the finner is conſtrain. 

e to'cry for tnercy, and look about for prote&tion, No door of 
lope appears, whereby the curſe of the law and the ſtrokes of in. 
Nnted iuftice can bt avoided; but one ; and that door is Chrift. «1 

* am the door, ſays he, by me if any man enter, he ſhall be ſaved. 
tle aſlwts to this truth, approves of the refuge, and is willing to. 
wal himſelf of it. And this he is drawn to the Redeemer, as by 
' the cords of a man in thebanis of love ,' He is prevailed upor- 


"$94. 


by rational motives, till the © \- IX al conſenit of the will' is paint, 
ed, and he freely and cheerfully receives Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ag 
he is offered in the goſpel. And this leads me, 'in the, 
| Sth. And laſt place, ta ſhow how he is offered in the foe, 
or upon what terms we mult receive him. We do but delude 
ourlc lives, if we think to receive Chriſt, or, that we have receive 
him, while we refuſe to conſent to and comply with the terms, 
on which he and all his benehtts are offered. © The terms are. brief- 
ly theſe, 

1. Chriſt, with, all his benefits, 1s offered, in the goſpel, on con- 
dition, thac we come to him, and receive him entirely and undi- 
videdly, in all his offices, charaQters and titles, that is, Chriſt, Je. 
fus, the Lord, and reſt upon him alone for ſalvation. Theſe Three, 
Chri/t, Feſur, Lord, comprehend a!! his ſaving ofhces, titles and 
characters. As Chriſt, ke is anointed of the Father tO be the prieſt 
and prophet of his people.” | As a prieſt, he offered ip himſelf. to 
make an atonement for ſin—ceconciliation thr iniquity, and. to 
bring 1 1 an everlaſting righteouſneſs ; and as a proph2t he enligh- 
tens and inſtructs: the blind and ignorant. As] Sh that is, God 
the ſzviour, {as the name imports) he faves his people from their 
fns,—from the love, power and practice of fin, cleanſes them trom 
their innate pollution, and raiſes them to a life 'of holineſs here, 
and complete perfeCtion and happineſs hereafter. Thus'are they 
ficted'For the tervice and enjoyment of God in this world and the 

- world to come, As Lord, he. is king . in *©Zon, the leader and 
1 commander of his people, the government is on his ſhoulders, and 
 he'elaimg:univerſal homage and [obedience from all his ſubjects. 
He goes before them, and leads them on to bartle againſt the ene. | 
mies of their fouls, and enables then n to tread lan, vatan and the 
'workl under their fect. | 
\Inall theſe tities and offices is he offs SW _ in all theſe 
on jointly, . muſt 'he be received, or not at all. Some would 
willingly receiye' hum as a pt eſt, to ſave them from the pun. 
avon of ſin; and they may be willing to receive a little 
inſtruction from him, as a prophet or teacher—But . to be de- 

' reaved of their darling luſts and fnful P! leaſures, and to conform | 
to the liws of his government in all hoy 0! oedience, is what they 
have no miud fo, and therefore they-wr' i not receive” Chrift conjount- 
ly, as he'is oftered ; and {olive and die 1n fin, and periſh for ever. 
For thoſe ho will not, that he ſhould reign over them, will be 
brought forth, at the laſt day, and receive their ſentente 49 ever 
lafting puniſhment. Chit will never fave that ſoul, who makes 


an exception to any ne of his offices, The terms are, at 9 
Bone. 
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But the trus believer gladly uecepts the term, nor can ho ſhgre 
one-of his ſaving offices, . A. ſenſe of;his guilt "and eynraemy 
renders: tmilovely and, acceptable, ; 45 Agpricff Ks, a ſenſe; &Y 

nef3 and ignorance renders 21m, precious, as a prophet, a 

6dious pollutian of fn, ang. the necefhity of being regearg 


? 


fed, to make him happy, an@ fic him*! r the {eryic & 3nd enjoys 
ment of. Gol, makes him, gladly receive him. as a Fefus. td cleanſe 


him fronv-all filthineſs, of the fleſh apd ſpirit, that bye may, perted| 
holineſs in the fear-of Gad, a lenſe gf ſtrong Juſts and ternpt tons, 
nd _ many eneanies; $00,mgaty, tor him, renders the, tingly:ofice of 
Chriſt, acceptable to him, to reign over ham, Jead! and. conduct hing 
in all the ſtages of his perilous wartare, and, to Tuhdue all bis ene. 
ates 1n/him and for- him. He therefore lifts. under his banger, and 
ſubmits 'hamſelf to all. the laws and regulations of his govern ment 
Thus doeg& he receive;Qhrift Jeſus: the. Lord Lonaintly,. and zely 
won him- that he:may;be juſtrfied,- and led uo allcruth + Tancti. 
ted 'and:made holy, and; being delivered from the hands of -his 
memes, he may ſerve the Lord, and follow the Lamb, iholineſs 
nobedience, alk the days of his life. | Bd. CI eg 


. 


'2., Ehrilt. is notionly offered cqnjointly, dut.exduſively, "'He.is 
the fole-purchaſer! aud procurey of every. race and. bleſing, and. 
wil admit no creattreto come-in;for.the leaſt ſhare: of. the merit. 

He therefore that:receives-Ghriſt mult renounce, all. dependence. on 


isown. righteouſneſs, and the-werit, of arzy-thing be.can eithar. do 
or tuffer,;rand make! mention of. bis righteouſneſs only, 130. died, 
that we might live, - and by. who/e obedience, many are made rightes 
ous, Wearerequired, by the' terms ot the gaipel, i9 count, ait 
things but loſs for Chriſt , and inſtead of going about tg eitabliſh- 
Ur own righteouſnels, we mult ſubmit-ourſelves. wholly..toahe. 
1ght2ouſneſs or G&9&.'defhring to.be found. in Chriſt, ,ngt havitng . 
our own-righteouſneſs,, which 4s of the law, but:that-which is by. 
the faith'of' Chriſty the righteouſneſs .20hioh\390f God by Hitth.,. To 
&end' partly:on! Chriſt, and partly on ourſelves,.'is quite, foreign . 
bothe:termsof rhe goſpel of grace.  «. If ſightequſneſs-coreby:the 
law,/Corift 8 dead! it, vain.”.By-grace arz ye ſaved, i4ys;Lhe Apoſ.- 
tle; and i} it beof gracegat is: no; mite of works. - The: righ twauſneſs of 
Criſt 1s theifole, exclufivei meritorious eanſeof our zuitif cation x he 
Toughtitout; by: his owa obedience and &eath;of the. people there 
Y238'n0ne.to'Hely, and therefore, he will -haye. ail the glory, all the 
Male—and' tis honor.wilt he: not give to, or. fivide with. . another, 
Laltly, the-terms of the. goſpel,,op: which Chriſt'ia to be receiv. 
, are without money and without, prine.,. [This is agregable- 10: 
* golpel inyitations recorded in the 55th Ch, .2/aieh, at theibegin- . T 
wg. Ho every one that "MI come: ye ro. the .waters,. and 
| q 
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* the way,of th comrmandinents with alkerity and delight. O Tat all 
, my af Ter ns ol placed on things above, atid fly warmelt thouplits 
© and,t nol hab deſires centre 1n tliee : Jet my tongue be tuned for 
* thy praiſe, aud-to-toll of all thy wondrous works ,—Let my hands 
* bg,ernplgyed in thy ſervice, and ftretched out 1n doing y0od : "And 
© Jet; miy.feet tread the courts of thy houſe,and walk wall the duties 
6 of: religion, in all the ſtatutes and ordinances of the Lord blame. 
© 1s{s..I am bought, with the price of a Redeemer s biood, and it 1g 
« my b bunden, duty to zloriſy him wit h my body ad with my ſpirit, 
5. which are his, both by creation and redemption. My boy and 
« ſoul are. thine, with all their various powers and faculties, which [ 
« ther efore, preſent unto thee, O Jeſus, ns my reaſonable ſervice, 
©'Taki> them, and faſhion, and ufe them, according to thy good plea- 
©ſure yas inſtruments of righteouſnels, ant! to ſubſerve the purpoſes 
© of t hy honour and glory and the good of mankind.” © "Thus doth 
the belicver receive Clrilt Jeſus as his Lord,' and {o walks in him. 

4. You have heard the terms on which Cliriſt is offered and re- 
ceived, and according to thele does the believer walk. 'He denieg 
hamſc ys takes up the croſs, and follows the Lamb wheretoever he 
leade th | whether through evil report or good report. As he res 
ceived him, :at firſt undividedly, ſo he excepts to none of his com. 
man (is as hard and unreaſouab'e. As he received him excluſively, 
ſo. d ves he continue to watch apain(t all ſe}f-righteoitſneſs, and of 
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dp. nnllency: making him the. Alpha' and 'Qmega, his witdom,Wi 
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teouſneſs, ſanAikcation and redemption. 
AF ECE1C UT PUENTS 


--1. From what has been ſaid, 'w& may learn what the effejice of 
a,true and ſaving faith conliſts in 3, namely to | ecezve Chrift Feſus 
$r Lord. This" is that. aCt of faith, whereby we cloſe with the 
S.1iviour, .and are intereſted in all the benefits of his death and paſ- 
fipu, If this be ſo, then it follows, by neceſſary conſequence, that 
thoſe, who live impenitently in fin, and reje& Chriſt by unbelief, 
or, deny him in praCtice, are in a moſt 'deplorable and dangerous 
Rate, They cut themſelves off from the bleffings of redemption, 
and 1f they die in that ſtate, mult be miſerable to all eternity. 
\,, Chriſt has indeed procured and purchaſed falvation for ſinners, 
by /what he did and ſuffered in his life and death; yet, if 'we do not 
ſavingly receive him, as he is offered in the'goſpel, and by faith fo 
zely on him as to, be united. to him, and thereby partake of his 
merit and Spitit. we {hall 'be none the better for him, but'muſt die | 

What Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for 'men'vill be 


. 
: 
: 


n,our fins. What Chriſt hath done and ſuffer, wil 
« ſo far from availing the riegleCters of his ſalvation, that'it Will only 


$03 
increaſe their condemnatiert, and rindch their futurs ban more 
intolerable,” * 17d ies! wif; and 
2. If to'receive Chriſt, as has been defuribad; bis the true ind 
ſaving 4 of faith, (hen, alas} how: few ſound believers arg to be 
found among us ? 1) 
411 the 'feception that moſt men give iJefin Chriſt, 1 with to 
confeſs 'the truth of 'the ſcriptures, and-that he is the: ſaviour of 
men : but'this the dovils do. - Many, ured, will go'to church, and 
go through a tew"Bunday formalities: But before: any man Ccan,'-or 
will receive Chr F-ſur the Lord, cordially and favingly, his eyes 
muſt be opened t&tee his need of im, and\his heart muſt. be emp+ 
tied of pride and ſelf, itt 'order-to-muke him room,. | By nature men 
ate ſo blind; that they (56 'no'need-of/fuch)a Siviour as Teſts is, and 
their heifrts ate To full of Prins and ſelfrrighteouſnels} that there bs 
1o room for him in the thn. "Dhey thereforevrejett bis:dominion- as 
a Lord, arid" will nee Cabmiit: to 'be-ſaved. by -h1s'atoning_ blood and 
perfect riphte eouſhels," 'And'though his, yoke-is ealv, -and/hip; bur. 
den Iizht, their Af necks-will not ſubmit to *he yake ) nor wall they 
take up the burden-of the. crdſs, and bear icratter him. "And with. 
out this, they "cantiot be his diſciples, becauſe theſe: are the. terms 
of diſcipleſhip, "the terms on: which he muſt be. received AS Our "Oh- 
yviour and Lord, 1. hoo a7 es 1g 10G, 
 \ $3. Though the number of true! veliexers-and genuine receivers 
Pep Chriſt T5 but ſmall, yer-L'am. perſuaded, it 15 greater than ſome 
"_ fould tmake 1t. | Home will account:none to be true chriſtians and 
ſound believers, but ſuch'a$-cante « theitime-and place of their con. 
verſion or the rfme'twhen, and the plate: wuhert they-ſavingly received 
Chriſt, *and are pefſeſſba of what (they call full .ofurance. , But, 
though! I firmly believe many. have' the knowledge of the /or mergand | 
are poſſeſſed of the /atter, yet, I cannot, -by atvy means, --ſubſcuþe 
to this opinion Afſuraniceis moſt-devoutly to be, wiſhed and the 
ittainment of it is the earneſt prayer/and.conftant endeayour;ofieyery 
true convert. 'Dhe comfort of the believer is much' oats by 
allurance ; "yet, I believe, there are many pious ſouls, ha5py ri the 
favor of God who dare not ſy, at alluimes at leaſt, theyre: af- 
ſured of their intereſt! in Chriſt, 'or- that they are: undoubtedly, in a 
ſtate of ſalvation. Faith may be placed eithet/too highs,or-too low 3 
and in either caſe it tends to:dohurta” Someeplaceiibis ix a mere 
aſent to the tryiths of the goſpel"; 'but-this is muth tog+low, apt 
tends to ruin the ſoul for ever, ,Soms'place it inſurance; dutthis 
3 ag much tbo high, and tends'to deprive, mady; fancere-ohijſtigps 
of the'comfort'of that faith 'which' they: do. poſſeſs, But, the tryth 
ls at all; who have reteived/Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and are walk- 
ing bilmbly 1 in bim,- are” 19'a fate of-{alvatian, though they. may 
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notche/ſully:aſured; that! they have received him, but, onthe other 
hand, have many doubts and fears concerning the matter, >__ 
*;F am far from wiſhing any man to reſt without aflurance z and, 
mdeedz: he that can reſt ſatisfied without it, gives great realoa to 
ſuſpeCt the truth of his faith, But on the other hand, I would wiſh 
to be-a ſan-of confolation'to thoſe timorous, -pious ſouls, who are. 
mourning and diſcouraged, becauſe they are-perplexed with doubtg 
and can't ſpeak with that confidence, as they often hear others 
ſpexk. Every true believer; however-weak his fatth may. be, is in 
pofie ion of that, which is the: foundation of affurance and, toid, 
peace; and yet;. for ſeveral reaſons, he. may hive without many 
comforts, to which his faith gives him a title. Hts faith 1s {oO weak 


and feeble that he holds Chriſt with a.trembling hand. Or his know. 


ledge is weak. or his experience. confuſed, fo, that he cannot draw 


certain concluſion, concerning his ſtate. And yet ſuch an one 1s not 


deſtitute of his'degrees of peace and happineſs, which are. ſometimes 


more, and ſometimes; leſs z and he affords.ample evidence tg others. 


that he is'a child: of God, ; by the uprightneſs of his walk, and a 
converſation becoming the goſpel of Qhrilt. | Others cannot, draw 
concluſion that ſuch a tender, humble, conſcientious 1man or wommarr 
has certaialy received Chrift Jeſus (the Lord; and be or /e might 
ſafely do the ſame; but 1s deterred, from a conlideration of the. 
-werght and';:mportance. of the matter depending, and. the id con- 


Fequences of i deception'in a cafe, on/which depend etgrnal J9ys2 
- or eternal pains. ' Where concerus of fuch vait moment are to. be: 


decided, freat 'caution is necc > ry-3 and even when evidences are 
-1n our favor; werare till apt to ſuſpect the truth and certainty of 


'them, and think weinever can be ſure enough. The magnitude et 
_ © the cauſe often:prevenrs, or delays thedeciſion.;; This 1s olten the 
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''. Another thing ihat hincers many pious ſouls from a certain con- 


© clufion'in' this aifair, is the ſenſe: they have. of the deceirfulnels of | 
© their-own hearts. - Aud hence it is that-ſome, if aſked, * have you 
"© fauh-?—have you received Chriſt ? Can only ſy, if my heart does 
trot deceive me, I have received him.' But knowing many have 
* deceived themſelves in- this matter, and that they are hable to, the 
« fame deception; they fear a-poktive aſſertion 11, the cale. Upon 
*the whole\iThave always thought, and fill think, that it i5 much 
"ſafer to emr'by(fears-and jealgufies, than by preſumprion_ and 100 
"much confidence: Ha manftears, where no ſear is, he anly, loſes 
*\ſome'prefent comforts, but to preſume without a proper, g799% 
"which is/often the caſe, wilbextend'vs fatal conſequences to-etern® 
-/2g2s.- And whatever ſome may think or boldly: aſſert, my 0p19197 
738, that thoſe fears and jealouſe3'generally fall;into; the comm" 
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lot-ot the moſt ſtrict, holy, and conſcientious, chriſtians,.tI don't. - 
fay of all)--and this I have learned by frequent.converie with. pious 
obriftians, during, the /whole courſe, of my miniſtry, for better than 
five and twenty, years;- And thoſe very; perſons, who, at ſome times, 
have expreſled them(ieives with. great confidence, and haye intima- 
ted that there could be; no real .zeligion without. aſſurance, haye, at 
her times, ſhewn chat they were not: exempted from the common 
lots... Theretore 1 conclude: .that the number of 'real'chriſtianis, 
though comparatively few, is {till greater . than ſome ſuppoſe. , If 
Terr, it 68 an error founded in charity, and. is not, without Uts con 
Goor2 effects on my own mind, | MAALTTTESA UAE VASAT GY 


. 
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4,. From. what: has been ſaid, we may.iearn that the leaſt mga- 
ſure or degree of {aving faith is a matter-ot. the,greateſt joy "and 
| thankfulneſs,. becauſe. the ſmalleſt mesſure of it_ receives Chriſt, 
and, with him, the pardon of fin, the favorof God, and a title to 
everlaſting:lite and happineſs. © All that heligve, fays the 2polfle, 
$ are juſtified from all things,” The ſmalleſt' meaſure of (aying 
taith unites the ſoul to Chriſt, and makes the man N riatet Sf 
the ,mexits)of his death , and paſkons ; fo that_he has paſſed from 
death; unto, life, and - is no. Jonger, under condemnation, . Hzving' 
received Chriſt, he has the privilege of being called a child of God! 
—and is ranked among the ſons and, daughters of the Lord Almigh»' 
is... .&s mMAny; as,receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, be they ſtrong, or. 
be they, weaks. be they rich, or be they Poor, they are ' all inveſted. 
with that glorious privilege, which could. not be purchaſed by* 
thouſands of gcld and filyer.. "Dis not then to. be wonderedaty/ 
that faith thould be the princip al ſ\ubject of the goſpel, and the Aint: 
taing, which miniſters are to, preſs on iheir hearers. If 1s the ſpring” 
bi all ſpiritgal peace-and joy, and the ſole inftrument of our julti-* 
fication jv the. fight of God. Tr unites the believer to Chriit;and! 
apprehends, and applies his righteoutineſs to us, and is therefore ths 
foutce of conſolation to all who are iraly convinced of their necel.) 


lities. | 0 I O33 F8 

2. As true taith conſiſts in a ge reception of Chriſt Teſus thÞ: 
Lord, I would beſeech you to examine yourſelves, whether you have 
_ any good grounds to conclude, that you ' have ſavingly received: 
| him, - To decide. this important point, it will be neceſſary to in» 
qure_into ſome. things, which go before, ſotae things, which ac. 
 Ompany — and fome things which follow after the ſaving reception 
of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; 'or that a&t of faith, by which we"ſa-' 


Ungly receive him. 2 16 *Bten 

Now the things which zo before, ars, HET #3123 7 6 
1. The enlightening of the anderftanding which ts naturally 
Urk and blind. To open the eyes, aud to turn from darknels 2 © -- 
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Nah 3 the firſt ſaying effeF cf the goſpel, and abſolutely. necef; 
fry, in order to'a dhereteption'of Chriſt. ' *Till the underſtanding' 
156 enlightened; that” we Tee our guilt"and" danger, and miſerable 
ON pnnme WE grg the tidtags of a Saviour will be eoldly: 
TgceLv &, 400 veil contimue'to make liglit -of Chrilt, who 8 the: 
only Redvvinet of a "oft Tout” Lhe" generality acknowledge'they! 
are hnners, and thatfin'Tsa"dingereus aftd deſtructive evib''; Arid 
et they cartlefsly perffft in the commiſſion of fin, as if iti was ato! 
tended with'15 danger at all. "Buti4f yout anderſtmndirip bas beet 
favingly Muminated you! have 'feen your guilt ind dancer, Ma. 
very diflerent manner, to what yow had tyer done before fo thay 
” 3 could, not dare to go' on in the praitce of *frv any 16ngr. 
Have you been thus enlightened, or have!Fbt not”? Tfiyou' have; 
then, you have ſeen your fin, guilt ard datiger, as different from al. 
your former apprehetifiors of them; as the difference ts Þetwebn 
the picture ons OE beaſt, drawn, on thtivaſs, ard the'ſime beaſt 
qigating you, Wie art roaring for hisprty, 
2.0 favidi illuminitton muit*be'added; as'a' conſequetice; con, 
vieuon.pr tepentatice. ” This always goes before ſaving faith,” Re- 
ene and believe, is the'order of the goſpel, © Befbre a mani will be 
caguced, to receive Chnſt,, aghe 1s offered Mm the goſpel, there muſt: 
be conviction, or an application'of that light, which Go@ makes to 
ſhine 1n, our minds, *to our owt particulat cafe; "which" appteation 
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is made, bY conſcierite; By this the heart is wounded and' pierced 
EN txviction and Torrow for fin. And though conviction and” 
SR. #4 #8 ad £L3\P RG 7 © ©}; * TELLS SE 4 ] Þ: VZZ2& 5 : ” $ 4 % IG 444 % 
ſorrows be Be $26 [ame tn ally yer fuctt's degrer of ther gFEty mak 
muſt, haye, ,28 10 ake him reftlefs and uneaſy*in his preſerit Nate, 
"« Ks 4 x + \22 v, *. 4 *y "> 3 T . = M bi LE, 34 1 Wha : FS SM Hds 1s - G 4% 4 Ax ; 26-4 
and diſpoſe: huy. to 1eek .importunately, arid 7ccept heartily, that” 


daliyerance;the goſpel proyides through Jelus Chriltſ = Hayeyou” 
LAY __ ; Ss. 4 b, +; bp - Ws. $1 + FP, » -_ Y Wy bi ket on wh p 
eyer.been thus;convicted ?. haye you ever [0 repeftited, xs to fors? 


yourſelves ts the diligent ufe'of 


ay 


= nm -—_— - 
o_ 


w 


FA Sons, of tn $34.7 Fa 3 F538 Th! 
ſe-2l.fio, wm practice, and apply yourtelves ts the diligent uſe of 
all the zppointe means to'obtain the favour of Sotand the falyi- 
tidN2 of /your-fouls,? T7 BT. $3  YOR £27 1 "RT « « ws 4. o% BIS ITY OR. 2 | — 

8. Another. thing going before faith," is" deep Ne of our 
p ja $ .3 C TONS IAINS > LODI IEP zHY%+;5! ty 1% \ HEMT, 93% 227414 
belplefſnetfs, as well as of our out, danger and condemnation z 
. | FT 32% FO; 47 20 05K» 5. IE YT ER OS TIE TT Fits, $2 
and that there is no way to eſcape the curſe of, ihe Jaw%and dat. 
nation ;of hell, but by Jeſus Chriſt, alone. "Tt is much enfier to 
: & | "A iawts 07 SDN CR TE IS IELERETIN Ws i437 "Wat | if; Og il: 
convince men of their. guilt 2nd danger, than of their weakneſs/and 
helpleGneſs., ., This is too marntying and degrading for the native 
pride of man to yield to, People are apt to"think, that' thongh 
their ſtate is bad, yet, by repentance and reformation, and by domg 
this, that, or the other. good thing, they ſhall come, off very, well 
- Bur before they will cloſe, with Chrilt, and tak2 him as thelr all, 
they muſt ſee, and be deeply conſcious, that "they 'are with ut 
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ay S153. 
ſtrength, and that all their own righteouſneſs will avail them, no-. 
thing, 1 point of juftification, and "that ,all their dutigs—all_that 
| they can do, or ſuffer will make no atonement for the leaſt in, or 
zecommend them to the, fayour. of God ;., and that they muſt re- 

MAMRATET 2H ETON TOI ITS ITT: 23h Ak STD AG OAR RY 7 
nounce all dependence on themſelves andthe works of their own 
| 4 oh 14% ai Pk T2 HRT +315 8-4 We 7 $432 (16 J of} i" 4 
hands,” counting all t ings but droſs and dung, in compariion. ot: 
Chritt, defiring to be found in-him, not having their own. righte- 
| » os” pi a 33S ITE fs. Lo TLOSIFTSY ” RY Fe = # 
oaſnels, which 1s, of the lay, but the righteo uſneſs, which 1s, by the 
faith of Jeſus Chriſt,, the righteouſneſs,” which is of God, by faith. 
KEEL 3 ci I LV LS GP UREA DA ECININOGE 3? ST: FP T5 ty 

And now, examine, —Haye you been brought to this?” 


4, Before Chriſt is recoived by faith, there mult be earneſt prayers 


znd ſtrong cries to God for mercy and grace to/eaable us to receive. 
and reſt upon Chriſt for fatvation. ''This'is a natural conſequence” 
of the three foregoing particulars. ' For, when the enlightened ſqul' 
fees his danger, his guilt and condemmnation—and that there 1s no 
way of eſcape, but by Chriſt, through fath—and: that' ſuch is his” 
inability that he cannot come to Chriſt except the Father draw him, 
and work in him the work of faith with power—and thay without 
faith he muſt forever die. O how will ſuch an one poor out his, 
ſoul n_prayer and ſupplication, night and day, for that precious 
pitt! "The language of his panting Heatt will be «© Lord, fave or [ 
« periſh—Lord, help my unbelief ——O Lord, Five me faith, 'or F 
© cie,”—Nor will he reſt, . till his requeſt is granted. ' Theſe are the 
things, that go before faith, and prepare the heart to receive Chriſt: 
(cus the Lord. I hope you will 6xamine yourſelves by them, that 
fou may. decide, whether you have favingly received Chriſt, or not. 
| rauſe——that you, may have time to examine into this weighty. 
.2. Taking it for granted, that: you have impartially examined 
jourſelves,. by 'what has been already laid down-——--1 proceed to 
ſpeak of ſome things which accompany the ſwing aCt of faith. 
Here I ſhall only fay, that the-man, being in a very * ſerious, 
lolemn, humble and ſelf. abaling;” frame of mind, ariſing from the 
Ulcoveries mentioned before, is longing for deliverance, and earneſt 
"n the uſe of all the means of grace. He'gets a view of the fulneſs 
ind freeneſs of the grace of God in Chriſt—and, it may be, while 
we is imploring help from God—he finds the bars of unbelief give 
Yay—and he is enabled to rely on the promiſes of the goſpe!, and _ 
0 calt hinaſelf, with all his load of guilt, on the fulneſs and all- 
uficiency of the Redeemer—he ventures his ſoul on him alone, 
mn takes him as the Lord his righteouſneſs and ftrenzgth—his Sove- 
'tgn, his help, his portion, and the rock of his ſalvation, His 
nguage may be to this effet— aa 
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I give up every plea belide, - 
Lord, 1am damn'd, but Criſt has died... DW as 

In conſequence of this aft, according to the ſtrength or weakneſs ' 
of his faith, his comfors and his joys are more.or leſs ſtrong and' 
ſenfivle, His burden is removed —and being juſtified by faith he 
has peace with God, through Jeſus. Chrift our Lord. , . 

3. The conſequence of faith will be, that, * As the believer hath 
received Chriſt Teas the Lord, fo Will he walk in him.” 

He walks in love ; for true faith always purifies the heart 'and 
works by love. He loves God and: bis people—his laws and his 
ordinances,,. Yea, his love extends 4 to the whole haman race z ſo 
that-his with is to do good to-Aall men, not excepting bis' enemies 
and perſecutors, Tn a word he walks in obedience to all the com- 
mande of Chriſt as. his Lord, and endeayours to conform to the di- 
vine will jn all things--But having ſaid ſomething of the chriſtian 
walk. before—T ſhall not enlarges here, ._ 

It you have duly examined yourſelves by what has been delivered 
for that purpoſe—two ſorts of perſons will probably appear in this 
congrepation. {To wit), Such as have, and ſuch as have not received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 

'To the former I have only to ſay, So walk in Chriſt, as ye have re. 
ceived. and turn not aſide from ollowing tim, and in a little while 
you will walk with him white, and appear with him in glory, with 
crowns on your heads, and palmms of viQtory in, Your hands, and 
you ſhall reign with him for ever and ever: _ | 

But ſuch of you who are conſcious to yourſelves, that you are 
frangers to the right and ſaying reception of Chrift, and are ſtill 
in fin and, in the road to hell, Stop, and conſider your caſe, and 
where you are going, where you will take up your everlaſting abode 
if you do.not repent and return to God now, and make your peace 

with him, by receiving Chrift Feſus the Lord, and maintain that Heoek; 
by conflantly walking im him. | | 

Now to God the Father, Gad the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed all Might, all Majeſty, all Praite, Worſhip and Adara- 
tion throughout the ages of AY; Amen. 
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TN wy y aft Rifcoltle Fibiri this: huthity F endeavoured to'explaitt 
the Pats of a faving /aith from that moſt comprehenhive metas 
phor,. taken fromthe Fol, {and expreſſed by receiving.” As. ye hav? re< 
cived Chrit- Fofus the Fart; 8c, Bit a5faith is ſuch' adiftinguiſh- 
ed and capital fubjeCt- of” the” goſpe?; and' the ſacreq-ſeriptates 
abound: Wi fo-. many metaphbrs tak from avariety. of material 
objeCts,, and more' ef pectally'f front' the Members and'aGions' of the 
body, i: order to\tfake'it-plain to-everyigenius/and capacity, I ſhall 
it-this.. time, tirfue: the fame ſubje#t, and endeavour to explain/and 
illuſtrate the* p ture of ſaving vs by x metaphor taken from the 
let, wherein faith'i is. e: preſſed: by coming), "Hi that conteth- -unto- 
T meg, &e.” _ may' Gd enable e'me ſo.t6 ſpeak, and. you: 10 hear, 

that you. may. b rofted, for Chriſt's fake; Amen; 

It is, with pleaſure T repeat the gla& tidings, you. have ofteyy heard 
from this o13es, "Yhat Jeſus: "Chrif the- eternal Son' of God, long 
before we' Hap an exiſtence; mae his appearance-in our: warld Un» 
der. the-charaCter'df an. Almighty Redeemer and all-ſufficient $a. 
vour,.. that, by. the-perfe& obedience#of* his life,. he fulfilled/and 

atisfied the. aoraght of 'the*holy-law' of. works; which. man had 
yoken.. an appzaſed fern Juſtice by his death on-the croſs; that 

be ſuffered the Juſt for the unjaſt-to-bring us'finners' back:to.God, 
that God was. my. Chriſt: reconciling-the-world: unto, himfelf;. and 
that, in: conſequence of what-the- Rediemes: has done.and:/uffered, 
dur offended Sovereign © is*. willing: to, receive-all repenting and 
returning rebels into his love and ſavour;"and may now be juſt 
and the juitifier of every true believer in Jeſus Chriſt, pardon 
bis fins and reſtore” his title to eternal [life and happineſs. mot 
temember, it is not enough that redemption. is purchaſed, 
| dyit be applied, or we ſhall never partake of its a gg 
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—As the ſound of the trumpet, in the year of jubilee, 
<&d not aCtually put every Hebrew ſervant into a ſtate of liberty, 
but only fach as; were willing to take'theſbenefit of' the proclama. 
tion, ſo the joyful ſound of goſye} grace, and the g'ad tidings of 
Nie and falvation through Jeſus, Chriſt, and liberty from the 

bordage of fin and. tyranny of ſatan, do not inſure the aQual 
dalyation of any, but of ſuch only as hear'and obey the calls and 
invitations of tlie poſpel}i and 7 per (6rnally "&bn/eit tonhe 'trerrhs, on 
witch the bleflings, purchaſed: by; the Redeemer's blood and righs 

teuſneſs, are offered. 

To gain this conſent, and toinduce,mankind to come and embrace 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a complete Saviour and Redeemer, and 
accept the, bletlings of redemption on the, gracious tegms,,on which 
they ate offered, is the defign of the goſpel AN. and all the 
Meaws.ofprace,, which have been eſtabliſhed, and. cantinyed in the 
chriſtian church. .,.And though it may. bereaſonably ſuppaſed, Fe, 
ofthe, Hebrews refuled to embrace, the; proclamation, of liberty, '3t 
the! year-of, 4 Jubilee, or. ſaid $Lovemy maſter, &c+. I will, not g6 
tree 3; yet, alas, too many hear the.glad tidings of the, gol el, with 
coldneſs and incifferency, and; refuſe;to take that. « life, They a ly 
falyation,”,,proqured by Jeſus Chrift,: on; the terms they are {Foy 
Forthis cauſe the, ambaiſadors, of. Chriſt are. obliged. ro. warn and 
intreat,—pray and.beſcech finners, \in.Chriſt's ſtead to be reconcil- 
ed t0:God,.and:to' make, uſe, of every, motive and,conſideration in 
their power to/alaxtn thein, fears——melt;their hearts —engage. their 
affeftions,: and-gain their conſent to.come to. the Saviour and take, 
or accept the bleſhngs of! his. death; and paſhgn, —To. effect this 
falutary-purpoſe; we-are.iometimes obliged tothunder out the curſes 
of the, broken law- denounced againft Ginners., and gompel them. to 
come in,and:;confent. to.the terms of the goſpel, by all. the terrors 
of (@ter1ial/) danination;:..,and, 2t other. times, we make uſe. of the 
moſtieacourzging motives; and-aVuring arguments. that can. be ſug- 
geffed fromthe merey.of God, jand the; willingneſs of the Saviour 
to-keceive all returning;ſipners, who. will lay down the weapgns of 
their'rebeHlion-+-entertain the:Redeemer with ſuitable affeCtions and 
diſpoſitions, and-conſent to be ſaved. by.grace:through faith. , And 
what\greater.encquragement .can, be.. ſuggeſted to a fallen guilty 
race, +to come; to; Jeſus Chriſt for life and ſalvation, than that ##- 
definite promiſe. and gracious aflurance given by our Lord in the text? 
<;Him'that.cometh unto :me,, I will.in, no wiſe calt out,” _-- 4... 

In the words two things areimplied/and afſerted. _ NN 
_ 2* 1.7 Thateeternal -Jiſe;and. happineſs may be had from Chriſty, Þ) 
" eyery-foul, on condition ob-his- coming to,him for them. > 
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9; Tivit Jefa& Chriſt will not'caſtior rej6@t (any of: the" fors's| 
men; H6Wweveripoor or tieedy,” of how many Tobveritheir"fins/may 
' be; who willedmetothin for pardon. hfecine' ſalvation}: Flim 
that-eomeath rpc me. I wil} or 70 w/e, on 116 cpu ayaryr 26 and 
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>11.5F'6 enieotrage all'ro Tons! to-him, F hall ehfletvour! to evince 
the 6>rrainty j [that whoſoeveriwill cortte to hinf fall meet with'a 
nd! 4nd favourable receptioh'from him-/-/ With 467; ” ey wut. 
LUNLF 'F THall -concliide with Fore Applicatioti.” "26 
" [E:8t roAhew x what vgs ry the menghar-of coming to 
Ohrifee? MITE 8026) 5b onnmmaor Molnoitourn 
wf favs Kititel dlveady; dat toicome & Chriſt adto: eſore'i in 
Min with 4 (avirig faith, 45%offe and UM Cainethitie" And as our 
cfernal”fife aridhap) pitieſs AxeAitſpende on this#7i5x of coming to 
Chriſt T'thay KeafohabIy: EX pect' a en in#{eious attention to this 
pit of (RE es 6, Ar nb wr (IE ES $66 
Wikn'the meraphor'ts oxppbſy x rdvie tg Fe bg Bollrwed A 
the freef,"Htrd# exprefſed*by coming to Chriſt” ther w@ nity conceive 
the me1ning 6Fit' tobe, © Thatt'man muſtconme and ayply t5 Jeſus 
*'Chriff for heh Ynd fuceotrr, Juſt 5 ohe” Who" is labouring and 
"heavy ladets with: Ts op preffive burden” LATE which he  groans. 
comes th #'petſon, -Who 3 is"ab' 'E an willing relieve,” and deliver 
© biel Tpbfn: e Endfimols' weight. "Or; as* 6n& ready*to"dis' for 
"thif "comes to's fountain'sf water i2=3r; 453 that, phrſucd' by 
© blood thirſty 'Ehepitds, 18g" to ſine Rfohg held for | alety and 
Fe mooring! 'Herice'we*find, that Taith fit Chrilt"ts'expreſſed; by 
dying for refs? to the hope ſet befor ut.” "Oh Hs View coming to 
Get implies the folldViiny particularg— Salk c 
A conviction of fin in ouriown' Heartd= ing fenſe; of 
Ie buttlen,—a'kilowledge 6f Chriſt 4 arid the a ſdlute abeſlity'bf 
* applying to hit” for celisk ” TFhe obſeQ' «es ith mult be fixed 
and Abe deg Tf 'we feel not the'b by teft”of guilt, afd heart 
convictions for fit, we thould' never tHitk in @ay left of ſeeking de- 
liverange. "The heavy laden are" inivited"to cortre th Chriſt for veſt ; 
and none'byt ſuch. will come.” And. if we Beieve: not the*reality of 
a Saviour,; and the « certain exiſtence of a n:9Jitor, there will be no 
motion of the ſoul towards him. "He tht ometh "to God mul believe 
that by is. Tis the common profeſfion of our country that there 1s 
A Saviour, and to'believe the rezlity of his exiſtence, in ſpeculation, 
5 no preat thing to ſuch 25 are careleſs about their ſouls. | But we 
lad that when men. are truly conyinced of fin ! and feet the burden 
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of their-guilt, they are peſtered with many doubts. and unbelieying 
temptations, which often ſhake their aſſent to this. important truth, 
«What, ſays/the-ſoul,]:* if- there; ſhould be-no- Saviour —what if 
© the goſpel.ſhould be anly {fable }—Butthey that come.to Chrig: 
not only believe that hb: 3:, but that their life and falvation. muſt 
come from him alone. Without this, they. would: never,moye to. 

wards: him.) Therefore, +; bt nr wad wal 
2. « Coming to Chriſt implies a deſpair of deliverance from any 
* other quarter, and an wmporrumte-eagernets. to. obtain. relief from. 
him.” + It 18 {n@& natural fox, mankind.to. ſeek. ſalvation in; the way 
of free, grace through faith. They wilk not dy,this till theyhaye 
ried all other ways. ta-ſave themſelves, and found their:efforts vain. 
But when! they. are. aruly. alaymed. with: a juſt ſenſe of danger,: ſee 
their numberleſs tranſgreſſions,. and. the awful. threatenings- of the 
law ſtanding-againft .themy in, fall ,forgey, andthe, thunders, of Sina; 
ready tq break .dawp. on theip guilty and: Eeſep celaſs, heads, them. 
ſelves-Tipe.J9r.iryin, and-ready, tophunge-intd.battomleſs: perdition, 
ard totally awable.to. help themſelves, either by. doing arduffering, 
O with what eagerneſs, and importunate-cries: and groans will they 
fy tothe Lord. Jeſus: Chriſt, for:deliverance,}; Now, their ſouls are 
on ſtretch-towards hinv, and: on their hended. knees ſecret retire. 
ment; as: well-as, in. public, they:are ſending; up theis, weeping ſup- 
plications and the{everlaſting hills for: mercy. to-pardon,;and, grace 
to help, aud; 4deliver their feet from, falling, their: oyes.fram, tears, 
4. and their {quis from. death (f; . Mn times they; meet, with, qf- 
couragements, 13. the, wayy and their fouls, ſink. un. foccqw, and are: 
overwhelmed. with, waves of., woe, but: with the, lepers,. they: con- 
clude, © If we th& here we pexrih, and nit WE g9 te the ca 1p of. 
* the 4fifrians; werean but:periſh 2? —They, therefore ſixuggle.on, 
determiaed, if they do periſh, to periſh at the feet. .f, Jeſus, crying 
for mercy. O happy ſouls,;, who. are. thys -coming) forward #6 
Chriſt in the uſe of. all the appointed means, of grace | O-yhen 
ſhall this ſpirit of ſervent,. prayer and ſupplication. prevail. in,.this 
place, and. banith, that ſpirit, of ſtupor and. inſenſ;bility, which has 
{ſo long. appexrett, onthe face of Qvr congregations | Then, inſtead 
of trifling, and levity, and;careleſs unconcern, you would praſirate 
yourſelves before Gad, not only. in. the, public aſſembly, but alſo. n 
ſecret and in your families, and. every. with, every groan would he 
+, an earneſt cry for mercy. - O that the eternal would pour out 2 
ſpirit of. grace and ſupplication upon you ; that high and; low, 
' rich and poor, young and old, male and female, hond and free may 
join with one heart. and foul in « ſeeking the Lord while he may 
* be found,” and in flocking to Jeſus the great deliverer '* as doves 


# to their windows.? dts: Dr ATT ch 


* 


ns Law). Qaeda 4) oats 

$, *Coming to Chriſt implies hope and expeQation of obtainin 
« deliverance from him.? * Without hope, and expeQation, whic 
are the ſprings of motion and induſtry, all aAivity would ceaſe. 
The comers to Chriſt may haye to encounter many doubts and 
fears concerning the 1ſue,. but yet there is a, © Who can tell but 
(the Lord may be gracious to us, that we periſh not.” Therefore 
they ceaſe not to approach the throne of grace, and beg for mercy. 
jeſus, though his buyels are troubled , for them, and yearning o« 
yer them, may Teem regardleſs of their cries, for a while, that they 
may more ſenfibly feel their fituation, and more ſuitably prize the 
bleſſing, when beſtowed ;—yet he leaves them not without hope, 
leſt the Tpirit ſhoald fail Vfrk hilk and the ſouls he has made 
and left they ſhould ſay, in fullen deſpair, « Our hope is gone, we 
are bur oe! for qur part—why ſhould we wait on the Lord any 
longer ? , aa Mis 7-8 3 

4, « Coming to Chriſt implies that we believe there is a ſuſſi- 
(ciency. in him to ſupply all our wants, that he 1s able to ſave fo 
the utmoſt all that come unto God by him, and that we humbly 
(depend upon him alone for ſalvation.” Proud nature muſt be 
rreatly humbled before ſhe will ſubmit to this. None will ſubmit 
to ity till they are deeply conſcious of their own loſt and helpleſs 
condition, 'and are ſtripped of all pleas and excuſes for their fing— 
of all ſelf confidence, all dependence on our own righteouſneſs and 
yl truſt in the works of our own hands. But when a man is truly 
ind ſen6bly convinced of his own wretchedneſs and inability on 
the one hand, and of the fulneſs and all-ſufficiency of Chriſt on 


Chziſt, by venturing his everlaſting A//in his hands, and humbly 
depend on him alone for complete ſalvation ; ſaying, * Not unto 
"me, O Lord, not unto me, but to thy name be all the glory.” 

Laſtly. « Comipg /unto -Chriſt implies an approbation of him 
'a8 2 Daviour, a chearful and unreſerved ſubmiſſion to his authort- 
'ty, and a voluntary ſurrender of ourſelyzs to his ho'y will and 
'pleaſure, and giving up to him our hearts and ſupreme affection” 
We muſt conſent to be his faithful ſolaiers and ſervants for ever, 
and to make his will, and not our own, the ſole rule of our con» 
duft. No man ever did, or ever will truſt in Jefus with a ſaving 


lurrender himſelf to an unlimited obedience to all his holy laws. 
Hear his own declaration, (Luke xiv, 26, 27.) © It any man come 


'dren, and brethren, and filters, yea, arid his own lite alfo, he 
* cannot be my diſciple. He muſt eſteem Chriſt more than ali 
theſe. © And whoſoever doth not beaz his crols ani come after 


the other, then will he, with pleaſure and fatisfattion, come to 


Lith, who does not give him his heart and ſupreme afeCions, and | 


'to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife. and chil- . 


"'Y 4 
” .onhihs my: diſciple. '—Ahd (Matt. XY1.-24 ).he fath, cTf 
« iny, pan, will come afiet m6, et him deny imſelf, wed big awn 
« Well, and, leafurt,, and take up his croſs anſ NPE ms This } is 

e 4 Pant mn coming to Chriſt. | 
\ Thus: have l ſhewn kd 1$;, ple. in coming to Chit; -and 
whoſoever thus conteth. may be. aſure of acceptance and d fapation | 
And. this leads me to the... . .. 

il. Head, where, for the, encouragement of al to come to him, 1, Ml nits 
am, to eyince the cert inty, that. whoſoever v1ll come to'him, ſhall Þ tior 
meet wil A kind ky fayourab/e. receprion from him, + 1 will i in WI |: 
70 Wiſe calf. out. Es I | it a 

There. ts no: ,occalic + that OF ſhould be ſaid for the. eviction rej 
and eſtabliſhment of of this comfortable truth. The, plain, the. inde-, I ver 
finite declaration of our Lord in the text, might be thought ſuffici, I * 
ent to baniſh every doubt on this particular, © Him that cometh - I (at 
© unto me, I will in no, wiſe caſt. out,” But: knowing that, mankind | w 
are {low of heart to believe, and. what adva NEAges Satan £ gains over, i vo 
many, by ckrowing doubts, fears and diſcouta ements in their. way, the 

whereby they are higdred from, coming to. Chriſt, thinking 1 It Vain | 
for ſuch poor, weak, gui.ty.and polluted, ſouls. as ;they, to, attempt. M to! 
ary; ſuch | thing, er. tO hope, « or .expett FY favourab! e reception, ly | 
from him, if they ſhould] come, I. ſhall. Endeaygur, to put: the, W*«: 
matter out of all doubt, by producing a few. plain, ſeripture, Win 
declarations and, examples. = Is 

Ta, cenfirmation of. this, comfortab! 'F truth,. oe pep may be C01 
drawn both; from the Old; Teſtament and, the New. $7 and theſe ate, Ml th: 
fo nNUmerous, that time would. fail -me to mention. the 0ae. Half, . mc 
When tlie Lord proclaimed, his own name to Moſes,(Exad, xxxiv.. i © 
6, 7.) her{tiled himſelf, « The LORD, . The LORD:GOD, mer- I *& 
« ciful and-gracious,, long ſuffering, and. abundant i I goodneſs and WW ch 
© truth. Ye mercy for thouſands, pardoning iniquity, tranſ- Ik 
« greflion and fin, To a finful nation, a people laden with iniqui-. I ar 
ty—:who had forſaken the Lord, and provoked. him .to anger, the I hi 


Lord thus ſpeaks, . by the prophat T/aah (Chap, 1. 18] —: Come I a 
© now, and et us;reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: though your ins I fr 
6 be as ſcarlet, they: ſhall þe. white as ſnow ; though they. be red. il { 
. d,like.cximſon, they ſhall be as woo! And again (Chap. ly; i, &c.) I Gi 


—*  Ho,, every one bY 2t thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and be: 
6 of hi hath co money ; come.ye, buy and eat ; yea, come buy w1Ge 
«and milk without money, and. without price. . Let the wickes 
'© forſake his way, and. the unrighteous man. his thoughts : and let 
© him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy. upon hun; 
* and to, our God, for he will PAR y pardon.” 


% 
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In the New Teſtament, the ſame truth is ſupported by our Lord, 
ind that repeatedly, (See John 111. 14, &c.)—* And as Moſes lifted 
«up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs. even ſo mult the ſon of. man be 
clitted up 3 that wwhoſcever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, ut 
have eternal life For God ſs loved the world that he gave his 
« only begotten fon, that vhoſoever believeth on him thould not 
«periſh, but have everlaſting lite.” - Wþ9/2-ver 15 the moft indefi- 
nite word that can be uſed, and includes every one without excep- 
tion, however guilty, vile and unworthy he may be, however great 
his ſins have been, or how long ſoever he has continued in them 
if after all he will come to Chriſt, or believe in him, he ſha!l not be 
rejected, * but have everlaſting lite.” N y.we are. told that the 
very deſign of the fon of man, 1m coming into this. world, was *« to 
( ſave that which was loſt. This is a faithful ſ:ying. ſays St. Paul, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Carilt Jeſus came inco the 
(world to ſave finners,” even of che worlkt kind, If therefore he 
would calt any out, who come to. him, he would aCt contrary to 
the very deſign of n1s coming. 
But ſo far was he from caſting any out that applied to him for 
help that, we find, he was reproached by his enemies for his [riends 
ly reception of publicans and finners—* Lhis man, /ay they, receiv. 
feth aners, and eateth with them.' What menſters, What giants 
in fin and iniquity were ſome of the Corinthians ! They had been 
emlty of fornication, adultery and idolatry, fodoiny and theft, 
coretouſneſs and crunkenneſs, reviiings and extortion, and yet 
they met with a favourable receprion from Caritt, aad were made 
monuments of his pardoaing grace and mercy Lhey were © waih. 
ed — ſanAified-—juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
(by the ſpirit of God *Þ Where do we read of a more ſhocking 
charater than Manafſerth ? + He did evil 1n the fight of the Lord, 
ike unto the abominations of the heathen ; he uted enchantments 
and wicch=craft, dealt with familiar ſpirits and wizards, he cauſed 
his children to paſs through the fire, ſhed wnocent blood, in fuch 
abundance, that the ftreets of Jeruſalem were drenched with it 
lrom one end to another, 2nd. by lis example and auchority, he 
; | 
*Cuced the people of Judah to do more evil than the Amorites 
ud, whom the Lord had caſt out before the children of Ifrael? 
Yea, when Manaſſeth, in the mid{t of affliiftion, belought the 
(Lord his God, and humbled himſelf greatly before the God of 
' 1s fathers, and prayed unto him, ze Lord was intreated of him, 
* and heard his ſupplication.” See this inſtance of divine mercy. 
mu pooinels tully recorded in 2 Kings, Chap. xx*i. and 2 Chron. 
Cp, xxxiti. St. Paul is another example of divine forbearance. 
i pardouing mercy. * Chriit Jeſus, /ay be, came into the world 
5 
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to ſave ſinners, of whom I am chief.” And he tells us that this 
mercy was ſhewn to him, who was the chzef, or chieftain of fianers, ce 
that others, behoJding, in this inſtance of mercy, the long-ſuffering 0 
of Jefus Chriſt, might never deſpair of the hike favour. it they will I of 


come to him for life and ſalvation, Much more might beladin IF w 
confirmation of the doctrine, but I think what I have already ſpo. nt 
ken way ſuthce; for if murderers and idolaters, perlecutors and |} ye 
the chief of ſinners have obtained mercy, none of you, I preſume, I. 
can have any cauſe to deſpair, or any reaſon to fear, that ut you yo 
come to Jeſus, he will by any means caſt you out. 0 


But, perhaps, ſome- timorous ſoul may be ready ro object, and wi 
fay. * Are not ſome caſes excepted ? Does not our Lord teach, ed 
£ in Matt, x1. 81, and jn Luke xi, 10, that blaſphemy againſt the 43 
© Holy Ghoft ſhall never be forgiven ? This I tear is my caſe— Of n 
fork have ſo many horrible and blaſphemous thoughts jected ” 
©1nto my foul, that I ſhould ſhudder to mention to any man upon w 
< earth.” \ he 

Are theſe thoughts troubleſome toyou ? Do they diſtreſs your } t|« 
mind? If fo, you may reſt aſſured that you are rot guilty of that I {, 
fin. Nor is your caſe at all ſingular, 'The ſame afllictions are If (1 


accompliſhed in thouſands of your- brethren that are in the world, I 4. 
What the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 1s, or whether 4t can be com- ng 
mitted now, is very doubtful. But this I firmly believe, that it ſe: 
never was Committed by any one, who now wiſhes to return to rip 
God, and humbly defires to ſeek ſalvation by the blood of Chriit. I (, 
Becauſe ajl ſuch withes and deſires are of the operation of the ſpi- W + 
Tit of God; and if you are poſſeſt of them, it is an evident de- WI þ; 
monſtration that the Holy Ghoſt is till kindly ſtriving wita you IM 5, 
- for 00d. | 
But, O, ſays one, « TfT am not guilty of #6at in, T am of thou. if «, 
«* {ands ahd millions of others. Ll am guilty of the moſt aggravated 
« offences, the moft abotninable praCtices, ſc that T have no right WW; 
© to expect mercy, therefore it 1s in vain for me to'think of coming II ;}; 
© to Chriſt. Ivey yo1 
How can you make ſuch an objeCtion 5s this, after what ro WM (1 
have heard ? The greatneſs and multitude of your fins ought ra- TE 
| ther to excite you to come to the great Redeemer-of Mankind, I ,, 
than to induce you to ftay away. Chriſt died for the greatelt I ;,, 
firmers, and by his oblation of himſelf once offered, when he ſut- 
fered death upon the croſs, he made there, a full, perfeCt, and ſut- 
ficient ſacribce, oblation, and ſatisfaQtion for the fins of the whole 
» World. He invites the greateſt ſinners ro come to him, his blood 
can make the fouleſt clean; and he is able to ſave tou the ut ermoſt | 
all that come unto God by him, Where do you read of any ©" IM «» 
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ceptions made againſt ſinners of ſuch or ſuch particular magnitude ? 
Or whole fins have exceeded ſuch a particular number ? You read 

of no ſuch exceptions, Why then will you make exceptions, 
where God has made none ? Lhe truth of the caſe is, it is rc: the 
number or magnitude of your fios that ſhall exclude you from hea 
rev, Or hinder your reception, if you will come to Chriſt, But the 
laſt, and ſmalleſt number of ſins will prove your eternal ruin, if 
you come not, The reaſon is this, becauſe no ſinner 15 taken in- 
to favour with Grod,-on account of his own perſonal merit, but 
wholly and ſolely on account of. what Chriſt: hath done and ſuffers 
ed ; or, in ſhort, on account of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Novr, 

25 the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is Perfect, and equal to all the. de- * 
mands of law and juſtice, it is as ſufficient to ſatisfy for great fins, 
2s for ſmall ; for many, as for. few. Conſequently, every many 
whO has an intereſt in this righteouſneſs, by faith, is equally juſti- 
hed, and acquitted from guilt and condemnation, and equally entt- 
tled to eternal Life and glory. If ſinners were to be received into- 
favour with God, in ubele, or party by their own perſonal merit, 
the caſe wOuld be altered. But ſeeing this is not the caſe, and | 
that all finners, whether great, or mall, arapardoned and accepted. 
not for ther comparative innocencyy. not for any works of righte- 
ouſneſs, which they have. done, or can ao, but for the ſake of the 
righteouſneſs (or merits of Chritt) which 4s 25 ſufficient for ONe, as 
for ano:her 3 then there can be no ground for the objection. T: ake 
encouragement then, O ſinners,.and fly to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

ing confident of this truth, that Hum, wa0.coMETH. UNTO JE» 
SUS, HE" WILL 1N'NO WISE, CAST -OUT. 

But you may be ready to {ay—* Perhaps it is, too late, the day 
' of grace may be paſt.” 

lanſwer. If you have any deſire to come-to Chriſt; it you, are 
nany meaſure. diſtreſſed for an intereſt in him then it is c2rtait. 
tne day of grace is not paſt with you, For what but. grace. gives 
yout that avfere, and cauſes you.to feel ar irefs for an intereſt in 
Chriſt, ? So far is the day of grace frum being paſt with you. that, 
es 15 ever now preventing and fallowing you, and putting into 
your hearts good defarer.. O that you would cheriſh: them. | in iuch 2. 
Manner, that you receive not the grace of God in vain. 
Havin g & PETE the doctrine, I Proreng to. make forte: | 


EYE IL FS A T--F- Or; 


I have bri- fly ſhewn you what is EY in coming to Chriſt ; 
Mm which action, ormct of faith our eternal life and happineſs de. 
dead, Let me hed ;ntreat you to: exarnine yourſelves, whether 
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24 
you have aCtually come to Chriſt or not, In order to determines 
this m:porrant enquiry, recolleCt the ſeveral particulars implied in 
coming to Chr, as delineated under the firſt head z which will 
furiufth you with proper materials for felf examination. 
1. T& told you, © There muſt be a conviction of fin, and a fee'ing 
« ſ-itſe ct its burdens,” 'Fhofſe who never felt the burden of fin, 1. 
da © pronounce, have never yet ſavingly come to Chriſt, Your 
C0-uciences may have been alarmed, and you may have had many 
awiul fears of he!] and eternal judgment, and yet you may not 
hive had ary true convictions for fin, You were afraid oi pun- 
1'/hment, not of finning. Your Years were tranſient ; they paſſed 
away like the morning cloud, or ear'y dew, and then you could 
fin with as much ireedom as ever. They never brought you wea- 
ry and heavy laden to Chrift for reſt. Examine not only what your 
CONvietons hay? been, but what has been the iſſue of them, whether 
they have ever brought you to ſee your ablolute neceſlity of a 
Bayicur, and of making apphcation to him for deliverance. - & 

2. | told you, © That coming to Chriſt iraplies a deſpair of help IWſW — 
* from any other quarter, and is attended with impornunate ea- ill ey 
* gerneſs to obtain relief from him,* If ever you have come to Bf fe 
Chriſt, it was the refu!t of ſelf deſpair—you had tried and found WI nz 
every other refuge vain. Hence you applied to a throne of grace il af 
with firong cries and ſupplications for mercy—free unmerited I ty 
mercy, through Jeſus Chrift—nor could you reſt, till you had ob. WW nc 
taine1a good hope, through grace, that your prayers were heard, il th 
and the requeſt of your hearts was granted. Here examine againg 
whether you haye been brought to this. Have you ; or have you 
not ? 

3. You were told, « That coming to Chriſt implies hope and 
* expectation of obtaining deliverance from him. No doubt but 
fatan wll do all he can to retard and hinder the coming ſoul ; he 
will ſuggeſt the greatneſs of his fins, and a number of things, that 
the anxious ſoul may give up his hopes and endeavours, I doubt 
not but ſuch of you, as have aQually come to Chriit, can bear wit* . 
neis to this—— you can recollect many embarraſiments, which 
were thrown mou way _Bur, though your hopes were oſten 
caſhed, and almoſt drowned, in the flood of doubts, fears and jea- 
loufies, yet you would not let them go—you retained, at leall, z 


mny be that God will be gracious. Thus kept your heads above WII « 
waiter, and fo you ſtruggled on, till you entered the harbour of ſate- WM * 
ty. What know you of this ? Ih 1 

4 <Ccming to Chriſt implies a belief of the ſufficiency of Chrilt I 
© to ſupply all our wants, and a humble dependence on him for ſal- Wt 
* vation, Tf evyer you have come to Jeſus, a&your Saviour, you k 
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have diſcovered a ſufhciency mn. him to ſupply all your wants ; and 


in ſelf deſpair, you have totally renounced all hope and truſt in 
yourielves, or 12 the merit of your own works, or any thing you 
could do, or {utter , and yentured your everlaſting al. i his hands, 
hambly depending on him alone for pardon, grace and glory. — 
Know you any thing of this exploit of faith. that caſts a fin bur- 
dened, law condemned ſoul, at the feet of Jeſys, relying on him 
alone for righteouſneſs and ſtrength ?—Examine into this. 

Laſtly. * If you have come to Chrift, then you approve of him 
6 as your Daviour, and cheerfully and unreſerved'y ſubmit to his 
authority , —you f{urrender yourſelves to his holy will and pleaſure, 
' and give him your hearts and ſupreme affections ; and make his 
« Jaws the rule of your conduct.” Unleis you manifeſt this, by 
the holineſs and obedience of your life and practice, all other pre. 
zenfions to religion are to no purpoſe. 

And now upon the whole; have you any good reaſon to cons 
clude that you have come to Chriſt ia a ſaving manner, or not ? 
—yome of you, 1 truſt, can lay claim to theſe raarks, and dail; 
evince, by your hvyes, that your claim 15 well founded. But, I 
fear many of you, upon examination, find you are ſtrangers to thelc 
varticulars, and manifeſt, by your daily praCtice, that you are {ili 
afar from Chriſt ; lying 1n the gall of bitterneſs and bond of 1 nqui. 
ty. Your caſe 1 1s 1ad and deplorable===but blefied be God, 1t 15 
not Ceſperate, The door of hope is yet open, and you may fly 
thereirito and be ſafe. And in order to induce you to.do this, I 
willI:y before you the following conſiderations. | 

I. Conſider the danger you are in, while you refuſe to come to 
Chriſt for life. You have broken the law of God, and are every 
moment liable to the execution of its tremendous curſe, The ſword 
of juſtice 1s ready to cut you down, and avenge itſelf Upon you for 
ll the audacious inſulss you have offered it. God is "angry with 
you every day ; and may commiſhon the king of terrors, at any 
moment, to lay his cold hand upon you ; and yo are not ſure of 
one hour's reprieve. This day—this hour, for ought you know —= 
Jou may be {tripped of life and all the enjoyments of time : and 
turticd 2way to that diſmal lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
lone. And is this a ſituation for gaiety and 1 merriment, thovght- 
leflnefs and ſecurity ? No. my brethren, your fituation calls aloud 
or ſorrow, pity. and Dapaltion from eve: y rational creature. And 
very «ries; thoughtful, thinking man is. really concerned for you 
vhen he beholds you ſo careleſs and merry, while you are hanging 
"ver the pit of deſtruction, by the ſlender thread of life.. We know 
there is but a ſtep between you and death ; and 1f you are overta* 
en before you reach the city of retuge, or obtain an intereſt by 
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Chriſt, by coming to him through faith, we know you muſt be un, 
done ; eternally undone. Conſider your dreadful firuation, and 
let it prevail wich you to fly to Jeſus, that you may be faſe, 

2. Conſider, that, as I have hinted, though your caſe is now 
fad and awfully gloomy, yet it is not deſperat=.—-'Dh+ door of hope 
is yet open, and Jeſus invites you to come 17, and take protection, 
If you will now come to him, he will protect and ſcreen you from 
the curſe of the broken law, the tnunders of S747, and the ſtrokes 
of incenſed juſtice, and even death 1tielf, though he 1s {tiled the 
king of terrors, ſhall do you no real or laſting injury, If you be. 
long to Chriſt, then death 1s yours: your real gain : he comes 1 

r:endly meſſ>nger, to convey you from a, world of care and trouble, 
to a world of joy and peace, where the wicked ceaſe from trouh.- 
ling, and the weary are at reſt. It you come to Chriſt, then yo. 
will have an intereſt in his blood and righteouſnets, which are all. 
ſuflicient to anſwer the demanis of law and juitice, There is no 
condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus; for he is the.end 
of the jaw-for righteouſneſs to all true belteverz. If you are ſheltered 
beneathhis croſs, the keen ſword of jullice cannot reach you. The 
name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower, and all who flee unto it are ſafe. 
O how ſafe and happy 1s the ſtate of all true believers, who have 
come, and put themſelves under his guardian care. All things 


- ſhall work together for their good. The Lord is their ſhield of de. 


fence, and no real good ſhall be withheld from them. O that this 


_ conſideration may have fuch due weight with poor ſinners, as to 


induce them to think, in earneſt, of coming to Chriſt. 

3. Conſider, that Jefus is willing to ſave you. if you will come 
to him for ſalvation. He complained of the obſtinate Fervs, + Ye 
« willnot come to me, that ye might have life” The willingneſs 
of Chriit to recerve all comers of every deſcription, I have already 
proved, under the ſecond head. | Therefore, if you periſh, your 
blood muſt be upon your own heads. And-what a ſource of ex- 
cruciating torture will this prove to you, while you ar&lying in the 
flames of hell, to reflect, that all this has come: to you by your 
own obſtinacy and fooliſh choice, you might have been happy, 
but you would not Dinners, I -pray and beſeech you, by 
the love and mercy of God, and worth of your immortal ſous, 
conſider what you are doing, and the madneſs of the wretch” 
ed choice you are now making. 
tion, on the condition you will come to him for"it. And will 
you refuſe the offer,, when the terms are ſo reaſonabl2! Will you 


continue in fin, and pleaſe the devil, and ruſh headlong down t9 


het?, rather than come to Chriſt, who is now calling you, and 
ſtretching out his willing hands to receive, embrace and ſave you? 


Chrilt offers you. falva- 


327 - 
He offers you a free pardon for all your ſins, and will you ſuffer 
death and eternal damnation, rather than accept it at his hands, af- 
ter he hath purchaſed iz for you. by his blood, and wounds, and 
groans, and death 75 Will you, for the ſake of a few years of carnal 
pleaſures and criminal enjoyments, ſuffer the pains of hell forever? -. 
Lord help you what is the matter with you ? My bowels are pain« 
ed for you, my heart is grieved for you, to think that after all that 
ſeſus has done, and ſuffered for you, all the mercy and forbearance 
he hath ſhewn towards you, all the efforts he hath uſed to bleſs 
and fave your precious ſouls, you ſhould deſpiſe and reject him 
defeat the defign of his love, die 1: your fins, and be for ever loft, 
beyond the reach of recovery! O that the God of heaven would 
open your eyes this day, and cauſe you to ſee and lament your. fin 
and folly, that you may now take the alarm, and fly to the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, before the avenger of blood overtake you, aud make 
you a terror to yourſelves, and ali round about you. May God 
blels the word to your profit, for Chriſt's ſake, amen. 


i” 


cx. M..0N--KXIH, 


The Danger of Surprise at Death or Judgment, 


MaRk, xiii, 35, 36, wne LJ) (411 - 


I atch ye therefore, for ye know not when the Mafler of the bouſe 


cometh—at evening, or at midnight, or at the cock crowing, or in | 


the morning : left coming ſuddenly, he find you ſleeping. 


FTVWHOUGH the words of the text, as well as thoſe contained, 
in ſevere] of the preceding verſes, may have 2 primary re- 
ference to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. and of the Feawilh ſtate and 
people, yet, it 1s penerally ſuppoſed, they have aiſo a reſpeCt to the 


end of this world, and the judgment of the great day of final ac- 


counts, when the maſter of the houſe, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 
come 1n the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, to judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, -paſs the deciſive ſentence on ſaints and 
_ finners, and aſſign them their diltinct abodes, in cverlafting joy, or 
. eyerlaſting pain, 

Tat this awful day will ſurely come, and that 1t 1s faſt approach- 
ing, 1s frequently afferted, by Chrilt and his apoſtles: but the tune 
2hen, 15 itil a profound ſecret to men and angels. « But of that 
« day and thar hour knoweth no man, no not the angels, which are 
£ in heaven,” In conlideration of theſe things. our Lord inculcates 
the great dutics of warchfulneſs and prayer, as the beit means of 
making preparation for the ſolemn —the ail important event ; and 
enforces the ſame, from the dreadful conſequences of being taken 
by ſurpriſe, and hurried away to the bar of God, at an unexpected 
hour. - | 
- Wint the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was here inculcating on thoſe, who 
then heard him ſpeak, is equally applicable to us, and may be cou- 
fidered as pointed|y addrefled unto us. his will admit of no doudt : 


becauſe our Lord, in the next verie aiter the text, expreſſly declarss 
What I ſay unto you,” i fay unto ail, Watch.' It ought there: 


fore to be our greateſt care, ſtudy and concern that we be not ſur. 


prited by death. or judgment, but always to ſtand in a poſture ol 
Teadinels, with our ioins giided and our lamps burning, becauſe 
we know not when the Malter of the houſe cometh, at evenimng-" 


0 
i 
I 
l 
l 


\ 


] 
| 
( 
| 
| 


1 
| 


| 329 
or at midnight, at cock, crowing, or .in the -morning, leſt coming. 


ſuddenly, he find you fleeping.* 'To prepare for death and judg- 
ment 18 a.£oncern of. ſuch magnitude, that all other, cares ſhould 
bend to-1t, or be ſwallowed up by it. The rihng morning can pive 

us no aſſurance that,we ſhall {ee the ſe: g ſun, or evening ſhades 
—each beating pulſe; may be the laſt -———- O then, for the Lord's 
ſake, and for your ſoul's ſake, ſeize every momer:t as it flies — 
watch and pray—and * give all diligence that you may be found of 
God an peace? without ſpot and blameleſs, 
. Y {We have many alarming monitors-of the mortality of our bodies, 

in the death.of.near relatives, friends and companions, We.often 
| behold dying beds - ſee the laſt Riruggles, and hear the laſt groans 

of expiring nature ; we often {tznd around the-mouth. of the open 
grave, and ſee the lifeleſs corpſe there depoſited till the morning 

of the reſurret&tion. Theſe are loud preachers; and ſuch ot. you, 
as do-not hear, and feel their warning yoice, muſtthe deaf as-moles, 
and fenleleſs/as rocks. When one and-anothery in-families 'and 
neighbourhoods, -are taken off by the ſtroke of death, thoſe wh5 
lurvive, are hereby called upon to awake gut of ſleep, to. ſhake gtf 
their ſtupor and carnal ſecurity, to-let- go their eager graſp.of this 
world, :and {et about,making preparation for death HY judgment. +- 
vuch-a call bave we this day. Death is the occafion of our meeting 
at this :time*.: And; may I hope that my dear /hearers have now 
come 'together,: not out:of cuſtom. or faſhion, but to make. 4525 ime 
provement'-o6 the melancholy occaſion, and gain 7his great advanie 
tage, 'from-the laſs ſuſtained. by the mourning, and bereaved family. 
[To this Ecall:yow3:and I beg you. will conlider the call as enforced 
_ by. a voice from yander. grave,===and he that hath-ears to hear, let 

am hear, 3 nt Fats Sp 5144 We nh 
-. The:words: of the text, as hinted before, refer to the day of judg- 
ment, yet they: may with equal-propriety be accommodated to the 
day of 'dzath. Death: purs.a periad to our. ſtate of /trialy, calls us. 
away:from earth, fixes our bodies-16 the grave—and the. ſtate or - 
coom of the ſoul is from that: time unalterabie, in endleſs blils, 
or woe. _ I ſhall therefore\improve the ſolemn call, in my text. .m + 
the following manner. Ns OT Or es eg 
, Speak. of the ſad conſequences, which attend-thoſe,: who are 

found ſleeping in fin; and in a Chriſtlefs and unconverted ſlate, when 
the hour of death approacheth. - « Left coming. {ſuddenly he find 

© you leeping.” Uh Ter hls hos a Is SN 
— U. The-conclufion will naturally follow, that it is the duty and 
intereſt of every ſoul to awake out of ſleep, to watch and pray-and 

' 7 This Sermon was preached at the interment of | William Withers, jan. the ' 
50n of Mr, Wiltam Withers of Dinwiddie County in Virgina, whodeparted this =» 
ite November 14,1779, and in the 16ctr Bhd of his age, 
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Rive, in the day of health, to make preparation for the hour of 
'death. - And' may the Lord render proftable, what may now be 
faid; for* Jeſug' ſake. Pot WE. ot 
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'T: Iam't6d ſpeak of the ſad conſequences, of being/found fleep- 


| ing , at the approach of death. © Leſt coming fudden]y.he find 
'you ſleeping.” | | 


Alas, my dear friends,'it 'is too evident.that the generality of 


men 2nd women are now faft afleep in fin. So faſt aſleep, that 
'neither warnings nor judgments can rouſe or awaken them to aCt 


like betnps, who bave ant immortal ſoul to fave, or loſe ; and who 


are bound for an eternal worid, And ſuppote any. of theſe poor 
_*thoughtleſs creatures thonld ſuddenly feel the meffenger of death ' 
laying his cold hand upon them, and arreſting them,'1n the name 


of an offended God, immediately to appear betore their judge. — 
O my God, what horrors will they then feel ! Snould any of you, 
who are now - giddy," trifling and careiels,' be then awakened to a 
ſeriſe of your fins," upon the borders of - the grave ;' O- into what 


horrible confuſion 'and ' diſtreſs of ſou! would you be plunged ? 
What keen anguiſh of conſcience for your palt tranſgreffions fei- 
es upon'you ? What bitter remorſe and ſelt:reproach, tor 'your 


miipent time, and all-your negleC&t and diſregard of all the warn- 


-1ngs of God, and his minifters, and the admonitions and intreaties 
of your pious friends and dear relations ? 'Then would you remems 

- *ber. how you were-wont to ſlight the offers of mercy :-and how 
long you negleQed the-great ſalvation. That fo! much precious 
time, which you fquandered away in fin, and among vain and jo: 
vial companions/'is now forever loft, and put beyond the ' hope of 
-yecovery.-  O that'you would think of this now. - *Think, O think 
how you will ſhudder at the expeCtation of approaching miſery— 
-and ſtart, and fly back aghaſt-at the 'view*"of infernal horrors !— 
"Now if you look up to heaven,”yqu behold a God of holineſs there 
-a$ 2 conſuming ſire,” ready to devour you as ſtubble fit for the flame. 
"If you would try to look to 'Jefus, who 1s at this time calling you 
43n mercy, and then in [judgment will be calling you away from 
the land of the livins, even:Jeſus the compatſionate friend of - hn- 


- 
: 


ners : how can you then expe& any thing from him, when you 


Have ſo long turned a deaf*ear to the invitations 6f his-goſpel, and 
Ho long affronted his divine compaſſion? Will he not laugh at your 
*calamity, and mock when'your fear-cometh-?., It you look back 


in that hour of diftreſs; O what painful agotiies mnt ſeize upon 


'vou to behold' ſuch mountagns of guilt ' ready to. overwhelm'you, 
ard fink you down to bottomleſs -perdition. If you look forward 
the flaming gulf of hell expands her wide, voracious jaws to {wal- 
tow you up + where in Jong darkneſs, without one glimpſe of light, 
-r rav of hope, you mull for ever lie, TY | 
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Or if a finner-at ſuch an hour ſhould try to form ſome faint hope. 
of mercy, yet how are his ſpirits perplexed with diltraCting fears,, 
and keen and cutting.refle&tions. , - £ O that/I had been wiſe to con-: 
«ſider my latter end !' O.that I had improved my former times, in. 
reading, praying and meditating on divine'things ; inſtead of. 

« ſpending 1t_ mn. the purſuit of flying ſhadows and trifling, vanities... 
© But now, alas I. can't meditate, and ſearce know how to.pray. 
« Owill the ears of God be 'open+ to the ies and groans -of a. 
« rebel, who has ſo long trampled on His authority, deſpiſed kis re. 
q proofs, and refiſted his grace ?. ?. Are. there any pardons to be had, 
«for a daring offender, who never left his fins, till he was chained. 
« down by ficknefs, and vengeance was.in view !:I would not take 
& warning in.time, and now I fee nothing round me, but diſtreſs. 
«and anguiſh, my foul finks within me, my heart dies —and the. 
 *-thoughts of. appearing before:God are inſupportable !: 

Again, Thoſe, who are ſurpriſed ſleeping in fin, will ſuddenly, : 
be carried away from all their ſenſual purſuits and worldly enjoy- 
ments, which, in the time of healrh and gatety, were theic. choſen, 
portion and ſupreme felicty, All their- merry, days and jocund. 
nights. are ended, their ©. dancings and revellings, their bails and. 
© aſſemblies, ” their drinkings,and:debgucheries, gamings and riot 
are all over, all their golden dreams of happinels are vaniſhed and: 
zone, and every, ſhadow. of comfort has taken its flight. ; 

Are there any of. you, my. brethren, pleaſing yourſelves, in, the. 
days of your health, youth and vanity, and indulging, yourſelves n, 
_ golden dreams of pleaſure, from. the gratiſications of the juſt of the. 
_ eye, the- luſt of the fleſh, and the pride af life, for, Og: days yet. 

to:come, and putting oft death to.a great diſtance ? O think, for a. 
moment, of that approaching hour, when death, like a ſudden de». 
ſtruQtion, ſhall come upon: you, and ſcatter all your delufiye ima. 
ges of ſenſual Joys. Phis ſ-paration from, the tabernacle .of clay- 
is a fearful ſhock to the ſoul, and makes it awake indee4.1 Lhe belt - 
ſermons had” no. effe&t, the voice of the preacher was not : loud, 
euough to rouſe him, ſtrokes of affliction.and fmarting provacences 
could not move him; but he {till flept-on, \and peace, peace, was 
{til} the deluſive cry. Or, if the foul was rouſed and ſtartled a lit. 
tle, at ſome times, it ſoon dropped, into/ a profound fleep. AgAlN. 
Sudden and ſurprifing deaths near him, and even the pains. of na- 
ture in his own fleſh, did not-awaken him nor. the. voice. of the 
Lord in them all. But the parting ftroke that givides the ſoul and 
body will terribly: awaken the. ſoul from vain deluſions, and al 
is fancied delights and airy phantoms of happineſs will yanih as 
a 5 WE viſion, When he 1s viſited on Lord of Hoſts, I: he. 
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thunder and earthquake, when this ſtorm ' and nga of death. 

- ſhall ſhake the ſleeper out of his airy dreams, then ſh3ll he find to. 
his coſt, how miſerably he has deceived himſelf, m crying peace to 
bis ſoul, till ſudden $a overtook, and put him beyond t the reach 
of mercy. O how dreadſul is the departure of an impenitent and 
unconverted finneF'! 

- "Again. That which will render the deſtrutive ſurpriſe more 
dreadful, i 15, that, though the ſoul will be awakened by death 10 
ſharp fight and ſenſe of firs, and the realities of the ctonrial world, 
yet can it never be awakened then to ſpiritual life ; for as the tree: 
falls fo muſt it lie. Sinners ſhall then continue under the dilplea - 
Ture.of God and incapable of the happin*1s of heayen, being them, 
ſelves 'unho'y, and without any reliſh for the ſacred entertainments 
of the celeit:al courts. ' It is only in the prefent ftate gf trial, and 
under a diſpenſation'of grace, that ſleeping ſinners can. be awaken, 
ed to ſpiritual hfe, and unholy ſouls can be purihed, and, made fir 
for the enfoyment of heaven, Therefore, if we refuſe to hear and 
obey the merciful cafls-of the goſpel now, and negle& the'offers of 
falyation, at death, we thall be terribly conſtrained tofeel what we 
have loft, by our folly, but never be able to recover the bleſſing. 

And hence it will follow, that if you die in your f:ns, you will 

awake into ſuch a life as is worſe than dying. . Sudden deſtruAtion 
will come upon you, and {urprife you all at-once into fire and dark, 
nefs,; without one gleam of chearing light, and into forrow and pain 
without mitigation, or end. Happy would it be for ſinners, if, as 
they lived ftupid and fenſeieis, they could now continue {o forever, 
But this a Favor nt to be granted to impenitents, who negleCt the 
great falvation, and who, when'the maſter of the. houle cometh, 

- thall be found ſleeping. 

The very momentthe body falls by the ſtroke of "ty the foul 
is more aliveithan ever to ſee and feel its own guilt and waiched” 
neſs. ' The inward ſenſes of the ſoul, which have been darkened, 
and ſtupified, by fin and the Heſhly. tabernacle, will all awake at 
once, when the vail of fleſh is thrown off, and the. curtains are 
drawn back, which eivide between this and tbe avorld of fpirits. Sin 
and the anger of -God* will then appear in very different colours, 
and wound the ſou; with the keenelt ſenſations Then O ſinners, 
will the crimes, you have committed, and the. {inful pleaſures and 

vain delights, you have mdulged, al''glare upon your remembrance, : 
and fare you in the face for ever, and ſharpen the corroding teeth - 
of that worm, which'never dies. Your crimina] practices will be. 
fet you round and round, fo that you will never be able to avoid the 
horrid fight, andyour naked ſouls wil! be all ſight and ſenſe to dif. 
cover r (Cenes of woe, and feel the keeneſt anguiſh. You will hear 
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the dreadful curſes 'of the law and the ſentence: of the judge, and - 
will never forget their awful import. This is the ſtate, and theſe 
the circumſtances of thoſe who now ſleep in fin— whoſe cry is peace 
zud ſafety, til they zre ſurpriſed by ſudden deſtruQion, and they 
lift up. their eyes in hell. And this will be the conſequence, O my 
friends, of-your guilt ard folly, "if you are ſurpriſed .afleep in fin 
2nd nnprepared,..when you are called off from this mortal ſtate.— 
And this may be your cafe before to morrow, though you may be 
thinking of nothing leſs. . You know not when the meſlenger will 
come, at evening, at midnight, at the cock crowing, or in tht mornizg: 
Therefore, watch, left commg ſuddenly, he find you fleeping. .. 

[t is awfully dangerous, for poor mortals to preſume on long life. 
This is one great cauſe, a principal cauſe, why ſo many, at this 
time, are ſo careleſs about religion and the. conceras of eternity. 
Many of you, I am perſuaded, are conſcious to yourſelves, that you 
are not prepared for death. .. But #ill you pyt off your preparation, 
preſurning on days to come, which you may never ſee. Could we 
view the- hearts of men, as God views them, and. trace: out. the 
ſprings of their coldneſs and indifference abuut the things which 
velong to- their everlaſting peace, and the ſhameful negle& of God 
and their immortal ſouls, we ſhould find this ſecret thought lying at 
the bottom of all--+ That we are not hkely to die foon—we may 
( live for many years to come.' "Thus, becauſe they preſume that 
judgment againft their evil works, 18 not likely to be ſpeedily .exe- 
cuted, their wicked hearts are. yet-/wlly /et in them ts da evil, They 
put the day of 1eckoning afar off, and indulge themſelves in their 
carnal delights, without any deep ſolicitude to make ready for the 
Maſter's coming. There 1s ſcarcely any thing that produces io. 
much evil fruit in the* world —ſo much ſhametul wickedneſs, 2» 
mong all ranks and degrees of men, as. this prolific, this bitter root . 
ot preſuming upon life and time before us: Aſk your own hearts, 
brethren, does nat this thought lurk ſecretly within you, when you 
comply with a temptation. or indulge in any fin—* I {hall not die 
{ yet —T feel well--I fall live a little: longer, and then 1 will turn 
' over a new leaf, and repent of theſe follies.” But, O how ground. 
{eſs are ſuch expecictions—when we ſee the young, as well as the 
bid and the miggdie aved, ſvized by death's cold hand ; carried away”: 
to,the filent grave, 2nd a final period put to all. their defigns in life! 

Yet" odliſh mortals {till preſume, and promiſe themſelves many 
jears, when in a moment they are arreſted with painand bcknets, 


man with. child, and they {hall not eſcape' the wrath of God and 
We damyation of hell. a 


% 


and. « ſudgen deſirution cometh upon themy as travail upon a woe . + 


We are all borderers upon the river of death; which-conveys us 
to. the eternal 'world—therefore we ſhould: never preſume, but: 
feize the preſent moment, which'is all we can call our own, and 
wiſely and. diligently-1mprove this Reeting ſpam, in making due pre, 
paration. to- ſkand. before-the judge ;z that, we may not meet with ſur. 
priſe i death; but meet him as a friendly raeffenger; which 1s come: 

to convey us to the peaceful reptons. ot.a happy:immortahty.. 

But, O how many, thoughtlets ſons-and daughters,of vanity. and 
fenſual pleaſure, do we behold {tillwandering away from God, into 
the fields of time and: fenfe, and: eagerly gathering-the gay and fad- 
ing flowers, which grow there:; filling their laps therewith, as with 
a fair, tubſtantial: treafure, till one-and: another-drop4nto the grave, 
and are calle& away from theſe: mortal-coaſts: Survivors are thock- 
ed a little for the preſent, white: they. view a relative, a friend, or 
companion ſtruggling, in the agonies of death, cr while they ſurvey. 
the pallid, litelefs corpſe. They. may drop a tear while following 
the departed acquaintance to- the deep: damp vault z. and. for a few: 
hours. they may retain. ſome ſerious impreſſion oi their own mor-. 
tality, - and then, like the beedleſs bird, return to their follies 
again, O how are dying men immerſed in things of time and ſenie 

little thinking, who next ſhall be fummoned' away to appear 

in the preſence of God ! How can you-——O'how can: you, dear 

1m mortal fouls, thus trifte with -Godandthings eternal ! How, can: 

_ you forget them, when you have ſo many admonitions. from. the 

word and providence of God, daily to refreſh your memories,— 

and ſa many loud calls to awaken'you from the airy dreame of ths 

life, and to rouſe you to aCtivity-and unwearied diligence, in get- 

ting all things m readineſs, for a. praſperous yoyage into; the world, 
of ſpirits} 2 TC, 

When death enters into: ou; families, or neighbourhoods; and 
carries off relations or friends, that lay near' our hearts, is not this 
intended to remind us of our own departure and . powerfully awa- 
ken us from our dangerous flumbers ?-Certainly is is, and ought £6 

| have this eſſeCt.For ws they languifh and jor 1:5 thry die. When ſinners 
feel no ſorrow, they think not of death—but when the judgments 
of God are abroad in the earth, the inhabitants are admoniſhed to 
learn righteouſneſs. Signers in Zion ſhould be afraid, and fearful; 
nefs {urprife the hypocrite.-—Even the children | 0: Gaya 
need ſometimes of fuch warning pieces and ſmarting provilences © 
quicken” them,'an their pace, towards the heavenly country, and 
{mooth the rugged paſs to:death. And this is the improvement V* 
ail ought to make of them, - and thus turn ther all to - our benefit 
Many happy fouls, now in glory, have dated their firſt converſion 
tro God, trom the death of companions and friends. They wer 
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crying-peace and ſafety, tl they ſaw the arrows of death flying 
round them, and piercing the hearts of one and another, who were 
-near and dear to them, This powerfully alarmed their fears—rou- 
{ed 'them rom their lumbers, and haſtened them to break off from . 
{in; and fly-to the Lord Jefus Chriſt for refuge, and embrace his 
offered TAce. O that this may be the effeQ of the preſent provi- 
lence23- O that the early and much lamented death of the depar= 
ted youth may be {ſo blefled to us, 'who ſurvive, as to awaken” and 
quicken our diligence in ſeeking che Lord Jeſus and the ſalvation 
of our ſouls. —Having ſpoken © the firit head, I now proceed toe 
the, "3M 

[T. Tf the conſequences which attend thoſe, who ate Neeping in 
in, when death approacheth; be ſo dreadful, then the concluſion 
yill naturally follow, «* That it is the dury and 1nteret of every 
i ſoul to awake out of ſleep—to watch, and pray, and ſtrive, in the 
« day of health, to make .preparation for the hour of death. 

What has been already ſaid might be ſfuthcient to evince this, 
and ſerve for a ſufficient motive to watchfulneſs an prayer, as alſo 
z powerfal preſervative againſt floth and drowſineſs for the furure. 
But knowing the hardneſs of the fallen heart, and the ſtrong pro= 
penfity of ſinners to flumber, and ſhake off the thoughts of eternj. 
ty, 1 ſhall offer the following motives, which I pray God may have 
the defired effect. 

1. You have heard the miſery of ſuch, .as are found ſleeping at 
the hour of death, the motive i now offer, ſhall be drawn from the 
conſideration of the happineſs of thote, who are found waking and 
matching, and in a polture of readineſs. While'the cateleſs finner, 
whoſe conſcience is awakened 01'the borders of the grave, beholds 
th, tin-its utmoſt horror, as the effect of the curſe denounced 
wanſt fin, and the accompliſhment of the threatening of an angry 

0d, —=—-ebolds the king of terrors with all his formidable at+- 
tendants, and fees af endiets train of forrows coming in his rear $ 
the watchful chriſtian, who bas made h's peace with God, through _ 
tte blood and Tightevtinefſs of the Z7z2:2797, and has been faithful, 
an paſs through the valley and fhadow of death fearing no, evll. 
To him death is a kind rleaſe from pain and forrow, and an en- 
mance into everlaſting jy and fehclty. Phe viguant ſaint may be 
Qin and t anqui] amid all the attendants of death, I'ke Daniel in 

ons, for it can neither hurt him nor deitroy, But when 
he unpropared\are thrown to this deſ/-oper, all their bones are bro: 

1 to pieces. tf tears both body and foul as its proper prey, and 
bs the Eonfcience with immortal anguiſh. O who cin bear the 
liowpht of dying in ſucha ſtare ! —1-ying under the curſe 'of the 
Noten law—unnder the dominion of. fin, which us the ſting of deat 
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— without an intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and deflitute of that holineſy 
— without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, | 

2. Let the uncertainty of life be another motive. to ſtir you up, 
to watCchfulneſs and ſobriety. . The period of life, as well as the 
great Gay if judgment, j3 uncertain. One as well as the other may 
come as a thief in the night. + "Therefore, let us nor {leep, as do 
© others, but let'us watch and be ſober.” What numbers of your 
argugintance have gone down to the grave, when neither 7Þey nor 
you thought of their dying /#t ſuch 'an hour ?—Young people are 

' "ready to pleaſe themſelves with the enjoyment of lite, arid flatter 
their hopes with a long ſucceſſion of years. * 'They- put death. at a 
great diſtance,—the diitance ot three ſcore vears and ten, —when, 
at the ſame time, the grim tyrant may be already . at the door, ſe. 
cretly undermining the dwelling houſe of clay ;--and before -to- 
Morrow he ſmites us down to duſt. —How fond and vain are our 
mmnaginations. We'ſee others, of our owr: years, or much younger 
called away, perhaps on a ſudden, from the early.and middle ſcenes 
of life ;' and. why do we promiſe ourſelves a longer leafe | Hare 
we not the ſame feeble bodies ? Are we not formed of. the ſame 
brittle clay, that others ace ?_ Are we not all liable to the ſame;ac 
cidents and diſeaſes ? Why ſhould we then imagine. or preſume, 
that others ſhould go {o long before ?-Or, have we- taken -t iuto 
our own heads to think all men mortal but ourſelves ? 

Laſtly. Let us remember that we have been ſleeping too long 
already. Surely the time paſt of our life may be deemed more than 
ſufficient to have lived without God in the wor!d, and to have made 
no preparation for death and judgment. Is it not high time for us 
to awake out of ſleep, and caſt off the works of darknets, and put 
on the armour of light? Another hour, and the night will be at 
an end. The day of eternity is ready to dawn upon us. And ca 
you not watch one hour ? Watch a moment to ſecure a happy 1mmc6r. 
fality ? Q happy ſouis, who are now awake, and, by religious ac. 
tivity, keep themſelves awake, in the midſt of this dreaming world 
Happy ingeed ſhall ſuch of us be. who, when our Lord calls v: 
out of theſe duſky regions, will be able to anſwer his cail, wit 
oT Joy, ang ſpring upward: to the inheritance of the ſaints 1! 
I:ght. | £ 
et 8 O how dreadful to be ſurpriſed aſleep, and to bejtern aWi 
from earch and all its delights—o be deprived of the light of hea 
ven and the happineſs of ſaints and angels, and- plunged dow! 
down into- the fathomleſs abyſs. and burn in hell to all eterait), 
Awake, awake, O finners, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, an 
for your precious foul's fake. Caſt off your former ſloth and inas 
fvity, 'in wich you bave continued too long already. Lt-is of 
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$,ord's mercy and patience, that you have riot been ſurpriſed long 
470. Had you died'the laft year, the iaft month, the laſt week ; 
where, O where would ghe unconverted {ou\ now have been ? Nat 
here at this place, where you are heating the calls of mercy, and 
warning voice of God, but, with the rich man, lifting up your eyes 
in hell, being un torment, and calling, in vain. fur a drop of water 
to cool the ſcorching tongue... + Watch ye therefore, for you know 
« not When the Maſter of the houſe cometh, at evening, at mid- 
« night, at the cock-crowing, or in,the morung—bLeſt coming ſud= 
« denly, he find you fleepr —— a 

I would now accommodate the ſubject to the preſent melancholy 
occaſion, and endeavour to make a particular improvement of 1t. 

It is not my cuſtom to ſay much of the deceaſed when I preach 
funeral {ermons. This has been carried by ſome, to a very ſul- 
ſome, and, I fear, to a very dangerous extreme, But I conſider 
that my buſineſs 1s not with the dead, but the /ving, not to flatter 
their vanity with compliments. but to aFvaken them to a ſenſe of 
their own mortality. and to {tir them up to make preparation for 
death and judgment. As to the dead,we know, that they have already 
palt their trials, and received a juit and unchangeible /enzence at a 
ſuperior tribunal, wich can never be reverſed, by any paticgyrics 
or cen/ures irom man. # 

Not that I would deriy any thetr juſt praiſes; nor do I think it 
improper to mention any thing. which, in the deceaſed, was truly 
worthy of imitation ; eſpecially where the character has beea uni. 
form and unexceptionable. And it is with peculiar pleaſure, that. 
on this occaſion, I am able to fay, from perſonal acquaintance, that 
there were many things truly amiable and praiſeworthy in the de« 
ceaſed, though a chill, which are worthy. the imitation of. thoſe, 
who are mere advanced in years ; and which nught cxuſe many 
grey heads to blath, to think how far they come ſhort of them. 

To fay nothing of his filial piety and fraternal affeQion and ten- 
dernefs,. ſo remarkable in him, from the firit dawn of reafon. to the 
end of his ſhort peciod of lite, the remembrance of which now 
opens all the ſprings of grief and ſorrow in the hearts of his afflicted 
relatives, who are mourning the bereavement of ſuch a promiſing 
and affectionate child and brother. 

Yo ſay nothing of his diligence and application to books and 
ſtudy, to furniſh his mind with-uſeful learning and knowledge, 
that he might be qualified, to move with adyantage- on the ſtage of 
lite—be a uieful member of ſociety and ſerviceable to the Common» 
wealth. 'Dhole Gentlemen, who took part. with me, im holdin 

thecun of ſcience to his lips, can bear witneſs how indefatigable | 
was in {chool exertciles, and how inoffenive he was in his def 
| ; IT ©, 
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meanour towards his fellow pupils. In theſe Teſpects he was truly 
amiable and exemplary. 

But that which moſt endeared him to me, was his early piety 
and devotion to God., When he firit was put under my tuition, 
and became a reſident in. my family, I believe he had not reached 
the eleventh year of his age —and yet 1 have reaſon to believe he 
had then-the fear of God before his eyes, and that during the time 
he was under my roof, he never failed of retiring "—_ and 
evening for ſecret prayer. Nor do I remember, that I ever knew 
him to tell an untruth, or to mention the name of hts Creator, in 
a trifling, or irreverent manner. He appeared to abhor, and treat 
with juft contempt the trifling vanities of the age, ſuch as dancings 

-or revellings, and other ſports, which perſons of tis'age, who have 
not a pious turn-of mind,: are generally fo fond of, and which be. , 
tray them into the company and converſation-of. hbertines, and 
ſuch as treat ſerious things in an unbecoming manner, to the ru« 
in of thouſands of ſouls, by eraſing from their minds all impreſſions 
of lerious religion and true godlineſs. Many other circumſtances 
Might be mentioned, but I forbear. | 

When his relatives reflect on the many amiable qualities pofleſ« 
ſed by the dear child and brother, of whom they are now bereaved, 
though the remembrance may open freſh ſprings of grief, and cauſe 
their, ſorrows to gyſh in larger ſtreams,for the lois of him, yet muſt 
it greatly tend to pour ſome ſweet ingredients into their birter cup, 
and bring the mind to a calm refignation and a patient acquieſcence 
:3n the divine will They have reaſon to conclude, that the in-' 
dulgent parent above has done what was beſt and wiſeſt, and has 
taken the tender plant, the young immortal, from the evil to come 
and piaced him an the heavenly kingdom, among angels and, the 
ſpirits of juſt men. made perfeCt, where he 1s now beyondthe poſh. 
bility .of temptation, or of being ſeduced from the ways of God; and 
where all ſickneſs and pain, anxiety and grief are known no more. 

.c, What then-have we co do, but to prepare for our own exit ? We 
too, in a hittle while muſt be mitiated into the myſteries of the 
inviſible world: We muſt ſhare with angels in their b/z/s and glory 
or with devils in their agonies and ferrors. Our eternal doom will be 
according'to our preſent character, and accorcing to the improve-. 
ment we make of our opportunities for prepration. And here {ct 
us make apauſe,and each one ſeriouſly and 1m partially examine him. 
ſelf whether he be prepared for the Maſter s coming, or not. While 
finners are lying aſleep in fn, and remain in a Chriſtleſs and nucon- 
verted ſtate, it is certain they are neither prepared for. death. Or 
judgment. Therefore, if you are now prepared, the Spirit of the 
Ford has awakened you out of fleep, and cauſed you to ſee aur | 
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guilt and danger. You ſaw yourſelves lying on the very brink of 
deſtruCtion, -and you: were {truck with horror and diſmay at the 
view of- your dreadful ſituation. You ſaw yourſelves under the 
curſe of the law, and expoſed to-the vengeance of an offended God: 
You could no longerrteſt ſecure, but began in earneſt to ſeek de- 
. liverance: The thoughts of death and judgment were awful and 
terrible, and you: were-aCtive and diligent in the. uſe of all: the 
means. of grace, that you might be- prepared for that uncertain hour, 
when you muſt. ſtand. before Grod. © But you found. that ail your 
doings could make no: atonement for the leaſt fin-z and the- more: 
you ſtrove, the more deſperate your caſe appeared. At length you- 
were thoroughly-convinced, that you. were altogether. wretched and 
helpleſs in yourfelves, and if ever. you were. ſaved, it muſt be en” 
arsly. owing to rich mercy. and free.grace. This humbled your 
proud iprrits,, ſtripped you: of ſelf- righteouſneſs, and: brought you 
down to the duſt. "Theſe painful views of man's-loit ſtate, and' 
thele. longings and pantings after help and ſalvation is a conſider- 
able ſtep towards a due preparation. for the hour of death and the: 
day of judgment. But if the-man goes no farther,, he will never-be 
ready for one or the other. | 
It therefore you. are now prepared, you have proceeded. farther. 
Wiwe'you lay ſtruggling under thoſe humbling views of your loſt. 
and helpleſs condition, the Spirit of God enlightened you to diſ- 
cover the fulneſs and all. iufficiency.of the Redeemer's righteouſneſs 
to make an atonemeut for your guilt, and to reconcile you to your 
ofended Sovereign. You ſaw that Jeſus Chriſt was a complete 
dayiour, and juſt ſuch an,one as you.needed. For he had magnifi= 
ed the law, and made Roebale=® the and. ſatisfied the demands of 
juitice, fo. that God might be juft, and the juſtifier of. all that be 
leve in him. Hereupon you reached after him as all your ſalvanions. 
and the only centre of your hopes. You. deſired to reſt upon him 
alone, to ſave you. from the guilt, the power, pollution, and all 
the conſequences of fin, And. God, in his own-good time, did en- 
able yOu to receive and reſt upon Chri/f Feſus the Lord, by faith 
alone, for ſalvation, as he is offered in the goſpel. You took. him 
5 the Lord your righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and in conſequence 
of this, you found reſt to your ſouls. You had peace within, and 
the Jove of God was ſhed abroad in your hearts, and you coutd, 
more or leſs, rejoice in hope of the glory of God.- The fruits of 
this your. faith gave evidence -of its ſincerity. by an inward change 
of hexrt and affections, and the hotineſs of your outward walk and 
converſation. ade al de. 
Finally, Tf you are ready for the Maſter's coming, you are {till 
Watching and praying, and abounding in works and labors oi-love,- 
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Your faith purifies your hearts, ſo that you abhor all ſn, interna] 
and external, and herein do you exerciſe yourſelves to have alwavs 
a conſcience void of offence towards God and man. You endea- 
vour to keep ' your loins girded about, and your \ights. burning, 
© 11ke men that wait for their Lord, when he ſhall return from the 
« wedding; that when he cometh, and knocketh, they may open 
© to him immediately, And bleſſed are thoſe ſ<rvants, whom the 
« Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find thus watching”: | 

And now, the queltion is, ho among you, are thus prepared ? 
Can you lay claim to the character juſt detcribed ! —Who among 
you "make it your main cancern to be always ready,——and to fecure 
a happy immortality ?—Do you live as expeQants of eternity !— 
D> you live as it becometh thofe, who know that this world 1s not 
our home ? Does not your conſcience tell you it is ſafeſt ard-wiſeſt 
to awake to righteouſneſs” and fin not. and to give all diligence to 
be tound of God in peace, without, ſpat and blameleſs ? Or do you 
think it better, upon the whole, to live in ſin and ungodline{ſs—ta 
be ſaſhionably wicked, and to take the Jjead ir- debauchery and 1n- 
fidelity, than to cheriſh religious impreſſions, deny yourſelves, take 
up the croſs, and fteadily adhere to, and conſtantly foliow the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Which do you think will give you moſt ſ{atis- 


faction.in the awſul hour of death ? Which, will give you moſt 


eomtort and confidenes in the day of julgment? To heaven you 
eannot go. unleſs you be previouſly prepared for it, © without ho!t- 
* neſs no Man fhall ſee the Lord, and except ye be born again, ye 
«. cannot ſee the kingdom of God.” If you are ſaved, it mult beby 


the waſhing of regeneration, and the ren-wing of the HHhly Ghot 


—and 1t ever you £« eſcape the damnation, of hell, you muſt « re” 
© pent and be converted, that your fins may be blotted out, mn time, 
The work of ſalvation is grear and neceſſ;ry—and the time to do 
zt.in 1s thort and very uncertain, 'Fhere is but a ſtep between you 
and death ; your breath is in your noſtrils—time is on the wing 4 
the Judge 1s at the door ; eternity 1s near at hand. 'This day : this 
night your (oul may be required of you- Ani ſuppole it thould 
be thts night, are you prepared for it? If not, then would you be 
ngulied 1n the f] iming priſon of hell, waich rings w:th the doleful 
cries and horrid groans of miſerable ghoſts bound faſt in chains of 
darkneſs and everlaſting deſpair, And can you yet ſ}2ep it out Ty 
you: preſent dangerous fituation | What | when you know not- but 
the M:ſter of the houſe may come this Evening) Or at Midnight, 
at the Cock-crowing, or in the Morning, and find you ſ1-epings 
and your. dear ſouls be loſt —irrecoveraply loſt for ever and ever. 

But, I hope ſome of you, upon examination, have reaſon tf0 
conclude, that, by the grace of God, you are prepared for death, 
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and that day will not overtake you as a thief, or eome on by ſur. 


priſe. * If this be really ſo, it is a happy circumſtance, and calls 
for joy and thankfulneſs. Tf you have been brought'to renounce 


-all truſt and confidence in vurſelves: and to lean alone on Chriſt, 


as the rock of your ſalvation, if, by faith, vou are intereſted in his 
blood and- righteouſneſs, ane are renewed and fanCtified by his 
Spirit, you are habitually prepared for the Maſter's coming. But 
you are not to. reſt, here, as if you. had nothing more to do. , You 
nol {till watch and be ſober —putting on the breaſt-plate of faith 
and $4 and for an helmet the hope of faivation ; you mult ever 
be fewing to graw wn grace, and knowledge; and holineſs; you 
muſt keep your Joins pirded, and your lamps trimmed, and burn= 
ig; ; you muſt «take heed, leſt at any time your hearts be overchar. 

C ged with ſurferting and drunkenneſs and the immoderate cares of. 
« the world. and that day, after all, come upon you unawares.” 
For want of this vigtlance and care to be always 1n a itate of 2Qtual 
prevaratian, it 18 to ) be feared, that too many profeſſors are, like the 
wiſe virgins, ſurpriſed 1n a {leepy or ſleeping frame, at the hour of - 
death, and hurried over doubts and perplexnties into the prefence 
of the Judge. Therefore, «+ Wha: I ſay unto ene, | ſay unto. all, 
' watceh—PFor your know npt when the Maſter of the houſe tak 

Cat evening, at. mienigat, at the cock- -crowing, or in the morning; 
leſt coming ſuddenly, he find you ſleeping.” 

May the Lord bleſs theſe confjderations to your prof; t for J2* 
ke Amen. - | 
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«© F AM not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt,” ſaid St. Paul. 
| And what pity is It, that any one ſhould be aſhamed of it ! 
But, alas, nothing 1s more common, m theſe degenerate days.—— 
Men, who affect the moſt bold and audacious effrontery, who hav? s 
ſuch brazen brows. and whoriſh foreheads, that they bluſh nor at 
the moſt brutal abominations and thameful actions, find their braſs 
failing them, when they look at the goſpel ; they hang their ears, 
and give the moſt manifeſt tokens, that they are right down afha« 
| med of it. . How many young men and women, as well as others, 
do we often beho'd, inthitehuzch, ſo much under the pcwer aud 
influence of this evil ſhame, that they would bluſh, from ear to ear, 
to be ſeen upon their knees, in the houſe of God, or in the preſence 
of Chriſt, or appear to pay any ſerious regard to. the inſtitution 
of Iis goſpel. Hence they fit downs on the benches, in time of 
prayer, or lo!l/on the pews, /as if they intended to go to ſleep ; and 
_ they will gaze and ſtare, and whiſper and laugh, and pur on all 
the ſigns of inattention and unconcern in their power, ,whie tne 
facred and important truths of the goſpel are founding from the 
pulpit]. And when the ſacrament is to be adminiſtered, andthe 
ſufferings and death of. Chriſt to' be commemorated at his tavie, 
they bluſh at the inftitution, turn thei? faces from it, and fly out of 
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ſhamed of the goſpel of Chriit. You are aihamed to put yourſelves 
into any poſture, or thew any ſign, which would indicate, that you 
Paid the leaſt regard to 1t,\, When I behoid ſuch unworthy and } 
unſeemiy conduct in any of you, my young friends, it frequently 
reminds me of your parents and anceſtors, whom I have. ſo often 
ſeen on their bended knees, in thofe pews, where you fit and gaz® 


| 
the church, as if you had thrown fire at them-*All fuch are a- 
| 
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znd bearing that zwerd of Hfe with ſolemnity and attention flill as 
night, and often with tears in their eyes, which you, their degenerate 
offsprings, affect to treat with ſcorn and laughter, contempt and dif. 
regard. And yet, I dare preſume, they were as wiſe as you are, and 
lived in as much credit in the world as you may ever expect ta do. 
And {1H you are fo alhamed of that goſpel, which they- gloried in, 
that you wouid bluth-to unitate their example. 

And this altomiſhing bathtuineſs, fo prevalent among the gay ſons 
and daughters of this generation, is a main cauſe of hindering ſo 
many thguſands from berg benefitted by the goſpel and its inſti- 
tytipns:>, thank my God, that fince the commencement of my mi. 
niftry}in thts pariſl,,while many your of parents and anceftors were 
my hearers, the goſpel has been atrended with powerful effeCts to 
the ſaving eonvictiona and converſion of numbers, who are now 
with God in glory. They were not aſhamed of the £oſpel, —for, 
to the joy of their hearts, and the comfort of their fouls, tney 
had experienced. s faving power. 'The churches were always 
crowded, ſo that wings and palleries were added to make 
rom for the multitudes of conſtant attendants. ' I have had 
the fincere, heart-felt pleaſure - of ſeeing many. hundreds, at a 
ime, hanging attentively on the lips of their minifter, drinking 
n the balmy word, with apparent pleaſure and delight, —and ea- 
perly approaching the Lord's table. —I can truly adopt the ſenti- | 


d 


nent of the Pſalmiſt, and ſay— 


j Tis with a mournſul pleaſure mow, 


I think on ancient days, 
'y When to God's houſe did numbers go, 
id And a'] our work was praile. 
_ Rt people are aſbamed of {uch things 1ow, and thereſore. the 
word of the goſpel has no effect. ——Howerer I yet hope and truſt, 


ve have a ſmall remnant Teſt; that can fy, © Lam mot aſhamed of 
the goſpel of Chriſt : for it is the power of God unto ſalva.' 
'tion to every one that beheveth.' 
The occaſion of theſe words may be ſeen by adverting to the + 
bregoing verſes. The apoltle Sr. Pau! had often purpole1, within 
umſelf, to viſit Rome ; and he might have given out ſuch inti- 
nations of this purpoſe, as had reached the-ears of a number of 
lie inhabitants of that city. But as the apoſtle did not pretend to 
it his own maſter and director, but Jeft himſelf wholly to the will 
nd diſpoſal of him, who. had chofen and called him to the miniſ. 
ty, 1s purpoſe had been hitherto over-ruled. 3 His delay ro viſit _ 
lie brethren at Rome might give occaſion tor ſome to ſuppoſe, 
lit his not coming was the effeQ of fear or ſhame, Rome, at 
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that time, was the miſtreſs of the world, the /ear of wealth, grih. 
deur and pride, the re/ort of the learned and wiſe from al! quarters, 


and was governed by that mercileſs and bloody tyrant, Nerg, - All 
theſe were ind2ed diſcouraging circumitances, but not 4uthcient 


to daunt the heroic ſpirit/ of St. Paul, who counted not his very 


« life "dear unto himſelf, fo that he might finiſh his courſe with 

« joy, and the miniſtry, which he had received of the Lord Jeſus, 

%;to teltify the goſpel of the grace of God.” He never flacked his 
diligence, but ever puſhed forward, in the face of bonds ahd efAlice 

trons, unappalled and unmoved. Thoſe wao attributed the a poſ- 
tle's delay to cowardice,. knew but little of the ſpirit, by which he 
was actuated. He confidered himlelt as @ debtar fo the wbile and 

wnawiſe., And ſo far was he from being afraid of coming to Rome, 

on account of the circumitances mentioned, or any other. that he 
declares his readineſs, or defire, to preach the goſpel there, and 
though he was well aware, that the doctrine of-the croſs would 
meet with contempt from the philoſopters of that age and ey, and 

be accounted fooliſhneſs, yet he was nut afhimed of itz but glorked M. 
mn it, becauſe he knew, irom his own experience, .as well 4s from 
the. trans!orming effeCts it had had on thouſands, that * it is the 
© power of God wato falvation to every one that betieveth,” He 
well knew what ſalutary effeCts the goſpel of Chriſt would produce 
on all, that will receive. and cordially embrace it. He knew it 
to be the grand inſtrument, and fovereign remedy, found oi; 
and provided, by infinite wiſdom and goodneſs to fave loſt ſouls, Ml 
from fin and ruin. Therefore he was not o/aomed of the goſpel of 
Chriſt. AY | 

- In this view, the conveCticn 6f the text, with the preceding Ml 
verſe may be elucidated, by this ſhort paraplicale ; * As much a5 Wl | 
in, me 1s, I am ready to preach the geſpe! to you that are at Rome i | 
alſo—therefore let none aſcribe my delay to fear or ſhameu MW. 
preaching Chrift crucified in your city : for however it may be W 
deſpiſed or rejeCted by the learned Greets, or ſtubborn Fer, yec Wl 
am I ſo far from being aſhamed of the goſpel, oz the humble doc- 
trine of the crols, that I glory 1n it-for it 1s the power of God unto 
ſ2yation, I know it is ſo from my own experience, and/the migh: 
ty change it hath wrought in my own heart, and the ſame effects I 
have known it to have on thouſands, and it-is itil equatiy powerful 
to produce the" like effects on the wiſe, as well as uawile, it taef 
hear and receive it with a ſuitable diſpoſition. Faerefore; truit- 
ing in my Lord and maſter to pive eff2<t to his 0.1 word of grace? | 

IT am wihing, ready and defirous to preach the gatpel 14 you! ve 
?ropoits ———that feat of learning, power and wea.th.' 

In the proſecution @: the ſubject; Þ urb2.2to, thaw, 
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I. What is meatit by rhe 66ſpel of Chriſt. 
II Speak of its power in accompliſhing the ſalvation of all tak 
believe. 
NI. Point out the charaQter of thoſe who are on of it, and 
the folly and danger of being ſo, And 
IV. Make ſome Application, 
1, I am to ſhew what is meant by the goſpel of Chriſt. 
The general and moſt comprehenſive fignification of the word, 
Go/pel, 1s, good netus, or glad tidings. And the purport of this good 
- 3:ws may be ſummed up in this, « That God fo loved the world, 
« that he gave his only begotten Son,''* gave him to be our ſurety, 
* advocate, propitiation and atoning ſacrifice, to deliver us from 
« the curſe of the law, and the wrath. to come, and to. make way 
* for the juſtification of a ſinner, in perfea confiſtence with the 
Juſtice of God - or 19 the language of inſpiration, that God may 
be juſt and the juſtifier of him that beleveth. in Jeſus ; That 
Chriſt Jeſus 1s alſo the Ruler and Governor of his people ; and as 
fuch, he hath publiſhed laws, to which he requires our obec:ence, 
which Jaws he puts into our minds, and writes them in our 
1 WF hearts,” 
« In preaching the colpel the life, death, reſurre&i9n and a/cenſion 
0: Jefus Cariſt muſt be diſplayed, and the deſign of them unfold- 
a and applied. And together with zþ2/e' all other thivgs, which * 
tedid, and ſtill does $or the purpoſe of magrifying the Jay, making 
atonement for. in—fatisfying divine Juſtice, procuring the favor 
of God, ar nd a title to, and fitnels for heaven and everlaſting hap. 
pinefs 10 all that betieve. And moreover, to preach the gaipel, 1 ts. 
to pubi;{h and declare the great and precious promiſes of the co- 
renant of grace, made in conſequence of the {ubſtitution and Me- 
dation of Chriſt - to encourage and prevail on the moſt, atrocious, 
oitenderz to repent and return to their heavenly father, with at. 
aurance of pardon and acceptance z And that grace 1s provided, 
nd will be beſtowed on all, who return-to God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, to change the heart - and the Spirit of God ſhall be put- 
within them, and cauſe them to. walk in his ſtatures and Judgments 
to do them.'— Theſe things ſeen to comprize the ſum and ſubſtance 
of that goſpel, which is the power of God waro ſalvation to all that 
believe. No doubr, this would admit of much enlargement, but F 
laſten to the | 
il. Head. Here I am to ſpeak of the power of ahe goſpel 1 in 
eſeCting the ſalvation of all __ believe. 
L would not be underſtood to infinuate, that the mere words. of 
ie goſpel will effe& or accompliſh the ſalvation of any man Wea 


Wye 09 many ſtrzzing proofs to the CONtrary. How many ſcores 
A W 
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are there, in this pariſhy who have. heard the + words of the goſpel 


for. many years, who ite yet in the chains-of ſin, and as far, or Nl, 
Farther from ſalvation now, than thcy were*ten years ago! Ifthe | 
- goſpel.is rendered effeCtual -to the ſalvation of.any, it muſt be by 
\the power of God, accompanying the ,preaching thereof. And 
valeſs the ſpirit of the Lord'thall accompany the 4v4rd, the goſpel 
-will prove. but a dead letter, without any 'faving force or -enerpy. 


i. —_—. ——_ th FF _IIY is 


« Paul may plant, and Apollos water, (to- no purpoſe)-unleſs 'God 


hall give the increaſe.” But till the cofpel 1s the choſen and 


appointed-means-of ſalvation. And it is a weapon that has proved 
mighty,*through God, to the ſalvation of thouſands and millions, 


when all other means have failed.' Thegoſpel 1s the 'only remedy 
for man's 'miſery. The preaching of it has a direct tendency to 
Haſh conviation.on mHking, andto ſhew rhem that the 7 are wretch- 


ed and miſerable and.poor and blind anc naked. Why 1s a Saviour 
ſent.to ſave the world,.as the golpel Geclares, it man 15 not loſt ? 
Why-is'help laid-upon'one that is fo mighty, it man is not helpleſs ? 
Why does the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe with healing in b1s wings, 
1f-man 1s nat ſick nnto death without him ? W hy are pardon an 
peace andgrace and life ottered in the goſpel through the Mediator 
if man 1is.not a poor fallen creature, who has loſt the favour of God, 
and incurred his difpleafure, by guilt and tranſgreſſicn, -dead in 


 treſpaſſes and fins, and expoſed to death eterual ?—Uncdcubtedly 


this 15"the tate of man by nature. Sorrows, miſeries and ailap- 
pointments attend him, in this world—the grave 1s always gaping 
for him, and Ins body muft ſhortly moulder in the -duſt. 4nd 


as a ſinner, he 1s expoſed to every thing diſmal and deſtruQtive in 


the efernal word, to which he 1s poſting on the eagle wings of 
time, and-of which he, many times, has awful forebodings and 
fearful expeCtations. And where can any man, who is awakened 
to ſee WE feel his. ſituation, find peace or hope ? He finds nd re- 
ſources in| himſelf. He has nothing to atone for his guilt ; n0- 
thing to comfort him, or allay his fears—no refuge from the ſtor- 
my wind and tempeſt. —But when he looks to the gol pe}, he dil- 
covers ample proviſion to fupply all his wants, and ſilence every 
complaint.. Here: he finds that « God was in Chriit, reconciling 
« the world unto himſelf, not 1mputing their, treſpaſles.” Pardon 
and peace are proclaimed, che communications of divine grace. 
and mercy are promifed freely, without money and without price, 
and. eternal life and glory, purchaſed by Jelus Chriſtþ- and the 
influences of the'Holy Ghoſt to cleanſe the ſoul trom fin and pollu- 
tion, and to fit it for the enjoyment of God, the chief cood, here, 
and to. all eternity. Theſe are ſome of the giorious and heart 
reviving diſcoveries me by the golper. 0! Chriſt, ard they pow” 
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erfully operate to the cal6dien of every. one. that believeth. His: 


faith gives a ſubſtance and reality to theſe things. They. no longer 


appear tO him as matters of doubtful import, but unqueſtionably, 


certain, procured by: the. righteouſneſs of the Son of God, accord- 


ing to that' covenant of. grace, which. is ordered in,all- things and, 
ſure. And: have not theſe- things, when viewed together, a moſt. 
manifeſt tender.cy to promote our falvation, inaſmuch as they- dif+, 
cover both-our danger. and our  ATBEO Ye: Our tears are. alarmed, 
and onr hopes are encouraged 
As the goſpel is the . means "ut {alvation—and well adapted, Ins. 
its own.nature to-effeCt that end, ſo it is the means, which by the: 


power of God, 1s.actually. mate. effetual to fave every. one that; 


believerh: Whatever full and ample proviſions are made in the- 
coſpel for the falvation of ſrhners, and how well 1[o.ever it be adap= 
ted tothat end, yet, as hinted already, 1t-never. was, and never will; 


be effeftual to [ave one ſoul, unleſs it be accompanied.by.the pow- 


& of God. If the-weapons of-. our warfare are. mighty: to pull; 
down firong holds, and: ſubdue - the ſtubborn-. powers of human-. 
nature to- willing obedience, they. are; mighty. through God. "The-: 
goſpel 1s-not the.- eſficient, but the inſtrumeat , and faith, comes... 
by hearing it- It does not effeCt ſalvation by its owa power, but 


only as a means in the hand of God: In this view, I conceive that= 


the goſpel is the power of GoJ to ſalvation,. in-the. following, Mans. 


ner. 
1. Miniſters have a commiſſion from God to preach the -oſpet + 


of Chriſt; Accordingly they go out. and ſpeak to the ear of thew. 


hearers. They ſpeak oft =_ fallen and deplorable. ſtate of man by - 
nature and praftice—they point out. his guilt and:danger: and.pray 
him in Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled to Gad.—They ſpeak of the--, 
great mercy of God, in-providing a Saviour, and his willingneſs to. 
receive all that will return to him, through . Jeſus Chriſt.-— The 

alſo point out man's duty to-God, and the infinite obligations al. 


men are-unger to WI, and love, and ferve him.; and; they dil- 
courſe on all other important ropics, which the golpel Nappies” — 


The hearers hear what i3-ſaid, the ear takes.in what the lips of the - 
preacner. pronounce, and Covey it to the ugderſtanding.» But the . 
underitanding does not: Properly receive.and comprehend the.rruths . 


telivered. © "Che natural yan receiveth not the things. ofthe. Spi=,. 


\rit, they are fooliſhnefs unto him, neither , can-he know them, þe.. 
cauſe they. are ſpiritu!!: 7 diſcerned.” And what the underſtand: 

ing does, ina. meaſure co.nprehend, the will does not, chooſe. And.: 
hence it comes to: paſs, that though-the matter delivered. by the... 
ipeaker, is weighty, awful and: tremendous,, agd enough, one - 
ould think, to make the hardelt ghoſt 18 hell tremble ; yet a8 - 
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hearers fit unmoved, like ſtocks and ſtones, and regard it no more 
than the ſhaking of a leaf. Therefore, | 

_ 2, The Spirit of the Lord goes along with the word. The Spirix 
rides in the goſpel chariot. _« Recewe ye the 5pirit, ſaith the 
s, Apoſtle, by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith,” or 
th goſpel? The Spirit applies the word with hfe and power to 
the underſtanding and conſcience of the hearers—the truth flaſhes 
with awful power, light and conviction on the heart. Lne finner 
apprehends the weight and importance of the matter, and how in. 
timately he is concerned in it. 'The underſtanding being thus open- 
el to receive and comprehend the truth, an alarm takes place, and 
keen convictions of guilt and danger immediately ſeike upon the 
man. The ſoul is ſtirred up to ſeek for mercy and dehverance, 
Behold he prayeth. He prays with unutterable groans, and ftrives 
to flee the wrath to come, But ſeeing no way of efcape but »5y the 
help the goſpel ſupplies and offers, the underſtanding approves ot 
this way,. and the will chooſes it, becauſe 1t 18 merciful, gracious 
and neceſſary. 4A way that brings glory to God, and ſalvation to 
man:,,The ſinner 18 juſtified and fanctified in the name ef the Lord 
Jeſus and by the Spirit of God. It is by the power of the Spirit 
of God, that the word of the Goſpel was made aCtually inftrumen- 
tal to awaken the ſoul by conviction of fan, and then to beget faith 
in the heart, which unites-to Chriſt, and intereſts the believer in 
all the ſaving benefits of his death and paſſhon. And by the ſame 
power the corruptions of our nature are ſubdued, our hearts puri- 
fied, and tne. world, the fl-ſh and the devil renounced, and over- 
Come, 

I can only mention things briefly and imperſeQly, for time would 
Fail to. rehearſe the great and glorious effects, which are produced 
by means of the goſpel, and to point them ont, in their proper or- 
der, in the © conviction. convertion, juſtitcation, fanCQtification,' 
and final ſalvation of behevers, I ſay, « by 'means of the goſpel.' For 
it is the goſpel that God has choſen, and owns ang honours, as h:3 
anſtrument to gffe&t theſe purpoſes. * Thele ſalutary effects wo 
haveeen-and known to be produced, by preaching the goſpel in 
its purity, freenefs, life and power. But did you ever know one 
ſoul convicted for fin, and ſavingly converted-to God, by preach- 
ing morality, or ſpeaking in the moſt elegant firains of moral rect. 
tude and the fitnels of things. or, by recommending and. inculcat- 
ing the puriuit of a ſyblime and elevated virtue? I dare pronounce, 
you never did—and never willX We may pleaſe our blinded hear, 
ers, and tickle their ears, by diſcanting on-moral reitude and the 
beauties of virtue. but we ihall never benefit them by ſuch preach» 
ing># This honour, 25 I ſaid, God confers on the goſpe!, which 


4 wp a ds - 
- % ] 
dA _ 


, 349 
his own wile aad gracious Tontrivance for the ſalvation of loſt and 
helpleſs man. And this alone he makes eftectual to bring apoſlate 
fnners back to his favor and love, © Muſt it not then be extremely 
ſinful, fooliſh and dangerous, for any man.ro be aſhamed of the 
goſpel of Chriſt ? ' And this hrings me to the next head, where 

ITE. Tam to point out the character of thoſe, who are aſhamed 

of the golpe}, and the tolly 2nd danger ot being aſhamed of it. 

1. * All thoſe, who do not prictically own and confeſs, the poſ- 
pel, are athamed of it, What men are aſhamed of, they do not care 
19 own. But what they openly and practically confets and avow, 

of this they cannot be {aid to be aſhamed. * Whoſoever, /ays our 
« Lord, ſhall conieſs me before men, him will i confeſs before my 
; Father wm heaven.' An again, * Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of 
« me, and of my words, of him {hali the Son of man be aſhamed, 
© when he {hall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, &e.' 
(See Luke xii, B and 9 26.) Now that-this 18 a practical confel. 
for, 2nd not verbal merely, we learr from what the apoſtle ſays 
reſpeGting forve who profelicd to know God, but denied him in 
works ; from /ach, (iys he, rwrn away. The practice of men ſpeak 
Jouder and Rronger than their words; and therefore, it is Trom 
what they do, rather than from what zhey ſay, that 1t 15 tobe judged, 
and determined, whether they are aſhamed of the goipe! of Chriſt 
or not, Such as truly own Chriit, and ate not a{hamed of has goſpel, 
will eyer act in luch a manner, that all men may ſee that they are 
tis diſciples indeed. And ſuch as do not thus act, but deny Inm in 
practice, do not in reality confeſs him, but are aſhamed of him 
and his words, whatever they may fay. _ It 3s certain that every 
man and woman here, 1s either alhame41 of Chrift and the goſpel, ' 
iris not. There can be no neutrality in this cate. Let us then 
Inquire to which claſs we belong. If you practically own Chriſt, 
len a around you know, or might know, that your avowed pro- 
on is, that he is the only Saviour of the world, and that there 
6 no ſalvation in any other—that the goſps! contains the onley 
heme, by which ſinners can be ſayed—that you renounce all tryit 
nd confidence in your own works and doings of every kind, and 
tan wholly on his blood and righteouſneſs, for your juſtification. 
n the Gght of God, and make /im the only rock of your ſalvation 
=that you delight m his law. and endeavour to ſquare your life 
nd converſation by his holy example and precepts ; that you dilie 
ently pray to and worſhip God, and wait.vupon him in ail his ordi. 
Mces, in public and in your families, that you make the care of 
Pur own fouls the one thing needful, and endeavour, after your 
Mity, to. be helpfa' to the ſouls and bedies of others. - iz this 
ur charaQer ? Do your neighbours know that it 1s ſo ? Ii fo, 
&n 12 3s evident you are not athamcd to own your Lord, but open. 
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ly and avowedly profeſs him and his'gofpel. But if this is not the 
caſe, it is as evident that you do: not truly confeſs him but: are a, 
ſhamed of him and his words. Hy? that zs nat awith mey 1s regain} me. 
To live ir. comformity to the doQtrines and precepts ot the goſpel, 
1s the only fatisfaQory proof, that we are not aſhamed of it. How, 
ever ſtrange ir may appear, yet it 18 a fact, that many 'wii] bold'y 
profeſs the goſhel, in words, and warm'y contend, or difpute, for 
the truth of ir. who, when put to the teſt, are- aſhamed of it. - All 


their warm contention Tor the goſpel, 1s but falſe fire, kind!ed at 


the a'tar of their own pride: and vanity. Tis indeed Inghly and 
truly commendable, to ſpeak, with boidnels, in the cauie- of God 
and truth, and it is very p'eafing and acceptable, in the fight of the 
Lord, when it proceeds from-pure and humble zeal, begotten by 
faith and love. - But when 1t takes us rife from paſſion, pride, or 
ſelf.concett. it 18 all unhallowed fre, unacceptable to God, and: 
very conſiſtent with being aſhamed of that goſpel, which we ſeen; 
ſo furiouſly. and boldly to defend, For all confeſſion of: goſpel 
faith, without a goſpel life, is not: owning Chriſt, but our own dear 
ſelves. Self and pride, pation and. intereit may inſyire a man, with. 
boldneſs, to ſpeak for the goſpel, but if he is not carefut to-live in 
it, and ſhew his regard for it, by felf denial, taking up* the croſs, 
and following Cariſt in a pure and holy life. and converſation, all: 
is nothing to'rhe purpoſe ; [+ is alhamed of the goſpe! of Chriſt: 

2. «f]>is aſhamed of the goipel, who. does not endeavour to- 
«recommend it to the world,, and ſpread it abroad for _the-com. 


«© mon welfare, and glory of the R-deemer.” Many people: ſeem. 


to have great dread of appearing too oftentatious in matters of re. 


ligzen. They dot! t want to: make a. flow, but are for keeping 


their reh2100 to. themſelves. Hence inſtead of. reproving fn, 


they are filent—and faſhion their behaviour as agreeable to the 


time and company as they can. But farely ſuch people have for. 
yotten the: precept of Notes, <* Thou ſhalt in any wife rebuke thy 


© neighbour, and not ſuffer fn to be found upon him ;?? and the 


admonition of our Haxviour, 4 Let your light fo ſhine be fore-men, 
© that they may lee your good works, and glorify your Vather, 
« whos in heaven.” You may pretead prudence, or what you 
w1 1, but ſhame ies at the bottom of it; and you are ſtrangers to! 
a goſpel ſpirit. Everyone who is not aſhamed of the goſpe;, will 
not fail to uſe kis influence, be it little 'or much, ir promoting and 
enlarging the ſpread of z/ 1n the world. As IN 

3. « He that is aſhamed of rhe goſpel, 15 apt to be aſhamed of 
« heing cxught 1n company of any of the Redeemer's humble fol. 
« lowers, efpecia'ly 1t their ſtation 1n life 1s poor and mean. and 
© they are deſpiſedin the wor'd, for their humble and telf denied 
e conformity to the goſpel” It was thame, I aporehend, that con 
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tributed a conſiderable ſhare to Peter's denial of hi is Miſter. 
Whereas, the true confeſſor of Chriſt is one, 


Who vice, in all its pomp and power, 
Can treat with jutt neglect, 

And piety, though cloth'd in rags, 
CEOAuy reſpect. 


When you hear the Character of humble Chr; TI traduced 


their names caſt out as the offscouring of all things 3 ' though you. 


don't believe a word of all the flinderous and evil things laid to 
their charge, yet, are you not aſhamed to ſtand up ia their defence 


leit you ſhould appear to favour © that fe, which 1s every where - 


«ſpoken agunft ? You therefore diſown them, either by ſilence, 
by approving ſmile, or by joining the general outcry 2gainſt them. 
You are aſhamed of them - 
caſhion, may apply in this caſe 3 © Inaſmuch as ye have done it to 
Cone of the leaſt of theſe, my [pumble followers, ve have done 1t 
unto me. Many more particulars mighc be added to, point out 
thoſe who are aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, but theſe, for the 
preſent, muſt ſufhce. 
The folly and danger of this e: i/ /bame mult be ſo evident to every 
thinking man, that I need not ſpend much time in difcanting upon 
it, If the goſpel be the contrivance of infitite wiſdom, and the 
; | only expedient found out, and provided for the ſalvation and hap. 
pineſs of a fallen, ,wretched and miſerable world—then certainly it 
muſt be the Height of folly and madneſs, for fintui creatures, for 
whoſe fake it was prepared, and provided, to be aſhamed of it. 
\ngele, though leſs intereſted, look, and pry into this glorious ex + 
ploit of goodneſs, wiſdom and mercy, with adoring wonder, and 
ſhall we be aſhamed of appearing to pay any ſolemn attention to it f 
Angels ſhouted at the Saviour's birth, and ſung thefe heavenly 
rains, + + Glory to God in the higheſt, and on carth peace, good. 
' will to man'—and ſhall we be aſhamed of his dear nz2me, who 
has purchaſed 231! the invaiuzble bleſſings the goipel contains and 
ofters, by his ho'y life and ignominious death onthe paintul croſs ? 
aſhamed to own that we are his Giſciples—afhamed to be thought 
'0 pay 'any ſerious regard to his word and ordinances ? Can any 


"anger, 1n bettaying the intereſts of the Redeemer, through ſhame, 
mh ſhunning the company.of any. becauſe they belong-to him 7 Is 
tie Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Son of God. an object of ſhame? 


the great ſalvation from hell and eternal ruin, I Eich he offers, 


o 


F1 nnoceat, 1s 1t fate to do this r Ic come 


and what Chriſt ſaid, on another oc- ' 


thing be more fooliſh. finful and. dangerous ?—ls there no fin, no” 


Worthy of being treated with ſcorn and contempt ! > L;at rational, 13 


= 
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IV. To make Tome. 


APP 3 1'C A: T-4.:07N. 


I hall 8pply the ſubject, 1 By way of Examination, 2. Coavie. 
con, and, 3. Exhortation, ; 
1: By way of examination. From what hs been ſaid, you are 
furniſhed with materials to examine yourſelves and dcide, whether 
you are aſhamed of the goſpel cf Chriſt, or not. Quly recolle& 
the character of ſuch, as are aſhamed of ut, as delineated, under 
the laſt head,, and you may ſoon puſh the matter to a certain iſſue, 
Indeed, the whole may be Com gr!:2:d 1n this one Tentence, * If you 
do not live in the goſpel, and endeavour to form your practice and 
the tenor of your converſation, on that ſacred model, you are, un- 
doubtedly, in the black liſt of thoſe, who, 1n a ſcripture ſenſe, are 
aſhamed of it.' This comprehends all, who hve in the iaward love 
—outward practice—or ſecret '1ndulgence of any known fin-—all 
- {wearers—liars—drunkards —.fornicators—.adulterers —.extortion, 
ers-—rallers —backbiters—ſlanderers, and ſuch like. -It includez 
alſo, all ſuch as live in the omiſhon of known duty tO God and man. 
All who neglect, or cardlefsly attend, the ſacraments and ordinan, 
ces of the Goſpel.-———-l might be more minute and particular, 
but this mult ſerve, at preſent, for you to examine yourſelves by. 
And now, let conſcience determine the queſtion, « Who among you 
axe aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſf —and who not ?' 
I hope there are ſome here, whoſe conſcience bears you witneſs, 
in the Holy Ghoſt that you are not aſhamed ro own your Lord 
and his humble followers, however poor, mean and deſpiſed th6y 
may be in the wor'd, And you have an inward teltimony, that wn 
implicity and godly ſincerity you have your converſation in the 
world ; that you cleave to Jeſus, at all adventures, and make hin 
the ſole rock of your ſalvation. His word is precious to you, and | 
you are conſtant in your attendance on the inititutions of re}1g1ony 
and. in approaching the table of the Lord, You are not without 
temptations to ſhame, and you may feel more or lets of it on vart- 
ous occaſions —but you do not give way to it, but oppoſe it, and 
bythe grace of God avercome it, ſo as to puſh on in the path of 
dury and ſelf.denial, in ſpite of it. If notwithſtanding all tempta- 
tions to ſhame and a'] oppoſitions from the world, the fleſh and the 
devil, you take up the croſs, and live as becometh the goſpel. there 
js all the reaſon in the world to conclude, that you are not under 
the domir1on of that evil ſhare, which is the ruin of fo many thol- 
ſands, But as I fear the great majority, among you, cannot 12) 
claim to this charaCter, but are aſhamed of che goſpel of Chrizt-" 
4, *<1-\. et its 
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2. To ſpeak ſomething, by way of conviction, that if poſſible, 'I 
may make you ſenſible of the felly and danger of your conduct. 

1. Confder, my friends, who and what it is, that you are aſha- 
ed of — You are alhamed of him, who was not aſhamed of you, 
when he juſtly might. As men, you ire but as worms to God, 
and as ſinners you are vile and pollu'ed. And yet Chriſt was ſo 
far from being aſhamed of you, that for your ſake he Jeft his native 
heaven, and threw aſide the glories of his exalted ſtation, took 
upon him the form of a ſervant, lived an afflited and perſecuted 
life here below, and offered himielt a ſacrifice to- divine juſtice, 
which you. have provoked, and humbled himſelf, and became obe- 
dient to the painful and ſhametul death of the croſs, in order to 
deliver your miſerable fouls from death eternal. He hid not his 
face from ſhame aad ſpitting on our account. — And ſhall we, after 
all that he has done and ſuffered ſor ue, all the ſhameful indigni- 
ties he ſubmitted to, and his wonders of love and mercy, be atha« 
med of him ? O the fin, folly, danger and madneſs of ſuch a 
conduct | Be aſtoniſhed,, O heavens, at this ! It is barbarous, it is 
worſe than diabqlical ingriatitude. 

2, Conſider that the gofpel 1s the power of God unto ſalvation, 
the main inſtrument which God-uſes in effeCting the ſalvation of 
ail that believe. And do you not ſtand in need of ſalvation ! Has 
not ſin expoſed you to the. curie of the divine law, and all the mi- 
ſeries of hell 5 Have you not Joft your title to heaven and all its 
unwithering joys ? You are delititute of every good, ſuitable to the 
ſpiritual nature, large Capacities and unbounded cravings of your 
immortal ſouls ; and if you' are not relieved and ſupplied in 
time, you mult famiih in reme\Uileſs want to all eternity, dwell 
In everlaſting burningsgftee] intolerable torments, amidſt devils 
and damned Ghoſts and with them ſpend a long, long eternity, 
in pain, torture and deſperation. 'Fhis is your caſe and doom, 
unleſs you obtain 1ilvation now. Now the goſpel contains the 
zlal tidings of ſalvation, and is a complete remedy equal to your 
miſery. It offers you a title to the favour of God ; the joys of 
heaven, and a deliverance from hell and all the dire conſequences 
of fin. And 1s it not the efteQt of amazing ſtupicliry, in you, to be 
alhamed of it, and aftect to pay no more regard 10 it, than if it was 
the moft inſignificant /egend in the world ? Mp Et 

3. That which readers your fin the greater, is that you profeſs 
to believe the goſpel. Should you make a public decliration, and 
tand to it, that you do not believe the goſpel, your conduct would 


Chriſt died for our offences, and roſe again for our juſtification, 
lat there is a heaven aad hell, and that Gianers, who live aud die 


=> 


not appear fo . unaccountable. - Bat to profeſs" to believe, that: 
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"without an. infereſt in Chriſt, and before they are polſeſſel of the 
graces of the goſpel. muſt burn in hell for ever and ever , and'yet 
to be aſhamed of the goipel, What fin, what iolly !—words tail tg 
expreſs it. 
| 4, Had you ever experienced the ſaving power of the goſpel 
on your own hearts, you would not be aſhamed of it, Your be. 
ing aſhamed of the goſpel then, plainly- proves that you have tg 
- part-nor Jot in its blefhings. St. Pau! had known its ſavirg power, 
and therefore he was ready tu preach 4:, even at Rome. Cariſ 
| will never ſave thoſe, who are aſhamed of him. Th-y that honguy 
m2, faith he, « I will honour ; but they that deſpiſe me {hall be 
. lightly eſtzemed.' O poor, milerable fouls, to whom Cariſt ig 
. now ſtretching out his hand, hut you hide your faces from him, 
and regard him not, a day 1s taft. approaching, when he will laugh 
at your calamity and mock when your fear cometh, then will vou 
. call upon him, but he will not hear ; you wili ſeek him, but ſhall 
not find him. | | 

Laſtly. Remember and bear in mind what our Lord has (:id 
with regard to luchas you. * Whotoever {ha'l be aſhamed of- me 
© and of my words, in this adulterous and finful;generation, of him 
£ ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when he cometh in ihe glory 
C of his Father, and with the holy angels.' O Sirs, what will you 
do when death ſhall trend your fouls from -your bodies, when the 
world and all your vain and fintul companions have left you, Q 

what would you then give for that Chriſt ani ſi'vation, which you 
now deſpiſe ! When the judgment 1s ſet, and the books are open 
ed and you are ju''ged and condemned to everlaſting ſhame and 
contempt, do youthink you wil eſteem Chriit and his goſpel then 
at you do now ? And why will you not confider and judge of 
things now, in ſome meaſure, as you will then? If you will nos 
own Chriſt, and preCtically confeſs him, he would then ſtand be 
. tween you and danger ; but otherwiſe he will give you up to the 
Juſt puniſhment you deſerve. 'Fheſe confiderations might be ſuf 
ficient to convict you of your fin, fol y and Janger in being afha 
med of the goſpei of Chriit. I come now to conciube all, _ 

3. With a word of exhortation. And now let me afk vou, wha 
3s your preſent purpoſe and refolution ? [)9 you mean to tre 
Chit and bs oipel, as you have hither:9o, done ? O God forbid 

42t notLyour Miniſters, who wiſh an3 pray for your weliare 
and would do any thing in their. power io fve your precious ſoul 
riſe up 1n_ judgment againit you, and condemn you-x/ For ti 
Lord's ſake, put not this difagreeable buſineſs upon me. In 

little while, we mult all be brought to the bar of God. 1 mu 
give an account of ny preaching, aud you of your hearings 3 


» 

_7: 
the improvement you have made of your goſpel privileges. And" 
ſhould the Lord ſay unto me, at that day, ©did you watn theſe 
L fnaers, who once at'ended your minltry, did you ſhew them 

6 waat taey were by nature, did you point. QuUrt their dariger and. 
« tell them wheat Chrilt bad done to-fave them, what need t >y had. 
+ of hum, and the dreadtul conſequences of neglecting him ?” Muſt 
I not auſwer, Lord, | did warn them, and told them of al: theſe. 
things, 2* plainly, 2nd enforced them as pungently, as I cculd ; 
ni thou knoweit, O Lord, that I would have gone down upon 
my knees betore thern, had 1 thought it would have prevailed, L 
in:re.ted them, even, with t2ars, to conſider theſe weighty concerns 
—but they. would noi colilider, they va ued the toys and triflin 
yanities, and fl-eting p eatures of the world more than Chriſt and 
the ſalvation of theiz ſouis. Yea, they made light of Chriſt, and 
were athamed ot his goſcel,  O how ſad will it "bd with you to all 
eternity, thould you 0Lby ze Jour minilter to ſuch an anſwer. as this | 
| know rot what L. nigh ink, ofitthen, but this I know, accord= 
ks to my preſent teehngs, thac L had rather go. a thouſand miles 
for you, and tuifer ſcorn and reproach for your ſakes, I had rather 
by my grey hairs down. at your teet—— e:nbrace your. knees and 
pour our floods of tears, than that my preaching ſhould prove a 
favour of death uno. death, to any. of you, whom I ſo.dearly love, 
and be the means of your i condemnation, But if you. 
wii not hear, and lay to heart thele things now, and the. matter 
fhouid be brou, ht to that iffue at lait, the Lord Fudge between yu 
ani ms | have not deſired the evil day, the Lord knoweth. 

i Bur if the goſpel of Chriſt be the power of God to ſalvation, —- 
if it is the only remedy for man's milery—if. it offers pardon to the 
guiity fſanCtification ro the- ilfhy—the favour of God and life e- 
ternal tall who obey it, might aot all exhortations not to be alhamed 
of it, appear quite needleſs ? — But here is the cale, that it maſt be 
conteſſea, -and ought never to be denied, that the goſpel requires 
all its true profelſars s, tO deny themſelves and take-up their croſs, . 
and follow Chrilt, DChis, to a pleature loving world, is ahard lay- . 
mg—they cannot heky it. But had you not. better bear the croſs 
ns for a tew days, than bear the wrath of God, and ſuffer the 
vengeance 07 Seal tice * —Had you.nor better deny yourtelves of 
fo carnal  gratzfications, which perilh in the uling, than to be 
{tripped at laſt of every comfort, and have not to much as a drop 
of water to cool the tongu?, whei you are tormented in the flames 
of hell ?- Flad you not "better follow the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and 
aflociate with the {aints, the excellent ones of the earth, and ſuch 
as fear God, and woik righteouſneſs, now. than to be driven from 
the preſence of God the Saviour thea, and the company of laiats 


— OO RVs 


fo wg 


e 
J 
u 


356 
and ange'ss and take up your everlaſting abode among devils and 
miſerable ſouls, in their flaming dungeon beneath, where ſhal! be 
weeping, and walling, and gnaſhing of teeth ? 

Remember, brethren, the time is ſhort, and the day of death, 
a” the day of judgment are nigh at hand. Trifle a few days longer 
and your trifling will be at an end. Behold! the judge 1s approach- 
ing | He cometh, he cometh to julge the world in righteouſneſs ; 
- —thouſands of angels are his attendant miniſters=he takes his ſeat 
on the throne of judgment—=the books are opened --and all nations 
are convened before him. The ſun is clad in mourning, the moon 
is turned into blood, the powers of heaven are ſhaken, arid the 
ſtirs fall trom the ſky. Whither now, O finner, will you flee 
from his preſence ? If you climb up to heaven, he is there, 1 you 
go down to hell he js there alſo. Tf you hide yourſe!f in rhe bot. 
tom. of the ſea, his all ſeeing eye will ſpy you there, and his ſtrong 
hand will pluck you thence. Appear you muſt before that briſt, 
of whom you are now aſhamed, and hear your eternsl doom from 
his awiul iips, « Depart accurſee, into everlaſting fire, prepared 
« for the devil and his angels. . 
_ DO then, let me beſeech you, for the Lord's ſake and your own 
Take, no longer be aſhamed -of the goſpel of Chriſt ſhut rot 


your hearts againſt it ; but turn to the Lord by repentance, 
and fly to the Saviour, make the J udge' your friend, leſt the lion 
of the tribe of Judah tear you in pieces, and there be none to de« 
tver you. da 
May God of his infinite mercy, bleſs what has now been ſaid, 
ops make it profitable to your ſalvation, for Chriſt Jeſus' lake. 
men, 0 


The end and devign of the sufferings, death and 
resurrettion of Christ. 


RoM. iv. $3, 


Who Twas delivered for our offences, and raiſed again jor our juſtification, 


HRONOLOGERS have hxed the date of this epiſtle to the 

4 Romans much later than ſeveral other of St. Paul's epiſtles 
to the churches. though, in the New Teſtament, it is placed in the 
front of all his writings. "The reaſon of this 1 18 ſappoſed to be, on 
account of its containing the moſt comprehenſive view of the pe. 
culiar and diſtinguiſhing doctrines and duties of the chriſtian re!t- 
gion, Herein is painted+ in ſtrong and ftriking colours, the guil- 
ty. wretched and miſerable ſtate of fallen ſinners, and the only way 
pointed out, by which /#ch can obtain acceptance with God, and 
be juſtified | in the fight of their offended Sovereign. Theie areun- 
doubtedly, matters cf the higheſt importance, and greiteit concern 
to mankind. 

After a ſhort introduction and a very affeQionate ſalutation, the 
great apoſtle makes mention of the excellen:y and power of the 
goſpel to effett the ſalvation ot men, and deronftrates, thzt the 
worid, Fea and Gentile, ſtood greatly in need of ſuch a ſcheme, as 
the goſpel exhibits, becaufe both the one and the ether were equally 
involved in guilt and condemnation ; © 21! had gone out of the WAY, 
and become abominable, | there was none. righteous, no, not one.” 
And conciuaes, from the premiles. that © by the deeds of the law 
no. fleſh tiving can be juiititied.” So that tnere was an abſolute 
neceſſity for all mankind of every nation and deſcription, to ſeek 
Juſtification and. ſalvation, by Jeius Chriſt, « whom God hath ſet 
forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood. And to con. 
vince the Jews, who were great ſticklers for the law of works, 
and ſeekers of juſtification by their own PECWYES; that juſtifi= 
cation by faith only was no ypſtart opinion, or nove! EPO LS but 
as old as the fall of es he thews that Abraham tumſelf, their 1)= 
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Juſtrious progenitor, of whom they ſo much boaſted, was juſtified, 
not by works, but by faith, 
Chis is the principal ſubjeC of the chapter, of which' my text 
13 the conc uſoa —The {criptures of the Ol4 'Feltament, which. 
the Jews had in their hands, clearly taught them, « "That no U=th 
ſhoutd glory 1n the preſence of God—d3yut, He chat glorieth, let 
him gory i: the Lord,” But, fays the apoitle, « If .' braham, were 
juſtihed by work3, he hath wverco? to glory Indeed, if any man 
upcn earth could haye been juil:fied by works, /brabam: was the 
por{on,--his character being fair, innocent, honorable and exem. 
. plary before men, And yet it evident from the ſacred writings, 
that he was not juſtihed by, works, tn whole, or-in part, and in 
this reſpect, he had nothing to'glory in- before Gad, For what 
faith the Scrip/ure, With regard to this matter f Abranam bilieved 
God, and it war accounted to him for 1ighteouſneſt. Fo the ſame 
purpoſe they. might read in the pſalms of David, who was ano» . 
ther of their :altrious anceſtors and worthies, where he deſcribeth: 
the {1 ſednefr of the man to whim God rmputeth righteouſriels Without 
wort's. And'that this is the way by which any ſinner, of any 
| Nation, CAN be juſtived, he argues jrom the 9th verſe and down- 
war:',, For we jay, lays he, that ftatth was reckoned, accounted, or: 
imputed, 7 Abraham jor righteou/neſr. The words reckoned, account - 
ed, unpuilcd are all of the {ſame meaning, and are literally the fame 
in the original Greek, throughout this chapter, where they are ſo. 
Trequent!y uſed 
Faith was imputed to Abraham for righteouſneſs. 

—Dut it may beziked, If faith was imputed for righteou neſs how 
-38-this confiſtent with our being juſtified by the zmpuatiun of the 
righteoutnel(s of Cariite I aniver,c-pertealy well. Every chriſ- 
tian wil allow, that the ©: 7go>teouſneſr of Chriyt, or what He hath 
gone and [oof ed, 13 the only meritorious cauſe of our acceptance 
with God, and being treated by tun as righteous, Now this righ” 
teouſneſs is the vr: Fo ovject of faith, | All true faith (I mean 
Joſtifying fa ith) h: aS the riguteouſneſs of Chriſt for its objet. And 
yet fart may be! i: tO bo rmnputed to us for / ghteou neſs —0r, as 
the words might more properiy.be rendered, 72 order tg our being 
uſted. or becoming righteous z it being the inſtrument, a 
we receive, and become; nceretted in the righteouſneſs of Chrill. 
- Mankind have been conſidered as all debtors ro the law and Jaitic? 

vf God; thus they ſtand charged in the book of God's account. 
What Chrilt has d-ne, in Falfs. lrg all righteouſneſs, and making 
ſaticja Fin to juſtice, is the only adequate fatisfaction by which 
the account can be balanced, But that we. according to.the tenor 
of the ;oſpel, may be eniitied to the > benefit of this, we mult be- 
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: Yieve :' and (then 1t' will be entered in the © brok bf - God's remem- 
' brance that 4ve are believers, and conſequently, having, by means 
of our faith, an intereit in what the Redeemer hath done and ſuf- 
fered, our account is balanced, we are diſcharged, and gracioully 
rewarded, as if we ourſelves had been innocent. or had paid the 
debt due, in our own perſons (See Doddridge on the place. ) 

- e proſecutes this {ubj<E&t'of Abraham's juitihcation by faithito 
the 934d verſe where he informs the Romans and us. that this 
"was wwriiten, not for bir jake alone, that it avs imputcd to him ; 
© But for us alſo, to whom it {hall be imputed 3 if we believe on 
© him that raiſed up Jeſus our Lori-from the Jead ;”” Even Teſs, 
the Lord-of glory. ++ Who was delivered for our offences, and rail. 
ed again for our juſtification.” 

In this text we are informed. that Chrit, our Redeemer, was 
delivere\l up to atone for our of -nces ; and when he had fully ſz» | 
15Hed the juſtice of God for them, he was raiſed again from the 
dead for our juſtification, © Here I wou'ld have you obterve.. that 
« when | ſay, Chrift ſully ſatisfied the joſtice of God and an«- 
«© {wered the demands of the law z my meaning is, the law of in- 
© nocency or covenant of works, and-that he did all that was nes 
c cefſary, amply and perſeCtly-to fecure- the hor:our of the divine 
« governinent, in the pardon and acceptance of penitent and be« 
c lieving finners: but I do not mean, the payment of the debt, 
© in ſuch a ſenſe. as that our engagements to«holineſs fhould be 
« diſpenſed with, or 11 any degree weakened, .or our obligation to 
© the free grace of the Father in/our ſalvation transferred or ener- 
© vated *'—— (See Doddridge in loc.) This 1s the ſenſe, in which 
I wiſh always to be anderſibod. when you hear ſuch expreſſions 
from me. I wiſh to do honour to free grace, and to the Redeem® 
er, by attributing to him as 18 juſtly due, all the,merit of our ſalva. 
tion, but at the ſame time to keep in continual view, our indiſpen*. 
ſ2ble obligations to! holineſs and good works, as they are required 
and warmly inculcated in the goſpel. Having premiled this obſer- 
vation, I proceed to proſecute the iubject in the following mechod, 
according to the. order of the text, which divides into two parcs, 

T. That our Lord Jeſus was delivered for our cffences ; and, 

IT. He was raiſed again for our jullification. 

IL. I ſhall make ſome application. 

]. That eur Lord Jeſus was del;vered for our TEN 

| Here we may be led to conſider two things. 1.5» him ne Was | 
delivered, and what he was delivered iv. 2. For what he was des 
hepa Ye 

By whom he was delivered. That the $91 of man was to be 
tic up into the hands of men, and unto the Gertues, the Pro- 


500 


CT __D”_— — — IE 
,* 
- = 
=_- = Y 5 
a 
= 
= . 
= 
4 
= 


* - « (_- —— - -_ PP SIR _ iy -—m 
. ap<anp __—_—__—__ ——— —C._— 
: # 
. 
.* 


C0 te him according to #herr will. 


phets had f6retold; and the ſ.iime was-mentroned by h:m/elf, more 
t1an once, during the courſe of his minittry here on eirth, and ſome 
time before it came to paſs. The Jo of man, laid, /Þ ul by aeltyeret 
into the hands of men, Luke 9, 44. +nd agiin, chap. 18, 32, Hz 
ſhall be delivered unts the Gentiles, But by whom was he delivered 
up ? I anſwer—He was delivered up by his Father. Go: /pared 
no! h:s en S5n, but delivered him up for us all, Rom. 8. 32, And 
Ads 2, 23, we are informed that he-was del:v-red by the determinate 
courſe. and for e-knowledge of God. He was ordained as a ſacrifice to 
divine juſtice, and hence he is ſaid to be, © The Larab flain from 
the foundation of the world,” Rev. i3. 8; But it was Judas one 
of his diſciples, who was the principal agent. by whom his Lord 
and maſter was betrayed, and cCiivered up to the chef priefts and 
e ders of the Jews, and by them he was dehvered up to Plate, the 
Roman Governor, and Pilate delivered. kim up to thenz again, to 
So that Jeſus was delivered up 
by his Father, by Fudas 1/cariot, by the £17 priefis and elders of the 


Jews, and by ' Puate the Roman governor. And it may be added,. 


in one fenſe, that ſeſus delivered up himſelf ; for 't was evident, 
from what aCtually happened, that all the powers of earth and hell 
could not have apprehended him, without his roluntary conſent. 
He could have commanded more than twelve legions of a; gels. to 


_ defend him from the rude afſaults of the Soldiery and the blind, en- 


raged mob He could have cruſhed all his enemies, by his own 
power alone, and ſent them to death aail hell, by the breath of his 
mouth. This appears, from the powerful effect even a meek word 
of Iiis had vpon the multitude that came, with ſwords and ſtaves, 
for to take him. «* When Jeius ſaid unto them, [ am he, they went 
© backward and fell to the ground.” So true was that witich he ſaid 
{ I lay down my life of myleif, no man taketh ic from me, but | 
« Jay it down of myleif.” TONER Ds 
But what he was delivered to ? He was delivered to /hame, sorrow, 
and trouble, /uffe' ings, and death. TI ſhall ſpzzk a word to each. 
1. Shame. Jeſus hid not his face from ame and ſpitting. 
Shaine is taken for /cors, deriſi>a and contempt. In all theſe reſpects, 
- was, Chriſt expoſed to ſhame. + He was deſpiſed and rejeCed of 
* men, He was deſpiſed,” and held in no eſteem, but ſcorned and 
 contemned. tHe was derided, both by the Phariſees and rulers 
of the people, and was laughed to ſcorn, He was ſtripped betore 


a multitude, nd thus expoſed to ſhame, while he bore the trial of 


cruel mocking and fcourging : and then arrayed in mock: majelty, 
.* ÞF. . © Tk 

with a purple 10be, and a crown of thorns unon his head! 'Lhus 

was Jelus ſcorned, derided, and treated with the utmon contemp*, 


as the*meanelt, vileſt and moſt contemptible being inathe un” 


verſe. 
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2. He was delivered up to forrow and trouble. «© He was a 
© man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief.” Sorrow and grief 
were his conſtant companions from his cradle to the croſe. So that __ 
it has been ſaid of him that he was often ſeen to weep, but never once 
to laugh. If we conſider the petverſeneſs and wickedneſs of that 
generation, among which he ſojourned, we muſt conelude that his 
ſorrows and afflictions were neither few nor ſmall.—-lf ptous men 
of old were grieved with the unlawful deeds of the wicked round 
about them, 1n the places were they dwelt, and were made to la- 
ment, Wo ts me that I ſojourn in Meſech, and dell in the tents of 
Kedar ; how. much more {ſenſibly muſt the ho'y and innocent ſoul 
of Jeſus have been affected, in beholding the manifold follies and 
ſins of men, and in hearing their blaſphemous language, and pro- 
fane converſation, whereby diſhonor was done to God, and guilt 
and deſtruction were brought on their” own ſouls ?—I know that 
men, who care little for religion, and the: honor of God, or for 
the welfare of their own ſouls, and the ſou s of ethers, ſee little 
cauſe of ſorrow and trouble, on theſe accounts. But every true 
Chriſtian is ſenſibly aﬀfeted with ſuch things, and can, from what 
he feels, judge, in ſome meaſure, how the heart of Jeſus was pier« 
ced and wounded, at ſeeing and hearing the wicked lives and con= 
yerſation of mankind, in that day of his abode on earth —Who 
can tell what he felt when he poured out a flood of tears over that 
miſerable, ungratzful and rebellious city, and cried out, « O- 
( Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſton=. 
( eſt them that are ſent unto thee, 'how often would I have gath«. 
( ered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
' under her winys, and ye would not. 1i thou hadſt known, 
' even thou, atleaſt in this thy day, the things which belong to 
( thy peace z3—but now they are hid ſrom thine eyes.” His love 
and pity to mankind could riot fail of making him exceeding for- 
ry, to lee them deſpiſe their own mercies, rejet the counſel of 
God, and increaſe their final condemnation, by chuſing darkneſs, 
ather than light. | Is 
| Not to mention the trouble arifing from the contradiQtion of fin» 
"ters, and many other affliting circumſtances in his life, I would. 
-call your attention -to ſome of the laſt ſcenes, which, beyond All 
 ubt, are ſome of the moſt gloomy and diltreſlingy- that ever were: 
ated on the nature.of man. A little before his death, as if he had. 
tever known any trouble before, the evangeli# telis us, He begarr 
to be ſorrowſul, This was the hour and power of darkneſs. Now 
the malice of men, and the rage of devils break forth againſt him, 
n all their might and fury ; while the wrath of God agaiaſt che fin 
ind rebellion of men, whoſe uo he was, lay, with the weight 
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of mountains, heavy on-his ſoul Such ſeas'of. trouble overwhelm. 
ed- him, that: he. cqmplains, even to his drowſy followers, * My 
< foul 15 exceeding forrowful, eve:yanto death.” Look yonder, my 
brethren.-into that garden ——What fGght of pity—what ipectacle of 


3... To'ſpeak gf ſome of the {ufterings, to which the bleſſed ] a 
was delivered... Now,. he ſuffers in aponies; ſweat and blood: See 

him proſtrate on. the cold: ground-—hear the w-eping ſupphcationg 
of his innocent, xhough paſſive humanity. © Father, if it-be poſ. 
fible, let this cup pais from me,” O who can telly or what finite 
intell!gence can comprehend the paintul ingredients of that bittex 
cup | I: was not. the proſpect ot death, that was fo painful» and 
bitter, and which cauſed him to ſtruggle in agony, while a blood 
ſweat iſſued through all the pores of his ſacred body, till it fell in 
large drops to the ground, and all his garments were dyed red. He 
Had a more fad and diſmal proſpect than death :—He had aſſumed 
human nature, to bear the fins of many. The whole' «world, he ſaw 
lying in wickedneſs, ready to drop into the fiamee of heil: He ſaw 
their fins ike mountains riſe—the anger of God kindled at them, 
and the hand of juſtice lifted up—thetefore,. he, 25 the ſurety T 
bruiſed under the cruſhing weight. of our eniquittes, and. © the/ Ciiaf. 
tiſement of our peace is upon him... This 18 what L{atak, 1, the 
ſpirit of propheſy foreſaw, when he ſaid, «Who is this that cometh 
efrom Edom, with-dyed garments from: Borg, #. _ Wherefore 1s he 
« red in his apparel ? beth he treade:h the wiae-preſs alone, and 
6 of 'the people there'1s none to help him.” 


O vrhat a groan was there l A zTOAN not his, 
.. He ſeized our dreadiui right, our load ſuſtain'd, 
-: AO heave the mountain from a linking world. YoUNG. | 


Ty And now comes the laſt ſcene of his ſufferings, and deaths 
to which he was delivered. 

When he had gone away and Jour the third time, and had 
returned to his diſciples and awoke them, * Let us be going, lays 
E he, behold, he is at hand that betra yeth me.” . Judas mah 


ately approaches, with a multitude. Bn the chief. priefts and. 


elders, to take him. 'They.lay hans-ou him, and lead him away 
to:Caraphas, the high acieh ; where the ſcribes and elders were 
alſo aſſembled. Here he. is treated with every mndignity, which 
_ qaallice and cruelty could-invent... «+ They ſpat in his face, butiet- 


s.ted him, ith rods,” and fmote him with the. palms of theit | 


s: hands'—and judged him to be worzthy,of death, But as 1t Ws 
not lawiul for the "Jews tO put any nan to death, they bind the 
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beneficent hands of Jeſus, and dray him away, and deliver | tins 
| wp to Pontius Pilate, to be-fentenccd to death, at a Roman tribu- 
nal —Here again he is ſcourged by cruel and” unrelenting hands, 

tearing the tender fleſh with knotty whips, — the plowers plowed. 
up bis back,” making long their turrows. In this, piteous and 
mournful plight, 'Pilate, in -order to, move the compalhon of the 
F405 brings tamout to them, crving, Behold the man ! .Behold this 
miſerable {ituation, his head pierced with thorns, the blond, in-pur. 
ple ſtreams, trickiing down his ſacred temples, his face black with 
ftrokes, his hands bound, * ſo! that he! conld not wipe off the bloody 
which flowed down, and all his body mangled, rent and difcos 
loured by the tormenting ſcourge, : From the crown of his heady 
and downwards,” he is-one continued wound. Behold the man Q 
ye cruel, "hard: hearted Jews. will not theſe | /uffermgs allay your 
'walice, and appeaſe your rage? No, they itil! elamour tor more 
blood, and will be fatisfied with nothing leſs than nts lite.,-CGr uu. 
tify himy crucify him, 18.their unceafing cry. And Pilate delivers 
him, however unjuſt ani unmerited, to their. wilt | 
And now we are approaching to the laft ſcene of the, mournful 
tragedy. \ Though faint through. loſs of blood they lay, on his, 
own mangled ſhoulders, _ the heavy. cro(s, ,on which, he. 1s doomed 
| to: hang, and hurry him away-to execution. , .\nd now, . behold 
the dear Lord' Jeſus, tie compaſhonate friend of finners, preflea. 
beneath the enormous load. going throngh the gates of the city, 
and toiling up the bloody- ſteep of raount Calvary 1; But: being 
unable, through wearineſs and faintneis, .io keep pace with. their; 
auel eagerneſs to diſpatch,him, they compel . one S:m2n a'Cyrente, 
an, to-bear- the croſs after him. ' And having reached the funamit, 
they violently extend his hands and feet, and, through theſe. ten= 
der and finewy parts of the body, nail him faſt. to the tatal, wagd, 
and-lift him un betweenthe heayens and the earth, between two 
thieves, 25 'if he was the moſt notorious offender-ot the three. .—— 
B:hold, there, the 'Saviour-of manking, in this, attitude of agony 
and torture z hanging by his pierced hands, ti! pain itſelf over= 
comes the powers of. tis, human nature, and cauſes the: irnocent. 
loul to: diſlodge | Say,” Was ever pain, was ever love to be come 
pared to his I: There hangs all human hops, delerted oy every come 
fort, and every comforter : ſurrounded by. blood thirlty enemies, 
Vo mock the. paris through which he died, / hey ag their heads, 
3:4 liugh in ſcorn. No' beam of cheering light appears, . etther 
lrom earth or heaven, - - His own Father hides his face from him, 
which: extorts a loud: and bitter cry from. his burſting heart. _ 
Hark 1 do you nat hear, or ſeem to hear the heart rending accents, | 
My God, my Gad, why haſt thou forſaken me !' A cry, fo. 
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wonderful and aſtoniſhing to earth and fkies. makes the rocks to 
Cleave aſunder, and ſtrikes univerſal nature into a trembling con. 
ſternation. This ſuſpenſion of the light of his Father's counten, 
ance ſeems to be the very ſoul of his ſufferings. Till now,-under 
all he imdignities and tortures from men and devils, he was filent 
as a lambied to the laughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers 
1s dumb, /o he opened net his mouth. But to. be deprived of the vi. 
ſion of God, and the heavenly conſolations, which were wont tg 
fupport him in all adverſities, -—- was too aflicting and diſtreſſing 
{or his pure ar d holy ſoul to-bear in filence. 
after this he complains of thirſt. 7:hirfl, ſays he. A ſpunge 

blled with vinegar is put to his lips, and ſoon after, « He ſaid, it 
is finiſhed ; and bowed: his head, - and gave up the: ghoſt.” | No 
wonder that fuch a tragical and unparalleled ſcene ſhouls cauſe 
the earth to wake. the graves to open, rend the temple's veil, and 
clothe the ſu1 in mourning fo that midnight_covered the face of 
nature.  Sach conſternati62 21d diforder, at that time, appeared 
in the element and amcng the conſtellations, that a learned man 
in Greece, obſerving the commotian of the heavenly bodies, is ſaid 
to have exclaimed, Erthe: the God o/ nature ſuffereth violence, or the 
trame of the world 1s about 19 diffolve.*-—Thus have I given ſome 
imperfect iketch of the ſhame, lorrow and' trouble, ſufferings and 
death,” to which Jeſus our Lord was delivered. — I ſhajl now pro. 
ceed to ſhew, . FT oHros Thr "8 

- 2: For what purpoſe he was delivered ; of on what. account, 
My text informs us, - that it was for our offences. « He was deli- 
Cyered for our offences.” | 

'When we hear that great ſufferings, puniſhment, tortures, and 
even death have been inflicted on any perfon, it is natural for us 
to enquire into the reaſons' and: cauſes of theſe. Now though 
Jefus ' Chriſt never merited the leaft degree of ſuffering for any 
action of his life, for, © he-did no fin, neither was guile found 
« his mouth ;'. yet as he voluntarily ſubſtituted, himſelf in the place 
of {inners, who had apoſtatized from God, and ſubjefted them- 
ſelves to the curſe of the broken law, and the ſtrokes of incenſed 
juſtice, he hereby became' liable to the wrath of God: and-all the 
dreadtul effefts of his righteous indignation againft the fin and 
rebellion of fallen mankind *« He therefore bore our griefs and 
« carried our ſorrows. He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions. He 
« was bruiſed for 'our iniquities ; The chaſtiſement of our peace 
© was upon him, and by his ftripes we are healed. All-we like 
© ſheep have gone aſtray, ——a:;,d the Lord laid on-him the iniqut- 
© ties of us all, He bare our fins in his own body on the tree» 

+ Aut Deus natwe= patiilr, aut machinag mundi solvitur, © | : 
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c gave his hfe a ranſom for many, and taſted death for every 
man 
From theſe and many other ſcriptures, it appears evident, that 
whatever Chrilt did and ſuffered in the fle{h, was not for himſelf, 
but in our room and, ſtead :; and that he died to make an atone- 
ment for our offences. In another place, it is ſaid that Chriſt died 
for our ſins ; but here, that he was delrvered tor them, The apot. 
tle s deſign, by this expreſhon, ſeems to be, to lead , us up to the 
joutal cauſe, or ſpring of ali our falivation. Namely, the ſubilituti- 
on of the eiernal fon, in the place of ſinners, in the covenant. of 
peace, and the determinate counſel of God to give up the darling 
of [1s boom, to redeem -lolt fouls from death and everiaiting ruin. 
We were. great oftenders—our {ins many—tur guilt enormous, —— 
But Goa had deſigns of mercy to our fallen race. But mercy 
cannot triumph over Ged himſelf —or vent itſelf to the diſcredit of 
juſtice. Lf guiit 1s remittea—if fin 1s pardoned, and the finner 
juitihed, all mult be 1n perfect conſiltence, with the rights of juſ- 
tice, Hence we are afſured, by the facred records, that « without 
(ſhedding of blood, there 1s no remithon.* But the blood of bulls 
and of goats are not ſuthcient for this purpole, - they cannot | take 
away fin. Neither can any mere © man redeem his brother, or 
© oive 4 ranſom for his ſoul.” It mult. col; more to do this. There- 
fore our Lord Jewus Chriſt, who is God and man: united in otie 
perſon, undertook to mediate between God and his offending crea. | 


tures, .to' give © his life for their lite, -his blood for their blood— 
'and his foul for their ſoul,” | 


Behold me then | me for nim, lite for life 
I offer, on me to let thine anger fall ; 
Account me man - I for his fake will leave 
- Thy boſom, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him Jaftly die _ 


Well pleas'd, on me let DEATH wreak all his rage. MILTON. 


By his death. he hath made ſatisfaCtion for our gffences, and'* is 

( the propitiation for our fins, and for the ſins of the whole world ; 
To declare the righteouſneſs of God in the 1emiſhon of our fins ; 

i that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him which believeth 
'Gin Jeſus. That God ſhould be merciful to ſinners, ,and-faithful 
4. his promiſes to them, 1s nothing trange or amazing : But that 
he ſhould be juſt.in the pardon an4. juſtification of ſinners would 

| be wonderful indeed, had not the mylitery beep unfolded and clear. 
ed up to us, by the revelation of the- goſpel, wherewn we have an 
2ccount: of the propitiation, and atonement made by Jetus Chriit, 
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By'this glorious ſcheme, the juſtification of a believer becomes an 
act of juitice, as well as mercy, therefore we may adopt the apo. a 
tle's triumphant language and /fay, © Who ſhalFlay any thing to the £ ** 
© Charge of God's eictt ?: It is God that juitiheth: Who 1s he YI 
© thar-condemnetk ? Chriſt hath diet,” and paid the 'debt'as our | ® 
ſareiy— Chriſt hath ſairshed for onr fins, therefore God, 28a God IN .. 
of jaitice, carnot condemn, but mult acquit the behever who, by tf 
his faith, 1s/1ntereſted-in the atoning blood and righteouſneſs of 
the Mccator, © Juitice itſelf becomes the believer's friend ;* and 
the chriſtian Rands acquitted by juſtice, ''* Mercy and truth meet 
© togetHier ;/ righteouſneſs and peace kiſs each other,” in our jul. 
tification on this ground. Mercy gains a triumph, and fo does 
juitice 3 the firit in thewing pity and compaſhon to wretched man; 
the laſt by having ſuch ample honours paid, and ſatisfaftion made 
to its demands, by the blood and wounds, and groans and death 
_of a perton of minite dignity. 'Phus was Jeſus delivered for our 
offences. | | 
In vain then 60 we accuſe the treachery of Judas, the 'malice of 
the Jews, and the 1jultice of Pilate. Our offences were both the 
occaſion and impulive Cauſe of all kis ſorrows and ſufferings, 


"i were you my ſins, my cruel fins, 
His chief tormentors were, 

Each ot my crimes became a nail, BY 4 
Aad unbelief the ſpear. 74.5.9 W wr T0: 


It. The ſecond branch of the text it, He avas raiſed again for 
-//Th jult;ficatton, | 
Under this head, I ſhall briefly ſhow theſe three things. 
1. That Jeſus Chriſt did actually riſe from the dead. 
2. Nhatjuitikcationis gs and - | 
{. B$S. Shew what dependence our juſtification has on Chriſt's reſur-\, 
reftion. | Or how it wasy that he rofe agam for our juſtification. 
1. I am to ſhewy, that Chriſt did actually riſe frora the dead. 
The. reſurre&ion of Chnift, is one of the moſt important articles 
= of the Chriſtian faith ;-—for, fays Bt Paul, © If Chritt be not raiſed 
* your faith 1s vat, ye are vet1n your fins.* Accordingly, many 
learned, judicious, 2nd convviciag Ciicourſes have been written and 
puÞliihed, on this ſubject. to evince the reality of Chriſt's reſur: 
rection from the dead , in oppoſition to the caviis and objections of 
infidels againſt this article of our faith. It would be tedious to en- 
ter Mto a detail of the many arguments, which have been uſed on 
the ſubjeR, «nd perhaps it would be unneceſfary in this congrega” 
* tion, where, I truit,"plain: feripture declarations 'will ever. be the 


AS 
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moſt weighty and convincing evidence, to:decide 'nny point of di. 
vinity. whatever, | Now the fcriptures abound with piain and uns 
equivocal declarations on/thzr ſubjeft. A tew of which will [nffice, 
at preſent. -/*/% TOs 

Our Lord foretold, not only his death; bur 1: reſurrection before” 
it cane to paſs. He told his ditciples, {ai xx. 18.119: *«* The 
« Son of man ſhall be betrayed unto the chiet--prieits and ſcribes,” 
© and they ſhall condemn him to death —— And the third day 
© he ſhal) riſe again. Accorcingly, when-certain women, 'on the 
third day. went to the ſepulchre, where he was laid-atter his cru. 
cifixion, they ſaw an angel at the door of tae fepulchre, who to'd 
thera, « He 1s not heve, he « r7/cn + come, ſee the place where the 
© Lord lay.' ''The {ame truti: is frequent'y aſſerted, zn Luke xxiv. 
and John 20th, which you May read at letture, And that he was 
ſeen ivy ſufficient numbers, after his te{urrection, that were cred. 
ble. witneſſes, is aſſerted by St.. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 3—8. +« Forl 
{ delivered unto you, firſt of all, that which I alſo received, how 
{that Chriſt died for our ins, according to the ſcriptures And » 
© that he was buried, 'and roſe again the | third day. according to 
'theſcriptures ; And that he was {een of Cephas then of the twelve 
after that he was ſeen of above five hundred br8thren at once :; 
©. of whom the greater part remain unto this preſent, -— fter that: 
i he was ſeen of F-imes 3: then of all the apoltles.. And laſt of all he. 
© was ſeen of me ai{o* Indeed the whole chapter treats of this arti- 
cle; and of our reſurrection as a coniequence of it,— But, 

2, What is meant by our juſtification ? Jutitincation is an aft of 
God's free grace, whereby he pardons and accepts: of finners on 
account of what Chri/t has done and juffere:! for them; or for the 
ke of his righteouſneſs imputed to then, —takes them into his love 
and favour, and gives a title to eternal life and | glory 1n hezyen, — 
1 his juſtification is by means. of faith, and is manifeſted. by the 
ood works of believers.—As I have often enlarged on tlus ſubject, 
and am now (traitned for time, Ithall proceed _ TR 
-3. To ſhew what dependence our juſtification has on Chriſt's 
teſurretion. - Or, how it was, ' that he roſe again tor our juttifi. 
cation, 7, 

Now we find this article to be of ſuch importance to our juſtifi. 
Cation, that the great apoſtle declares, If Carilt 1s not rieu; then + 
\ 18 Our,preaching vain, and your faith is yain.' 4 Cor, xy, 14; 
lhe dependence our juftificacion has on Chriſt's reſurrection might. + 
beſhewn 0-many particulars. I ſhall mention'only a few. 

4, Carill's reſurredf:on is not the meritorious caule of our juiti-. 
ication,. but. his 6/02d and righteoufne/s, which we mult receive and: 
ly on by baich, or we have.nc uterett in them, Now among other 
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things implied in faith, a hearty aſſent to all the truths of the goſpel, 
is one, and, eſpecially toe truths that relate to the ſubititution of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the way of ſalvation through him. - 'To which 
aſſent the reſurrection of Chriſt greuly contributes, 1f we conſider 
the mear.neſs of our Lord's appearance in the world, the ſuferings 
of his lite; and the ignominy of his death, had he not riſen again, 
ſome doubt might ariſe, whether he was the Son of God or the 
perſon he gave himſelf out-to be, or not. —But the power and favor 
of God. demonſtrated in his reſurreQtion. wipes off every reproach 
and diſgrace—adds glory ard luſtre to -his perſon—lſets the broad 
ſeal of heayen to his miſſion, and mightily ſtrengthens our afſent to 
the truths he delivered, and the doctrines he taught. 

'2. The principal at of faith, whereby we are juſtified, 1s a firm 
r2zhance on (the: fulneſs and all ſufhctency of Chriſt's power and 
raerits to ſave 10 theuttermoſt all who come unto God through him, 
Chritt came to deliver -us ſrom the guilt and ' power of ſin, the 
vurle of the law, and the dominton of death. But we could haye' 
ibut a weak reliance on him for theſe important things, had he been 
£111 held under the bonds and. power of death. But the reſurrec, 


tion of Chriſt ſhewed his worth and divinity declared him to 


be te $21 of God with power, and conſequently every way ſufficient 
for ail thele purpoſes and that we ray rely on him, without one 


doubt or fear. We ſee our ſaviour riſen. the price of our re. 


demption 1s paid down in full, and juftice declares itſelf ſatisfied 
in what he has done and ſuffered, by diſcharging our /urety from 
priſon. | 
Laſtly we had broken the law of Gad, and' juſtice demanded 
fatisfaCtion for the breach :' and as we were unable to make aty 


ſatisfaction; Jeſus Chriſt undertook to make it, in our ſtead. This 


he did by fufterings and death. But ſo long as he was dead, or 
lay under the arreſt of death, there was no declaration made, that 
juſtice was ſatisfied, nor can we conceive that a dead Saviour 18 
a proper object of faith, By his reſurreCion, this declaration was 
made, and our diſcharge publiſhed to the wor!d and that the work 
of redemption was compleatly perfe&ted—-and we are called to truſt 
in him, who 1s riſen, and alive from the dead, and liveth for ever 


more. On this riſen Saviour 1s our: faith to fix. For if Cirif is. 


nt riſen, our /aith i5 vain. But now the efficacy of his death 18 
declared to the world, we may truſt and not be afraid z yea. we may 
triumphanily ſay, with St, Paul, Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of Go's eleCt ? lt is God that juſtifieth 3* and even juſtice 
itfelf is on our fide. * Who is he that condemneth ? It 1s Chriit 
that died. yea rather that 1s 11ſen again, and is now ſeated at the 
right hand of God, in hs native heaven, as a teſtimony of the. com# 
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pleat ſafisfaCtion he hath'tade to divine juſtice for'us : and there 
intercedes for us, as our advocate with the father. [Fhus was Jefus 
delivered for'our offences, and rofe again for our juſtification, . T 

a 


proceed, 
HI. *[e the 


AP LICATION. 


1. Was our Lord Jeſus delivered, for our offences, to ſhame 
and ſorrow, pain and death ? Then {urely it becomes us to admire 
and adore the wonderful love of the Father. who ſpared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all. «3 that men would 
© therefore praife the Lord for his goodtieſs and declare the won 
«ders, Which he doth to the children of men ! For God fo loved 
*the world, that he gave :1ig'vnly begotten Son, to blood and 
« wounds, and groans and death, that whoſoever believeth on 
i him, ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting life, If God to loved 
\ us, we ought to love him, and make it our conſtant endeavour 
+ to pleaſe him, and ſerve him, inHolineſs and righteouſneſs all 
$ our days.” ; 

2. Did Jeſus voluntarily deliver up himſelf to lach ſcenes of 
unparalleled ſufferings forus 7 Then undoubtes)y he ought to meet 
with a very different reception, and much; better treatment in the 
wortd, than what he generally does among us Every heat ſhould 
glow with gratitude, and every mouth ſhould ſhew forth his praiſe, 
But how are we to account for the amazing inſenſibility and ftu- 


pid_ inattention of mankind towards tþ:s, their beſt friend and 


moſt generous BenefaJor ? Every trifle will engage thei attenti» 
on and purſuit z or.they ſpend their days in folly and negligence, 
ſpeaking and hearing matters of little or no importance, while 
they ſeldom'glance a thought to the ſuffering and dying Saviour, 
He is caſt out of mird- and diſregarded as if he ws no objeCt 
worthy of concern, Do ye thus require the Lord, O fooliſh peo- 
ple and” unwiſe ! Is he not the Father, who beygat you, andthe 
Saviour, who died to redeem you ?=———Behoid him ſulpended 
on the accurſed tree | See ! what pangs he bears for you And 
from this ſpeQtacle learn the dreadful conſequences, and heinous 
nature of fin, which provoked the wrath of God, and incenſed 
eternal juſftce, ſo that not one {in could be pardoned at a [maller 
rte, The price of pardon was his biood, the biood of the incar« 


benignity and goodneſs to mankind, andthe unprecedented Jove 

and pity of Jeſus to your precious ſouls. © Look unto me, lays ae, 

'all the ends of the earth.* Fix the eyes of your minds axttent.ve= 
AS | 


Ig 


nate God. Here at the croſs you will alſo diicover the divine- 
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I on his torturing *erofs, "till your Heaxts are melted 'by the ſay. 
vey + and you are made to mourn, as for an only ſon, and-to-be 
4n bitternefs, as for a firſt born.z [Till you - are brought to mourn 
for thoſe ans of yours, which crucified the Lord of glory, grieved 
'his heart, and .put his foul to pain. Think, think, again and 
ag2m, ill love -ſhall beget love, and kindle in your breafts ſuch ar: 
dentcAames,: as-may burn wp the drofs of=fin,. and deſiruy the 
p4tive enmity of your hearts. Drop, O drop the weapons ot your 
-, Yebelhon, and'ceeſe to crucify the Son of +God afreih, by yout 
- Fepeated tranſprefhons ; . leſt love abuſed ſhould turn to wrath, and 
the hon of the tribe of Judah ſhould tear vou in pieces, whey 
there 1s none to deliver, Youreternal doom will be:{ſo much the 
more dreadful and miſerable. by how much'the greater - the- love; 
goodneſs and mercy are, which you flight and abuſe. «Tf He 
« that deſpiſed: Moſes* law, died without mercy, -Ot how much 
© ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who 
£ hath trodden under. foot the fon of God, and hath done deſpite to 
the Spirit of grace ?-——Tf to-die without 'mercy be fo unſpeakably 
dreadful, what 'muſt that punithment be, 'which 18 ſorer, or mucly 
worſe than to die without mercy ? And yet this muſt 'be your 
doom, © ſinners, it -you continue to flight Tefus, and rejectthe 
grace of the goſpel. p 


$. Did Jelus rife agam for our juſtification; Then ſeek to God 


for a living faith in Chrilt, that you may be juſtified, and have 
peace with the'Lord. (, $8:13/ 41g 

Notwithſtanding Chriit has done his part in giving ſatisfaCtion 
to juſtice, and procuring redemption for -us, and hath made way 
for God to Juſtify us, on very honourable terms, - yet 4s no man 
actually juſtified by any thing the Redeemer has done-and ſuffer- 
ed, without faith, on his part. Faith is-the «grand condition 'of 
the goſpel, We mult believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if we would 
be-faved by him ; for he that believeth not, ſhall be condemned 
at the bar of God ;—yea'ke is condemned already, and the wrath 
of God abideth on im. —Every foul then, who. would be juſtified 
by 'Chrift, and partake of the benefits of his 'redemprion, mull 
trom a teeling ſenſe of his guilt, miſrry and wickedneſs, believe 
what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for man's juſtification and tals 
vation, and thankfully accept and rely 11 himy/as his only Saviour 


and Lord, en the terms he is offered in the goſpel, and” to al: thoſe | 


purpoles for which he 1s offended, vamely—to quſtify ham before 
God now, and to ſanQify aud guide him, and to ad him. through 
2 perſevering life' of Holineſs \and good -works;-to eternal glory: 
And he that fo believes, and perſeveres in holineſs, ſhall'be juſtived 
a!ſo,'in the day of judgment, and weicomedy-as/a good: arid faith» 


— 
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fab ſervant into-the joy. of his Lord; - Hayeyou ſo. believed, and do. 
you. Order. your: life and converlation, as becometh the goſpel. of: 
Chrilt. f- Let-conſcience ſpeak., I you..do,nat apply the word to, 

yourleives, it will, do you no.good. Bora 
| Finally, If Chriſt is riſen ; then you; will- riſe-alfo, The-re= 
ſurrection of Chriſt. aſſures us, that there will be a general reſur, 
rection from the dead, at the laſt day, | See 1 Cor. xv. 12.— The: 
trumpet ſhall ſound. and the dead-thall be raiſed : they that have 
done good- to-the reſurreQion of-life ; And they that have. doney 
«evil to the reſurreQtion. of damnation.” | 

Think. ſeriouſly and ſoberly of that awful day, which 18 faſt 2p« 
aroaching, It is as certain, as it is. dreadful to Chriltlets and ime» 
penitent ſinners... Aud how: will you-appear betore-the- jud:/'e, if 
you continue carele{s, as you have: done, and, neglect- the ſalva= 
tion..of your ſouls ? L wonder men, who believe thele things, can 
thiak of. almoſt any thing elle, I have read of a.aoly. man, who 
was.\0 impreiied with the thoughts” of that day, taat where-ever 
he went, he (2emed'to hear the trumpet ſound, and. the. voice of 
the angel calling to the-world. Ari/e ye dead, and come tajudgment. 
You have frequent warning of ths. day, and, I: beg you, do not 
forget it.' But, on the: other- hand, pive all diligence that. you 
way be ready for the call, and to ſtand before the fan of man, 
Be ye therefore- realy tor ye- know. not the day, nor. the. h&ur, 
- in. which, the Son. of man cometh,” Lime will ſoon} be gone ; 
and the Judge is even gow at the door.. How quickly. muſt you 
and-L be in another: world, and our fouls. receive their. particular 
judgment; and ſo continue till the. body. wilt be raiſed, and judg. _ - 
ed in the ſame condition In a-few' years every 1oul here preſent 
will be 1g heaven or hell, and perhaps a great part of us 1n two or 
three ygars, and ſoine, in lefs than two or three days. And ſhould 
act this, be laid to- heart, above- all things in the world And 
ae you, ready. for. this day 2 or are you not ?'+ Methinks a man,, 
that knows he muſt die, . and that: if, he' dies unready, he. 
mult rife unready, in the day of judgment, ſhould every , day be 
'Puttzn;! that queſtion. to himielf—am. L ready. to meet God—or am 
Ludks 5 - Re | 

Such as are conſcious you. are not ready, I would aſk; wvhat arg 
you reſolved now: to do 2 —— Will you fill delay the great work of 
preparation 2 Or will you. now fer yourſelves, with. all diigence, 
to watch and pray, and uſe all the means of grace, that you may- 
be prevared for the reſurreion of the juſt £ Are you fully. reſol- 
ved to lole no time, but immediately to awake, and ſet about the 
work.? Are you faying, * God forbid, we ſhould any longer neg« 
et our ſouls, —we will do any thing, the Lord being our helper, 


\ "" 
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rather than» be unready- for-our final: doom 1—O: that this- were the 
ſteady purpoie ot you. all, and- that- you may never reft. till you, 


get an intereſt in. him, who. was, delivered for our. offences.z. and, 
railed again for our juitification, 


* Oc Which. may the Lord grant, for. 
Q:.riſt Jelus' fake, Amen. , 


- 


S E R M © N XXxVt. 
The necessity and utility of gaodu works. ' 


MaTTH. vs 16: 


Let your hight ſo fine before men, that they may ſee yaur good worke,. 
and glorify your Father who is in heavens 


HE Chriſtian religion-is a ſyſtem of faith-and praCtice: Withe- 
' out practice proteſſion 1s-vain, and faith without works is 
dead. He that doth the will of God,. the ſame {hall enter mto the 
kingdom of heaven, but the diſobedient will have their. part in the 
lake that burns with everlaſting fire. C ; 

The words of the text are part of our Eord's Sermonion the 
mount. In the 15th verſe, he tells his diſciples in general, ane 
more eſpecially his apoſtles and miniſters, + Ye arethe falt of: the 
earth? As fait preſerves from putrefaQtion, and renders things 
| ſavory, ſo ſhould miniſters and chriſtians, by their holy and ex. - 
emplary lives and converſation, as well as by pure and found? doc. 
trine, diffuſe the ſavor of the knowledge of Chriſt to al! around, 
and thus become a general bleſſing to mankind. *« But if the falt 
© have loſt his ſavor, wherewith ſhall it be ſeaſoned ? If miniſ{- 
ters or: chriſtians depart from the faith or praQtice of- the goſpel, 
ad diſgrace their character, by licentious deeds, or converſation 
unbecoming the ho'y religion of Jeſus, they become vſeleſs lum- 
ber, unprofitavle tq others, inſipid and inſignificant in themſeives, 
and are doomed to be caff out, and trodden under foot of men, as 
worthleſs and contemptible,— caſt out the church here below. ex. + 
cluded alſo from the celeſtial courts, above, and trodden by the: - 
heavy foot of God's righteous indignation. Lv. 

Our Lord next compares his church or perple to the 5un, Whoſe 
radiant beams benignly chear and enlighten the earth. « Ye arg 
*the light of the world,” They are ſet up as \ights in a benighted 
world, whereby others may be illuminated, cheared and guided. | 
 Andas they moreover as a city /et en a hill that cannot be hid. its bere- 
by intimated, that they would be continually expoſed to the eyes 
vi meng who would watch for their ha'ting, and narrowly inſpect 
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their condu, to diſcover the 'eaſt flaw, and therefore by ſo-mucts 
the more, . ought they to ve guarded and circumipect in all their 
words and aCtions, And 2s candles are lighted, [not to-be covered 
with a buſhel, or put under a bed, but to be /er ona canaleflick. fo 
give lay it to al. n the Houſe, (0 aber and chriſtians are. not illu- 
minated with the (11 of divine and faving Enowtedge and-truyth, or 
farmihed wit pifts and graces, to keep the/e.to themſelves, or: to 
kide them in their own boſom through fear, ſhame, or. falle mo. 
deity, but to-be difuſed to. the gory of God, , and the- benefit of 
men. Therefore, ſays the heavenly Teacher;—- Let your light 
© {o ſhine before men, that tney may. fee your -good works, and. 
e plority your Father, who 1s1h heaven.” 

Some might think, that out Lord confined his addreſs here alto. 
ether to Re muulters of the goſpel, and pre aching the word was, 
the only thing he had in view, in the toregoing verſes ;. but the: 
words-of.the text; preciude-that miſtake, by letting us know; -thar 
the light and ſplendor of Chriltianicy conſiſt in warks, as. well-as 
words—and hereby we are given to underſtand, that, diſciples of 
gyery ſtation are fpoken to—chough more Eminent y, the preachers. 
of the goſpel. 

In the profeeuizon of the fubjeCt. I ſhall, 

L. Make ſome farther I, on the text. 

IL. Shew what thoſe works are, which tend. to-bring glory ts 


God. 


TH. Point out the character of the Chy i whoſe works glorify 
God, and are adapted to lead others to do ſo, —and 

IV. Make ſome applicaton. And may the Lordbleſs his word 
to your profit, tor Chriſt's lake. Amen. 


f I am to make ſome farther 0 biervations on the text. 


{, * Let your hight. By hight we. are to. underſtand Eng uizage 
3nd palins F, £48 JON dy the ul lumnating and lanchifying..s .TLace 2G. 
power of God, wte communicated 10 ail found believers.: ad real 
Chrittians, and which are to be manifeſted, and expreited by. L11els 
words and attio:is. "This light 3 1s I242r Wn, (your /eght;) as they 
are the ſabjeQs ot it, ang &y them, as agents, 15.15 tO be exerciſed 
ip 390d purpoſes, though if was farſk given, and is All ſupported; 

by ing grace 


92, The hubjects oi ths l; Zht rauſt conhder 1 it, 2s an ;adifoents- 


ble dury to Jet it ſhine out (des all, whether, within, er without 
the church, for {her illutg@ination and conviction, $ Let your 1zght 


4 hine.” Shine it muſt, not merely in words, but efangtaly- in 


works, lo ſpeak well, and act ill will never recommend Chril: 
tanity to any man, but rathes create a pre} | udice agazaſt it, | It navit 
ne 12 Tach things as moi Cal See, that 18, 1D gogd War Aſs, In 


» wn 4 wer mw A, Lo, 


87s 
ibeje muſt the difci ples of Chriſt diſtinguiſh themſelves from others, 


he men .can whe and feel their benefit, and will 1ndge of the fin- 
cerity of the man,, and the excellency of his religion by 7hem. Our 
holy religion teaches us, not only to know, and ſpeax, but to do 
the thing that is right. And it does effectually teach all true be. 
lievers to. deny all ungodhneſs.and worldly Infts, and #2 live /oberly, 
with reſpect to themielves——righteouſly, with reſpect to others, and 
golly and pioufly with reſpect to their great Creator and conſtant 
Benefactor. It purifes their hearts, and makes thera zealous of " good 
works, 1n this preſent aworl1. See Titus it, 12 
3, As theſe 'good works muſt be our. 070n, ſo maſt we do them 
that men may /ee th'm, It 15 the goodneſs of the work that manifeſts 
the goodnels of the doer. Ani among other. deſigns of letting our 
gdo0d works thine, this'1s one, That men may ſee them \Vndoubt- 
edly, we are not to do good works out of hypocritical ontentation, 
or with a view of ſeeking our own glory, or the praife of men, but 
that God may hereby be glorified. - Chriſt s diſciples are the light 
of the world, and their ſpl endor, as hinted already, confiſts in their 
g10d deeds or ations, which of all other 1s the mo# eminent and 
convincing light, No reaſonable perſon will be induced to think 
that any.one 1s a good man, who does no. good, As Cegenerate and 
corrupt as mankind. are, yet there is ſomething {till remaining in 
ther, which leads them to approve of ſuch wwor#s as are apparent. 
ly good and Probtadle 1 in themlelyes, 'Cherefore, when ſuch works 
are manifeſted in the lives of profeſſing chriſtians, 2b-y tend to in< 
duce men -to glorify God, and to efteem that religion of Chrift, 
which makes all his true diſciples ſo/much better than. other people. 
And did the profeffors of chriftianity thug thine 11+ good deeds, 23 
well as. good words, and walk before men, according to the difta- 
tes of. the religion rey pofſeſls—there would not be a Deiſt, | Free- 
thinker or Infidel in Chri/ftendom,  Ail.men would gloxify God—- 
they would honor the Holy Ghoſt,” whoſe powerful operations r2- 
new the ſouls of men, and maxe them gopd—they would. hongr 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt, who gives the pure and holy word, which 
mides and liifluences to {uch a holy and laudable vradtice, and 
gave his lite to redeem us from all 10zq' alry—-they would honor 
the Father, from whom proceed. the:Son and Spirit. - Men. could 
n2t but ſee by the holy; exemplary and tſefu! jives of chril tans, 
that they were-better than other men, and .tneur rel: !g; Of which 
made them fo, 1s better than any other. | 
 Jafly:-;4 would obſerve, that it is. no difhonor to Chriſt of this 
tizhteouſneſs, or to free grace, to ſay. that the g00d works of carit - 
tians are their own, ſeeing every one of them wil, freely ackaow . 
ledge, that, 97.6 the grace 2 of God, 1 ant That Lam. + Let every mmnu7 '2 
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* ſays the Apoſtle prove his own work. then ſhall he have rejoicing 
« in himſelf alJone.* And mn the 'aft day, God will judge every man 
according tc bis works. By the ſame rule, will men judge of pro» 
tefiors now. and by this ſhould we judge ourſelves. I dearly love 
to ſee men humble, and hear them aſcribe to the grace of God, 
ull the good that is in them, or done by them. But overſtrained 
tumility brings no honor to God—no credit to themſelves, or their 
religion. We often hear men of ths caft, vilitying themſelves to 
the loweſt degree . «© For my part, ſays one, . have no goodneſg 
« in myſelf, I have no nghteouſneſs at all in me, my heart 1s ,vile 
< and black as the devil.” And many other expreſſions'of the like 
nature. Many ſeem to make much of their religion conſiſt in 
fach ſelf degrading ſtrains as theſe. But let me afk you, ts it any 
credit to yourlelves. does it do honor to the chriftiaty religion, or 
{itz holy Founder, whoſe diſciples you profeſs to be, that, aftep you 
have embraced this religion, and profſels to have taken its author. 
Jeſus Chriſt, for your wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanAtification and 
redemption, that he dwells in your hearts by. faith, and is become 
your ruler and guide, you are ſt1]] left deſtitute of .a!l goodneſs 
18 yourſelves, and your hearts yet remain as vile and black as'a 
devil? No, far from it. Chriſtians are /ull of gerdnefs, or the 
apoftle's perſuaſion, , reſyeCting his breathren at Rome, -was ill. 
tounded. [ am perſuaded, lays he, that you are full fgosdneſr. ch, 
xv, 14. By nature indeed there 18 no gourd thing dwelting in man, 
He is altogether corrupt and abominable, and eyery 1:magination 
of the thoughts of the heart 1s evil contimually But the ſame thing 
15 Not to be athrmed of chriſtians, who are favingly in Chriſt by 
faith : If ſo, how are they new creatures, as the icripture affirms? 
and, how are old things done away, and all things become new ? 
If you ſay. that you mean only, that you have-no righteouſneſs 
ſulicient to jultify you in the ſight of God according to the tenor 
of the law or covenant of works. In this we do not differ at all, 
this ſentiment I conſtantly 'avow. Bur if/you are without that 
faith, which purifies the heart, and works by love, if you are with- 
out repentance and good works mezt for repentance, without ho- 
ef of heart and like, you are no chriſtians 1n reality, nor will 
you ſtand acquitted at the awful tribunal of that rightecus Judge, 
who will judge and reward every man, atcording to his WOrks, 
Non but the good and faithful feryant will be called to enter nts 
the joy of his Lord. 3 | 
_ All thefaiihtul ſervants of God are good trees of righteouſnels 
of his own planting. Goodneſs is the hight that ſhines 1n the ſoul 
of believers, but it is not to be hid there, 'it muſt” ſhine out before 
* men, that they may: ſee it. But how is it to be ſeen by men ?-Þ} 
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Rs OS Torks Ne do ' great | Wadour to the chriſtian Fr why 
. they do honour, to the doctrine, example and power of Chriſt, who 
ker hh vs followers ſo decidedly better than others :. and if pro- 
felkng chri/tians were more commonly atid notoriouſly better that . 
gather men, the world would conſequently believe that their reli. 
g101 is the beſt, and thus be led to embrace it; ' and glorify God. 
But when raeh 2 rofels chriſtianity, and yet live as wicked, or 
more ſo thari the HeatHens, or "thoſe who profeſs no religion; 
men will be led to deſpiſe the goſpel, and dilhgnonr God. Taye - 
ing made theſe obſervations on the text, I proceed 


[L. Ts ſhew what the works muit be, which tend to glorify” 
God.— 
Now th-/e works rauſt be ſick; 25 TENY'Y et own o00dnel$ 


—ſuch works as the world, in general, is capable bf knowing ig 


be good. There ace ſome principles common to ſaints and hnners. 
There are niany works fo excellerit and uſeful in thismſely es, that 
they recommend theniſelves to every min, who'is not totally loft. 
to reaſon, Jultice and humanity ;. and Which all parties Spree in 


zcknowledging to be yood: The light | of nature teaches the pro-: 


priety of works of Juſtice, mercy ind compallion towards men, and: 
bf piety towards God. And does not that go'deni rule, inculcated 
by our Lord; recommend itſelf to the teaſori ahd Eohſtience of eve. 
ry eorderate man, * as ye would that men ſhould dd untb you, 
to Je even witito them.” * 

. Who does nvt ſee the proptiety of every man's s vir accord- 
lie t6 his profeſſion? chriflizar ought therefore to take care to 
manifeſt a conſtant conſiſteace between what they do, and what 
they profeſs. If they profels that they are not their owri property 
but the ſervants of God boizht with 2 price, ana are erurely at 
his diſpoſal ,—they mult then, in teallty, give up theniſeives to be 
ruled and' governed by tlie jaws ind will of God, and not atrord- 
ng to their own will, or the will of meii :—not tearing them that 
can kill the body; "But hini, - who cit caſt both body and-ſoul into 
hell. They muſt ſhew that they are thore ſwayed: by the promiſes 
of Goe; thin all this wotld can preft'r ; ind th t, in: their purſuit” 
and priftice, they are goretned and 1: 'Avienced,; not by ous Jen 
nd ternperdl, but by things nat ſeen and eternal. 

WR D5 ein: profels,' that God is their great BendfaQtor, in 
whom they live, 'and move, and” hive -their being—that they are- 
ladebtet to him for Wits wear þ roy e1J9f, or hope for —that 
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he is 1:2finitely good. in himſelf, and'the origin and end'of all:good ? 
+ They then eupht'ſo to. hye. ag' to. manifeſt their love, and gratitude 


tohim, and that they truly believe, that his love is better than life, 


o 


is the chiet-end and felicity-of.,man. 


" 4 


and that'to love-himyto praiſe hit, to.glorify andenjoy him for ever, 
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4n theſe, :and ſuch like po/d-wrks mult 'onr light Thine before 
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men, that they:may ſee ther... . We are_not likely to convince un- 


conyerted ſinners:ot- the excellency . of, our religion—the 'utility or 


goodneſs-of-our;priuciples,, or the reAitude: of our own hearts, by 


--ariy works,, bnt ſuch-as,may'be ſeen, and I may add, felt by menin 


-general, We may'tell. the unconverted-of the inward faith and 


love and joy, which'true chriſtians are happy te know and, expert- 


ence in their-own ſouls -——-but allthis 1s-out of fight. * We may 
ſpeak feelingly to'thew' of, the love we.bear to God, and Chriſt and 
their precious fouls.; —they may hear chriſtians ſpeak the praiſes of 
God, and ſhout aloud for. joy.. But all theſe things will-not amount 
to a-conviction of the truth | power, reality and Foodngſs of out 
religion, without fruits of .a-more ſubſtantial nature, .-which they 
can ſee, and/in-ſome'ſort, handle.. ;; They, muſt ſee your :good works, 


aud theſe muſt be ſuch, ..as, .. by their. -own principles, they ap-. 


prove as good, or they. will not.be convinced, or inflgenced by 
ibem- to: glorify God. pn | | | 
-  Qur-Lord-in:the'text, <d | | 
fore men, that they-may. Fear your -good 2words,,but that, they may 


ft 
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288, not ſay, « Let.iyour light fhine be, 


ſee your good works, and glorify your Father, who is in; heaven 


There are two ways, by which chriſtians njanifeſt theit faith in 
:Chrift, and love to God and all marikind. The one. is by their 
profeſſion, -or 4vords 4 the 'other by their avorks. The latter 'of 
theſe the ſcriptures /preter,' as the beſt, the moſt ſabftantial and 
convincing. Saint James therefore ſays, * Shew, me thy faith 
«without thy works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by. my works,” 
We mayſay, and. perhaps with great truth, that we have faith 1n 


Jeſus-Chrift —— that we are ſavingly converted to God, and are 


born again of the Spirit, we may be able to, trace ang point,out the 
_ *iſteps, by which this change was begun, «carried on;..and. effeted, 


- we may tell of the joy and peace we had. {and Rill have, in believ- | 


ing, how. the love of God was ſhed abroad 1n-our hearts, and what 
. ſacred: pleaſure we have, in approaching to God in his ordinances, 
-and what conrofort and delight we enjoy in communion and. felloW- 
ſhip with the Father.and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, &c. But this only 
-thewing. our faith by. words. And though it is our, bounden, duty t0 


. profeſs and ſhew our faith by words, yet. this fails vaſtly ſhort a 


\that manifeſtation of faith, which ſhines, by the light of good. works: 
The firſt way is good, but the laſt is better 3 and indeed :t 15-the 
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only. way: that tends;to-convitce finners. of the excellency of the 
chriſtian religion, aid induce them to'glorify 'God?”*I0w pro: 
© Ul. To+ point out oe pars er'of the chriſtian, whoſe. works 


Li 


glorify. God, and are adapted.to'1644 others 29 do fg #00 
\;1.: The chriftian, whoſe works REO. 0s, ey $0! by: 
faith, is in Chriſt: Jeſus, \an@ thireby' js mad>"@"Rew creature 3 
old things. are gall away, and all-things are become new. He is'born 
of G99. and.endued” with 'ſpiritual life; and/Aade a partaker”of. 
the divine. nature. Whatever lengths a. man may." go-in religion, 
without: this inward and univer fat Change,. or ſpiritual regeneration, 
yet. is. he not likely. to bring much honour. 7o.chritianity or glory ts 
Gd; becauſe his religion, will noc Hhave-that confi ſtency, uniformi= 
ty-and covſtancy,., whickFare requilite for:zhe/# purpo/es, When 4 
man's religion 15 not conſiſtent, uniform and conltant, it tends ra 
ther.ro ſcandaljze, than to do honqur:to; the' goſpel of God. * For 
Jet-an unregenerate man go'ever fo far mm religious profeſlion and 
duties,, yet there is ſome darling fin he will retain, ſome- ſe} f:Uev 
nying, duties, he. will. beg to- be excuſed from.z. he may. thine int 
ſorxe things,. and, like, the ſtony ground hearers,. he may-rejoic# 
for a ſeaſon,. but; for want of entire ſymmetry and. teadine(s, he 
woundsreligion,, and hardens. others againſt 18,” rather. than leads 
them, to glorifylGod: _ Everyflaw in a profodlor, tends:to much evi 
But iy, the religion of the regenerate man, there is ſuck a cooſiſ- 
tency, nilgrmity and {tezginels, 25:tands to conyirceothers, hot 
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only, of the gaodyeſs and, fincerity, of, the chriſtian, but of the, pow- 
er, reality: and excellency of- the religion. he arofefſeth. From a 
full conyiftion:. of; his nuſery, finfulnels,. danger and helpleſiteſsy 
nd, of. the inlutheiency of his own. righteouſneſs, to..fatisfy divine 
juſtice, or.recommend:;him'to God, he has renounced/all ſelf-de- 
pendence,, and relies folely on-the. Lord. Jeſus. Chriſt, and makes 
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is; blood and:righteou[nels his. only plea 3; he is fully, ſatisfied of 
the ſylbciency and. excelleney of, the Saviour, as he js exhibited in 
the.goſpel,, and his ſou! Ueaves to him, as its only refuge And felt, 

he truly,;repents of his. Þns, and | utterly, renounces every fin, 
whether, tmall. or great, and-gives himſelf up, without reſerve, to 
Teſus, ſubjeQtiag himſelf wholly to.his. will and,p'eaſure, as his 
tuler and guide: he gives him. his heart and- ſupreme affeGions, 
that Chriſt may. live-and reign in_him--_he'rakes the Lord. for his 
portion. 3, and. in dependence. on divine aid, he. yields himſelf to un- 
| limited obedience, and: deyots his/ife+to.the-tervice of God- And 
having imbived the ſame'mind that was in Chriſt Jeſus, he forgives . 
his enemies, prays for them. and. is kind and benevolent ro man- 
kind in general; but his heart" is peculiarly united to the people, 
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who loye:and. ſerve God, 2n6 follow, Chriſt, and he is willin» 
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to diſcharge all the duties, which he owes to them,” as members 

of Chritt,. and children of Gad, and of. the ſame family with, him- 
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Melf. This is the chriffian, whole works do, Fonour'to, Ged, "and 
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ful qiſputationg, but hay, for its Tubje& the moſt excellent rhing, 
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gion 15 not a matter of party nam#s, words, or. dobbt. 
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Teſus Chrift, hom, be bath, ſent, He fiudies to know more of God 
and Chrift, afnd the way of: falration, through him froin"fin and 
hell... This is the light that governs his heart and practice; "arid 
by. which he arders his daily conv erlation- 5 0 Nis 1s a religion ih 
which a!l ſaber. and confiderate men are agreed. And a8"the 1rghe 
of. nature teacheth ' all, men to._reverence. God, ſo'it informs" 7%, 


that they ought to, regard and efteem that religion, (conyer{dtion 
and perlon, in whom molt of God appeareth. "Bur" when It" ap. 
pears by che condutt and general (rain of conyerfation, that men's 
religion conſits;” either-in znventions of their own, douMrful opinions, 
modes of werlhip, church diſcipline, &c ., Men can lee nothing 'ex- 
cellent in the/+ things - and they conſider "7hern, as matters, which 


- 
- 


concern nor them, and are apt to, treat thein, with centure and ds: 
ribon. Whereas the religton of that chriſtian, who glorifies God, 
Joes not confi it things undertaity, no! does Ke loys t6 Ipohid hi 
time and breath in coutention about ſihaller ihatters - of this cul. 
toms and uſages of thzs or that party, as it, the ſouls 'of men were 
tO be ſaved by ſuch things as theſe. And when chriftians, inſtead 
of thoſe uncertain and lefſer matters,” diſcourſe * with 'other3 on 
the neceſlity of believing, obeying, tryſting, ' fearing and Joving 
God—and of returning to hin through Jeſus Chrift*;* when” they 
endeayour to lay before them the evil .of ſin—the corruption of. 
humaa nature—the juſtice of God—the yature of holineſs—the 
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neceſſity of bei ng bort again from above—the neceflity of forſaking 


fin-and mortifyirig the deeds'of the bod) 7; when they remind them - 
of a judgment to come—of the joys of ter and” pains of hell ; 
when they perſuade them to believe theſe things conſider them, 
and lay Red'ts heart and make it the main buſineſs of life 'to 
prepare for death." "When the gonverſation of chriitians generally 
flow in this {train, when converfing with Gnners, men will perceive 
that religion is not a matter. of private concern, but a matter of the 
greateſt and molt intereſting importance to their own fouly; and 
that chriſtians differ from them, in things moſt important and ne- 
ceflary, and not merely in modes and forins, and opinions. 
_ 3, The chriſtian, whoſe works glorify God, lives under the do: 
minion of love, which is ſeated in his heart, and becomes the go- 


jerning prificiple of hig-life. 1 have-hinted atthis already, bur av. 
teſerves ' ſoine enlargements Some talk- muck of-lave, :yucat 16 
evident that their: love 18 not 0; the 'gennine-kind; 'Hecauſe-it 18 {d 
confined and contracted; -©1f we love/thoie that loye ws, what 
reward have we 2' Dinners:alſo-love/ thoſe that qvgihemy and 
zre of their priaciples and party. "The ;corittian bas:;a:gommon 
hve 48 a' thing fo agreeableito Teaton, and) commoninueretty: that 
all-oiert reCOommend"it. Love. conquers all things, «xd: men are: fub; 
caed*by love; The love vi Goulconquers theenmity-of men, aud 
jecolicites them 10 thumſeit.s By ovebe hath taptghtusoevercoms 
the ftribalations and pertecutions , waioh' we {meet; with an alhis 
world.* *By love:/he hath taughtug to byercghe his/enemies: and 
cur own: 's 1 thine enemy” hunger; feed hjgd it hethirkts girs 
(Pim &rimk # For info doing, thow ſhale. heap: coals ak. fire on- bis 
(head.''* Thou ſhalt melt him down and defiroy.the-enmsty;of his 
heart, while the exemp hunlelt 1s ſaved-alive 1--at leafk he will bg 
melted 1nco forme companion 'or remortle, i mothingomores - ws 14 
Every thitig/ that has/a” generating power; nawlra:ly begets-its 
own hKkeneſs ; 10 1ove begets: love. 'Hence "we -hnd that.thols 
mnifters-who tome forth 19-the ſpirit of light and- love, care the 
moſt Tucceſsfulinſtruments' ot-regeterating mankind; and renewing 
them after the image of God, liy/holy ltey»'itght and Joye, «Arif 
unleſs men are thus renewett; our miniſtfy does nothing or tlieny 
but leaves'them'in darkneſs and corruptony unfit ſorrheaven anc; 
glory. © 'Believe'it,' my | brethren; that "miniſter, who 157 the fitteit 
n{triment for *'convineing/and- converting finners” to God::.and 
bringing them to-glorify-bim,/ mult ſhew!by'the matioraand midnne 
of his preaching and living; that Hethas a hearty love to God j/.x 
love fo bolineſs, and a-ſpecial love'to the ſouls of the people; - God 
may conyert men by other inikruments, if he' pleate 5 but” it 15 Bot 
1s ordinary way. : Wolyes are not nature's inftrumears to beget 
ſheep. Andl can {ay, that,' during the many years i have'trave[l. 
led and and converied in'the religious world, I never knew one 
ſoul converted ſavingly to God and' holineis, by any preacher, who 
1d not live and preach in the power of love, convincing light, and 
holy {eriouſneſs and feryency. '"\Sinne's have . no love ro! God, by. 
nature, but are Haters of him : and he, that would kindle a1Joving 
lire in their hearts, muſt” bring it alo-ig with him The” ſame is 
true of eyery private chriſtian in his-piace." Tf chriſtians would do' 
200d to the'glory' of God, they muſt” manifeſt that they live under - 
the dominion of love. © O that*they would tearn of 'Chriſt"to"love - 
their enemies, to bleſs them thr curſe, and pray fo r them, by whom 
they are deſpitelully uſed and'perſecuted; and to'be kind'to the un- 
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thankful and unhol y ;—they would then, not galy prove themſelyey 
to be the. children of God, but be a means of convincing men, 
who fee'their.good works, and of bringing them to glorify Gad, 
4. The chriſtian, who honours his. religion, and, glorifies God, ig 
true and juſt in all his dealings.with men. This is:what ' mer look 
at"ina-peculiar manner; atid where they ſee. it not. in profeſſors, 

they are not hikely-to be bedefirted by any thing they may -lay,-Day 

ing i2 what they look at; And:doing nwſt clam, our ſpecial-regard, 
or-we are no chriftians. Chriſtians.are juſt men.,, juſt in trade-ang 
commerce—1;3 bargaining. and ſelling,—ju{t to their promiſes, and 
trne:to their// word, juſt to. luperiqts aud inferiors, juſt ,in giving 
every.man' A&right. : Not. ali che: ſplendor of riches, or charms. of 
honour 'thould in-*C2 himto:le,.oz do an unjuilt thing ;.no- fear, or 
Alattery, of price fwg.d hire him, to com. he, an unrighteous. deed, 
There is tiothitig that ſcandalizes religion more. than for its.pro, 
teflors\to\'deceive;/or lie; break contracts, over reach. or betray, any 
fraud or injaltice in their dealings. with: m=. Some may think it 
allowable h deceive, or lie, where reiizioil 1s: concerned, vb thereby 
they'ican degrade one \party, and:ſet up another., > his appears to 
be the moſt odious 'and abominable; of all. . Shall. »e do eyil that 
good may come? Shall we. make uſe; of: underhanded. and. fanful 
means to promote. religion, as if God Bos nat able tg accomplih 
the beſt-ends, by righteaus means ? | 

-'S.- The'chriftian will; ſeek to elorify. God, {a endeavouring. to 
worſhip: him-in a right manner. - 'The right;and decent: manner, of 

worlhipping the. Geog of heaveny.;is, in' my judgment, . of great mo; 
— ment. to-thechonour of him, ,and of gqur holy. religion before the 
world. \We ſhould take care of | giving . any falſe, deſcriptions : of 
God, or ſuch as are diſhonourable: (O: his glorious. attribates” -oL; "bes 
neſs, "juice goodne/s, mercy, and truth '; or of .imoibing, or vending 
any dottiine diſhonourable theſe attributes. ,. Eſpecially of his. de- 
crees, counſels and will, of his laws, government, and final | judg ament: 
I believe that, many tunes, theſe things. have been £ woken of, and 
held up, in ſuch a light, as to exhibit ſuch views ot. —_ Almighty 
and the ! eligiox of-Jeius, as haye done them no honour. at all.. And 
with regard to the right, worſhipping of God ; luperbition and 
feppery,” on the one hand, are to be avoided, and /loven/ine/s 
and amprudent, or indecent words and pgeiiures, on the other. Eit her 
of {he/e ways terid_ to. breed in beho ders, derifion and: contempt. 
God is a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt workhip in {pirit 
and 1n truth. I-can by 'no means thiak, that the WONG and. vi- 
_ slent adtiont, repetitions, and the -wde and. incoherent expreſſons, of- 
. ten uſed by weak. and unſkilful men, are by | any means fit.to be 

offered tothe great and glorious God. Hz i/dom, prudence and diſe 
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ehetion;” 2s well 2s balinofe, reverence ard foemnaty muftbe apparent 


in that v0 ſb:p, winch will -do honour to God, 'before men of rea- 
ſon, and dill cernment. with what holineſs-and decorum, with 
what reverence and 'wwell4beighed exprrſhins ſhould we addreſs-the 
great, the #oly, holy, holy, Lord God Aimighty | [He has told us that 
he, will be ſanCtified in al: that draw near to him, and he will hold 
none guiltleſs, - who take His name'in vain. If we would worſhip 
and ſerye_the Lord, in'an acceptable manner, it muſt be done with 
idly fear, as well as with! reverence and devotion ; For our God iT, 
/ conſuming Fe 

Finally. 'The chr! ſtir, who -16rifieth God, by his god xoorks, 
is -eilous and diligent" in the performance of them. 'PFo do good 
is the Yerious buſmels of his life. * Herein does he exerciſe him. 
(ſelf to haye always a conſcience void of offence, toward God, and 
' toward mien; He' manifeſts by his life, that he does not conſid- 
& this world as his home, that he has no abiding here, but is paſe 
fing on like a pilgrim, in ſearch of a city out of fight, a houſe not 
made with ands, eternal in the heavens. His heart and his treaſure 
are above theſe lower skies, and therefore forgetting the things be- 
lind, . and reaching after thoſe before, ke {$6 arpt on” tor ' the 
mark 1 his high calling. in Chri/t "Jeſt *. 5 

Now when chriſtians : are thus in earneſt in the hork of God ind 
the falvation of theur ſouls, redeeming the time, to finiſh the work 
they have to do, and get ready ta meet God at his call, they excite 
athers, who, ſee this, to thoughtfulnelſs, and ſeriouſly to'enquire 
what #bey are doing for this purpoſe, atid how ſtand matters be- 
tween God and their fouls ? Whereas, when profeſſors ſpeak cold- 
go theſe LF are flow in their purſuit of them, and diſcharge 

the vaxious duties of religion like men half afleep, 'or as if theſe 
vere concerns of no, great coniequence, it is no wonder if others 
thould think ſo toe, and remain careleſs about them. 

IV. 1 come to the 


% 
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-Þ Prom what } 5:3 been ſaid, we may learn what is the beſt evi. 
dence that our Teiigion is genuine and ſincere ; and that is, eur good 
works. Search the {criptures, and you wiil ag this is markel as 
the conſtant and weſt ſubſtantial teſt of .Chriftian fincericy andthe. 
truth of faith. © And as ſcripture teaches this, fo reaſon tells us, that 
the ations of ren are the proper indices of their minds, rather 
than words. Nay,. common lenſe teaches maakind: to Judge of 
men's hearts, by what they do, rather than what they Tay. . Many 
ood men art able to recount r their CH PRTIFTICS?; and relate by what 


is. ny 
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ſteps.th>y .,w#e brought to:cloſe with Cit, on -goſp el terjns bi 
every. go0d mat canrot do. this, at leail ſo clearly. and ery inct]y , 
but-every: good man Jhews his faith, by,good. works. Indeed the 
tendency of every, Wvine,grace in the heart.of a chriſtian, is. a bÞl 


praQtice. I would gladly enlarge. on this particular, but time Lails 
Me. 


2. Learn fron this ſubject, what honour God puts, on all F 
faints, - He hath ſet them up as lights in a henighted: world, where 
they.thine to the glory of God, and the benefit of mankind. ay 
the fun; moon and flars ſhine in the firmament to the glory of God's 
power a)d-wiſdom, {9 his. people ſhine before men to- the, glory, 'f 
his holineſs and grace 3 and e're long; they .ſha'l ſhine as {tars, of 
the firſt magnitude, in the kin gdom of their Father for, ever and 
ever... Let this make us chankfal to God, and excite us to ſhew 
C torth his praiſe, not only with our lips, Patt | 11 Our liy 6s, by walk 

«ing before him in holineſs and righteouſnels all our days,—and 
act, to:glorify- God by bearing much fruit. _. 

 ++84::Learn hence, that they do greatly etr, who vilify the good 
orks of:chriſtians,.and deny, them ali honour, leſt they ſhould 
diſhonour God, and depreciate the merits of Chriſt. Gool works 
beſpeak a healthy arid vigorous ſtate of ſoul, as labour and aQtivity 
Biſon? ahealiby. body,” Now it a patient” s recovery to health and 
activity; by the dagtor.s {kiJl, . is.no,, diſhonour. to the phyfician ; ; 
why ſhould. {it be thought- A diſhonour to God, that he hath quick, 
ened.- Our: dead. ſouls, reſtored, them to ſpiritual health aid yi our 
and *ereated | us anew. in Carift Jeſus, unto good works th Surel 
this redounds to the honour and glozy of God, and not to his ol 
hone: l 

4, Learn hence, "hat the g60/ worke and holy lives of chiming: 
13-2 great means ordained by J-ſus Chritt, for the conviction of 
finners, and glorifying God in the world, Preaching the . olpe! 
is the principal means, but not the only raeans. If the miniſter's 
life does. not- preach and contirm the doEtrine of his lips, he will 
do little good, And at true chriſtians, -male and female, are or« 
« ained preachers to the w' 211d by thet- good work kr; and woe be to 
om, if, in this reſpect, they KO not. O- that rhe eternal 
God. wouid bring this clofe. to if our hearts, Cliriluins, you 
rauſt preach by, well doing, and: ſhine by your good wo ks, wy 
{hew-men t1e, way.to heayen, by a converfatiga becoming he p 
pel of. Chrift, elf you are. no lights of Chrilt. bur ſtarbling b'o s, 
betrayers of the foals of men, by robbing them of one great ordi- 
hates. of God, and a mens appointed for. their [al'vation. You 

rofels the religion of Jetizx = lay you are hi; ; diſciples and fol. 
Vo Ev dign Will there. "0 ge.) Wz 14k your. rc Pigiony Fo, and What 
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Chriſt is by your liver, "Do ydur ver adotts. the goſpel 'of Chriſt 
in all things ? Do you walk according to'chat example. which Je. 
{us bath left-us to follow. kis ſteps? —Or, / are 7hey not ſuch as tend 
to perſuade men that Chriftians are as proud, ſelf-conceited, 
woridly, uncharitable.and envious as other people? This is-a're - 
proach to Chriſtianity; and a blaſpheming 'of Chriſt 3 -tho' you 
may extol him-with your'tongues, and your knees may 'often bow 
before him.  O'that profeſſors would conſider how 'much the ſal.- 


vation 'of men depend on their liver. ,, + Your lives,  Chri/frarg, 


« mult teach men that there is a heaven to be won, and athell to 
«be efcaped : Your lives muſt help men; to believe that Chriſt and 
his word 1s true ; Your Twes muſt tell men what holineſs 4s, and 
convince them of the neceſſity of regeneration ; and that ihe ſpi- 
\rit of fanification is no fancy, bur the witneſs of Chriſt ' i": the 
(world ; Your lives muſt tell men, by repentance and obedience, 
1 that ſin is the greateſt evil. ; and muſt ſhew them the difference 


i muſt. be glorified by your Yives. Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
| the (ſcripture, the c urch and heaven itſelf muſt. be known by 
' your lives.—W hat manner of perſons then ought wwe to be'in all holy 
converſation and gndhineſs?” 'Vhus did one of the greateſt divincsy 
and moſt ſucceſsful preachers of the laſt century, addreſs his au- 
tience. bn A TN FS; 

5. But if Chriſtiahs, are thus to preach'fo others by zheir. livers 


creat cauſe for hamilitation and lamentation at 7hzs day. ' Rivers 
of tears might Jultly ſtream from our eves, when we view. the 
zloomy proſpect of religion in theſe fates, O how nnlike are the 


lives of profeſhing Chriſtians to the faith they profeſs 1 how unlike 
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» Wo the pattern left them by Jeſus Chriſt} True, -we have more 
; profeſſed preachers and Chriſtians than formerly + but* what. does 
; this avail ? Will men fall in love with chriſtianity, by hearing 
” W ireachers revile and reproach each other ? Or, by ſeeing the peo- 
a the people running into fects and parties, cenſuring backbiting 


bul ?;—It 'is ho wonder that ſo few ate converted to the love of 


, God and holineſs, when ſuch 1s the aſpect of religious affairs. 
/ | My brethren, let us frequently pur that queſtion to ourſelves, 
y *hich our Lord pot to his diſciples, What to +ve more |han' others ? . 
þ | | 


What do,we, Which is likely-to..convert finners,. convince, unbe= 
levers, -and bring them to glorify God ? What are the good. 


(between the righteons and the wicked: yea the holineſs of God - 


yhere do the Chriſtians live? Alas! my_ brethren, / we. haye 


and defaming all who differ from them ? Will contentions, wran- 
flings, and ſeparations, of profeſſors tend to the converſion of any 


yorks of ours that ſhine before men ? You may go beyond others. 
lap n32n8, and « #765, and forinalities. But men lee nothing very. 


PS | 


winning in all 22/6 - If we would win'ſouls, and glorify God, we 
+muſt-go as far beyond them in «love, humility, meeknefs, patience, 
-« fruitfulneſs, ſelf-denial, mortification and heayenlineſs, as we 
do in þ» ofefſion, opinion and outward attendance on the modes and 
 inſtturions of the gcſpel. n wo | 
 " As'many real chriſtians as there are 1n. the world ſo many 
. praCtical-preachers and helps'to men's-coayertion are zthere. and if 
no more: people are converted" than are, Jet the blame lie, "not on 
God, tbut-where it ought to he. -Barren profeffors, who, with all 
their - ſeeming « ſhew'of humility, honour themſelves, and ' pride 
themſelves in their knowledge, gifts, and graces, and affeQt toy 
-preat a'diſtance' from others, 'as if unworthy of their -notice, ant 
are futl-of cenſures and railing- againit others, 'are not the -perſong 
"that honour- God” and gain the ſouls'of ” men. Tt 1s'the*chriſtian, 
that is fruitful 'in.good:avorks, which "mea may ſee and know to be 
.go0d, -who' glorifies God, :and is a real benefactor 'to mankind, 
puch a chriſtian"makes it manifeſt to 'the-eyes of "men, that there 
48 an excellency'in religion” and that Ch/:/? and his word are true, 
awvhich renew and fanCtify ſouls, beyond what any power on earth 
can do. TL OY Ret ed. 19:4 
Finally, my brethren, if you wiſh to honour God,:and be'benefi- 
-cial to others, then be ſuch yourſelves, as you would haye*others 
be Teach them by-example of pzety, :charity, patience, /elf- denial, 
"for bearing and forgiving: and not merely by words, which proba- 
bly are contradifted by your lives.' Theſe are the 'materials which 
-are proper 10: honour God and gain upon men, fo as 'to bring them 
to glority God Let us-therefore ſet ourſelves, with all might and 
_ diligence, tothe practice'iof 'good works; Let us be ſtedfaſt and 
unmoveab!e in this faithful courſe, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord: in works of faith and labours of love.—and we ſhall 
find, to the comfort of ourſelves, and the profit of others, rhat our 
labour 15 not vain inthe Lord. If Jeſus has committed talents to us, 
whether more orleſs let us uſe them to his glory, and the tempor- 
al and eternal good of as many as we can, —But' alas, too many. 
live in the world, as if they thought it enough to make a high pro» 
feſſion of religion, and abſtain from ſcandalous as of fin. * They 
may not hve 1n the praQtice of che things they ought not to:do—but 
| they leave undone the things' they ought to do SW. 
Perhaps ſome may think 1 have ſaid too-much about good works 
and through jealouſy for the doQtrine of juſtification by faith alone, 
without-the deeds of the law, may'diſapprove of what I hve now 
delivered : I know it 1s much eahier for, men co be zealous for gp:n- 
zons, than zealous of good works; and much eafier to contend' for. 
the doctrines of grace, than -to ſtrive /to obtain grace, But wif 
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ould you be. PIR for the dodtrine of" juft: ties by-faith, from 
any thing T have ſaid ?:” My /entiments of juſtcarion, by faith. are.. - 
the ſame now as they. ever have been.; and t. TM you have heard a 


thouſand-times-:. No thinking man.can ſuppo 
| of God, asif he-received anything of us. Butare chriſtians law, 


that we canmerit 


leſs 7: Are they not under a lawto Chriſt ?: Does that law bind us. 
to nothing? Dgesit not require obedience, and the improvement. 
of our talents in doing good * And ſhall we. not be judged by that 
aw 2: And what is ou by judging ?-Is it not. either, to juſtify, or 
to condemn *\\If. it: does-not mean this, I confeſs I am at a lofs far-. 
any meaning it-has. No works of ours can juſtify us, either in the. 
day of converſion, or day of judgment, from the charges of the law 
of innocency,. or law of works. © Noth 
Bat, as I have 6 "Fg tTaid fIAP the- 
pulpit, and alfo from the preſs, —ſhould any. man, at the final judg- 
ment, be-7u/tly accuſed of impenitence,. unbelief, and difobedrence, in 
which he anctimed to 'the end of his days«-E aſk, — would. that 
man ever” be iuftified- !—Confiderthe queſtion, —and I think;you 
will an{wer,. No, he-mult be condemned, both by law and” goſpel, 


ouſnefs: of Chriſt«can do this. 


g but the” 


perfect righte- 


| I aſk: agatn, ſhoulda man be falſely accuſed of final impenitence, 


 unbelief and-diſobedience, at that day; how is he to be juſtified frem 
' that falſe charge f—Pray conſider the queltion, without prejudice. 
-Is the man to be -ſtified from this+/aiſe charge by. the righte« 
w/ne/s of Chriſt, —or by his-being able to ſhew. that he did actual. 
ly repe:t, and believe, and .bey the goſpel; ——Undoubtedly, by the 
laſt, Conſequently none but ſuch-as repent; and briag forth fruits 
meet for repeatance—Nnone but ſuch-as believe and obey the goſpel 
will ſtand acquitted in the day 'of judgment, where every man will 
be judged. according: to his works, -and receive according to. the 
deeds'done in the body. They, who, by taithfu} continuance in 
well. doing. ſeek for glory; honour:and immortality, ſhall have eter- 


| nal-life ,—But ſuch as are contentious, .and-obey.not the truth, but 


Oey unrighteouſneſs, will meet with tribulation.and wrath, cnc 


. nation and anguiſh; and-be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtrud tion, 


decauſe they obeyed not the aſe] of our Lord Kifus Chriſt. 7 
_ Confider what Tas beensſaid and the Lord give you to-abound 


| M every good work—and enable you, at all times, to let your light 


' o ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good ms, and ior: iy. oY 


Father, whith 4 if 1th heaven. 


L 


Amen. 


. © IU). Speak of their conqueſt. And 


ing to what ſhal be ſaid at this time, that we. | 
in | our chriſtian . traye's and conflicts, - while .we are marching 
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EsracFs conquest ; or the seven. nations defen. 


\., DEUTERONOMYE. Vit. 2%: 


The Lord thy God will put cut” theſe nations. before thees by litle and lit- 


tes. 


IHE landof | Canaan, which the: Lord promiſed-to. Abraham, 
"| + and his poſterity, was a,type of heaven; the travels of. the. 


chuldren of Iſrael through the wilderneſs, in their way to.the poſleſ | 


Gon of. that land,' is a type of the travels, 'of. all true.chriftiang, 
through the wilderneſs of. this world; in their way to the-poſſelhon 
of that glorious and everlaſting ResT,. which remaineth» for the. 
people of God ; the enemies, which lain the way. of the-{/rae/:ter, 


and oppoſed their entering into the. earthly Canaan} are-typical of 
the many ard-, powerful enemies, which lie in the way of. God's 


#piritual Iſrael,-fight againſt, and oppoſe them, and do all in their 


power to. prevent their entering into the heavenly Cangan ;—-and. 


. God's dealings. with the people of Iſrael may alſo be typical of his 


dealings with believers in all ages '0£ the church. ——| theretore 
intend <0 accommodate my. text to the ſpiricual Ifrael of God; who, 


are now in their journey towards the kingdom of heaven, the ce- 
_eſtial Canaan above, where all the humble followers of Chriſt ſhall 
_ wrive'at laſt ; and where the wicked ſhall ceaſe from troubling, 


and tag weary fouls enjoy everlaſting Reſt.. 
L2e method I meap to purſue in, the proſecution of the ſubject, 


iSy FC re F 


IE. To ſhew who the ſpiritual Ifrael of God are. ©. 


II. Speak ob the enemies they have to contend with, | | + 


4 


we may all be animated 


through this howling wildexneſs to fairer worlds on high. 
. The words of my text contain a gracious and yery encouraging 


- 


promuſe to Ifrael of old ;—the bleffing, or favor promiſed to them, | 
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was indeed of ater porat nature: But- the ated Iſrael now” 
may with great propriety apply the-promiſe to themſelves-and take 
the encouragement aftorded thereby againſt their ſpiritual enernes 5 

as they may be aſſured that God has as'great/ a regard! for; their 
ſouls and ſpiritual intereſts, as he had: for the- bodies and ternpor- 
al intereſts. of his ancient people. , And as\ the Ifriel'off God: now 

bave many, nations of adverſaries\to contend with, 'they y "may; con- 
fidently rely on this promiſe, that the Lord their God will put out 
theſe nations before them, by little and little. Who they are thar 
my la $4 claim to this promiſe. I am now to point out; 


ſhewing who the ſpiritual ſrael of God are: —Thels are” 


now, Ng always have been in a ſpiritual ſenſe, what Iſrael 'of ol 
werein a literal, or temporal ſenſe. I ſhall-therefore. endeavour to- 
i]lu{trate the one, by allufions to'the other. 19 


I. Were the Iſraelites a choſen people 2 Gl are, the true: Iiriet: 


of God now.-—The Jewiſh natian, being taken into covenant with: 
| God, were called « a holy people! unto the Lord : and the Lord: 
*. their God' had choſen them to be a ſpecial people unto himfelf;”' 
(See Deut. vii. 6.)-In like manner/all trae chriſtians, the ſpiritua} 
.- Hrael, are a people choſen of God. | Sint Peter, ſpeaking to chriſ- 
 tians,” who were poſſeſſed of the precious. gift of faith, ſays, © Ye 
Care a choſen generation, a'royal prieſthood, a holy nation, a pecu: 


« liar people z. cailed out'of the darkneſs into marvellous light, to 
«thew forth the praifes of him, who had called them,” . (See 1. Pe* 
11, 9.'-=In a word. they are a pple; whorm* God harh for him. 
« ſelf to ſhew: forth his praiſe ey are ſeparazed from the worl:1 
to the ſervice of Gol=-they arMedeemed from all iniquity, an 
Jeſus Chrilt hath « purihed thei to himſelf, a peculiar people, 
« zealous of good works. (All the viſible. profeſſors of chriſtianity 
are federally. holy, by their baptiſm, as the J-ws were by circum. 
cifion z-—but as all were not Urael, that were of Iirael,' and hat 
received the external ſeal of circumcifion . to, all are not. the true 
Iſrael of God now, or real chriſtias, who have. been' baptized 3 


but the ſpiritual Iſrael are ſuch as have been made partakers of the \ 
gnified by t1-fe outward rites. *. For, (in 

yords, Rom ti." 29, 29.) he fs wot a chef 
L tian that is one outwardty—but h3.18a chriſtian, who 13 on? 


inward. Part and thing 6G 
alluſion to the apoitle's w 


þ inwardly ; and. baptiſm, as well as circumciſion, ts that of the 


= heart, in the ſpirit, and not in,the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of 


'© men, but of God.'. All God's true Iſrael are purified in heart. 
from filthy deſires, unholy afteQtions and evit diſpoſitions, -- * They 


« that are Chriſt's Dark TONE ey fa, with ho e alſjons and 


4 _ Wo: V. 


: 
: C ' 
WT > 
: », "Z 


ffs 


moſt of you; who are. hearing me; 


'* acloud, by day, and the pilla 4 


7: 28 If ach, in DES were ly cnllvet ne a+ mercileſs: 
tyrave, and made to ſerve,. with rigor, in The meaneſt and moſt la_ 


_borious drudery 3. and were afterward brought out-from._ thence, 
by the ſtrong han&® and outſtretched arm of divine power 3. ſo the 


true Urae! of God:have'alſo.been enſlaved,, by the devil, that infer. 
nal tyrant; and driven.-about by: rigid tatk-maſters, -* the luſt of the 
eye, the luſt of the fleſh, and the pride of life? They ſerved di. 
e-vers Tuſts. and: pleaſures, and were by nature: the children of 
« wrath eyen. 2s others.” 'Fhis is ſtill the miſerable ſituation and 
deplorable {tate of all men by-nature ; they. are enſlaved-to the devi/ 


and /an,; by whom they are employed in the meaneſt offices and. 


moſt fervi 'e drudgery.; 


and all the wages, they. have to expeCtfor 
their labom, 15:Dea:Þ, 


This, I fear, is uow the. wretched cafe of. 
Your condition 1+ truly pitt. 
able ; hol Ido. pity you, from my'vety ſoul. But. the- Lord -. has 
broken the” yoke from the neck of his people, and” burſt. their 
bonds; and with the right hand of his power hath-h- brought 
them out-of the E, gypt of their natural and unconverted ſtate, and 
ſet them free from the tyranny of fin. and fatan, and from. their 
bondage to the law a#/a_covenant of works ; ſo that their hearts are 
At liberty to-ſerve God in holineſs and righteouſneſs-3 and fin has: 
no longer the dominion over ems « for they '; are not under the 
£ law, but under grace.” 

 $. White the children of Iſrael roirpped: ia the ildarnrſy,: to- 
wards the land of pr miſe, they were conducted by. © the pillar of 
fire, by night.* - Sochriſtians, 
Ot repentance, and ſecn their. 


having: oaffed through the wate 


enerates waſhed away. in the-Red Sea of ' 2 Redeemer biood, are 


continually led on and conducted by the pillar of a cloud, by day, 
21d the pillar of fire | ny night. The pillar of the cloue ferved-not 
only for. a guide to direft them in their movements, but alſo for 
a ſhade to {creen them from the corching beams of the ſun, in 
Arabia"s burning defarts, It was beth a guide and. proteCtion ; 
and therefore. a titer repreſentation. of the Lord Jeſus Chritt, the 

Angel of. the covenant, who went with//and before the. Armies of 
Ifrael then, and is {till the guide and protector. of all true believers... 
Like a cloudy pillar.” or * the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary 
*land, he fcreens his people from the (corching beams, of the. fiery, 


Jaw, and protects them in every needful time'of. trouble and af» 


fault ; and gives them a bright and' luminous example to follo F 
his ſteps. The ſpiritual Irie! of God are well acquainted with 
this pillar of a cloud and know its great uſe and unportance.— 
They have- alſo the pillar of fire: by night I-mean the,word and 
Spirit of- God, which uy ever regard! 7 their guide, 1 in every caſe, 


— 


-, 


* 
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#hrough'a'l the turnings, windings and, intricacies of the wilder- 


neſs of this world; and hereby they are-led.into the right way tg 
the © city of habitation.” - All the children .of God have potter: not 
only the word, -but;-alſo, the- Spirit of "God for their. guide;z and 
© if any tan have not the Spirit.of Chriſt, he'is none of his : and 
6 2s any as are. led by, the Spirit- of God : they are the ſons of 
«« God.' -Rom. viii 9 & 14. "Ibo conſult the \word in all ca; 
ſes. and make-it the man of their counſel, 2nd the ſole rule of their 
-condu&t-: andthedpirit. like a pillar of fire by mght, Ulaminatey 
the' darkened eyes. of the- -underſtanding, that they, may beho'd-the 
wondrous things: contained 4y the ſacred pages z and moreover the 
ſame (pirit quickens and enzbſes the people of God to follow the 
heavenly guide, till they arrive -at Canaan's bounds, and enter 
that good land, where they no longer need a candle, or the light 
of the ſun, for there is no nipht there. 

4. The Iſraelites were fed with m111a from ibove, wile they 
ſojourned 1 in the wildrrnels ; © As it is, written, he gave them 
©<bread from heaven.” In like manner, the Tfrael oi God are 
2 people that feed on the hide | manna, the bread of life, of which 
-#at in the wiiderneſs was only a type. -* My fleth, ſays Chriſt, 
+.is meat indeed. T his is that bread which came down from hea- 
< .yen;==he that. eateth of this bread. ſhall live-for-ever.” B y. taith 
believers feed-on the body of our. Lord Jeſus' Chriſt, with a glad 
and. thankful heart, and hereby their bodies and fouls are preſerv=- 
ed to everlafting life, Chriſt is the reſtorer and preſerver of all 
ſpiritual. and divine Hhfe inthe ;hearts of Chrifians.; | and. they 
make him their 2/11, All in TJu/ /uyfication, all in Janification, their 
all for wiſdom and- righteoulineſs, ſanQification/ and. redemption. 


They lean-on him as their ſtrength and ſupport 3. and out of his' 


fulnefs they receive grace for grace. 


5, The Iſraelites were ſupplied with water 1n _- the wilderneſs, | 


from a Tock, which was an eminent figure of Chrik:. - They drank 


of that Aieiewal Rock that joliowed them, and that rock was Chrilt — —_— 


. Sc all believers have their ſpiritual refreſhments.from Jeſus. B& 
' waters and revives their fainting fouls from time-te, time,  * 


4 AN. 


| the zwater hs gives them cures or allays their thirſt after carnal ob< 


ets and the meld ſtreams ot ſenſual enjoyments,. which coald 


ney x-fatizfy the thirſty ſoul; -and it becomes. a well of living wa- 
Bwichin, Yringing up into everlaſting life. -Thus water is-drawa” 
from the wells of ſalvation, | by faith pleading the great and pre- 
cious. promiſes of the gO'Pet ; fo that power is SR to the Fl 


and ftrength to the weak. 7. 2 
6. As Jacob, one of the Jewiſh anceſtors, wreſtied mightily | 


—_— 


God: in prayer, and.from this circumitance' got the Narac of ſrael; -+ 
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—fo :all the ſpiritual Iſrael of God derive their name from him, an4 
particularly becauſe they ate a generation that diligently ſeek. the 
face of Jacob's God. They hve a life of prayer—they. pray in their 
families: they pray in ſecret, -——— they. pray in public They 
engage their enemies on their knees, and-gayn'the victory by cal. 
livg on GoJ, to fend help unto Jacob. yy. this theyigo on from 
ſtrength ro'frength, tor the Lord gives the feccours they: call upon 
bim tor, he upholds them with the right hand of his' power, and 
puts their enetnies, to ſhame. '« Shall not God avenge his own ele&; 
« that cry day and night unto him ? I tell you he will avenge 
«'them ſpeedily.” | AAAS I " 
- Having pointed out the true Tſrael of God, wh6 may Caim the 
proriſe in” the text, -—- I come, EL, Ma 
II. To ſpeak of the enemies that lie if their way,«=or the na; 
tions that oppoſe their taking poſſeſhon of the heavenly Canaan, 
_ "Many great and mighty nations ſtood oppoſed to' the children 
of lirael, and did all in their power to hinder "their pofleſſion of 
the earthly Canaan;-even * ſeven | nations greater and, mightier 
« than! they. A4ndafter they had got pofſſelliou of the lard of 
promiſe, ſo much of the remains of thoſe nations {till continued 
in the country, that they were prickles in their eyes, and thorns. 
in their ſides. And beſides, outward - enemies, civil broils and 
contentions aroſe within, .to -their great vexation and inquietude.. 
Ephraim againſt Manafſeth, and Man affeth againſt Ephraim; 
' Ifrael againſt Judah, and Judah againſt Ifrael, Theſe are en. 
ſamples, and hold out to us the ftate and circumſtances of the. 
church- milifant here on eatth,—In alluſion therefote to the ſeven 
nations, which the Lord theur God ' put out before the people of 
old, I ſhall mention ſeven nations 'of ſpiritual enemies, which 
mightily oppoſe the Lord's people now, in their travels to the 
Canaan-above.:.. - OL | | 7 
| 1. There 1s a nation of vain thoughts, which, like ſwarms of 
locuſts, ſeek to deprive the people of God of all good, —drain\away 
the ſap of their religion, and eat up the very vitals of the ſouls. 
—This nation 1s ever ſwarming about and around them —peſter-_ 
ing and perplexing their minds in the moſt ſacred exerciſes of de-. 
votion. © It breaks, in upon their meditations —beſets them in their, 
'  ſecretretirement--pours in upon them in the public afſembly, and; 
eloſely purſues them even to the table of the Lord ; and ſtrives 
* render all, the means of grace of no effect. The chriſtian is often” 
ſo'much beſet with this nation of .yain thoughts, that he 1s ſo. Ir 
from finding any real delight and apparefit profit in the means of 
ore, that his. heart is wounded, and he comes. from his knees 
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fhould till lodge within the Salty of Jeraſalem, or find any en. 


trance into his heart, eſpecially in thoſe minutes ſet apart for the 
holy. exerciſes of worſhip and deyotion. —l dare ſay, my chriſ- 
tian friends, you are, Ro, ſad experience, too. well acquainted 
with what T am now ſ{ayiug, and it would be a wonder, if theſe 
Philiſtines have riot been pon you, lince you came unto this ſanc. 
tuary to days 

2. There'is a fiation of heart. plagues. and deceitful laſts, that 
Tceulk within, and mightily perples the people of God, and render 
their progreſs heayenward flow 'and heavy. Che heart of many. 
by nature, is deceitful and deſperately wicked above a'l things :* 
a cage of unclean birds,.and a neſt of every abomination - ir is* 
earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh. Atheiſm, pride, enmity to God, 
ſelfiſhneſs, hypocriſy, preſumption and unhelief have full poſſeſhom: 
and reign, and domineer without controul. Conld we ſee the 
hearts of men, as God fees them, we ſhould. diſcover all theſes 
and a filthy train of other abominations without number -- and 
we ſhould no longer wonder that it is. ſo hard; to induce a finner 
to quit the devil's colours, and come over to the camp of Jeſiis 
Chriſt, And even the ſpiritual Iſrael, who have left the ſtandard. 
of hell, and have lifted themſelves ander the banner of the Lord's 
anointed; and are juſtified by his righteoutneſs. and made parta= 
kers Of the divine nature, ſtill find, to their, grief, 8uch remains 
of this notion within, as to be as orickles 1 in their eyes, and thorns 
in- their ſides. True, they have obtained, a ſignal viRtory over .' 
this nation, they. have dethroned it; and-ate daily. crucifying the 
$ fleſh with the affections and laſts; and it has not the dominion 
over them,” | Yet, to their coſt, they Find that innate corruption 
1s not entirely deſtroyed. At times it may ſeem to lie Gore 
mant, but it frequently rallies all its broken forces .t6 regain 
the throne in the heart And, I may venture to fay, the: ehriſ- 
tian meets with more trials and difficulties £ rom this quarter, than 
all others, By this the aftive powers of his ſoul are enfeebled, 
and he 1s brought to mourti in_ darkneſs and diſtreſs, after the - 
enjoyment. of great light and comfort ; his deyotion. is cooled, and 
his (x pirityal powers enervated. Ina word, were. it nat for thig 
nation of heart plagues and deceitful. taſts remaining, or, if thig 
weretotally deſtroyed—the chriſtian's life would-be a heaven up» 
on Earth, and lie would march onward;-with comparatively little 
or-no interruption. Whereas now, he has to diſpute every inch 
of ground, as he makes his advances: through the wilderneſs. 

5, There's a nation of. doubts, fears and jealouſfies. which. 
greatly annoy and. diſcourage the people-of Gods At times, 
"hey are. ſo beſet with this nation, thas- they 'are tempted LAS 
D 3 26H. 
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throw down their arms, and give oyer- the expedition, and rettiyh 
Hack into Exyp : as Was the caſe of the Iſraelites, when their 
Faith f2iled and their enemies appeared ſormidable, and even in- 
vincible. * Would God,” ſay they, « we- had died in Egypt=——— 
£ would God we had died in the wilderneſs '==O. how much of 
this'unbelief an cowardice are found 2mong the-people of God 
at this day ?. They are aſſailed with foch troops of doubts and dif. 
truſt of th promiſes of God, and fears of the power and policy 
of their etemies,—that they are yuite difpirited. They fear. they 
ſhall neverhold out—never withſtand the principalities and powers, 
- which they have to wreftle with - they cannot truſt Jefus 'with 
the ſole care and conduCt of their fouls nor 'can they rely on the 
great and preciom promſcs of the goſpel, or draw any fenfible com. 
fort and ſupport from them ; \ they ate J*alous'of God, and think 
he pays no regard to their poor 1imperiect petitions 3 they- fear 
ſuch weaFlings as they will be cruſhed as graſhoppers under the 
leet of their gigantic foes. Heavenly promifes and meſſages of 
grace are ſtill ſounding in'their ears which affures them, that « The 
s Lord their God will put out theſe nations before thetn, by. Iittle 
« and little. z Yhat hc witl give power to the faint and to them 
e that have he might he will jncreaſfe {irength : that he will fend 
© an anxe| before. them, to keep them, and brivg to the place he 
© has. prepared? But {il theſe doubts, fears and nadie 


; jea'ouhes ſtave of every promiſe, and exclude all the meſſages of 


grace. While this 1s the caſe, they are totally -at a ſtand, and 
gain no ground at all -. yea, they may be ſeized with ſuch a fit .ot 
cowardice, that if there were no Calebs and Joſhuas to encourage 
them. or rather, ſhou'd thei captain leave them. and ceaſe to- ſhew 
himſelf wnto them, if I may ſo ſpeak, they would ſtop {hort of the 
good land, and rake themſelves gods. and go back into Egypt: 
"Bur Jeſus rebukes, their cowardice and diſtruft,: ſaying © O thou 
© of little faith wherefore didit -thou doubt? and he allays, their 
fears, by afreſh manifeſtation - of Linfelf, ſaying. Jt ts. 1, be-nit 
atraid, He breathes his Spirit into- them, ſets their faith in exer- 
_ Ciſes, and ſuggeſts ſome prom ſnitab'e to their | ,on-which, being 
eta bled to rely. tney take courage and go for ward—ſay ing,” » "In the 
£ Lord hare we righteouſneſs td ſtrength 4 In the- ord will we 
* do valiantly In the ſtrength of the Lord- will wy 893. ; Qraniug 
« mention of his rightsoufrieſs, even of. his only. 

4. 'FPhere is 2 nati>n called the rarer of this avort' and the hat, 
 fulneſs of riches. A very m: ſchievous and peſtiient nation is this, 
arlg Nas made. Fr oat Navac Song th2 armies of i gant 


$ T Xe heed, leſt; at any time, your hearts be raged with-— 
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*the cares of the world, and:that: day: come. upon you unawares,” 


And Saint Paul.tells us, —© They that will be rich fall into tempta + 
« tion.and a ſnare,,and 1nto-many. foolifh. and burtfut Juſts, which. 
drown men 1n deſtruction and perdition.- For the love-of money 
£ 18 the root of-.a!l. evii.' Our Lord compares this nation to briars_ . 
and:thorns that. choke the: word: of life and render it- abortive, The- 
geneenity of mankind. are. wholly ſ{nbdued. by: this nation - and 
they. engage. in- the. ſervice: thereof fo. intenlely,. and with: ſuck 
exceſhve eagerneſs, that God and\Chriit- and the concerns of their- | 
louls are forgotten., and heaven-and- hell and: all. the glorious and” J 
dreadful realities of the-eternal worid are diire -arded;.. Thus they.. 
live-eſtranged from. Gd, and; without doing: his favour-aud ima ef / 
they:mult be:miſerable to all eternity, And the people of: God, who- 
have renounced: the: dominion: of the worid,.and have choſen a bet: 
ter- portion. aad: lot: of inkericance, find great oppolition, from. this 
quarter—lt- is: their. duty, indeed. to. provide things, neceffary, for 
themſelves and. houl{ehoids, and. to- 6e-dilagent in bufineſs;.as.well' 25. 
fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord.” But, O how hard. do-they. find 
it. to. keep: their hands. and their hearts luitably hixed and employed 
on their own diftintt and proper objzQts- "The world. would have 
the heart and: hands. both : andf chriſtians: are not always on their 
guard” zt wiilkinfinuate- itfeif into their: hearts, before they: AYe- An 
werezand drive:out the, proper c27e of the ioul,  which-18. the-one 
thing needfuk The peop: e of God exverience the worid tobe a 
great enemy to the hie-and power of region —they frequently find 
their- devotion. cooled, and the devout» alpirations of. their ſouls. 
checked by its influence t and they. find it exceeding. difficult to. 
mamcain a, heavenly mind amidit ſo.many.earthly 'objects, to. which 
Guty-C calls their attention in a: certain-degree..- ow many h ave we 
£n0Wn, Who once. appeared- to et out, and. 47 well townrds hea 
yen bu: afterwards, betnz, entangled. by a mai: iplicity. of. worldly 
care3:.' or allurea by.the "Jeceirfal glare of riches. and honours— 
they turned abde from. the right Ways topped ithort> and. died in 
the wilderneſs f ——- 'Fhe world 1s an enemy the more. pernicious 
and deitrudtive, becauſe it makes 1ts approaches: fo imperceptibiy, 
holds oat falfe. colours —and comes forward under fo many. plauſi« 
de names and pretences, that it often impolez even on the people 
of God:.and infinuates itſelf | into-their hearts fo far, and gets ſuch 
ſtrong footing; that God is obliged to drive it out. of them, by the 
rod of ſevere corretion—oT5s, crolles, - pains ard bereavemeits. 

5. There is a nation. cf devils, which, like.r2: rg. ions, ave goo 
ing about, ſeeking whom: they my. devour. How numerous this na- 
tion is, we may judge from this: circumſtance mentioned in the 
2aſpe}, that a \ legion ok. dens, had entexed. 10tQ One man ; Mark. 


«_ 


V. 9.). This. nation. muſt be reſiſted by. greateſt ſtedfaſtneſs in the. Ty 
faith, Thoſe infernal ſpirits. have acceſs to the ſpirits of men— bi 
they preſent inſnaring. images to. the imagination, and blow'the | 0 
coal of paſlion. and appetite. They are. reſtleſs to do miſchief, — Tt 
and their malice is peculiarly whetted, and pointed againſt a}l good:. . i 
m-'n ; as may be. gathered from, the. caſe of 795. And it they can= |} 21 
not ſtop. and preyent a chriſtian from, preſerving in his march to, I 31 
Canaan above, they, will do all in their power to. render his way. I Þ 
as hard and, diificult as pollible. F a b 
6. There 1s a nation, of ungcdly men. Theſe are. employed as W 
caterers.and recruiting officers to the devil's army. The/e, by their. ] 
falſe. reaſoning, enſnaring examples, threatenings and flatteries, do: V: 
oreat miſchief tp.the armies of Iſrael, They hinder thouſands from 0 
any {erious purpole. of: leaving the camp. of hell, and from taking. I 
one ſtep, toward the celeſtial Canaan, And thoſe, who, do ſet out: h 
heavenward, they. will hinder and bring back to Satan's ſtandard, 
if reproaches, threatnings, flatteries,. perſecutions, or. perſuaſions will A 
do it. And they too'often ſucceed in the. infernal. attempt. Nor I n 
3s their influence. inconliderable on thoſe, who have been longer f 
travelling in the way to Zion. But as L haye often-mentioned- this. v 
nation, on other occaſions, and. ſpoken of their. power, policy: and ſ 
various methods of attack, and alſo given. you proper warning a- 
gainſt the company and pernicious influence of ungodly men, I 
{hal! not enlarge here. 3 "328 
7. I muſt:eil you, that there 1s a,nation of fs in life. and: con- 
verſation, wluch. {till infeſt the camp.of Iſrael. O. chriſtians, be. 
unpartial, and fay:-if this nation doth not more or leſs beſet your 
armies every day., The more notorious and abominable. crimes of 
ſwearing. lying, drunkenneſs, fornication, adyltery, murder, groſs : 
{abbath-breaking, and ſuch like, can indeed have no. place 1n a | 
chriltian camp. All ſuch are ſhut out of the congregation of the 1 
{ 
| 
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Lord, Every Achon. is ſtoned, Zimri and C-/44 arg. put to. death, 
and the gacherer of ſticks is ain without the camp. But, O:.how 
many: tdle words, how much unſavary. converſation, no. ways. 
adapted to, edification,, how much backviting and ſpeakingievil one 
of another, how many haſty, raſh and: unguarded words, to chil. 

_ dren and fervants, and words not ſtriftly. true. —I tremble as T pro- 
ceed, © If thou, O: Lord, ſhouldſt be extreme to mark what'is done," 
or {aid « amifs,* even in the camp of Hrae/, « Q Lord whio ſhould 
ſtand ?””. And how. many ns of omitlion are alſo breaking 1n;, on 
the right hand and the left | He that knoweth todo. good,” ſaith 
Saint James. « and doeth it not, to-him-it is fin.” Now, how mas 
ny opportunities both, of doing good and receiving good are neg 
lected 5 Is not the duty of Chriſtian reproot, correQion, wart: 


397 
ing.and inftruQtion tos much omitted ? And though the £ 1bbarh 
be not groſsly profaned: by.-manual labour, yet, alas, how many” 
of the ſacred hours of the day are milimproved, and even miſ2>ent 
in trifling and worldly converſation ? How is the due wmprove. 
ment of the ſeveral hours ot the day. omitted ? | The. day was ſet 

_ apvrt for reading, hearing, meditation, prayer, and for. the an{truc. 

' tion of your children and domeſtics in the principles of re'igion. 
But how much are. theſe things .omitted ? Indeed, my. brethrea, 
by the groſs | ignorance of the children, of moſt profeſſors, one. 
would be. tempted to think-rhat the divine command to parents, to 
bring up their-children tn the nature and admonition of tue Lord, Was 
very little regaraed, it not wholly omitted. O what direful hav.. 
oc do: theſe fins of omiſſion: and commiſſion make in the- atmies of 
Ifraet? Hence ſo much, deadneſs, weakneſs. and leannels,. and 
hence we move ſo ſlowly on in the heavenly journey. 


Theſe are ' the ſeven nations, which are- coatinually fighting 
againlt the Iſrael of God, The nation of vain thoughts ever hover- 
mg. and {warming around ; the nation. of heart plagues ſtill brews 
ing miſchief within ; ,the nation of worldly cares eating out. the 
vitals of the ſoul; the nation of doub!s and fears diſpiriting the 
ſoul, and cutting off its communication with the well of ſai vation . 
the nation of gdevzlr ſtrong and mighty to devour z. the nation of 
ungodly men ever lend ing the devil a he!ping hand : and the nation" 
of 4.5 of oriſhon and commiſſion daily infeſting the cainp of Li- 
rael. LA 1 HT 

To theſe feven nations, as intimated before, the whole world of 
mankind, , by nature, are in ſubjeQion - yea, they are'1n willing 
ſubjection. And: the people of God, who have left their ſervice, 
and haye taken up arms againſt them, find themſelves ili beſet by 
them to ſuch a degree that they are obliged to lie' upor. their arms 
night and day, and to keep out their fentries continually ta watch 
tae approach of the enemy, It muſt therefore be good news tq 
them to hear that the Lord their God will put out theſe nations 
before by. little and little. 

. And-this leads me, FR 

TH. To ſpeak of Ifrael's:conqueſt.  - 

Here I would have you obſerve, and T hops you will never for- 
get it, that the battle is the Lord's, an'! that it is- he who gives his 
people the power ta make head again their enemies, and with: 
ſtand every aſſault The language ot-every true Iſraclite, ig, $I 
will not truſc/in my bow, it 1s not my own ſword. that ſhall help 
me.'—And at the'concluſion of every victory, whether great or 
Imall, all the honour is given to God, ſaying, 4 Not unto us, O 


Lard, not yato us, but to thy name be all the glory.'—l1 do. at 


249 that-the people. of, Gol, are entirely paihve in the ſpiritua} 
warfare ? Nv. ; they muit be aCtive, vigilant and courageous in 
contending-witi the Eva JON rs. i 0pavlition. They muit be 
armet at ali points, and wield their arms with {kill and COurage 
67 every ICaltoa, —_ 4&11017 theretce of ifranl's. congqueit, I 
thal!, wo | 
(F. ) Stew: how the peopie-of:God are brought: ons the held. of 
battie © WET es 
_ (2.) Stew how the conqueſt is carried ons. and compleated; 

1.) Lam-to.thew how the paople: of God are brought on: to: the: 
field of battle agaiuit the ecemies, And this; uſually. 1s by {utle 
and littls —> We know; or atleatt have hoard; what ſmall de 20nd. 
cnce- 18. © be, put my ray /ouirfs. and unditciplined mutt. Ziey 
muſt be marche |, and couneranarched from held-to- eld, and 
chaifed and harraile-{, betorethey are-fit to-face.an- evemy. —DS2me. 
iadeed, 1m awarm {it »:,Or fiery mood, haſtily: conceit tramlslves 
yery brave ſoldies of Chrilt, 2nd- thiak they can face the 'devil, 


ai. 
} 
&il 


the world, .a14 every thing, and« dechre. tney are. ready: to pa. 


I through fire and water, and4even to. the cro/s, tar their dear Cap* 
tain. . But how ſoon do they. betray their miltake; turn out cow. 
ards, fly tron the croſs, and deiert the armies of the: Lord '?— 


Thoſe therefore wao will. and the fire of the eaniny: without 


fiaching, are ſuch as: have been» brought. on regulariy- to: battle, 
have gone: through: 4 courle of diſcipline, and have been. marched, 
by their Capcain, wrough ſeveral fields, before they were brought 
to the field of putle, where 2 ations are bravely withitood,. and 
pat out before them. There arey at leaſt, as many as fix fields, 
enrough, waicl wept 4g Mar ched, Daeſe I ihall azzaton i dut 
order.” SONED 
i. Their. great TT wiſe Ciptain leads Now to a large fteld; cal- 
led Gonftder ation. {1ihought gn my ways, (ays David and turned my 
rn: to thy teflimanie;, Here the ward of command is, © Thus ſait! 
©the Lord, conſider your WAYS. Accordingly rhey do: conlides 
how madly they have acted @ll rizir-days, by forfaking the Lord, 
ſing with the devil, and iighiing againlt God. They conlider 


the dreadful conſequences Gi Gaming ag amt Heaven, and. that. 


their. fouls muit burn in hell forever, if they continue in ihe ſervice 
cf their lufis and ungodly pleaſures. I fear thouſands, 11 our day, 
never go ſo far towards heaven as to ſtep. into this field of Conjuder- 
ation —They do. got conſiler the dreadtul tate their ſouls are un, 
by nature , they conſider not the evii of theit ways, tne deadly and 
deſtructive nature of fn, and where it will land their imhortal 
ſouis at lalt, Bur on they run, in a thoughtleſs career, till ficlt one, 
aud then another Kumale oa the dark mountains, and fall inta th! 
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Fery derpe below. TY man was ever brought to the field of bat- 
tle, or even took a fingle ſtep towards the REN: Canaan, that 
was not firſt brought to this tie}d of Conſeveration. Thetefore ſaith 
the Lord, *«« O that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, and 
« would cant; dos their latter end.?— The Lord fornetimes leads h1s 
people to this feeld, by the inttrumentality of fickneſs and Pain, 
loſſes and bauretacnts'; but more commonly, by the preacting 
of the goſpel. 

2. From the held of (conſedoration the. Lord raatches his people 


to 2 diſma! Held, called the field of Concer. Phe werd of com ; 
mand here 1s, .£ Let all the innabitants'of the earth tremble. This 
field hes conngnous to the /o- mer : for when a man conſiders his 
ways and the dreadful} ftate his ſoul is in, and - what muſt be the 
conſequences of living and dving 1 in-Gn, be cannot but tremble and 
be oreatly concerned: His tranſpgr>ſions are great and INany— 
he hears the thunders & Sinai, He is under the carfs, 2jre2dy con». 
demned, and he knows not how ſoon the ſentence of a81th will he: 
executed. At all this he is greatly concerned, and the 1mportant 
enquiry ariſes in his mind, What tall I do? have, fays he, liv 
ed 4n rebellion againſt God, I have neple&ted Chriſt atid the great 
ſalvation, and 1s there any mercy for nie ?' | 

3 From this field of-&once: nn, the Lord leads his nodal ts: an - 
other, whichi1s called-the field of Ref eNlefſnefc. Herts the word: of 
command 18, Eſcape for thy life. Every ſoul 43 now. in motion. 
Not. one 'can be ealy 1n his preſent dangerous ſtate,” Every one is 
looking this way and that to find ſome means.of f eſcape. Thepoor 
rebel, who 18 law-condemned,. atid- ſelf. condemned, now feads,. 
heary, prays, perhaps gives alms, fotiakes his finfu! praftices,” re” 
forms his hife, and cil;gently attends on all the inſticotions of. ye - 
ligion. 'Dhis may appear a eonfiderable advance, apd ſuch a man 
may be thought to have gone throvgh a ſufficient ſchool -of gifci. 
viine and exerciſe, and is now prepared to face the enemy:— Buty 
how good, and neceſſary theſe things mentioned may be 1n their 
place, yet, the man now has ſcarcely got half wth to-the- field of 
battle. He mult be.ied through ſeveral fieids. yet,. before. he C2 
be capabie. to>encounter his enemies to anv good effech;; ; He } 15-28” 
yet on” an old covenant” bottom, ſeeki ng "life; by the deeds: of the. 
low.avd the.. works. of his own hands, and therefore let him he ever / 
lo reſtieſs, .and. ſtruggle ever fo bard, fin will: haye the. domin? 
10n- Over. himz Hetavly he.1 18. tall tnder ihe Tad; and not under 
TYRCE. a | 

1. From the field of Refile! Trel the Ford marchas ay; weagle* 


here inſtead of a word of com nand, they hear a Word of .threxc, 


On to a dark and gloomy Geld, cal'ed the fte:d, of D:/p 1. Any. | 


&00 
ning and a curſ> ; * The foul that nneth ſhall de : and curſed is 
* every one that continaerh not in all things written in the book 
© of the !aw todo them.” Hereupon the loftineſs of man 18 bow. 
ed down, and his haughtineſs is made low, and the foul is bronght 
to defpair of ever making atonement for one fin, or eſcaping the 
tremendous curſe of the law, by any thing he has dofie. can do, 
or ſuffer. This view of things gives a deadly ſtroke to' all Jegal 
hopes vf ever getting to heaven, and eſcaping the damnation of 
hell, þ y the deeds 3 the law, or by * prayers, alms, reformation, 
© repentance,. or ſelf-righteouſneſs,” On this field . man ſees that 
he lies at merey, and his language 1s, © O Lord, ! am diſtreſſed, 
* undertake for'me ; Lord fave or I periſh . I ami all as an un. Ill © 
© clean thing before God, and all my righteouf! nefſſes are as Hithy 
Crags.' Till a man 1s brought to this fieid, he is too wiſe in his 
own eyes, and too conceited cf his own ability to make a good ſol. 
dier of Jetus Chriſt : nor will he put thac confidence in the Cap. 
tain of his Lord's armies, as 13 abſolutely neceſſary to be repoſed 1 bv 
him. But when a man is brought to Uelpair of himſelf, we may 
begin to hope he' will turn out well in the end. 
5. From.the field of deſpair the Lord leads his people to a fleld 
of a more chearful caſt, called the field of Hype. And now the 
word of command is, hope i ia the Lord, and wait upon him. Upon 
this field the ears are more and more opened t9 the glad tidings of 
falvation and redemption, and the ſoul is infpired. with hope” that 
the Lerd will be gracious, and look in niercy on the helpleſs and 
diftrefſed. Here the people are encouraged to wait upon the Lord, 
by many a promiſe, till he ſhall haye mercy upon them. « The 
© vifion is for'an appointed time, though it tarty, wait for it ; for 
<1t wil ſurely Come, it will not tarry,” beyond” the belt ard fulleſt 
time. 
'6, From the field of Hope the Lord leads his people i into A o 
ous field indeed, called No field of ſaving faith. Here they get 
a view. of Chriſt in all his glorious fulnels, ability and ſuitableneſs, 
and hereupon they are determined to liſt under. His banner as yolun- 
'teers. and, by divine grace, they are enabled to oin themfelves to 
"him, and give themſelyes op to his care and condut —renouncing 
all other dependence and all other lords, that have 'had the'domi. 
7310n, over then. To him alone they look to defend them from 
"the wrath and curſe, they have, by fin, expoſed themſelyes to— 
"and to protect them from all their enemies, and to drive them out. 
"And now being united to Chriſt by faith, they receive ſtrength and 
recruits from him, ſo as to put to fight the armies of the aliens. Thus 
by little and little the Lord brings his people to battle Long the 
rations that oppoſn them, ' I come 


EE ah 2a pwroio ied $$ kn a me bebo» +> a = Yi, food A 2 HO mr” & Www N O KA 


" w 4 a 4 \ - : 
 » ln Fe,o7 » Ls 4 a” #\ "= od MN p *”: - Ds y 
/ " ME W639 of A 

l l 'Y 


K 


2.9. ſhew how. the. con veſt. is earried..on 0 wF. 
This 15 alſo, uſually,, by little is. little, ba have b v2 conglos? : 
this, and the. two po heads, that I'muſt be exceeding | brief on. 
this particular, I would therefofe juſt. obſerve, that. : © people ol | 
God:know. by experience, that they have enemies, both ex ternal; 
and internal, to. contend with, which mightily diſturb weaken, vex._ 
and torment! them in theis way; to. heaven. z' \ particular F nbred-” 
corruption. and the remains of fin un their haarter 'Lanx perſuaded.” 
alſo, that they find, by experience, that though theſe nations- og 
weakened, and ſubdued, and. put out; more ahd. more, yet; it 18. by: | 
little and. littie ; and ſometimes. ſo gradually. and 4nperceptibly,” « 
that they do not know whether they de gainings or; lolnig ground,” #. 
—But, generally ſpeaking, the! faithful figd.. them elves ..on.the./ 
gaining hand, and by their Captain' s might. and the Hemury \{[orit 
from. above, they. Obtain one; victory: after: another 4; a1 ITY 
o/ David grows Pronges and Prronger,, and. the houſe of Saul: { wa? 
weaker and weaker, Faith,. prayer and. watch ulneis ; are. res nain- 
parts of the Chriſtian's ATXMOUNT, Every chriſtian ka KIN! ws: that al a hug | 
ſtrength lies.1n God, who is. the ſ{trengthof his heart andhis x POre.. 
tion tor ever... It lies? in God manitelted-1 in the fleſh. : And BG 
by the! blood: of the lamb that he conquers his enemies; and by the? 
Spiric of Chriſt the deeds of. tha body, afe mortified,: and: corruption”. 
ered. But it is by faith and prayer that he-drawshelp from 
Chriſt. to obtain the victory over the wrolle the: flelh'and'the gevi,. 
Faith alſo begets love, and thus. purities the heart, and ſets it-in-. 
oppoſition to all fin. .. Faith'brings to view the - damning,and; dee" 
ſtrucive conſequences of 6 n,, a8 well as.-its odious NALUTS at 
thus excites all the, powers 'of/ the, ſoul to, rite-up. againſt:it,/ and; 
call for fire from heaven+to. conſume it; and leave it neither rot . 
nor bragch.  'O/when faith is in lively exerciſe, what: exploits Tan). 
it. do? |It takes hold of the-{trength'of the. Lord, and'makes the 
nations "Bee! When the. chnitian gets a little of the ſpirit” of. Prayer, 
and:by Faith: Pleads te promile or fanQuification, he” gains gre "IF 
and | iv: in expeQation ; that, f the God of peace* wili bruiſe his ene - 
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We £1: AM alapply the ſubjeat a. ) By way of examination. (2, )By 
exhortation. | 

+4840) aye examination. And, now vlers me aſk, who fone 
.you. are the truedfrael-of God? who is-0n'the Lord's fide ? who 2? 
{i r. the. ſolption; ofthis important queſtion, you needonly. Have res 
cour e to-thefirſt head of diſcourte, where {pointed out the 'cha- 
rafter of the ſpiritual Hradlites, by which L-would have you exam. 
mine yourſelves.—— ©Þ-pauſe for a reply.” 

© If you. have examined-impartially, -then I ſuppoſe. 'two forts of, 
_ are found to dex an the WORgrTS SIO, to whom I would ad, 
dreſs mylelf. 
1.1 I far ppole. there are Feveral 'here, who belong not to the Camp 
olfrael, but are ON; the- fide of . hell and-the;nattons 'at war with 
the Lord's anointed... Othat you wodld conſider what: you are do. 
ing, and what the end. -of this will be, You..are now miſerable 
Laveso the devil and--your luſts, ; and of all flavery yours is the 
worſt. The god of 7s warld-hath already blinded your eyes, 
. that you”ſee not your” \miſerable +thraldom, and the maffy chains 


wherewith-you are bound. Seven nations have:the rule over you,. 


_and:under-which you'ate warring againſt the eternal God. O 
what will the. iffue of theſe things. $2 XL honeftly warn you of 
 the-conſeguenge, and declare- unto..you from: the word of truth, 
_ i that, unleſs yeu-qui: the ſervice of. thefe nations, and get them dri- 
ven autef .your.nearts in. time, they. will-drive you to the priſon 
of hell,. by you-in Tetters'ot «fliction-and. Pain, and bind you in 
Chains of crarlaſtikg darkneſs, mourning-and woe., The glorious 
land-of reſt you will never ſee, but at an -unapproachable diſtance, 
which will. only augment ;your' torment.———O then, be 
to leave the camp: of hell, .and fly ro:the ſtandard of the Lord Je- 
ſus Chrift, and1n}:{f yourſelves in his fervice Yor. ever. He will 
receive you into his army, and ciothe you in the ſpotleſs. 4s; of 
his righteauſneſs, the Sher with-a covering, of his Spirit, 'prot 
and. defend you from all your enemies, and IE a you more. 
conquerors over the ah: 
eye, |.e willlead you on with his hand: and at laſt, conduQt you 


Wray 
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lafe toa good inheriiance, m a /and flowing with milk and boney- 
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with every material't6 make you blefſed and tappy to. all etermity.. . 
O that this were the language. of every heart to- days « Come, © 
6 come, Lord Jeſus, and reign over re; and in me;” and put down. 


6 and drive out all the inimical nations from. my heart, and be thor 
* the Lord of every motion there? ” 


perſuaded. 


ng nations. He will guide you me Wn 


- EPs 403 © 
2. T am ta addreſs myſelf to you, who have joined yourſelves 
to the Lord, and are marching on, under his-condu&;: to Canaan's 
fertile bounds 3 and are engaged in war with. the enemies of God 
and your own fouls, When M-/e7,. the fervant of the Lord was 
dead, Fo/bua was appointed as hs ſucceflor to: lead and condu& 
the people to the poſſeſſion. of Caraan... So the- lord? Jeſus, -the 
true Moles, \ being aſcended. inta. the heavens, has: appointed 
ſucceſſion of Toſhuas, . or-miniſters, to.go-before- his-people, and 
guide and animate-them-in-their. trave!s-: and - battles. | F would 
therefore, as. one. of. the Lord's. miniſters, -addreſs.you; in the 
1znguage of :Fo/hug- (chap..-1.. 6, 7:) Be Rrong and of a grod:courege, 
for \unto- you-ſhall the heavenly: land be given for an: enber itance. 
« 'fnly, be: thou; ſtrong and very courageous,” that thou: maye{t ob 
© ſeryeto 6o- according to-all. the. laws. which. Mes my ſervant 
© copamand thee ; turn; not; from-it-tothe right hand, or:to the left, 
« that: thou/ mayeſt-proſper: whetherſoever- thou/goeſt *-—- And for 
your encouragement, know- this,.. that. though- your enemies: are 
great-and mighty, yet. the Lord Jeſus; wha 1s" now. your” leader 
and defender, is greater and. mighcier- than they:;- and he' is. an; 
enemy. to- your enemies, and an .adverſary*to. your adveriaries..— 
I know it 18 grievous ta. your-ſouls-ro- be aftiuired- by. ſin, . or to 
feel pride and- corruption ſtirring. wirhin. : but. cemember. that the 
God- of peace will bruiſe Satan. under your feet. thorily:. and chat 
the Son. of. God was/mamifeſted to deſtroy the. works of the devil: 
Through him: you. have. already obtained; many. a victory, therefore 
purſue your advantage, and f#ght the good. fight of, /aith, for the Totd. 
your God fighteth-for you, and when he-ihal! ariſe-all- your ene. 
mies ſhall be- ſcattered, Let all your confidence be 1n, and all 
your dependence upon the Lord Jelus Chriit, andthe. victory is 
lure and certain. | a ET Rs 
Be not. content with-any preſent advantages: but-purſue the aa. * 
tions. till they, be totally deſtroyed. Do not think.they are all dead- 
decauſe-at ſometimes they. may ſeem:to be quiety; but /aarch them. 
out, and give them-all up to your gracious and'almighty. Captain, 
that he may * deſtroy-them with-the breath ot his' mouth, and the 
' brightneſs of his coming.” This mult be done by the aaily*ex,” 
erciſe- of faith and-prayer. —Make neither peace or truce with' one of 
themz, norſhew mercy. tothe moſt: darhiag; lufty nor- excuſe any 
under pretence, that zf.zs 4: /ztle one and eannot do-much harm. 
Say not, a confederacy, Spare them-not- ' nor- ſuifer:an hoof tobe left. 
behind, lf: you cannot demoliſh their ſtrong, hotds' and take: them 
by ſtorm, then fo: ve'them out, by making *« not proviſion for the 
(fleſh to fulfi] the tuſts- thereof. Mike no: marriages with the na. 
' tions,” nor be too familiar and converſant with the ungodly, or 


40% ON g 

with ſuch as #te- arrf. pleaſure, more [than "lovers of Gdd. Be 
always: 0: your: guard, and.continualiy: wwa-ch,and proy that you enter 
net inta.temptation. Watch ayainft.all appearance of evil, and the 
fixtt motions of an Its fb eaſier to.refift and (overcome the 
Art. motions and advances of fin, than. mill it has got near and gath- 
»Ered Kxength,. by parteying. with it; «nv 
+, Finally... Cantinue-wttantly in All the EY appointed for the 
/extirpation, of ba and /the fandtification, of the whole mar. But 
4ake-care. you'reſt-nor in the means, "but uſe ther only. 'as mieang 
For drawing down ſuccours:from/heaven : But ſenſible of-your own 
-weaknels, -and-lay with Febolhaphat, - We have no-might againſt this 
great- army, Q Loid; but on eyes are utito thee, The: nieans. muſt 
-be diligently, uled mn dependence on God, who is the Congueror 
of the nations, and will: put-them out- behare. his watching 'and 
praying people, by /itle arid little, tiil;the laſt _oemy.4 one be. des 


Goes, and 5508 poſſeſs the land of wary 1a] a aber 
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The indispensable duty, and manifoid adyantas 
ges, of attenging the public worship and! ord 


: 


OY *; mr” 
PSALM CXXl 1—4. "OR 
— Whether the trid.s go up, ths tribes of the ord, un's the teſt 

mony of ISA 1, Jo give tanks wnta the, name of the Loko.  _ 


_ BE general fixgle&t of the public worſhip: of , God, at this 
: day, is truly.lamentable.. and is really diſtreſſing to every 
and.conliderate man : becauſe'this negle& too plainly ſhews 
men. tobe utterly deſtitutsof all true religion, and is.the plentiful 
ſource of that infigeiiry, which is now growing and ipreading 
chrough this $1ate, When men negle&t Hrequenting the houſe of 
the Lord, where God is deyoutly worſhipped by, all his ſaiats, and 
the doCtrines and duties of the goſpel are publicly taught, and fo. 
temnly enforced, by the Ambaſfadours of Chriſt, it is no wonder 
that all ſenfe of religion ſhould die away, and the traces... thereof 
be eraſed. And is it fo found in fat, that as men habiuate thern, 
ſelves to-neplect the public ordinances of religion, the lets. relith 
have they Tor them: {o that, ar firſt, they contraCt an difference 
for region, —next, a1} averfion-to it —and Vaſtly, ſtrong prejudices 
again{t xt. — When they frft. begin.to negie&. the houſe of the 
Lord, as. there is ſomething truly dif;;caceful in this condud, in 
a chriſtian country, they will, iti order 'v avoid cenſure, frame ſome 
excules for thie negle&t; —ſuch as, th: they wvere,cot ve: ['s well or 
they. earhe home late on Saturday night—2r one of ther children «vas 
fick, ot had 'a cold —and a number of ſuch frivolous things are raked 
up- But when ſuch excuſes are grow: threadbare, aud they hare 
become more hardened and, infenfible, they will tell. you, they 
fee not the uſe of fo. much going to. church, and . hearing.'fer. 
mons” —they can be as. good alia tay. at bone, for, they can 
read and ſay' their prayers. there —But it 18. greatly to be feared 
there 13 very. little treading and praying uſed by, thoſe, who 
wiltully difobey and neglect the. well .k:own commands of God, 


. 
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and his poſitive inſtitutiors of public worſhip. _ And when 
they are urged with thoſe commands. and ſhewn that they are out 

of their duty. 1nnot compl ing with them, by a conſtant attendance 

onthe public worſhip of Go  &c,—the pride of their hearts will 
 prompt'them to deny the truth of the chriſtian religion, and treat 
it; with allits apprehendages, as if it were a cunningly deviſed fable 
— mere prieſterafr, and a device of men. to. wo pe ignorant vul. 
gar in awe.. So true it is, that the negleCt of the public inſtituti. 
ons of the goſpel leads to infidelity, and all ifs horrid train of dif. 
mal conſequencets e* ea 

And that the wilſul negleQers of public worſhip are deſtitute 
of any real religion, may be. evinced from the temper and practice 
of the children of God, in all ages, as may be ſhewn in the proſe 
cution of this diſcourſe, and 18 fully manifeſted in the. words a 
the text... + I was-glad, when they taid unto me, let us go. into the 
(houſe of the Lord For thither the" tribes] go-up, the tribes of 
© the Lo: d, unto the teſtimony'of Tfrael, to give thanks unto the 
© name-'of the. Lord,” [his Pſalm was penned by David, and it 
points: out the temper, diſpoſition and practice 'of a man after. WF 
God's own heart, 'reſpeQing/ the: public warſhip, of | God, and. I 
ordinances of religion, "AE RA 3% 
David's heart was glad, and rejoiced, when the'day of the public WF. 

aſſembly approached, and was highly; pleaſed, ang delighted 10 hear [= 
others bike minded. with himſelf, fay unto him, *.Let us go into 


« the houſe of theKord.” And this. is. the temper and diſpoſition. | 
of every pious ſoul and true chriſtian at this day, | 'Fhe approach 


of the labbath revives their hearts, and the ſolemn exerciſes of 
divine worſhip. in-public prayer.and praiſe, and hearing the words 
of life, is the delight of their (ou)s. They, make it a point to ga 
into. the houſe of the Lord, And this is the caſe, not of one or 
two, but 'of all God s people ; For thither the tribes of the Lord 
go vp. Yea, it would be nq ſnaall crofs to:then to. be abſent from 
the place, where God's honor. dwelleth, and where. his. deyout 


worthipper+ give thanks unto his namg.” To render this ſubjeQ uſe- 
ful, Lintend, by divine aid, to prove, | WA 

T, That ut 18/ an indifpenſible duty,  incumbert on every.man,. 
diligently and conſtantly, to attend the public worſhip of God, 

Lt. I hall point out the advanges arifing- from this attendance,, 
And. . 


II. Make ſome application, 
I. F am to prove that it is an indifpenſible duty, incumbent on- 


every many Giligently and conſtantly to attend the public worſhip 
of (God. G 


407% 
1, This might be evinced from the very. reaſon of things, and * 
it was, by the light of nature diſcovered to the heathens, Hence 
we read of their public ſacrificgs, prayers, praiſes and libarions to 
their imaginary Deities , of their public prieſts, a'tars and religious 
exerciſes, in which, all the people were'to |Join, to implore 'the' 
aid, and celebrate the honors/of their idol gods, The light of na- 
ture and reaſon furniſhes us with ſome knowledge of a Supreme 
Being, and lis,perfeQions. | And as God hath impreſſed. on our 
minds fome knowledge of himſelf, and of our dependence; on himy” 
ſo has he.given\'us ſuch ſacultics as to render us Capable of loving, 
adoring. and worſhipping him, and ſpeaking. his 'pgaife, And' 
does not reaſon [xy thar theſe faculties ſhould be 'thus' employed ? 
Ought not'our tongues, the glo'y of our frame, to be employed in 
ſetting forth the glory of him, who made them, and in_ celebrat- 
ng the praiſes of that 'bountiful BenefaRtor, who grves/ us breath 
and being, and all good things plentifully to. enjoy ? In a word, 
if there be a God, who made us, and (ſtill ſupports us, then it- is 
reaſonable that he ſhould 'be adored' and worſhipped in the moR 
public manner. 1f the Lord, be God, who hath made us, and 
not we aurſelves, if we are hig people and the ſheep of his paſture, 
then the Pſalmilt's-exhortation grounded on theſe premiſes, mult 
zppear juſt ar reaſonable to every thinking man,-—'O come let 
i us worſhip, and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our ma» 
| ker, let us enter")ato his gates with 'thankſgiving, and into his. 
| courts, with praiſe, Be thankful unto him, and ſpeak good of 
' his name.” Nw +4411 9 4c 
2. That we are bound to worſhip God publickly, and - attend 
he ordiaances of the goſpel, is 'very clear from hundreds of pal: 
lages in the holy {criptures. How'expreſsly this way ates of. 
ihe antient people of God, 'you can't be ignorant. And we read” 
ia the New Teſtament, that, * Moſes, in'old time, had in every - 
( city, thoſe that preached him, being read inthe ſynagogues every” 
Sabbath dav. _ nd that this praftice was (conſtantly oblerved, 
nthe time of our $4viour, we learn from. Luke iv. 16, « And 
\ when Jeſus came to Nazareth, as his cultom was; he went into 
hd Pg on the Sabbath day, and ſtood up. for* to read,” 
And gh portion of ſcriprure, which he read, was found m the 
prophet T/aieh. And the ſame prophet, ſpeaking of the times of 
he goſpel, faith, '* That from one Sabbath to another, all fleſh 
« ſhall come, and worſhip.before 'me, faith the Lord God." "And 
tow dare any man, inſtead of doing this, to be lounging"athome 
tom one Sabbath to another, viſiting or viſited of his neighbours, 
nd ſpending the day, either 1n worldly bultneſs, or in worldly ane 
uwprofitable converſation, without any thing of G51 of {ls wore 
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ſhip, Or, he may ſend out-his/: children.to. church. fo ſhew. their 
finery, and: to ſeeand ve. ſeen,. while his. own uygodly exampla 
lets'them know, . that he. does: aot thipk- there 3 is: any thing binding, 


or.of much conſequence. 1 18 -1t. YE [ his was/not the caſe when. I firſt 


came.into the. parilh, nor for many Years afterward. We thn 
had aflemblies.of venerable. WOTBUPPErap mſtead of young flirterg 
and triflers-; 

In the: vis the phi and domnrardse to the preſent cents 
TY, the ſame pious cuitom. of public worſhip has been invariably 
keptiup. Hence we-read that the Chriſtians were wont to,atlem. 
ble:on the firſt, day, of. the week". e, the Lord's day, for preach. 
ing and breaking-of bread, that/is,. tg: recerve the: ſycrament, and 
for Prayer. and/the apoſtle Paul, writing to the Hebrews, ex. 
horts: them, + © Not to forget the aflembling themſelves fogether, 
< 4s the manner of ſome was, but tg exhort one! another daily.” 

The ſame, might. be. proyed of the practice of thoſe, whoſe ex» 
ample we are exhorted: to follow, David Aaid, One: thing have 1 
«© deliced of the Lord, that will T izek after, that 4 may mary in the 
« houſe of the Lord- all the days of my life;.to behold the beauty of. 
© the Lord, and.to-enqurre in,us temple. How amiable are thy. 
« tabernacles, O Lord -of.hoits, , My foul. longeth, yea, even fains 
« teth-for the courts of the Lord... Blcfſed-is the man; whom thou 
« chuſeſt to approach unto thee, char he may. dwell mx thy courts: 
© we ſhall be ſatisfied with the good of thy houſe, even of. thy holy | 
c: temple. My ſoul thirſterh tor thee, my fl- longeth for ; Tea to 
« ſee thy power and glory ſo as I have PE: thee, in the lanctuary. 
«© My foul {hqll be ſatisfied” as wich marrow wad fatneſs, and ny my 
s mouth ſhall praiſe'thee with: joyfullips,' For a day in thy. courts 


<15:better® hits @a-thouſand ; 1 had rather be a. Coorkeeper in the 
' © houſe of my God, than.to well 4 in.the tents of. wickedneſs,” 


3. The obligaizon of Public worſhip. muſt appear from-the chrif. 
tan. miniſtry. "Why has God appointed: Tuch an order of 'men in 
his church; if not forthe purpote of 'puvlic worſhip? Phis:was 
the tention otthe. ks under the 0/4 TeBament, and the ſame 
is intended by. the prieſts and miniſt-rs.of the Naw. + Qur. Lord 


% gave fome AM Ferns: evangelilts,. ſome: prophets, fome puſ. ; 


« tors'and teachers,” far.the Pe ertecting oh; the: 


WOLF 3» 3% oF. Le - A. 
+ of the miniſtry, for the edriying'of: Te body of Chrilt, that . 4s, 
© his church. or people/=—But to what: parpoſe are all theſe y i ng. 
1f,it-be a matter of indifference. whether: the'peo; « 
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creature g "of all na oe 


_ are nn obliged to-attend the priblice inftructions of./ the miniſtry, 
How 15.3t poſſale for mmiſters/td. comply, with their commilſion/gt- 


Ven by te Son! of God, to preack the.golpel to. every: creature, and , 
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wach' mankind all things, which ki commatids ? It. would he” "4 
apofiible. Therefore"the ordinations of public preachersprdves © 
the obligation of attending /6n: public preoge: _ all ont 
thin 's'comprized' in the miniſteria; funftions.” 

Laving ſaid whaty®T think i is” ſullicient to prove: the $i en." 
aple obligation. of all: men'/to'attend the public wotthipe 0! [oY 1 
and the Rittlons of the" goſpel, [come 4" ag 

H.- 'To, point t Out the advantages arifiig from this SOLENT 

; nothing of the honour and glory of Gvd, which” are. 
nuch advanced by the-public afſembties of kiſs people, and rock” 
ought*to! be conſidered by us, as ati obje&X'of the firſt importance, ; 
and. greateſt magnitude, T {hall principally « confine aiyſelf to the! 
wvantages accruitig to. makind thereby.” : 

4 Public worſhip is of great; advantage eto the ſpiritual deilebt'® 
of men — Gold has appointed the ordinances of his-public wort 
28.2); prineipa), ſtated means for the: converſion of Calc; ard the 

L comfort; and edification; of his humble people? "Faith cometh, and” 
is increaſed, by hearing the word pep ed; 'See Ford. 10, 126-0 
18.” And many fouls' bark 'þ 


w 7 *M*%5 


ri Fg A” EE a4 b 
cept ye be Sort. 'ye Iihabe te; vl Tp lon Ss heaven. = 
You:mult die in yorr ſins, unchanged), and re ded Mam go. 
down to hell,” that. fink. of All moral pollution, oo. The: word which. | 

is preached, in the pubſic aſſetablies'of the people, is God's 'word, 
which becauſe of its' powerfu),, penetrating,” 'and: purifying! influ.” ov 
ence 'is called a fire anda hammer to/ break/and, refine” th e 
and polluted: hearts of finners.. It. is alſo calle: the cor! 
feed,, which liveth and. a, 


xdeth for. ever, . When t ans is Town-i in the 
heart,” it takes root downward, and *bears, Froit upwart,—the 
fruits of righteoaſne(s, to eternal life, ' Þ} ABS 
Now there is fitnels in th&'w ord of God, wheat preached, with. 

light and. , power , to anſwer: theſe ends. ' And. thous jy nothing. leſs 
 thanithe influences of-the life giving ſpirit of" God:? can accompliſh © 
the work. I converſion on the heart of a ſigner, yet. confi idering the 
word. Cited” as an inſtru ent, nothing can have” a- more evidept. 
= hn 5 ito, convert t foners,; ;ahd& DN 4a BY the Le TD, 


of *thom,, Ne that id all ohices whore F-2 records bas pane, 'be- pk 164 
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will come and; beſtow.a bling. See Ex: 20 204.2 +. 


” And as God and Chritt' have afſaredus of their preſence, n3 
ſpecial manner, 1 in the ſfanQuary; ſo the. holy angels of Got-ara faid 
"to. be there alfo, "Thismaſt add to; the Teriouſnefs and {olemnity 
of the' place: "Thar all:{eeing- eye is upon. us, which'pierces im- 
"oy  menlity and penetrates the thoughts of the heart, and fees through 
Y "the "thickeſt veil of diſguiſe, and beholds" 'ev 2ry movement of the 
"Tout: "He beholds the pious breathiags. of the devout ſou!, and 
views 'the catelefsneſs Ry inattention . of the indevour © and the 
wanton, "wandering eyes and thoughts of the profane ſeoffer.. Ons 
would think a realizing conſideration of this would. ſolemnize the 
moſt trifling mind, "and {tir up all that is within'us to ferious con. 
Kderation, and forks ſuitable degree of attention'\and fervency. in 
-prayer and hearing the word. .- The angels allo. are conſtant wit. 
nefles' of our. public worſhip. A ſenke of theſe things, one would 
think; would be enough to: compoſe the ' moſt careleſs and trilling 
and tauie him to ſay, with Jacob, © how dreadfui is this place | 
« This | is. yore other than the Houſe of Gd, and the gate of hea- 
© yen.” : 

, in eli prayer, "we e are: feterhnly to. call upon the name of that 
eternaP” Gods: and celebrate _the/ perfe&tion, of him, before-whom 
| angels bow, and. archangels ptoftrare themſelyes—we are'to' confeſs . 
$5 our Gns, and: plead * for mercy, and forgiveneſs :- ;—we-are'to implore 
| his; aid, and” pr rote&ion,, and; in. the preſence of God,” angels and. 
meth, 40 reſolye on'a holy. and: obedient” life all” our future days. 
Ware to! pray for each other, and earneſtly. aſk a bleſſing on the 
terns of" the ſandtuary,a and eſpeciilly on the word then to be 
roathed, And' Have not, alt: theſe, things a direct tendency. to' 
able our ſouls before God,” and'to-. prepare. us. for a profitable 
, to-0ur benefit ? *þ:- TE f 
See. the! ambaſſador of Chrift ring up; in "the tacro deſk,” with 
: ſolemn aſpeCt,..and opening his' mouth with meflages from heaven 
"= to-the:children of men. He lays' open' the ſins of the heart'and 
4} life, 1 inall their deformity and gangerous tendency ; he: unveils the _ 
-vickednels.and,  deceitfaineſe of the human” heart, and traces 'up” 
the mudy. {treams off fn, 'to that polluted Fountain: : he' patats. the : 
charaCter of the righteous and" the Ticker: feparates the/pretious 
from the viJe,. and points: out their difterent doom.” He dengun- | 
ces the curies of the divine iaw, "to alatm the fears of inner; ang 
exhibira the great. and precious promiſes... of the: :goſpel to-comfort 
and ea. 26g" raze the fincere, and” animate- them in their chriſtian | 
courſe.” He lhews from: the word of Got; that" iribulation and 
- eternal: raiſery.) is the penalty of fin and difobedience, and "that'all 
who obey not-the goſpe], - piult have their part in the lake that 
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ed, and confirmed, their ftrength renewed: to ;overcome' tha, I 
world and the devil. ' 


| fanftuary. 


| ſcattered, their, -he cavineſs a 


"el 
burns with fire brimſtons; "but life eternal and: glory and/un- 
cealing happineſs, -with:(God. and. Chriſt above, "is, the-lot 'of the. 


 faithfal, obedient. ſervants of the Lords. Fe” elects "the" various: | 
which: lie ſcattered up and. 


doctrines and- duties ot- <hnitianjty,, 
down the bible,; and brings them-to, 2 point, that : W may; come. 
warm: tothe hearts of the /hearers,' and.forcibly, fri :& conviction. 


Now when theſe truths are delivered -with- iolemnity, and prayed. 
| down into; the heart;and conſcience t and allthis is done, by. the. 
. authority of God, "and according t9.his own appointment, mult |, 


they\nat SRV rend-to, the. ſpiritual advancages.. of | ;mankind ? . 
That they haye this tendency none- can deny; ——and- EXPerieuce ' 
has evinced their adyantage, inthe ſaving; converſion of-thoulunds 
and: millions,. from the celebrated boy of + penticolt.” t0: the Prank 
time. *%$ Cn oles EA, 
And'as publie worſhip contributes! to: vibe benelic of Rad i: 
1s) found, in Fact; to. be greatly. 2enet 
tributes much'to-their comfort znd edificitions Every. thing ; iu;the 
ſanctuary is adapted, not. only. to awaken, fleeping” linners, but 


- tends: to.the-: furtherance of religion i in-the hearts. .of lincere, | clipife 


tans... | - Their | faith is ſtrengthened, -their hope. increafe QVe, 
ed,- their * knowledge improved ;—they, Are: inſpired, "IU 
new: refolutions to. perſevere, their: graces. are revived and animat. 


-*/PThey that: Wait: upon the. Lord thall renew. 
their ftreagth:; they al run, and not. be. Wears. they thallwa' kagcd 
not be faint.” True chriſtians know, by- experience: the great. advan= 


tages. of goſpel.inſtitutions-and public. worthip, 5 they: 5 taſted the. 
goodnels, of: Goes. houſe, and have. feen his: itely Rogpings, ut the. 
"How Nany! haye gone: to; the -NOUrg of. tt he Lord * with. | 


fouls oppreſſed and-caf down. and long ging#to. Ave 


fears and heavine; Z and dullneſs removed, to got clearer Giſcoveries. 


of Godand/Chriſt and. heavenly: objects, and to Have Amore: ſenhble. 
feeling of divine love- in.cheir hearts, and have'not been. difappoiat- 


| d dullnets taken. Aw 
" the chariots. of. Amgniatab. The chir 


made light: an y /4q #7T- 


ky 
_ 
o 
- 
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and.in the power: of bis. "7 
highwalue on, public 'ofdi 
ſands of. gold an 
thipy: and. can truly. ſay with $44 Plalmiſt, +I was glad, waen they 


Inances,” and. efteemy they beyahd tl 


6 (ab uato me, Let us go info. the houſe, of the Lord —WhEHer 


w_ 


W 
Iz 


cial tO: beizevers;, aud con. 


Ve; found: it; ir ſouls Jlled a7 avith marrow-end' tatng/t, 
aye bee 1 Temoved, their doubts.and. fears, have. been. + 
Yo; and. their: hearss. > 
| which remained aria Wer s ready to. az have been revived and. Rrength=- X;; 
ened,” ſo-that they have returned home re joiwingy, ft) ang #:. the: Lords © - 
Hhbt.. Þ herefore” al! 1rae- believers let A ag 


4 ſilver. * " They Tejoice it the Views of public. wor. | 7 
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« the tribes. go Ups the tribes-of the. Lord, unto the teſtimony of 
el; to give thanks unto the-yawe of the Lord” *. 1.» 


How: many haye:gone__up to the houſe of the: Lord mourning 
under 4 fenfe of guilt, and diſtreſſed with-gloomy apprehenfions of 
the: wrath and #ilpleasure/of 'God,'' fearing he | would: be no more 
entreated, and his mercy was clean gone fas ever. y But by the 
preaching of the. word; and adminiftrations, of grace, they have got 


ſuch clear' views'0f- the boundle ſs mercy of God'in Chriſt, ſuckidifce. 
veries of the fulnieſs'of the Redeemer, and” the'all futticiency oi his 


bloo&and perfect righteouſneſs-to; atone. fory and cancel has of the 


deepeſt die; as. haye cauſed them even to leap for joy, and to. praiſe, 
Wh | joytul lips that God, whothas.* appointed: to them that mourn 


garment of-praile for the ſpirit of heavinets '—-Whoever ' conſiders 
theſe things, will not ſcrupleito acknowledge the great advantages 
of public aſſemblies for 'the worſhip'of God, \both to finners agd 
faint,” I know: that. they have; not theſe good effects on all/ that 
attend thern, becauſe fo'' few conſider, as they ought, the end and 
defigr. of. chem; 'or elſe arevery unfrequent and. inconſtant in their 
attendance. Butiyet,. Lithink, every confiderate man will.acknow-' 


, «* 


ledge the" fitneſs and'propriety; ot thoſe means, to anſwer iluch'be.- 
*mneficial purpoles: *Dhus: you ſee. that public ,worſhip. 18'not an 


arbitrary appointment but a gracious inſtitution, wiſely adapted to 


vo 73 
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 Eaftly. Public worth 
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thereof, eyery Sabbath duy,/it is preſerved from being 


. and like the gran of muffard-ſzed, 11: has becon 
branches ſpreading far and wide : and like the fone cut out ithout 


of the Old and New-Teftamerthas been left.us in writing, —yet 1s 
1s reaſonable to ſuppoſe, '1t'would have been loft long ago, | had at 


riot been for the gracious inſtitution of public teachers and expound. 


_ers of it, and of public aſſemblies for divine worſhip. | But by the 
trequent culcation of 11s Tacred | contents,.. and \the«Þ1 


ublic reading 


FN ww; 


bbat ( mm bemg/buried inthe 
cubbiſh'af time, By the wiſe and gracious inſtitgtion of public 


. worſhip, millions,” from week to week, have theeverlaſting goſpel. 
inculcated upon them, its; doctrines explained;——its duties enforced 
 —its threatenings denounced in their/ ears, and; the', bleſſings and 


graces of it diſplayed to the eyes. of their mind. . ' Hence it 18 per- 


- 


petuatedFrom age to age, and open om nation to nation, 
has become alarge wht with 
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| Heart and a biind rx mi ds 


hands Ws © another OISY of the poſyel, it has become a great 


+ rnowntain,” andiin proceſs.of time will 4// the avbsle earth.. A 


So. (enfible was Julian; that bitter enemy to chriltiani /* oe he % 
advantage of public worſhip: for. the perpetuation'of the, chriſtian 
religion 1n the world, that he bent all his vrits and force to put a ſtop 
to'the:public worthipping aflemblies.of. chriſtians... By. this he 
ſhrewdly judged, that the total extirpation of chriltiagity” would utt- 
doubtedly be effeRed, ./ So that whoſoever ne gleQs the pubiowor- 
ſhip of God, does; by this conducts. join- with that. ay" apoltao 
Fallen, and contributes all .in_ his power to. extirpate the chri 
religion from the face.of the. earth. And if all men would fo h 
your diſgraceful example, God would-not have one puble \ wort hy 
Per 1n the whole world ;' and « the earth w guld' be involved in heath « 
eniſh darkneſs, and become the. region and ſhadow. 'of® death. —Had 
Fulian ſucceeded in [his wicked attempt, where had chnltiamty 
begn.at this day. 2 But God had compaſſion an his perſecuted Ben | 
and would not ſuffer the.gates of hell to. prevail aninlt it.” He 
therefore ſhortly: removed the apoftate, and. ried up Fi ovian, to the 
imperial throne. |.» Who, bet ing hinifelf a WES refigred his 
brethren to-their liberties 5, and did all in his power to promote. the 
religion. of Chriit,/by.encouraging the public worlhiy p.of. Gad. And 
thus the proteſſion of che. goſpel was continued in _the world 3 3 and, 
bleſſed be: God, it has reached down to! Us, the inhabitants of this 


weſtern bemilphere ; and the day. ſpring. from on high hath vifited: ns,;to 


give the knowledge of /alvation, - hrough the: remiian, of jar, by. the 
merits of the blood and. Mb es of our. Lord J clas DU hy | 
now proceed. | 


* Hh, 'To make ſome 5 ns Ra iN. 
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10 Rac has kak 7B ſaid, we may FI that ſach men, 26) 


will continue in. the'ne glect of the” ordinznces of Chit, and . the 


vorſhitp'cf God, do' thereby deſpiſe the wiſdom of the moit' 
high, abuſe his; mercy. and goodneſs, cxcanſgreſs; 2. politive com, 
mand of heaven, make void. the divine. inftirucions, and deprive 


themſelves of the greateſt advantages of- "promoting "their firicual 


and eternal tatereſts... The native. cou £4 ENCE! 0 ; of «all which. | 385,70 "0 


that they provoke God. to fortake them, ad ge them \ up to a hard. 
and to. ſuffer t}5m to walk in their owr 
| erooked' ways, til} they fall a/prey. to. tur own. Eg jou! and. - 

ſink, into the vlacknel wget Me: 


wok, darkneſs for” eyer, pnder gnt Or 
their own deluſions, ang Folge RES and: by mg darknels 1 Ws er 
that Dat,” NS LI ps 2 
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And yet how'many ſcores of ſuch neglectors are to be found 
within the.limits of this pariſh, and how many. thouſands, in this 
Poa e4Ich ?.- Tt is the erying and diſgraceful ſig of.this coun. 
try; and'God wightt juſtly.complain ot you, as he did of his dif. 
obedient and: Teyolting, people: of od, ye have gone away from mine 
ordinances, and have not kept them. The Lord knows it.makes my 


heart ſad to thiak of this neglect, ſo general among all ranks of 


the people ; ; and eſpecially among thoſe, whoſe diſtinguiſhed ta. 


tion an'life calls for a better-,example ; . to whom the people . look 
up for'an example, and: are very apt to follow it, elpecially, if it 
be a; bad.” one; as is t00. eyident in the preſent caſe — It 1s no un. 
common thicg to ſee nur, who were. once. profeſſors of reli, 
gion, ſpending one Sunday, after another. in idleneſs. at home, _ or 
vititing trom houſe to houſe, Sometimes, as, L am going to church, 
I'taye been ſo unfortunate as-to meet. one and. another going.on 
viſits, fo. the great hurt of my feelings, and painful diſtre(s,of my 


- heart, 1'Feel diſtreſs for your poor: louls, which you are ruming 
. Anu {larving to de eath, by depriving them of theprovitions of (3od's 


houſe. | Jometimes L am even. vexed;. and fired with indignation 
to. ſee my Lorti.and Maſter” thus nevletted and. deſpiſed;. and the 
zeal" of rhe houſe of the, Lord corrodeth within. May the Lotd pity: 
7 "Wy, and bring you to a |better* mind and practice, betore. you-g9 
ience to ſtand befqre; God, and give an. account of. the \contempt 
y9qu-pour.on hum and lis wiſe and . gracious: inſtitutions. Sooner: 
or later you will feel the dire effe&ts and conſequences of that.con, 
dugt, you'think ſo. little of at preſent. 

2. Fromwhat. bas, been ſaid, learn. what'thanks and praiſe are 
due'to' Ged, that: we have the' privilege of worſhipping bim in a 
public Capacity— —of. attending the _ ordinances-of his -houſe, 
and of hearing"t 1at precious. word o life, which 1 18. able. to lave,our 
ſouls.-—Andghow. careful oucht we.to be, in improving.every.op” 
portunity to the Cory. of G54, and, the advantage and happineſs;cf 
our immortal touls.? 'Che-peop!e of God have, in all ages, eſteemed. 
this privilege as one'6f the greateſt bleſſings. of their. lives. | -To. 
enjoy this PHTrney which Jo many 11 theſe degenerate. days, ſo 
ſcandalously deſpiſe and neglect, 7hou/ands have hazarded: their. 


lives' on. the ſtormy Ocean, and expoſe: themſelves.to hunger and 


cold, on bleak mountains, and in diſmal toretts, And I doubt. not 
but thouſands, at this time, would give their all for the privileges, 


which are graciouſly put into your han«!s, ane: of the beſt of pri= 


Wl 


; zes4 while yau. ave no heart to make. ule of the m but paſs fs 


by a8 a thing ofn ougat.  O'how ungratefulls | 


his ?—And what 
ſtupidity and inſenb8Itity does it betray, of the mercies and- favors 


of God ?—Does it "not: {hew. Joke "hearts.to be Gifaffe Cted to | him, 


A 
£ 
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void of his love, and deſtitute of alelgion ?, Andif you die" in 


ſuch a ftate; you" muſt be miſerable for ev and. ever; | 
- Except you be” converted, you cannot ſee the-- king gdom'ok; God; y 
But FW do you expe&'to'be ecivared] while you! wiltoly.cogled 
the means of-converſion ?-—* O;-/ays one," T hope Þ am converted, and 
| have been ſo long ago.'=—I beg you, will, -not-deceiye'yo telves, 
 Do'notdream that you are: conyerted, unleſs you bear the fraits of 
converſion., "And a delight in the ordinances. of God, is a-prinei- 
pal, —An inſeparable fruit. 1f you arg converted, you, toye 'God:; 
and if you love| God, you keep his commandments; obſerve his TY ' 
ſtitutions,* and delight inthe place, where his honour, dwellerh';? 
and if you delight in-that place, it, is-not a ſmall matter that will 
keep you from it.” Did you ever read of a godly man, who neglect. 
ed'the houſe and public worthip 'of God, when he-had the oppor- 
rutiity of attending ?—You read of no'ſuch thing, but the contrary. 
The pious Dayid, when deprived'of this privilege; by. the-perſecut. 
tion 'of Saul, and the rebellion of his ſon Abſalom, « latnents and” 
bewails it as the' greateſt misfortuhe of his life. © This appears by 
a number oft thus Pſalms, which he compoſed, at thoſe ſeaſons, 
As the 27, 42, $4," &c. | Hear his language in PC, 42. "As the 
* heart panteth after the water brooks, ſo panteth \my. ſoul after 
« thee, O'God. My foul thirſteth for God, the living God : when 
«ſhall I come, and appear before God ? fT had, gone. with the" 
« multitude to the houle of God. with the voice of joy and praife, 
* with the multitude that kept holy: day, When Fremertyer theſe \ 
*\' things I pour out my foul within -me.'.. "Theſe are the mourn=. 
ful ſtrains. and fervent longings of a pious/heart after the houle 
of the Lord, and-the public worſhip of God:; that houſe and wgre * 
(hip, wluch_ fo 'many now neglect, —wilfully abſent, themſelves FIG 
from, and treat as matters of no conſequence at. all. 4nd can you "4. 
ſup poſe that ſuch-are- converted, or podeney of the leaſt ſpark of 
i Ws of God, or [genuine religion/? No, .my. brethren, you have | 
not the fnialleſt ground for ſuch a ſuppoſition. 'N 
- ..$; Our Chriſtian profeſſion and bapriſmal covenant oblige. us'to 
attend diligently%on the ordinances of Chriſt, in public prayer and 
praiſe , hearing the word preached, and revelving the holy ſacrament 
ey due preparation.” 'So thay to nepleA; thoſe 'ordinzneewt? a: 
{in highly provoking to-God, as it is a rebellion againſt his authort-"! 
ty—an'im peachment of his wiſiom in ordaining theo, and terids 
fl to the total exfirpation of Chriſtianity from the tace of the earth, 
JW If all the | profeill RW Chriſt's religion. ſhould neg'/e&t; the pubae... 


” 
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alſemb]i ”y a as th by "mar ne! ; of many 1s, "what SW: be. the [cont "OS 
quenee'? Why, that Chriſt, ”"who'is our bleſſed. Lord and yh | 
would have ns church upon earthy and” the lernpepod. x WER! 


"446 Wn i 0 AU <0; 
have.no public, worihp An AR (os whole world, Chriſtiany, 
FO O03 ANG ER ohio hble univerſe, of Courſe; we 
ty wou'd be loſt, and/th@/wiole wn erſe, of cquile, woula become, 
2 tegion,of darkneſs; ipnoragce, and pagan idolatry.» See, O fee, 


to what dreadful conſequences the.neglect-07 public worſhit tends, 
And,will, ngt God: viſit: for; theſe things, 'and hall novÞiis {oul be 
avrged oa dels p*opl@{as theſe 7%) os 91 es 
441 rofd'you. therordinatic of a, public miniſtry mmoſlt, alearly 
inferred an obljgation pn the people rojattend onthe public ordi, 
nances'of God... You-allallow that it is the duty of miniſters con- 
{tantly to attend. the places Jet apart for public worſhip, and there 
to preach the goſpel. 4And thoulg a miniſter\ from' 'week to week, 
for. many \months together, neglott to, do 'theie things, either 
through floth;—lazincſs/—inatttention,—or any: friveicgns. motive, 
who. would not. ſee! the 1mpropriety ' of bis! Conduct, wonnn—n 
zoveigh, again{ him and condemn bim for ary ungodly. ind arreli, 
gious man,? / !n tus glaſs then, | behold how culpable thole axe 
who withhold'their attendance, from week to-week; at-the houſe 
of the Lor4, and the-inſtitutions of the goſpel; lecing the duty 
of the minilter infers the duty of the people.” 'T&,the negleCt of the 
6nties ofiþis oflice be {o blameable in the miniſters) as juitly:to ex - 
\ poſe'him- to cenſure and blame ; then ſurely you/are guilty-of the 
ſame crime, , who wulully neglect his. pubhe:admmiſtrations; and 


will.meet with-a doom proportionably dreadful; "The, reaſon and.” 


nature of things evince this - for to-what purpoſe would minilets 


preach iti, public, it the peeple are under,no obligations as publickly 
tohear W And ſure Tam, if all were. like minded, -with icores 1M 


this/pari 1, 45ey would preach, for the met part, to the bare walls 
of the church, 1f they preached at all. [: 1s truly lamentable, but 


ſoit is, and my ſoul 1s'truly grieved at the; melancholy truth.” ,O 
that men. wotild conhder the matter ſeriouſly, .and'lay to heart the 


Fa 


"miſerable.doom of that flothful ſervant, who had talents toimproye, 


| Let me beſeech. you then to ſhake;off flothy carcleflaeſs and in- 
attention, and away, with every trillipg excuſe,' and from (hence- 


forth, give ail diligence. to improve. the'means- ot grace; /and the. 


privileges, and .opportunities,, God- has. pat into. your hands," for 


your piritual adyantage.and the ſalvation'of your" ſouls, © Y our life 
your eternal life 15\ncarly concerned 1n:this—ſo'that it 18410. mac* 
ter. of trifling importance. + Y ou may. pretend $9 excuſe yourſelves 
hut take care tht ygur excuſes be ſuch, ag\will-appear good and 


« 
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aid, at the awful bar of, God. + You knoWyſgom 'the-words of 
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reſentment, andit wasreſteemed the higheſt indignity offere&t9 his 
Majeſty,” that any of the:.concerns of this'world,' whether buſineſs 
or pleaſures ſhould be pleaded ag'an excuſe for not complying with 
his-invitationto! partake” of the proviſions of his houſe, por 
 Yow might pretend-a, thouſand 'excuſes to/your miniſters or pi. 
ous friends'for- your noh-attenc ance ——/ That ydt!have not - con< 
© veniencesg, no horſes, or/that you-cannot. ride/28 you ;uſed tg doy 
©and things ate-ſo;and 16; in. your. families" And'iyet” Foean heat. 
of your being/at the Court houſe from time to" time,' though I ſel 
dom or ever ſee your faces at:church. | O,' fays'bne, 'or' another, 
1 had»bufenefs there.” And have:you, no: buhnefſrat the houſe of "Got ?: 
Is any/bufineſs in the whole round of creation. equal. to the ©con« 
cerns'of your immortal ſouls M-Well. the ay/ful;'day will ſurely 
come,—it is faſt approaching” th which you muſt-give'an aecount 
to' God for every negleQed opportunity and miftmprovement of 
[the means of | grace and ordinances 'of religion. Po. God, the: 
ſearcher of hearts. not-to men, muſt” you then ' render your 'ac- 
count. | He will impartially examine into'it, 'and-.try the” weight 
of your excules, þ\ A if they will not'ſtand the teſt, Tekel will 'be 
written on 'the balance, found wanting, and you mult ſtand con.: 
demned at his righteeus bar, and be-caſt into the priſon of utter 
darkneſs, where there is availing and gnalbing o// teeth = And can you 
reaſonably expe any thing elſe; when'ſuch complicated wicked= 
neſs is involved in your negleC of public worſhip ' You hereby 
difobey the command of God, you deſpiſe-his authority," treat | his - 
wiſdom with.contempt; abuſe his goodneſs 'and mercy in ordain-. 
ing theſe means of ſalvation, and" neglect that preached word, by 
the hearing of which faith cometh, and ſouls are converted | God 
bas appointed the public-worſhip and-ordinances 'of his houſe, rot 
merely to ſubſerye' the purpoſes of his own glory, but with a kind 
and graciougdeſgn to promote the everlaſting hippineſs of vur ſouls, 
If we do therefore careleſsly, cauſeleſsly, of wilfully neglect them! 
we reject the council of God: againſt ourſelyes, purſug' our own 
wrong, and provoke the Lord 'to forſake us. and*Teave us in darke 
neſs and bondage; 'urider'the tyranny of fin and the devil, and ſuf- 
fer us to wander out of 'the way of Jife,” till our - feet ſtumble on: 
the dark mountain*, and we fall into'the' burnjpg deeps below, 
never'to rife again from miſery and- diſtreſs/—If» theſe-conſidera=” 
tions will not awake'the' careleſs nepgleAots 0 Go4's' houlſe'from: 
their ſtupor, and excite therh to'a diligent'atteridance on. the” meatig. 
and. inſtitutions of religion'in future, f fear they have become hard, 
ened infidels, no6t't6 be:reelaimed;” T ſhall therefore ſay/nio more'to;. 
luch, but'turn'/my addreſs 'to a yery different claſs of my hearers.' 
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x1 ſee the flees of ſos. in. this affembly; »which are: very. familiar 
to me; becauſe ſo/ofren-have-the*pleature of- your "company in 
this houſe of prayer, the houſe-of- your heavenyy. fatherÞ; It is a 
croſs to.you, to be detained from-'the courts! of -the-:Loxd, on atiy 
co: fideration whatever, You find 'a{acred'pleaſtre'iin drawing near 
to God in his: ſanQtuary, and often get your ſouls refreſhedunderthe 
droppings of-his word. Y'ou'have ſat down under his ſhidow with 
great @etight -and his fruit was ſweet to'your taſte, You. know by 
happy experietice-how advantageous the public ordinances are to 
your ſpiritual health,- and" thither,you-conftently reſort. You are 
revived, © when [the Sabbath; approacheth, and are glad, when 
others ſay unto you, © *-Let'us go. into the houſe. of the Lord ; 
where the tribes uf ae avorlhippers go up. to give thanks to the 
© name-of the -Lord.? 

Unto:you are given great and precious proniites for. your en. 
 couragements and- Perſeverance, «Such as be plantedan'the houle 
« of the -Lord\ſhall flouriſh in'the ceurts-of our God, they-thall 
© flouriſh-in the courts of. our God; th, ey {hall-be fat and well hking 
«. and ſhall bring forth fruit in.old : age” [heir profeſhon ſhall ſuf. 
fer no decay but -ſhall bring forth the-fruits of--holineſs and good 
works to the end of their days. | They ſhall be as trees planted by 
"rivers of waters, "that ſhall bring forth fruit'in,due ſeaſon. Their 
leaves ſhall 'not wither and they ſhull proſper. in the-divine life. 
'Fhey po trom ftrengthto Rtrength, trained-and nouriſhed up in 
-the houſe of God below, till they -appear before God. in the hea, 
'venly £7-n above, Therefore hold'on your way, be found in. the 
'houle of the Lord, and fettle it in your minds to'ſtand in his-earth. 
1y-courts; at all times and ſeaſons when the tribes-of the Lord 
met for public worlhip' and- pr:afe, fo fall 'your knowledge-of 
God, and of Chrift, and the goſyu! be increafed, . your hope 1m. 
proved, your zeal enflamed:- your faith ſtrengthened, your remain. 
inz corruptions weakened and. deftroyed,// your, hearts 'comforted, 
and all your powers quickened to-run with 2Jacrity the heavenly 
"road, and .your-iouls ſhall be filled-as; with marrow and fatneſs, 
while-your hearts and, mouths praiſe God: with de hps, and.you 
ſhall be fatisfiec: with the/goodneſs of his houſe 

Finally. -in the-public ordinances the union of belicvers becomes 

"more firong, love:and forbearance to each other are;cheriſhed and 
increaſed, -and:ſenfiments-.6f univerſal benevolence. are inſpired. 
There 18-no.greater.emblem-oft heayen, than 4s to.be-ſeen- in an-af. 
ſembly of humble and deyout* worſhippers.jof God, praifing: their 
common Father and BenefaCtor, and;crowding round bis;table,' as 
children” of the ſame family.” Ang how mult thisvendear, /Chriſ. 

- tians to one another, and put them in tmind of being. kind'one to 
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another,: toloye one another, and to endeavour. to keep the« unity 
of the. $þi; it in, the bong of peace —Sugh worſhipping atſemolies muſt 
a'ſo greatly, tend to.lead your . thoughts forward to, thoſe higher. 
ſtrains.of worſhip, which are, paid to the 'Ete'nalinthoſe mantions, 
where angels and glorified 'immartals, whoſe number is tenthou., 
ſand times ten. thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands, :(iwthour 
computation.Jy. all uniting/in, one general choir,” |aying, © Worthy 
«is the Lamb, that was flain, to receive power'and. riches, and 
« wiſlom. and; ſtrength, and honour, and glory. and bleſſing. 
« Bleſſing, and honour ang glory be to him that ſitteth on the throne 

[ 'evers! 'Sairt- John once. ſaw. this 


« and to the. Lamb, for ever and ever,” 'Sairt*”; wy 
titude, and heard the rapturous harmony-of their. ce» 


, 


Or10us 
Pak ſongs. ;and you. alſo will ſoon ſee 'and® hear: them. too, and: 
dear a-tuneful-part, in. the heavenly: ſtrains, if you ſtill, perſult in, 
the. neans. 6f divine, appointment, to fit and:qu lify you for a place. 
among: GH and inſpire 'you' with a. reliſh fot 'thaſe ſaured_ and. 


 ſublime'exerciſes and, enjoymenits... 


- That/ this maybe the happy lor of us all, may God of. his int 
finite mercies grants” for! Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, Amen, Wy, 
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TEAHT. WA 
FI HERE is no; duty of Chriſtianity that, I in more. warmly 


- oN 6-390 onhangy Iagvlonody 1 the ſeveral Epaaches ot. this 
parih, than, '#at of Family religion  .. And, I thank the Lord, my 
labour has not been, in-yain When Ten this large an 

exienfive pariſh,. in the. year 1768, 'I believe there was not... one 
tabernacle, or dwelling houſe found in it,” where the worce of Fas 
mily, prayer was heard, oreven the outward form of 'it kept up, 
But fince; then,. #/1e voice of joy and /alvaiion, of ' prayer, praiſe 
and devotion. has been; and. {till is heard. 'in many" dwellings ; 
and. private houſes are \become- little Bethe/s, where the great 
Parent,of the univerſe is daily worſhipped, —But, alas, this is 
far, very for trom being general :| filence, in this pious reſpe&, 
ſit! reigns; In} the families. of + the vaſt majority. © 'The voice of 
. mirch and. yanity,, and' the ſound: ofithe harp: and vio! may be often 
heard in many dwellings, in'concenWvith the voice of impiety bel- 
ching out, oaths and; blaſphemies't= but rhe voice 'of prayer and 
praiſe,--the voice of religious inſtruCtion and edifyng canyerſation, 
is a ſtrange ſound among\them.-\Vhis, 1'-fear, . 18 the "deplorable 
caie of many hundreds 'of houſes in/Bath as well as in other par- 


iſhes in the State of\#ir ginia, And is: not this the caſe in the. 


oreateli number of the houſes of my hearers to-day ?' 


And what can be. the reaſon why'the voice of Family religion is_ 
not heard in all your dwellings ? . It may juſtly be taken for granted 
that moſt, or all.of you know that-it is your indiſpenſable duty to 


pray, .and worſhip God in your houſes and'with your families, to 


praiſe the name of your bountiful Benefactor,to'inftru@ your houſ= 


holds in the priociples of religion, to teach them'the fear of the Lord 
by precept aud example, and-to {rain up your children in the \awa 

they ſhould go, that when they are old, they may not depart /rom it, 'Cer- 
- tainly, 1t may be preſumed you. are not ignorant of this neceflary 
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duty, eſpecially ſuch, as/are old, or/middle-aged,, becauſe you have. 
been ſo often inſtructed in it; reminded of it; and warned" of the: 
conlequences of negleQing it, and-perſuaded, intreated: and exhors 
ted to pertorm4it;, Your neglett:therefore.can proceed from nothing. 
elſe, but a total, want of the love of God in your hearts;.an indiffer. 
ency about. religion, and-a ſtupid ;enconcern, for the ſalvation of your. 
own.ſouls, .-and; the fouls of. your children and domeſtics; /and/an 
averhan to Tacred: exerciſes arihng from the vitiated taſte of your: 
lepraved. and unrenewed hearts: '[his/18 the: concluſion you oughtto, 
draw, cough againſt yourſelves :z—and O that|the conyittion may 
pierce, your hearts, and awaken-your conſciencesy as'it -oupht,' ard: 
follow you home, haunt you from day to day,.and neyer leave you; 
111, you are, brought down to your. knees: before God; crying for 
mercy and falvation, 'tn/public, un ſecret, and in Family priyer. * 
Such of you, as are now ſomewhat advanced in\ years, an have 
heard theſe,things ſo often repeated, and enforced, and yh 
iyed in the negle of them. betray ſuch.a want of religifFand' 
averfion'to 1ts duties, that it really ſeems @/heartleſs undertakir;g to 
ſay any thing more to; you on. the/ſubje&t.. You have ſo long ſinned 
gaink hight .and knowledge, that I almoſt deſpair of your amead.' 
nenty from. any thing I can ſay: But ag there»:nav.he ſome yaung;” 
er perſons here, who have /late}y'become heads of tamilies | and. 
others juſt about to become ſo, I intend once more to, treat direct, 
ly on, the ſubject of Family. religion, for the-inftruQtion of the lat- 
tr, and farther conviction of the,/ormz7,, And Þ beg that'you, who 
have, alreacy.been.inftructed-in, and frequently/exhorted to this duty 
would conlider, that 1}, you. {till hurt your, eyes' again(t'.the! light 
ad peril in your negleQt of Family.prayer, the additional convic- | 
tort and warning; \you-may.now:receive, wilt render you\more in- 
excuſable, and your guilt and »condemnation; will bs; greater and.” 
more.intolerable. - I cannot-undertake for the ſucceſs of my. prefent. 
labour—or for the effeCt it may. have'on any. clafs' of my _hearers, 
bot, a8.in duty bound, 'I ſhall-do,my..endeayour to-convince your 
wderſtandings, and give you-ſuob faithful warning! that ſc. T may 
Geliver,my own ſonl, and be able _to'ſay, with nt P.ul,/at my 
leparture,' $ Tam pure from the blood of all 'men ; for I have not 
' hunted to declare unto you all the/counfel'of God oe 
« The voice of rejoicing and falvation is in'the tabernacles, \ or- 
'dwellings of rhe righteous,” | By the righteous, T underitand one '' 
Jvbo.is made rightequs by an intereſt. inthe perfe& righteouſqeſs' 
dt Chrift, through faith, and; is ioword yp dharbl a0] landtified 
dy the ſpirit. God, Such an, one, like Zacharias and Elizabeth, who,  _ 


. - 
d, 4 


*%e 


Fe are told, .2vere both rightequs, will walk in all the fiatutes ani or, 
nances of the Lord blamele/s, or without exception. | As ſoon as 
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his A: is informed; 4d heis liberty ih cnflruCied in the doe. 
trines of ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt; and in the duties and pri. 
vileges of Chriſtianity: + Ri chearfally performs « every. known duty, 
and particularly Family prayers. which he eſteems a privilege, as 


- well as a duty. Therefore is the vaice of 1 rejoicing audfalvation in 


' the dwellings of the "righteous. ' The mercies bf GoI' tothimſelf 
and family,” call for j joy and praiſe-and thankſgiving ; eſpecially the 
ay mercy of redemption through Jeſus Chrilt; A ſenſe of his in- 
tire dependence on God,'a ſenſe of his own wants, "abeakn? ſet, temp. 
tations, and grievancer, as well as-thoſs of his houſhold, calls hini to: 
"his knees, eorth-all his horſe, t0 fupplicate* and obt all that help and; 
falvation from heaven,” which his'and their neceſſities require. Nor 
do they-alk in vain. The Lord ſends them. help and falyation from 
above,  fo.that. they can ſay, '* -Our/help wenn from him; who! 
heaven and exrth? And this furniſhes: them. with: tiew 
W-v<ry day for gratitudeand praiſe, Sv that, whatever might 
| be the particular views of Dravid when he: pentzd the words, . the 
text ' may. with propriety, be Ee v5 ta-my preſent pur. 
poſe. And in'ns reſpeCt can they be applie1 with more. truth/and 
propriety, than to/the voice of praiſe=and prayer, . which 'is daily 
heard in the dwellings of true Chrittians and'the-children 'of God. 
And if this voice be not heard in the dwzliings of any'of you, '1t 18 
an awtul fign that you do not belong. to.the claſs of 'the r1 ghteous, 
but-of the wicked,” who forget God, and' that bis-love'is-not int our 
hearts, nor his fear” before your eyes: It 18 art awful ſign-that you are 
- tilt in,a ſtate.of nature, without an intereſt inChrift; unjuſtified, un, 
fanRtified, anregeteerate,and, conſequently, without atitte'to-heaven, 
and fitneſs for the kingdom of (glory; and if you are; hardy znough 
Ne celt in a ſtate of ſuch” fetrful' peril and: danger;,—you mult be 
irdened indeed” Some unccountable ſtupor muſt hive poſſeſſed 
wo -and rendered you inſenſible to, and careleſs about. the Joys" v5 
Heaven and' the. Pains « of hell for ever; and: ever; 01,5 
"That David, in the words of the'text\, had fone reference to Fa. 


| mily praver, 18 bighly probable, becauſe he mads a prattice of this 


duty.  Butbe this as'it may; 25 the'text, according tothe gloſs al: 
ready given'to it, maybe property xcconmodated-to that OY 
SY ons 2ccordingly made choice'of it. -+ Phe: yoice of rejoiclug an. 
C5 "falvatian 1 15 12 the tabernacles'of the: ri ghteous,” 
© In the ptoſecution'bf the tubjeRt, -l Purps ſe to:ſhew, -- 
"That Family religion an4 worſhi9'1s a duty indiſpenſably in. 
eumbent oa all profeſſing Chriſtians, whore heads of families. 
IT. The advantages ariſing from the'due performance of this Boty 
ML. I ſhall:make ſome improvement. 


Families, 1s) 


appear/from many reafons and» conliderations;-. 
fake of' brevity, to'treat of the ſeveral parts together, though, per; 


been, and ſtill 28 a part of the public ſervice. 


enjoymetits/; then the nateral obligation of the thuty'of prayer and 
praiſe, can be denied by no man..who:does not renounce realon.and 
the nature itſelf. _ They. are as of natural homage, and a tribute; 
'of acknowledgment due from all. his'ra* ion, creatures —It.it be. 


natural arid; reaſonable guty inJitfelf, will equally apply to; bak 


ty. ingif ekfably in 


© Tam'to ſhew that Family relifiion } is.2 du 
ide on of proteibay RT who Are heads and maſters of . 


Family religion nk in theſe three. parts—prape r pro 77 
infiruRnn, And the indiſpenſable obligation,on all-heads and maf, N 
ters of families duly to perform theſe ſeveral parts, might be made. 4 


Tqntend, for the 


haps /eme times more particularly of one than;another. - Prayer and: 
praiſe; -indeed,: are ſo-intitately joined in-the ſervice of,God, that 
we cannot be ſaid properly to: worſhip him without botFof. them... 
And to-theſeinftruction is ſo nearly conneQed, that ix always has 


{-Fhe pointin hand, I yroceed/to: prove; (1) From the light = 
nature and the: reaſon ol POREY: And, (2) from SOEIPSave. OR 
atid” precepts. | 
1 From the light'o of nature andthe reaſon ye: things. Prayer. 
and praiſe 15'a ranch of natural religion; which have their toun- 
dation in-the perfeQions- of . God, and 'onr 'dependenceon him.” 
Tf we acknowledge that there 18 a God, ſelf=ſu ſhoienty independent. , 
——0mnipotent,omniſcient and omnipreſent, —that he-made, ar. 
{till preſerves ns, and 15 the bountiful. donor of ail our bleſhngs and 


natural for the weak-dependent infant to:ſupp!! icate 2 powerful-and / 
compaſſionate parent, in al: its wants and diftreſ-33if itbe naturab- 
for any. corporate {ociety toi fupphcate their pririce, or-unite-in'a” . «<3 
Potion to [the throne, For 'A redreſs of grievances, Or: enlargement | 
'of privileges 3 then, undoubtedly, it mult be as natural; reaſonable 
and- becoming for creatures, an cur individual and ſocial capacities, 
to ſupplicate that God, who. is the univerſal p3rent of the human 
farnilys andthe. Prince of the kings of th- ctrthe —from whom we. 
receive hfe and breath, and on 40hoſe aeBpriooay the. various ranks 
of beings depend; from the higheſt archangeh.” in heave Nh To the 

meaneft reptile that crawis upon the earth, - 

Every argument that*tends to prove that pray er yes praiſe i Y 


as to individual prayer or. praiſe And as the light of nature taught | 
the heather the:one, ſo we-find it. taught them"the other. OF / TE 
thetr” public: aworlhip,. and their. priefts. and/tempies appointed for, 41 
that. purpoſe, I ſpake un my Jaft diſcourſe, Whoever reads thaw A 
molt ancient: atid valuable monuments of heathen Ant qaiys bs] 


find in- therh much! of a\ſpirjt of public devotion; , fm and 
Virgil. two of the'moſt; celebrated poets!of. (zreece; and; Rome. often 
put the language of. fervent prayer, into the mouth of-their heroes; 
both in the counſel-and the'camp— The. ſameſnatural hght' raug!n; 
them che.duty.of Family religion, and'to worſhip. their\G24s in theic 
re 


ſpetive.dwebings.... Hence, we read of: their La/4 and;Penates; 
their:houſhold gods,..to, which they: prayed, and offered; ſacrifices 
morning and evening [in their. families, »according-to the-rites and 
mwanners of. the. country, And does not this ſhew,/that.ſamily. wor, 
thip is a duty. of natural religion, and ſtrongly mmfer-the-obligation 
.of the fon. ail profeſſing. Chriſtians ?—Wul':not:the heathen 
riſe. up injudgment, and-condemn-the-men of this generation who 
—With all -the additional light -of revelation, ſtill live an' the neglect 
of it f-—Surely 16 will be. more-tolerable. for Tyre and. Sideny 4n the 
day. of judgment, than for-you 1 Would to.God you; would con, 
Ger, and lay-this»to heart,: and never let-it be ſaid that heathens 
did more-honovr to:their. durts! zdels,. than you. to. the: living! God. 
A multitude of arguments mght be uſed, to ſhew that the. duty 
m hand has its foundation in_rezſon and nature,/but as what I have 
ſaid, though: briefly, is ſufficient, 4 ſhall-proceed * 
2. To proye'thewobligation'to.this duty, from -ſcripture\exam' 
ples and preceprs... - ND 
The examples of many illuſtrious «,07:h:es are leſt on ſacred re. 
cord, for+.our '1mitation,.and.'inſtruction,. and- therefore (carry in 
them the force of a law... þ might mention A&rabam. /1ac,. Faceob, 
Jeb, Moſes, Folbua, and. Nehbenuq?, men;renowned for piety and 
integrity, Alto David; Solomon and Joſiah, whoſe:condutt in the 
main, was truly exemplary, and the few miſcarriages of their lives 
2xe written in black'/ines, that they may be diſtinguiſhed by-every 
reader, as blots and exceptions in their. characters, and they are con. 
demned' as faults, which muſt. be-.carefully avoided. by all who 
defire the favour of God, and} theiv own/ happineſs in time, and 
From the names juſt-mentioned, aſufficient number; of. examples 
may be ſelected to:eftabliſh the-obligation to Family: religion. I 
_ thall begin with. Abrakam'the friend of God: It \was on account 
of his punQuality in this duty, that God bears ſuch'a honourable 
teſtimony concerning him. - * Shall Thide/ from Abraham,! ſaith 
the Lord, «the thing which/T'do ?.For.:I know: him, that he-will 


© command his children and/his houſhold after him, and they-ſhail 


 * keep the way of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgment?==And that 
' Tfaacand Faced, from the good effe&s of Abraham's pious'example 


| and. precepts, maintained the worſhip of, God, in their reſpeCtive. 


p 


families, there can be no doubt ; for we find that. hy/oever they had 
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a houſe for themſelves, there they built an altar for God. Now as 


the only deſign of an altar was for the worſhip of God, they would 
have built an altar to. no purpoſe, had: they not worſhipped God 
in their dwellings. hee, es, 

.+.- Feb 18 ſaid to haye riſen early in the morning to offer burnt 
offerings to God, with his ſons and daughters; and this he did 
continually, it ' was,his daily and conſtant pratice,. By this he 
manfeſted his fear of the Lord, as well as by eſchewing, or avo:d- 
ing evil. | To fear God 15 often put for the whole of religion, ve- 
cauſe it includes the practice of all the works of piety towards God 
and an abſtinence from ſins of every kind. 

David was a conſtant attendant on the putlic ſervice of the 
lanctuary, nor was he leſs purictual in family worſhip. Hence we 
read of his returning from the public afſembly, to bleſs his houſe. 

Andit we may believe his own, words, he prayed morning, even= 
ing and at noon ; and he reſolved to walk ia his houſe with a 
perfeCt heart, and to purge his tamily of ungodlineſs. Laniel alſo 
was an eminent example in this duty. When he knew that a wri- 
ting was ſigned, by the king of Perſia, prohibiting, on pain of 
death, any man to offer up a petition to God for thirty days 3 and 
that this writing, like the laws of the Medes and Perfians, would 
admit of no alteration, or allow any room for clemency towards a 
ranſgreflor-of it—yet it was not ſufficient to deter him from his 
duty to the God of . heaven, or from his ſtated-praQtice of devoti- 
on. | See Dar. .,vi. 10 «© Now. when Daniel knew that the wri- 
« ting was ſigned, he went intro his houſe, and his windows being 
« opened in his chamber towards Jeruſalem, he kneeled down un- 
© pon his knees, and prayed three times a day, and gave thanks, 
© unto his God, as he did afore time.' And that theſe were not 


ſecret, but family prayers, appears evident. from the notoriety both. 


of the poſture and words he made uſe of for had they been ſecret 
prayers, both the one and the other had eſcaped the obſervation 


and knowledge of his enemies. R 
' P>hbug's example ſhall bring up the-freat-; © As for me and; my 


© houſe. we will ſerve the Lord.” Ifeſe examples are not ſul. 


ficient to' convince you of the duty of family- worſhip, or the 
obligation of family religion, that is, prayer, praiſe and inſtrudti« 
on, I ſhall dire& you to ſeveral ſcripture precepts, which, I truit, 
will put the matter beyond all. doubt. fol 
That it is the indiſpenſable duty of all maſters and heads of 
families to teach thoſe that are nnder them, whether, children or 
ſervants. the prineiples of religion 'and the doQtrines .of ſatvation, 
can admit of no diſpute, becauſe this is expreſsly enjoined by plain 
precepts, both in the Old and New, Teftamen: See Deut. xi. 18, 
b OOTNR N'3 
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19, 20, 21. * Therefore: ſhall you lay up theſe my words 1n yout 
« hearts, and in your ſouls ; and-you ſhall teach your: children, 
« ſpeaking of them when thou fitteſt in thy houſe, and when thou 
« walkeft by the way, and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
« Tiſeft vp; 3. 'e. 'motning and evening ; and/thou ſhalt write thera 
-< upon the door-poits of-thy houte, 'and upon your gates”;'—L. e. 
make them as: plain atid-familiar as poſſible, and take" the utmolt 
care thatyour children 'may always be reminded of them, and 
duly impreſſed” with them, Teaching, -or inftrudtion,* which '18 
one part of family religion, is as plainly-and politively commanded 
Here, as words can expreſs it. And how highly God commends 
this duty, you may ſee; Gen. xviti. 18, 19, © 41! the nations of 
© the earth ſhall be bleſſed in him, i e. Abraham ; +, for bknow 
£ him, thit he-will command his children and h15 houſehold after 
s him : and they- ſhall keep the way of the Lord;” *Here'you will 
obſerve, that it is the will of God, that not only.your children; but 
. kouſehold, ſhould be ;nſtrEted by you ; and*not only i8{tructed, 
-but eommanded ©: intimating the authority -committed 'to every 
parent end-maſter of a family to carry his inftruttion into. effect: 
at leait externally , for no man can infare the internal effects - of 
is teaching or authority : 'yet mult we ufe the means appointed, 
4n obeuterice to God. ae be VAR OO NY 
Tu tre New Teftament,/parents are ftritly and pohttively com- 
*mandec,* To bring up their -children in the nurture nd admorution 
« of the Lord, Eph. "vr '4. The! word*paideta, which'1s tranfla- 
ted nurture, fignifies beth" inſtruftion and correction, ſhewmyg that 
'parents-muſt not” only teach their children; but enforce *their in- 
{tr uCtion with the rod of authority, as ieed may require. And. 
the word nothera tranflated admonition; fignifies Tuch infiruftion- as 
{totes the mind with the do&rines of ſalvation and the terms on. 
which falration 1& to be obtained, and the tneans tb be uſed ſor ob- 
taining it, and all this enforced by frequent*charges. cautions-and 
exhortations. '[t 1s called the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
becauſe the Lord commands it, and becavie it 1s the doctrine-con- 
cerning the Lord, which 'points out our duty,..and obligation to 
him, and the way that leads'to the favour and enjoyment of him. 
The words may be ' of the ſame import with choſe of Solomony 
when-he ſays, © Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, and 
when he 1s old he will not depart from 'it* Prov. 'xxxii 6. I 
might add a'number of precepts for this duty ; but.as. thoſe ah eady 
mentioned are clear and decifive, I forhear, 
"Chat f6!temn prayer and praife to God, in Chriſtian families, is 
allo a duty of divine appomtment, niay be made appear by many | 
icriptures. In 1 Tim. ii, 8. the apoſtle writes, 4 1 will that men 
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* pray every. where, lifting.up holy hand, &c.' Theleaſt that can 
be uaderſtood by.praying , every where, mult be. . that we mult. 
pray in all proper and convenient places and ſeaſons; and confe- 
quently 1n.our families, uwefs-it can be demonlitated, that Chriſti- 
an families,are not. proper places to- pray in.; and | hardly thigk. 
any ſober man would undertake to ſay. this, much leſs to prove it. 
I. believe. PUPILS mea. would judge -n9 place. to, be more pr 
ere. 
a Again, , Zaki Vi... 18: The apoſtle. enjoins. Chriſtians-.* to Pray. 
© always, with all. . PFayer © and, ſupplication'i in.the.Spint, and watch- 
ing thereunto.with all perſeverance,” &c. — Praying. always with 
a}l prayer. Nothing can be. more compreneative ; praying with 
all prayer, all manner of. prayer... 4i:this- does not include family 
prayer, then. a pour pat. up in a. Chriſtian family muſt» be no. 
prayer at. all. But none of you think this z—therefore-you.are 
here enjoined to. pray. in, and with-your families, . 
La Colefs. 1v.. 2. We are commanded to-* continue in Prayer, and- 
© watch inthe ſame. with thankigiving.” And in chap. ut, 16, 17. 
Vre are enjoined to * teach and admoniſh.one another in pſalmsand 
« hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, fingiug with grace in our hearts unto 
«the Lord. And. whatever-we do in word or. deed, we are to do. 
« all-in. the name- of our J.ord Jeſus Chriſt,.giving thanks to God. 
« and the Father by him.” In theſe ſcriptures the duty'of. prayer. 
and praiſe are both mentioned, which together with; inftruftion 
as [ ſaid, mzke up the: three parts. of divine. worſhip. Now, if 
we:muſt continue in prayer, and: watch in the Fung 3 watch for 
fit advantages for the pertormance of this. duty, on the one hand, 
and againl{t all 1mpediments on. the other: ;—and if thankſgiving 
is td be joined herewith —then certainly. we mult-not amit. the 
fingular advantages: offered in ous families, or neg ect; thankſyiv. 
inp to 'God for the many mercies we and our. families dal.y receive. 
at his hand. 
_, Should any object. and fay, that<-family.prayer is not comman. 
«.ded-in auy of theſe {eriptures , becauſe the word is nor exprelaly 
« mentioned.” I anſwer | neither is public prayer. expreſsly men- 
tioned. ;. nor-1s ſecret prayer mentioned.in. ſo many, words. Phe 
abjeQion.. 12. extremely trivoious.; and if it amounts-.to any-thing. 
it amounts to ro0 much, and: goes to the total aboliticg.of.all pray... 
er whatever. God leys continue in prayer. —all prayer. +. Why 
« then ſay. you, God does not require us to pray at all, at any time: 
© or place, EE he does not mention. expreſsly. the-place where 
© or the ti;m2 when, or: whether we are to pray in ſecret, or - in. 
« PRONE, or in. our families.' This is the amount of your objec- 


On, —— Wherees the plain: and. unequivocal meaning of the: 
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words if, that we are to emit no fit- advantages ' and opportunities 
for prayer of every-kind. 1f there be no ſuch advantages and op- 
portunities 1 chriſtian families, where childrcn are to be wet 
upin the zuriure and admonition of the Lord, then | might allow that 
the words do not apply.to this duty : but if there are,'or ought to 
be {ych- opportunities in every family among us, then' 1: 18 the 
bounden duty of every family among us to beinitant in family wor= 
thip, and to neglect it is to fly in the face of our Creator and pre- 
lerver, trample upon the authority of the eternal Grod, 'and expoig 
ourſelves to the curſe denounced againſt « the families which call 
* But ON his name '--] now proceed Vi 

11. Lopoint out the advantages or benefits of this Quty. 

Ln the text, rhe pfalmifi informs us, the voice of rejoicing and 
ſalvation 3s in tae tabernagcles of the. righteous; and in another 
place he aſſerts, + Verily there is a reward for the righteous. The 
rigaieous man finds a preſent reward, a great? reward in keeping 
the commandments of God, and this of family religion 1n particular, 
He kaows, by happy experience, that « Godineſs 1s profitable in all 
$ things, and 1s great pain, having the promiſe of the life that now 
* 16, 4nd of that which is to come.* I thall. briefly point out ſome 
of the many advantages arifing from the due difcharze of this 
branch of godhneſs, Family re/igion. © No 

1. Flereby we draw down the peculiar blefling of Goda upon 
ourleives and families, It is the bleſſing of God, that maketh rich 
and a Iittle, with his bleſſing to. fanttiry unto us the ufe thereof, 15 
better than great- revenues, with his curſe. « The curſe of the 
Lord is in the houſe of the wicked.” An awful fentence } O that 
every prayerleſs far y would conſider it.—But the bleſſing of God 
15 10 the. huuſe of upright fouls, in whom he takes. delight, A * 
conteiited mind under the atlotment of Providence, and theeſanGg1. 
lied uſe of the good things of this life, whether many or few, are 
, the greateſt bleſſings of rzme. And what means are:more probable, 
for the ſecuring of theſe bleſſings to ourſelves and families, than 
dally 0 1mplore them by Family prayer Q + « The biefkng of the 
« Lord maketh rich, and addeth'\no ſorrow with it, Prov x 22, 

2. This duty when ferioufly and ſolemnly performed. muſt 
greatly contribute to the ove, harmony, and peace of families, which 
are bleſſing - of the firſt magnitude, —Behold that pious family, con- 
fiſting of many-member, but all united in one body, every morn. 
Ing and evening afl-mbling themſelves together under the ſame 
roof, to hear the word of God devoutly read, to fing his praiſe and 
offer up their joint propery and ſupplications to their common hen. 
efaCtor and; heavenly Parent. See them falling down on their 
knees, with hearts full of devotion, and with hands and eyes ups 
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lifted 10 the bills, from wheaee cometh"their help. "They confeſs the 
- fins, and humbly alk forgiveneſs through' the merits of Jeſus - 
Chriſt; they , acknowledge the g50dne/s of God in the morning, 
which has protected them through the ſilent watches'o! the pait 
right, and fervently pray that the Lord would keep them in his 
fear all the day long,—that he would not ſuffer them to fall inis 
any fin, 'or run/1nto.any kind of danger, but govern them in all 
their words and | doings according to his moſt righteous will and 
pleaſure, -Canit" be ſuppoſed that the members of that family, 
after being ſolemnly engaged in- theſe morning exerciies, would 
ealily give way to anger and wrath, to quarrels, 'or any malevo. 
lent tempgry or abufive language. to the diſturbance of that peace , 
ful ſociety, or to the breach of harmony and love ?—Or, if, on 
any occalion, fome tumultuous paſſion ſhould be put in motion, 
- would 1t not ſoon be quelied,; when they reflect that the evening 
15 approaching, when alt are again to bow together before a throne 
of grace,” to return thanks and praiſe for their faraily mercies, to 
aſk pardon for whatever has been amiſs in temper or conduct, to 
ſolicit favours from heaven, and beg protection through the uwipht, 
jointly, and for one another 2 Where a whole tanmily thus daily | 
join with one heart and mouth. to worſhip their common Father, 
who 18 in heaven, contentions, broils, and twnults.can ſeldom happen ; 
and 1f they ſhould happen, ey will be of but . fkort continuance. 
3. But. the crowning advantage of tlits duty is, that it directly 
tends to inipire every member of a' family with a ſenſe of God aud 
re/igion, and ' prepare the ſoul for heaven and eternal happincts. 
'The chief end of man, ts to glorify God and enjoy him for ever. And 
the chief end of our ime alloted here on earth, is ro make piepa- 
rations for a happy eternity. O that this were more thought at, 
and conlidered All-men vith to go to heaven,. when they die, 
and to be happy tn the world to come. But they confider »3:0t 
what an intimate connection there is between hoimelſs 4e'e ail 
i:appinels bereaflcr ; 'and'that all who are admitted into heaveu 
avove mult be previouſly qualified for its pleatures and employ-+ 
ments while here $e/owv. Now, if we conſult the ſacred recaras, 
| we ſhall nnd that the pleaſures and empioyments of angels and 
ſpirits in heaven, conſiſt chiefly in the comforts and exerciſes of 
religion, {tripped of all imperfeftion. To adote the perfectious | 
of God, and give glory, honour and' praiſe to his holy name, 1s 
doubtleſs a principal buſineſs among the celeſtial inhabitants, and 
2 main conſtituent of their happineſs ; and what can have a great- 
er tendency to prepare a ſoul for this thar, the daily exercite of 
prayer and devotion. Tineſe are of great advantage to keep up a 
i2nſe of God and religion in ous own hearts, and the hearts of 
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our children and domeſtics, ts form us mito a divin>-and:heaver, 
ly temper, and thus qualify us for the/bubneſs'and enjoyments of 
herven. The ſerious and folemn exerciſe of family- religion; 1n all 
1:3 parts,. will have a-moft evident tendency. to re(t ain from fin, 
to render the conſcience tender, and. preferve- chilaren ad youth I *t 
from the poilutions of the world; and ſeaſon their young; minds 

with-2 favour of religion and piety; and. prepare:them for'the em. 

ployments of the-heavenly ſtaze.. Would not the due performance 

of this duty baniſh from-our families the common ' practice of all 

roſs and ſcandalous vices, ſuch as profane ſwearing, drunken. 
neſs, uncleannefs, riotings, and revellings ? AtJlealt, would it 
not have a _manifeft: tendency, to do. this? Thole viges, I have 

"mentioned,  are-very-predominant in the world, and; m all.pro- 
baÞility.- they/take their-riſe-fron-the negleQ,, or undue pertor. 
mance of tne duty Lam now inculcating. 

When family prayer is joined: with: nſtruQGon, advice, exhor- 
tation and reproof, ir certainly muft be the mit effectuz] means. 
for promoting religion among the members oi the family, and con. 
ſequently” of furthering the ſalvation and everlaſting happineſs ot 
their inimortal ſouls, And with what comfort and ſatisfaction 
may the» pious. parent or head of a. fami y take-hig. leave of thole- 
children-and domeſtics, whom he haz {o often confecrated to-God 
and* whoſe dwelling place has been. a houſe of prayer and. ſuppl- 
cation when it-ſhall pleafe \God to remove him. by death ? He 
way, with ſacred delight adopt; -in his meaſure; the words: which 
his Lord and Saviour ſpake, a little before his death. © O Father, 
« I manifeſted thy name to the wife of my boſom, the children of 
* my bowels, and the-/ervants thou haſt given me, while I ſojourn. 
« ed in the world, LT have tanght them tny moſt holy: word, which 
« raou gaveſt me:; IJ have prayed daily with them and. for 
* them : and now, O. my Father, I am going. the way. of all 
© teſh, at thy call, and am. jult about to. take my leave of them y 
« keep them, Orkeep them .frony the evil that is'in this world,. 
* fanctity them by the word of truth, and prepare them all to Join. 
« with me again in thy worſhip and pris tm the celeſtial temple 
© above, the houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
W hat a comfort muſt this be toa dying parent * And how rich 
a legacy ior his mourning relils, mult ſuch an example, and ſuch 
a-preyec be? Bendes, thould ſuch pious parenrs Jive to a good 
old age, «and ſee their chiidren and children s childreh, who, fron 
the pious inſtruction and example of them, were treading in their 
Iteps, how would this comtort their aped hearts, ftrengthen their 
2eedle knees, and brighten their ſetting ſun ? O what joy to ſee 
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their children walking i in the trath, and to ſee thoſe habitations, 
which they had purchaſed for thern, become houſes of prayer, and 
little Be/hels, were God' is. daily; worſhipped, -and in which the 
Lord delights-to dwell: and not houſes of rior, danciogs, revel-\- 
ings and Nana. | 

:Many other advantages*of- this duty might 'be mentionsd, but 
time would ally and therefore, L haſten to the 
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1. If ths dye exerci tf of family. religion be attended with: ſuch 
great and obvioys -3dvantages, then to -negle&. this duty not only 
deprives us and otr -families:of theſe advantages, but-mult be-ar. 
tended with great and obvious diſadvantages, For 2s -the bleſhng 
of the Lord js drawn'down on families by this daty, fo the negleCt | 
of it will probably bring down -his curſe, Tre cu'/erof the Lo'd, 
lays Solomon, erin the houſe of the witked,” There is a Lechltias 
tion of vengeance, pronounced by Feremiab, which, ons would 
think, might make al} prayerleſs failies tremble. Pour ou? ty ju! 5, 
012 the families that call not on thy name... And,Q, how heavy, how 
dreadful will this {wry be on thoſe namexous farailies 'of proteliing 
Chriſtians, which negle& to call upon and worthip - the Lord ia * 
ther reſpetive dweliings 7 *The neglect of this duty not. ly be. 
rays an averfionito God and his ſervice. but it'ts a refie&tion ro/ 
i- | our common Chriſtrznity, and tends to deſtroy the very form of 
3 religion in the world. Your example | 1s poiſonous and deliructs 
2. I ive'to your children, who are. fo apt to imitate your u imgotly COit, 
r, || duct, and thusit tends'to the propagation of - irreiigion anY” un- 
of zodlineſs from age to age | The —_ of this duty brings guilt 
n, } on your own, fouls, ſpreads the deadly co: tagion far and wide, 
h. IN and, in its conſequences, may go to the eternal ruin of milhoas 
Jy Jeb; unborn, © 
Wl . If you profeſs Chriſtianity, you. will hardly deny that fami- 
il religion is a Chriſtian duty. .' As to the profeſſed members of 
d,. | /our church; you have bound yourleives to the pertormance 6f this 

/ Cuty, as often as you have preſented a child to God m bantifm ; 

e © unleſs parents-can ſuppoſe they are leſs concerned to teach heir 
2 | children the' principtes of the Chriſtian religion, than the ſpore 
h | {ors are, and to.do other things mentioned in the -7'e for bap: Um. 
h || And now, let me aſk you, what care have you taken to train up 
4 | your chileren in the knowledge of God, and the way of falvation 
n If *brough., Jeſus Chriſt ? What care haye you taken to lead them 
'r || 91 in the paihs of holineſs," and to renounce the pormps and vail. 
ir || ties of this wicked world, ar.d all the Entul defires of the flefh nd. 
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of the mind ? Showld the Judge, at the great day of {inal accounts 
_ aſk you, who are parents, whether you have endeavoured to bring 
up your children in :he-nurture and admeonition of the Lord, by pray. 
ing.with them, and for them ? Whether you have taught them to 
pany by your own pious example ? What ariſwer could you make ? 
fear many of you would ſtand {peechlz/s, and felf.condemned 
"for your baſe and cruel neglect of the ſouls of your children, 
And ſhould any of your children, . through your neglect and_ une 
godly example, be brought into the, ſame condemnation, O what 
keen and cutting reproaches will they vent againſt you ! Depend 
upowit, the guilt. of their defruction will he heavy, on your ſouis ; 
and like exaſperated furies wil! they eternally upbraid you as the 
-principal.cauſe of their everlaſting damnation, 1n the doleful, re, 
gions:of, torment and deſpair, Alas ! Alas ! how many fcores of 
parents, among us, not only live in the neglect of this duty of fa, 
mily religion, but. by their daily praEtice, are leading their off, 
(pring far away from God, and down, to the realms of darkneſ-, 
fire and pain | Now what kind of reflection will ſuch of you have, 
when vou are lying on the borders of the grave, and are juſt about 
fo take leave of your prayerleſ= families and nearett relatzyes ? Sure 
1 am, ſhould. you have any reflection at all, they, muft be painful 
indeed,. 'O to think of leaying behind you a prayerleſs family ——- 
a family in which the horour and worſhip of God have. been ne- 
gleCted all your days ; and now you are going to give an account 
ot the ſouls committed to your care. ,, Can you bear to think of this, 
even now ? —Does it not pain you. to refle& upon 1t !—But. when 
theſe things ſhall be realized at the alt day ——O how dreadful, 
3. I have hinted aiready, that the negle& of this duty is a main 
ſource from whence proceed profanity, infidelity, and wickedneſs 
of all kinds. Train 1p a child, ſays the wiſe man, :in the way he 
ſhould go, and when he is old he 4vill not depart from it, Now it this 
- maxim be generally t1ue, the counter part will be generally true alſo; 
that is, © Train vp a chiid in the way he ſhould not go, and whet: 
* he is old he wiil not depart. from ic.” This laſt maxim is more 
generally true than the firſt, When children are brought up 1n 1gno- 
ravce of God and themſelves ; and the ſeeds of ach knowiedoe 
are not ſown in their hearts, at an early period —when they are ex. 
poſed to evil examples at home. and evil company abroad—when 
inſtead of curbing their paſſions, and retrenching their vain and 
hurtful defires, thev are gratified (in their depraved inclinatio ns—- 
when inſtead of beio> heill in and reſtrained from. the faſhionable 
vices, foilies and pleaſures of the world, they are rather counten. 
anced and encouraged in thy pr-riait ef them —what muſt be the 
c=rtain conſequence of 2!) 1111s, but a contempt of reitgion and th? 
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reſtraints of the laws of God,—and profanity, debauchery and 
infidelity to the end, of their days? . This muſt and will be the 
cafe, unleſs they are. almoſt miraculouſly awakened from' their * 
airy  dreams.'of happineſs, and get” their. hearts renewed by the 
power of divine grace. . And ſuch may be ſaid | to be as: brands 
plucked out of the burning. And'is not this the wretched courſe 

of education in which the ſons of America are uſually trained ? 

As for the daughters of America, their education conliſts a/great 
deal in the- art of dreſſing. This is. become ,one of their” chief 
accompliſhments, which is frequently.turned intoan art of wan- 
tonneſls—an incentive of pride and vanity. In-this art many pre. 
cious- hours are ſpent ;==and- when- the vain treature has decked 
the outward part. with the richeſt profuſion of jewels, lace &c. 
Ge can acquire-z Out ſhe/comes : and what -preſents itſelf ts our 
view, but an empty trifle —glaring without, but* within' void of all 
ſolid worth, and deſtitute of piety= the love 'vi Gody and the or. 
naments of a meek and humble {pirit. which THY the ſight of God 
are the pearls of great price !\=>—-Dancing' too is *a' confiderable 
part of the education of -our: young peop'e.——Bar why muſt they 
learn to dance ? © Q, it gives them an eaſy aif,.. and.a graceful 
carriage,'=—But if this be all, why 1s it made a ferious employment 


* 


in-which fo many. precious hours are ſpent and waſted ? ——= 
L here enter my proteſt againſt - this-praCQtice and al its appenda. 
ges. You will never get a ſtep toward heaven in-this way: 1 
have been young, and .now am old, and, if I know what true reli- 
gion is, I. can declare, that'I never knew one, who lived in the 
praCtice of- dancing, . or. who fayoured that praCtice," by allowing 
it in themſelves, or children, that 'was truly religious. I have known 
ſome of them that were civil or motal yeople; but at the ſame time 
they appeared totally igrorant of the nature .and power of internal 
religion.  'They had ſome; part of the form. but were ſtrangers to - 
the power of godlineſs. Miſs may go to Church —but Miis. muſt 
go to the ball-; and when Chureh and ball interfere, the prefer, 
ence is given to the latter: there 18 a muſt needs'for attenging-the 
bail, though the Church is negleQed. ' And where do we diſcoyer 
even the form. of relgion in families of this caſt ?—Indeed it is not 
to be expeCted, for thoſe that have a taſte for balls and danting, can 
have little reliſh for the exerciſes of religion. - The one 1s too 1n- 
_ compatible. with the other; -Cheſe are my fentiments; and they 
are very plain :;—and they ,are. ſentiments, which have ben; gotten 
by long experience and obſer yation ; and the longer I. !ive; the _ 
more am I confrmed in the truth of them. '* ©; Lt 
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4. 1f Family, prayer | be an(indiſpenſable duty; T'may be aſked, 
how often it 0ught rs þe performed ? An my judgment, evening 
+ 
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and moriitg are the propereſt featorls for ' this duly, an at theſe 
ſeaſons ſhould this duty be daily performed'in -every Chriſtian ta- 
ily.  Tnhefe ſeaſons are pointed out to us by the morning- and 
-eveninp {acrifices of the Jews, as'the [tateditimes of prayer, Whats- 
ever was written aforetime, was written for our learning. And 
if God's ancient people had theſe, ſeaſons*'for prayer, and:this is 
recorded forour inſtruction, 'then-chriſtians ſhould -not only' learn 
"their duty from this, but 'go, and-do likewife — The | morning be- 
friends devotion, and every parent, and/governor of a fartiily-ought 
to taks the benefit of it, by-calling*together as many of the mem- 
bers of the family as:can-conveniently-attend, before the cires ani 
'buſineſs of the day break in, and difcompoſe the mind. —And when 
the buſinefs of the tay'is over, and--the "Foetnity 73s again-compoled, 
"this duty ſhould be *repeated. © Morning,-evening, and at noou, 
© foys David, will T pray and'cty aloud.'=—And Daniel's «cuſtom 
was to pray in his houſe three: times a day. None'ofusthen would 
Judge it too frequent" to*addreſs the Lord'twice ada ay 4n family 
"prayer. And tf as families we are to pray-always, and without 
*ceaſing, then'ſhould:we not neglect-this duty, and at theſe: ienſengs 
*unleſs'upon the moſt wget neceſſity, 

- 5, It'maybe aſked, «+ Woula'it he beſt, in our ſamilies; to pray 
'by a form, or to-pray extempore, and without a-form-?-I would 
have'every perſon to pray-in that-way, which-he-finds moſt bene- 

_ficial-—With Tteſpect to-myſelf, :I ſhould: judge it beſt, in public 
worſhip, to make uſe of-a Liturgy—or. form 6t-common' prayer : 
and that in our-common. prayer. book=-—1T eſteem above all othet 

motes'or fortns'of public worſhip. Ttis.decent, ſolemn,”compre- 

'henfive, and -includes all parts of a public worſhip. But T:intend 
not 31s to condemn, or reflect in the leaft,-on any who judge 0- 
therwife, and Teie@ a:pubticform. 4 tharik God, I can freely 3 joit 
with all, whether they prey with-or without the' common form' of 
prayer 1 have mentioned. But though, as T-ſaid, I judge the 
"common form to be beſt in public werſhip. yet 1 think” free, 'or 
extempore Prayer calculated for a famiry, My with and advice 
18, that-every - parent -and head of. a family would fo ſearch the 
| ſcriptures, and their own. wants, aid the wants and circumſtances 

' of their' children and domeſtics, and get their- minds fo affected 

- with a ſenſe of theſe things and their dependance on God. and of 
His mercres to them and theirs, that they might be able to offter-up 
to God their prayers, praiſes, and confeſons/in ſuch terms as may 
- be Recent and expreffive of their'own ſtate and, the Rate of their 

families, without being confined to- any form whatever. Indeel 
1t 1s'!mpoſhble for any.,form to be fo (explicit and: comprehenſive 

"as to take in all the wants and various preuratagices of any tmily. 
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pore prayer for.a-family, as well as for the cloſet. The new. and 
various Circumſtances, which almoſt daily-ariſe in families, wil! 
naturally. call for new matter. and expreſſion; in. our prayers, Cons 


tetions . praiſes. and. thanksgivings. Iam convinced: there 18.no. 
man 01 commony ſenfe, but might, in a very. little tim®, learn to pray. 
extempore, it he would make the trial, and” endeavour to get ac- 
quainted, with. the Bible and-his own heart; —but ſhould any, 


through dithdence, be backward to make'the trial, then let him get 
tne belt forms he can, ang.make uſe of: theſe; till.hecan-do with- 
out them.. The. ſooner: he does without a form; the: better. 


Finally. Seeing I haye lai4 before you, this day, the nature of 
family religion; and: proved, I think, the indiſpenſable obligation on. 


all parents and heads of tamilies:duly to.perform this'duty,—what 


objection have any of you againſt an immediate. compliance 
with this obligation 7 Perhaps you. would. object— that you. 


have no time for this duty.'—-But what is the principal - uſe of 


time ? Is it not to prepare for eternity? Is. any concern, in this. 


world, equal to the concern of your own ſout, and the ſouls of your 


chudren !—Where-is the- man. that- could 'not ſpare time from, 
your worldly. buſinefs and amuitements 7or'this duty, ia all its parts, 


if you only. were diſpoſed to it ?. The objeftion 1s a.mere pretence, 


—it is not founded: in fat, or truth. Nor” would i; ever be- 


once made, dig. you duly -conlider, that the ſervice of God and. 


the ſalvation of. the ſou], is of infinitely greater "importance than 


all the riches' and honors-and Pleaſures of this / world, and even 
life itſelf.. - Theſe therefore-C!aim- your brit regard, and your chief 
attention, Confider'my brethren, your lite-and all-your ſubſtance. 


i8.in the hand of God,. and. without his blefling you can proſper - 


n nothing: But-ſuppoie"temporal proſperity: ſhould attend you. 


all your. days. on earth,, yet the-tims of. your continuance here is. - 


ſhort and+- very uncertains foon.will your foul be required. at;you ,. 
and ther what "a dreadful fituation-wilt you: be in, if. you are not 
rich towards' God'? Let me, therefore, exhort, and. entreat all pa. 
rents and heads of families to lay aide your ſloth. and break through 
every: obſtacle that nay le uthe way, and no longer neglect a dv. 


ty: ſo neceſſary, and fo-advantageous, and on the que performance. 


of which.the happineis-of qurſelves and: families fo much. depend, 
both. in time and/eternity. 'Fhe moſt powertal motives and cogent 
reaſons. coiabine to. enforce this. duty 3: theretore, as you would, 


w 
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Behdes the daily repetition of a form tends to ſtoth and irkſomeneſs,, 
and to hinder that ſtudy-of our- own hearts and neceſſities, which,. 
11 properly. known, would cauſe us to. pray indeed—and pive life 
and.ſpirit to.our” petitions, So that how: expedient foever a form 
maybe for public: worſhip, yet I would recommend free, or extem«. 
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with to be faithful to the great Ruler of heaven and earth, who hag 
intruſted you;with the'care of ſouls, as you. value the inamortal 
intereſts of your children and: houfſholds, as -you eſteem your own 
comfort, and happineſs, in life and death, in this and-the world to 
c. me,-as you regard the proſperity of the church of Chriſt, and 
the temporal and ever)aſting. welfare of thoſe who are neareſt and 
deareſt to. yOu, neglect not this duty-for one day longer, this night 
conſecrate your houſes to, God by prayer and praiſe and reading 
his holy word, and henceforth to the end of your lives, Let the voice 
&f rejeicvng and /aivation-be in. ll your dwellings. 
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The good lany possessed. 


NUMBEkS xiii. 30, and. xiv. 7— Latter clauſe. 


£x4 Caleb ſaid, the Land which we paſſed through to ſearch Wt," is of 
exceeding good Land ; let us go up at once and pefſei it 3 for we 


are well able ts overcome it, 


HE deliverance of the children of Iſrael from Egyvtian bon, 
dage, and their travels through the wilderneſs ro the land 
of Canaan, is eminently typical of the deliverance of ſinners from 
the power and dominion of fin and Satan, and their ſpiritual tra- 
vels, through the difficulties of this world, to the celeſtial Zion 
above. And as Iſrael, of old, were led on, under the condutt of 
Moſes, as their captain general, ſo all true chriſtians, haying hiſt- 
ed themfelyes under the banner of Jeſus Chrift, the great captain 
of Salvation, are led .on, by his condudt and proteCtion, till they 
arrive, in fafety, at the heayenly Canaan, which as much exceeds 
the earthly, as the God man Chriſt Jeſus is ſup2rior to the man 
Moſes. KS *4H 
The occaſion of the words of the text may be ſeen by looking 
back to the beginning of the 12th chapter. The children - of I- 
rael had decamped from Sinai, and picched in, the wilderneſs of 
Paran, which was the ſouthern boundary of the promiſed. inhert- 
tance. —From hence the people were unwilling to proceed, till 
they had 'made ſome diſcovery of the land, and how they right 
moſt eaſily paſs through the defiles of the mountains, which lay 
in their way.— Through the- propoſal of ſending ſpies before 
them, was the effeQ of unbelief, and a diſtruſt of God's provi- 
dential care and faithfulnefs,: yet it. is readily complied with, and 
a man, from each tribe, is ſelected for the expedition. They go 
and fpy out the land. And having accompliſhed the: buſinels, . 
they return, bringing with them. a ſpecimen of..the natural pro- 
duce of the country: cluſters of grapes, pomegranates and figs, * 
Though this ſpecimen 'of excellent fruirs might confute any 
thing that could be ſaid in prejudice of the: Jand, on which: they 
- grew, yet, through cowardice, ten of'theſe ſpies bring back an 
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evil report of i?,.. They: report. that: the ſoil was: barren; the air: 
unwholeſome; and bekly-;; that the. inhabitants were-. facuired by 
impregnable walls-;: that their inveterate- enemies, the Amalikites 
lay juft. before-them, ready: to-obttruct. their march : and all the 
paſſes.of the mountains were blocked up, and guarded by the. Ft 
13tes, the: Febreitea: and the- Amorites, men of great ſtature. —-and. 
moreover, tlicre were: Gients,, who-could cruth the. Lraclites, hke- 
graſshoppers:under. their feet, — Ih like manner does the coward: 
heart of unbeliat magnify. every.molehill-of [piritual diſhculty,. in- 
tO a mountatit, and.conciude,, that the oppoktiony to be met with 
11 a relipious'eourſe,. is morethan can be ſurmounted —1* O”” fay 
ſome, « how-can we pet over this difficulty, how pertorm this-dutyy,. 
« {0 contrary to-fRleth and blood?” We, may as well avide where 
« we are,. for we can. never cerforrh. the-taſk”—— But to return. 

Upon. liezzing this falſe: and diſhonourable repreſentation, given: 
by I ters, tics. -- Caleb boldly contradiQts it, and, , being full of. 
faith in tKe pro: niſe and” protection of FFeaven,. encourages. the - 
hearts of the multitude to go- up, without the leaſt.hefitation, and 
rake polls Mort. of the "country. alluring them » at! the ſame time, 
rh.t they were*v// able 70 overcome it :—and that the goodneſs of 
the land was fo exceeding, that it wou'd” more” than compenſate - 
every kibour and dificuity they greets meet with,. 1n the enter. 
Prize. .* It is an exceeding good Jani, and we are well able to: 
< overcome it.'=—We have fix iundree thouſand: agnting men, who. 
have a brave Commander, commiſſioned by the Kiay of Kings;—we- 
have an 4lmigity God inthe mieft of us, and his repeated pro- 
miſes to afſure.us, that the land of Canaan ſhould be to us for a 
poffeihon : therefore we are well able to do it.—So much ſor the lit. 
eral ſenſe of the words; But as they wilt admit of a very beauti. 
Yul accommodation to f utual matters, L intend to. handle” thera. 
12 that view. 

The Land'of Canaun was certainly a type of ("At , and the 
difficuliies the Iraelices, met with, 1n pollefſing themſelves of thaz 
are typical of the dithculties, rrue ' Chr/rans: meet with 10 gaining 

tae poſſethon of zZhbrs.. And though the enemy ve [trong, and the 

oppoſition great and raultiform, yet ar6 they well/able to overcome. 
allows 
In running the paralle!, I hall, 

[. Give lome deſcription of. the Heavenly Canaan; and ſhew 
that it 1s: 277 exceeding 2 ood land. 

TH. Speak | of the dr rceutties on the pallage, and. the enemies 1n the 
way. | 
: HE Shew that God's Ifrac), TY wreſtling proying people, = are 
well able 20 overcome them 
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-IV.. I ſhall offer ſorne motives to excite and.encournpge you all, 
28 in. one body, to ariſe, without delay, and go up to take poſſeſ- 
Hon of the. glorious inheritance. ,* Let us'go up at once and pol. 
TI000Y, 


. I am'to-give ſome, deſcription: of the heaven'y 'Canaan, and 
Ibew that 2t 15-an exceeding good land. 


It is only in the Sacred . Writings, that we have any deſcrip= 
tion at-all of this:celeſtial' courttry,—therefore i It is rom theſe that 
I muſt borrow-may xreprefentations. 

1. I have hinted: already, that the <trthly Canaan VS 2 type, 
'or emblem of the heavenly. And whit a MN gl repreſen. 
tation do the Holy Scriptures give ns:of the Land 'of Cantan ? — 
'©A Jand flowing with milk and honey, a good land and a large,” 

a land of babbling banks, - purling ſtreams, and bubbling fprings . 

a land of wheat and barley. vines; fig trees and pomepranates, Aa 
land -of oil-olive and honey 3 where the. inhabitants ſhould eat 
bread without ſcare*ieſs, or Jack of any thing neceflary to the 
comfort and. ſupper: of life. «nd. yet this country, io. well cal. 

[culated for ple>ſure ind convenience, fo rich and 'fertie,——2- 
bounding in plenty, and the choiceſt fruits, hanging 1 in Guſters 
along the margin of their rivers. w2s no more than a faint ſhadow 
an imperfect repreſentation of that heavenly coutitry, where the 
trees of life 'bear twelve manners of fruits, yieldwg a new'crop 
every month, and their leaves are for the healing of the nations, 

2. May we not alfo ſuppoſe that the teryefrial paradiſe was al. 
ſo an emblem of the cele/ial.— But who can deſcribe the delights 
and beauties of this once fayoured ſpot? Perhaps, all rhe plea. 
ſant orchards, united with all the comely things. now in the uiiZ. 
verſe. could not compare with the earthly paradiſe. - While man 
lived in a ſtate of innocence, he was ſurroundee with beautiful 
proſpects ; no inclement,ſky had then began . to lour, no ſtorms 
and tempeſts had learned to roar, an4 mark their way with delo. 
lation-; but nature ever blooming, filled the eye with pleaſure, 
and the air with fragrance :—a palace of gold had been a conbne. 
ment, and beds of 1 ory mean, compared Rt the delicious groves 
of Eden, and thoſe couches of never fading, everblooming flow. - 
ers, that decked that happy place. The outſtretched canopy of 
heaven aboye, the wide extended earth arcund in perpetual bloom 
while that ſecluded ſpot, that bleſt abode of man, ſhone with 
brighter beauties, than ever adorned the houle of $:/omon, though 
overlaid with gold, and ſtudded with precious ftones.-lmaginatuon | 
itſelf cannot conceive, or wiſh for greater delights than the earthly 
paradiſe afforded ; and yet all 2/7 furniſhed Cutan | myerfect vhs 
vt the heavenly land. 
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3, Tar good Jand, of which we ate treating, is {oiieriondd +6. 
prefeated by a houſe ;. a! Louſe not made with.hands, eternal 11 
the heavens « a manhon houſe, «whoſe builder and 'maker 1s God, 
and, at all times, is filled with the-glory of the Lord.  - A houſe 
where God, the univerſal Father. of the: tamily, conſtantly reſides, 
with ali ah beloved ſons and daughters around . him 3 where Jeſus 
Chriſt, their dear friend and' elder brother, dwells together with 
his younger brethren, i all in perfect love and unity, all of one heart 
and nad, Joining inthe lame worthip fitting at the ſame table, 
feeding on the {ame proviſions ; while the Lord Jeſus, at the ta- 
bie's head, deals out' to \each redeemed gueſt his moſt Yelicious 
portion. And, + O. how good and pleaſant a thing it 1s. for bre. 
« thren thus to dwell copdthbe | in unity. 'This bleſſing of perfect 
wiity is hardly to' be expected, as long as we ſojourn in this diſor, 
dered world below, Through the we akneſs and fickleneſs of ſome 
and the PTiNe and-ambition, of others, the church of God has, been 
is now, and I fear, ever will be rent and torn in pieces, by divi. 
fons, difſputations and animoſities, which io greatly tarnifh its 
beauty, and deſtroy its peace and happineſs. But'when we ſhall 
have paſſed thefe waters of ferihab of firife and contention, and 

arrived-at our father s houſe of many manſtons, then ihall we 

know, If happy experience, the blefſedneſs of entire unanimity 
and of loving one another, out of a pure heart, fervently, And 
is it not a thouſand pities, that the people - of God, here, who 
have all one common father, one. purſuit, travelling.to. one home, 
ſhould fall out by the way, and have fo little forbearance one. to. 
ward anothet. 

4, It is a healthy land, No fickneſfs is known in that Calabrious 
air. that religion of perfect vitality z but health and vigour ever. 
blouming-:n immortal youth. There hall be us more death, n:ther (or - 
ro<u nor cryifig ;—neither {bali there be any more pain, or diſeaſe, fot 
the inbabitants of that land ſhall never /ay, I am kck. They Ive, they 
F: eatly. tve the lite of Gods ,—they live a life of joy, and ſwim in ſeas 
0 0945 ej bliſs, . eteraity along. They live with him, 1n whole pres 


ſence, is fulnefs of joy.. awd at NP wy hand there are pleaſures for. 
EVE MIYE, 


5. This good land is called alſo a kingdom. The e cilizetis are all 
crowned with glory and rixhteouſnes-=they are bir/gs and priefts unte 
Cod, fitting on tkroves, ciothed i in white robes, -and palms in their 
hands, -expreflive cf tne: any victories they have gained over the 
world, the fleth ard the devil. O what raptures of extatic pleaſures 

*—awbat agreeable ſurpriſe muſt fill the hearts of the humble follow. 
ers of the Lamb, w 4. they find themſelves, not ori y admitted in. 


to the heavenly courts, but ſeated or a radiant throne, and adorn, 
ed with ail che enligns of majeity. 


4.43 
6 Heaven is alſo called an inheritance, an eternal. weight of 
4 


ory. where God ſhines forth, in all the matchleſs {pendors of 

(iS grace and benignity ; the bright bearas of whoſe countenance 
eatify the celeſtial temple, and attune every harp :© the tublimett 
tr21ns of rapturous harmony. 

7. LFhis heavenly country 15 a echafed noffelian ; purchaſed 
vith no leis price, rhan the blood of the Lamb, Thus we find the 
-lorined millions tuning theltr voices to this melodious ſong, + Wor- 

thy 1s the Lamb that was iain to receive power and riches, and 
* wiſdom and. ſtrength and honour and glory and vleiing for thou 
« wait lin and haff redeemed us to God by thy viood. " Oka he's 

When we conſider this (vait poſſeſſion, —the crown, the throne; 
the royal robes, AS the purchaſe of our dear Redeemer s blood, how 
greatly will it enhance the value, in our eſtimation ?- And when 
we ſhalt behold him face'to face, will not the great things he hath 
done. for us. his incarnation, his afflicted tite, and the bleeding 
azonies of his death, fill our hearts with per; ethal raviſhments 7 
To think, that on the purple ſtreams of his blood: we'-lwam to 

heaven, though oppoſed by the world, the devil; and the feſh — 
that. by the [aceifice of his death , we eſcaped the curſe of the law, | 
the wrath of God, and the daricticn of hell: and: that now we 
are ſafely arrived to the boſom of God ! Oh ! will-not our-. ſouls 
overflow, with gratitude, and feel the moſt tranſporting delighte; 
12 the preſence and company of our deareſt, our heavenly friend * e 
7 a word, were we only t5 eſtimate the Rand. by the amazing price 
by which it was purchaſed, and the wiſiom of the purchaſer; we 
might juſtly conclude, that 3t is an exceeding gobd land 

But here, ſome might be ready to ſay, « We-have not a doubt 
of the goodneſs of the land ; but how are we to 20 up ard pofſe(s it ? 
Are there 'not many enemies and: difficulties in the way that leads to 
this poſſeſſion & Yes : and zheſe I arm to point out, in the 

[1. Head of my difcourſe. 

Though the ten ſpies brought back an evil or falſe. report, reſ- 
pecting the fertiiity of the larid of promiſe, andthe un whoielome- 
neſs of the air, yer Caleb himſelf did not deny there were enemies 
and difficulties to encounter before they could gtt poſſeſhon. - The 
then prefent proprietors were ſtrong, their cities fenced and wal 
led around ; the ſons of Anack were there . the Amalchites Awrelt 
in the ſouth : the Hittities, Fubuhtes and Amoriter, occupied the- 
mountains, and the Canaanttes dwelt by the ſea, and the coaſts ot 
Jordan. 'There were alſo mountains to be patied OVer. 

In allufion to ?beſe; I might mention mary nations of enemies, 
and mountainous obſtructions which lie in the way of the true [f- 
zacl of God, to the pofleſhon of the Canaan above, But as the na- 
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tions of ſpiritual enemies are generally reduced to three, the avorla 
the #./5, and the devil, I ſhall now [confine myſelf to the/e. 


i. *Che world 13 a great enemy to the ſouls of mn. Its riches, 7 
honors and pleaſures mightly infeſt their depraved hearts, and the 4, 
generality are ſo-captivated therevy, and enſlaved, that they fel- | 
dom glance a thought toward God and divine things ; much leſs py 
do they -think of hearticy engaging in. the ſpiritual warfare, and ) 
marching to the Heavealy aud %. The devil and'his agents are F 
powerfvl:enemies, who leave no artifice untried to obſtruct the 
chriftian's march towards heaven. +3, 'The fleſh 1s the molt en- 
ſnaring exxemy of the three, and renders'our progreſs heavenward " 
flow and heavy. "But as I have frequently enlarged on theſe thinga, q 
T ſhall-proceed to mention'fome of the moutitains, which 'inter- a 
vene between us and the celeſtial *country, and over which we p 
muſt-paſs, to the poſſeſhon'ok it. S 

1, 'There'ts the mountata of B-ther, 'othier wife'caVled the moun- : 
tain of dijiance. O how walt and'loity is this mountain 04 dittance, " 


which riſes between God and man. Fes high and lifted up far above 
the higheſt ordere of angels and raiſed beyond all bleiling and praiſe 
fo high, that he ſtoops to behold things which are done 1n heaven 
and will he, mn very deed, ſtoop down ſo low, as to notice the 
things done on earth? But the difficulty of this mountain is con, 
fiderably increaſed, when we confider mat, not merely as origin- 
aig from the duſt, but as guilty and depraved. We are crawl- 
ing worms of the carth at beſt, and by ſin, we are become a com- 


pound'of depravity and imperfe&ion, This renders the diſtance P 
fill greater. This mountain of fin and guilt may be confidered as j 
a top or head rifing out of the mountain of diſtance : as alſo” an- 
other riing on the /ere, which may be called the mountain of L 
juliice, Vhis alſo increaſes the diſtance between God and us, that 
juſtice requires that ſatisfaQtion for fin, which we can riever pay. | 
Sguch 15 the diſtance between God and us, as duſt, viie and finful | 
duſt. 

And muſt it riot be a greet wonder, if ever ſuch a vaſt and difi- | 
cult mountain be overpait, by weak, finful and depraved creatures ? | 


LChere is the mountam of /», the mountain ct incenſed Juſtice, 
the mountain of the broken jawv, tnundering with curſes and hery | 
wrath, allrifing as fo many heads on the mountain of Betner, and 
ſtanding in our way. This mountain may be compared to mount 
Atarim, over which the Iſraelites paſfed to the land of promiſe, 
and which conliited 0f many iuiis and riſings of different names , 


mount Nebs, mount Pij/gah, and mount Peer, were but ſo many 
parts of the Abarim. 
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2, There is the mountain of Unbelief. This is a mighty obſtruc.. 


Mon, They could not enter into the Land of Canaan, ' becauſe of uns 
belief, This cauſed many thouſands of the people to die in the wil. 

dernels. Let us, my brethren, alſo fear, lelt, a. promiſe being 

leſt us, of entering into reſt, we ſhould alſo come ſhort of.it, aud 
tall after the ſame example of unbelief, Many a dear child of God 

has been fo toiled at. this moyntain, as to cry out, «the Lord hath, 
« forſaken me, and God hath forgotten me,” 

3, Lhere is the mountain of deadne/5 and. indi/p!etion.. The na«. 
tural deadneſs and indiſpoſition of the human heart, cauſe many - 
nullions to, ſleep out: all their days, in carnal lecurity, till they.-/ 
ſleep in death, and deſcend to the blackneſs of darkneſs for.ever. 
And even. the regenerate who.: have, been quickened . from their. 
geath in ſin, are. often taken, when at this mountain, with ſuch 
languor and laflitude, that they have no vigor . 1n prayer and. other: 
reitp10us duties, ſo that they mourutully cry, C My tout lies Cleay-. ' 
* 11g to the duſt; quicken me, O Lord according to thy word.” 

4. There 1s the moyntain of-zempra'iom, Here the devil and, his 
auxiliaries lie in ambuſcade, and'aflault the the pespie of Gad, with. 
fiery. darts-and barbed arrows, . ſo that hey are put in great fear, 
and call upon the Lord, ſaying, *'LThe enemy is.come on me like 
* 2 lto0d, , O thar the ſpirit, of God, would lift up his ſtandard 
*againlt him *” yy 

5. There is the mountain of backſliding.. Here ſgmetimes the. 
people of Gqa, thraugh the remains of corruption, {lide, 1o ,as to 
fee) their conſcience _defiled with the mire of fin.. But O what 
diitreſs. what pain and anguiih of ſoul does this. occaſion | "Their 
132guage 1s,. 5 I am diitrefſed, I am caſt out. of thy.figh;, O:Lord, 
« yet wili I look again.roward thy, holy temple. Q:heal my backs. 
+ ſliding, and laye mg freely,” of oh "oY 

6. There 1s the mountain of difcouragement, . Here the ſouls of- 
God's peonle are often caſt down, and thei ipuits hbok hke a_ 
ſtone, Within them, Going over this mountain, though they la. 
bor hard, they ſeem.to get ng ground, They fel a_ hard heart, 
and a blind 1nd, and fear they are going backward, rather than. 
fqrward. Lis 18 a great, dilcouragement t0.a pious ſoul, and he. 
is ready to ſay, las there ever ſorrow like unto my-ſarrow #7 

7. There is.t22-mauatain, of deſertion. Here clouds and dark. 
neſs intercep: the lighvof the ſun ; and the tace of God leems tO. 
be hidden. Taen they mournfully complain ;.+ How, long: wal. 

« thou forge: me, O. Lord ? how, long wilt thou, hide. thy face. 

« from me ? wilt thou be no more intreated ? wilt thou, no more.” 

* afford m2 the light of thy countenance of {6 / 
Pheſe are ſo.me of he mountains, lying 12 oup way tothe hea- 
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venry land. The lofty mountain of diſtance, with the fiery moun- 

tains of God's wrath, law and juſtice ; ; The mountain of unbelies, 
barring out all acceſs to 'God through Chriſt :—The ſickly moun- 

tain of deadneſs rendering the ſoul-backward. and Janguid, in eyery. 

dity..—T he buſhy mountain of temptation, where Satan cogceals. 
hi | eif and throws his enyenomed darts ;—The flippety. mountain 
of backfliding, where too many flide and fall .-— The Jong and 
ſteep mountain of diſcouragement ;—and the black mountain of 
dele ertion, 

nd now, O thong, who art bound for the heaven'y Country. 

wk thinkeſt thou of thete e oppofitions * ? Are there any. here, that 
hid rather die, m the wilderneſs of fin than. go forward to en: 
counter theſe difficulties, and break through theſe obſ{truftions ? 
We read that whe) the chiidren of Ifrae] Fe ard of the difficulties 
and gigantic foes they had to contend with, that the whole CON 
gregation iifted up their voice and, wept all might , and {aid now! d 
God av? had ied in Egyp: "or in the wilderneſs. Thus ſome poor 
faint hearted ſinners, on hearing the diſhculties and obRraCtions, 
they muſt meet with, in the chriſtian warfare ; and. which they 
mult ertheir conqueroor die ſoreyer, may be ready to lay, < Woul4 
© to God, I had never beer. horn, cr had died in infancys before 
«© } had known what it is to fin,—Surely I ſhall never be able to 
« face ſo many.dangers, Or fight'my way over ſuch mountains, in 
« defiance of enemies ſo great and powerful.” But as Caleb ſaid 
to the, multitud+, ſo ſay T to.you, * Let no man's heart fail ; It is 
© an exceeding good land 3 ard if the Lord delight 3n as, then 
« will he bring us into the land, and give it as. Be of good COUT. 
© ape, 70; weare well able 10 overcome.” And this leads me to the 

'FIL Particular, — Where I am to ſhew, that we are wel] able to 
conquer every difficuity, and break through all oppoſition, 

Phe people of God, conſidered in themſelyes, 'are ipdeed, not 
able to make ſuch a cofiqueſt; Of themſelves, they can 40 nothing. 
— Therefore, if 2 any of you would overcome, be ſure to liſt your. 
felves under the banner. of the Lord Chriſt, and go forth in bis 
naive 3 ſaying, +1 will go forth in the ſtrenpth of tne Lord, mal:- 
© 1ng mention of his righteouſneſs, and of his only. Through him. 
ſha | we do valiantly, and all oppoſition ſhall fall before us. This 
w1i.| appear from the fo lowing particulars, | 

1. If you be united to, Chriſt, by faith, and take him for your 
leader, you will be well able to overcome, becauſe your Cantain 
has conquered all your enemies already, © He ſpoiled princips):- 
C ties and powers, and openly triumphed over them on his croſs — 


« nd heis exalted far above all principalities, and every name tha! 
C 1s named. y 
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2, Lhe people of God are well able to overcome, berauſe Jeſus, 
their captain, marches at their head, and leads the van. Lhig 
mighty breaxer 1s come up belore them, their king ſhall paſs be- 
fore them, * and the Lord of Hoſts at the head of them.” How 
then can they tail of ſucceſs, when the angel of the Covenant 1s. 


going before them, as before Iſrael of old, to keep them gnd lead 


them ſafely on ? 


3, L ner Captain, not,only goes before, and leads the yan, but 
2lſo brings up the rezr. - Thus he fecures his people from their 
enemies, bota behind and before, * The Lord will go before them, 


the God of Iſrael ſhall be their reward.' And rhat none may be 


able to flank them, on the right hand, or the left, « He will come 


« pals them with favor, as with a ſhieid.” Yea, © he will be 2s a 
* wall of fire round about them, and his giory in the midit of 
« them, | | 

4 Another great advantage, gn the fide of God's prople, is, that 
the enemies, again{t which zhey fight? are alſo the enemies of God 
and i4ey have his promiſe or declaration, that he * will be an ene- 


my to their enemies and an adyerſary to their adverſaries.” What 


though the hoſts of hell, comb:ned with ajl the malignant powers 


of darknels, are fighting againſt the Erael of. Gred :; yer, «Let but 


«*(>0d ariie, and all his enemies ſhall be ſcattered.” | 
5. Lhey are well able to overcome, becauſe they have more fo 


them, than againſt them. Be it fo, that they are oppoled, by ſeven. 
great and mighty nations*, as Iſrael was of od . yet God hath pro» 


vided, tor his people, ſeven regiments, greater and mightier than 
they. When chrittians are brought into diſtreſs, and hard beſet, 


covid tney open their eyes, would they not ſee all the mountains 


tull of chariots and hories of fire, to guard and protect tnem f=— 


A 


Sore of thoſe regiments, on the {ide of God's people, I thall here 
mention. | 

1. Ali the divine attributes, which ſurround and guard them, 
are continually engaged in their defence. «* As the mountains 
\« !tz»4 round abour Jeruſalem, ſo is the Lord reaund about them 
« tl:at fear him ; and the place of their defence is the munition of 
« rocks, Lhe attributes ot God, I:ke rocks of defence, are.avqut 
them. Lyen juſtice itſelf, having received full fatisfacion,18 the 
blood of Jeſus, cheir ſubſtitute, has become their friend { and his 
mercy and truth are ſent forth for the ſafeguard * from the re» 
« proach of rhoſe that would ſwallow them up. —f I am the Al. 


« mighty God, my grace is ſathcient, my ſtrength ſhall be made 


s perfect itt your weakneſs.' How can we hok with fuch a Prop y 
how can we fail, while guarded by ſuch a regiment. 


«& Fhese 8even nations I menticned in anotber discourse. 
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2. There is. a-regiment of graces Such as faith, and hope, 
patience, love, &c, Gallant faith will overcome the world, and 
quench. all, the. fiery darts of the devil : Chearful hope will be an. 
helmet of. defence, and an anchiar of. the ſoul, ſure and fedfalt. 
Hope of complete victory, and ot eternal glory. and happiaets, at. 
lait, wall cover your head in the day of batcle, and afford {uch. 
courage ang, boldneſs, as will greatly contribute. to.your good ſuc- 
cels. Through, patience: God's people inherit the promiſed land . 
and tove centtrauns, and makes, every labor a delight. And as our 
Bord has prayed that theſe graces, fail not, us faithful ſoldiers may 
be aflureg thar corraption {hall fail before them, and that ta ſhall. 
no! hive dominion over them, G 
5. Lhere is another {troag and invincible. regiment made up Os f 
the divine otices of Chriſt. He, as our Generaliſhmo, is clothed. M 
with all. favivg offices. He ſuſtzins the othice of. Qaviour, Friend 
and Redeemer ; of Prophet, Prieſt and King. And he 15 made. 3 
Qnto his people. « wiſdom and righteouſneſs, {avRtification and, 4 
d rede:nption. It then we-be conducted by ts wiſdom, taught by NT 
his word and ſpirit; if our fins are atoned.fer by his death ; and 
if 2S. 087 King and Commander he has undert:kxen to gobefore us, 
and promiſed to drive out our enemies —theii. there Can be. no dans 
ger of the victory. | 
Combined with their Lord and maſtor, we have all the faithful 
muntters of the Goſpel on our ſide. Theſe watch over. the fouls, 
of God's people; and give warning, comrort and inftruction, as the. 
cale may require. And, having learned to. wield the ſword of the: 
zpirit, they defend from the ſnares of corruption and error, point. 
vut the way to the kingdom, and encourage the chriitians to follow. 
(1:31, as they follow Chriſt. | 
it may alto be of no ſmall advantage to the faints, and faithfu} 
p2ople of God, that ſo many-thouſands as weak as.they, have al- 
ready lought and overcome, in tne ſame 2lorious war, This may. 
ei:COnrage them, to lay aſide. every weight, and the beſetting hind. 
and follow on after thoſe « who through 1aitit and Patience inheric. 
« the promiles,” | 
4. 1here is a regiment of angels on their fide. The.angels of ,. 
the Lord encamp round about them that iear him. © 'Phey are all 
* miniſtering ipirits, ſent forth to. miaiiter to them, wno are heirs 
« of falvation.* And what great exploits tnele carr do, we may ſee 
from the overthiow of the camp of the Ailyrians, pitched, againlt 
the Ira] of God. One ange!, in a fingle night, mote no.Jefs. than 
© one hundred, fourſcore and five thouſand.” 


5. There 1s a regiment of prayers and interceſhons, on their 


ſide Chriſt, before the throne ow high, incercedes for his people, 
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and employs the intereſt of his prayers in their behalf, And we 
know that the Father heareth him always. Beſides, the Lord's 
ears are open to the.prayers of his ſervants; 'he will Tegard the 
Celire of the poor deſtitute, and will not deſpiſe then petitions, IJ 
what-expioits, what wonders has 'this regiment 'performed in all 
ages. Queen Mary ſaid, the was more -afraid of the Prayers of 
'p1ous John Knox, than of an army of ten thouſand men. ; 

2 might multiply particulars; but enough has 'been Tajd to e-\ 
vince, thit'the people of God are well able fo overcome their ene. 
mies, and 4lV'that canriſe-up againſt them, whether from earth or 
hell. 

| Bit, perhaps, fom2 'poor diſpirifed Toh! may be ſz. yittg, Though 
"theſe regiments rey be ſufficient'to vanquiſh the nations ; yet, 
*'how ſhall we paſs the fevera) mountains of dithculty, which lie 
©'in our way '?” : 

For the encouravement 'of ſuch timorons ſou's, I ſhall inform 
you, that there is © great Tonpany of promiſes, which, if eyed by 
faith, will go before the army ot God, like pioniers, to ſmooth the 
Tugged paſs, or make every mountain become a plain. 

1. Are any of you ſaying, in your hearts,,O how ſhall the 
mountains of Pether be leve'led-—the burning mountain of the 
hery law. and the wrath of God ; The mountain of incenſid jul. 
tce—and the mountain'of fin and guilt? —O, who is ſufficient for 
theſe things ? Blefled be God—this is aiready done for all true 
believers. The Lord Jeſus came leaping upon theſe monntains, 
and ſkipping on theſe hills, When he rent the heavens and came 
down, all theſe lofty mountains funk and melted at his preſence. 
He removes'the diftance, and brings us near to God, by his naton 
'of the divine and human nature ; So that © we that were afar of, 
< are brought nigh.* He hath removed rhe curſe due to fin, by 
becoming a curie for us. He hath removed the mountain of law 
and juſtice, by his active and paſhve obedience. his blood and 
righteouſneſs. He bore the wrath of God' in his own body on 
the tree ; and by his free” grace and mercy. being juſtified, by the 
mergr of the worthy Lamb, and ſanctified by bis fpirit, we ſhall be 
counted worthy to dwell in the preſence of God for ever and 
ever. Ao Ws 

2. Are any ſaying, © But how (hal! the mountain of undbelief be 
levelled ? JI anſwer, by pleading with God, that, according to the 
promiſe, he will « work in you the work of faith with p2wer. 
And that your ſtruggling ſoul may not be caſt down, with appre 
henſions, that your Lord hath forſaken you, and you Gol forget- 
ten you ; look to that promiſe, where he hath ſaid, *T wil meve - 


$4.0 
«© Jeave thee, nor. torfake thee, Can a woman forget her ſucking 
» Child %—yet will I not forget thee.” 

3. When oppreſted with Jeadneſs and indiſpoſition ; Plead that 


promike, where it 18 EY After two days he will revite us, and. 


© in the third day he wikeafe us up, and we ſhall hve wm his fight.” 

4. You may get lafe ov&xthe mountain of Satan's temptations, 

by pleading the promiſe, © That the God cf Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan 
” under your ; feet lnortly,”' 

5, But how (hall I get over the flippery mountain of backfliding z 
where my feet have already flipt and fell ? In this caſe. plead thoſe 
gracious promites, where the Lord hath'fſaid, « 'Though thou haſt 
« played the Kathe, with many lovers, yet retura unto me' and, *L 
6 _ heal your backflidirig, I will love you freely, 

. But are ny ſaying, «I am got to the long and Neep moun- 

s be of Gut couragement, O how all I paſs over 1t ©? Lake up 

6 Tm language of the Pizimilt, © Why art thou ſo caft down, O 

my foul. and why art thou fo d: ſouieted within me ! Hope thou 

< in God,'to6r L ſhall yet praile bim, who is the health of my coun=« 

© renance and my God,” B2 not ditcouraged, though you ſeem. to 
make but little progreſs. nor celpile the Hay of ſmail things 

Laſtly. As to thy: gloomy. and ſolitary mount of defertion, 
ihould it be your Jot to travel there ; you muſt fix your eye on the 
45th Ch. . of Ifaiah, 8 & 10. <In 2 little wrath { hid my face 
© from thee for a moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs will L 
* have mercy upon thez, {zith the Lord For the mountains ſhall 
* depart, and the hills be moved ; but my Findneſs thall not depart 
s from thee, nor ihall the dane ot my peate be removed, ſaith 
«the Lord, that hath mercy on thee.” 

nd now, my dear brethren, fiiice we have ſuch a glorious 
Captrin, to lead us on, fo many regiments, ſtrong and mighty, to 
[axe Our part | and fo many great and precious promiſes, which, 
as pioniers, will go vefoie-to level the mountains, and ſmooth every 
Tagged pals ; W at have we to do, but io! take courage, ariſe at 
once; and 29 vp, and potiets riie promiſed land 2 This leads me 

7, RP Ys | zer ſo:ne motives. to encourape you to riſe; and £0 
up, and take .pufſeſſion of the heaven: y Canaan; 

1. The firſt motive ihall be drawn from the goodneſs of the 
land, O conſider what a blefled land it is. A land of perfect reſt 
and peace, There i} «il vou reſt from all your labours, and be at 
peace from all your ec:iies, Thoſe complaints and inquietudes, 
which wore orfiels are 1he lot every incividual fere, are unknown 
in thoſe calm and DM UH: « regi0ns 'of periect repoſe. Hers good 

<en Often complain of © lard heart and a blind mind: dead and 
,neiſpoled to cvery thing divine and Hol '# Bu: there they will be 
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all life and vigor, in ute ſacred eraployments of heaven; every ſa- 


culty freed from 1mperteCtion, and the- whole man-rendered ac- 
tive in the ſervice of God. Here the people of God are often 
complaining of deſertion, and the hidings of God's {ace 3 But 
there they ſhall be forever with the Lord, and hehold his face in 
Tghteouſneſs, without one interpoling cloud to intercept 5 bo te ams 
for ever and ever. Here we | often complain of pains; | Ih of: 
diſtreſs of body, and trouble of mind 3; But #h:re we ſhalt or ev er 
bloom, in perteCt health, and pains, and aches, and anxibties are 
known no more. Here the righteous are hardly beſet, perſecuted 
and diſturbed, by a nation of wicked men But 7here the wicked 
ceaſe from troubling and the weary are at rTeft, free from 'all,mo. 
leſtation and annoy. Herecumble Chriſtians, now and then, get 

a ſmall crumb, and a little ſtream of grace is Foured into the 
kekrt And 0, how ſweet, how divinely ſweet is. that littie 1 — 
But there they ſhall feaſt at the table of their Father, bathe in he 
fountain of living waters, drink of the rivers of pleaſure, and 
pluck the moſt delicious fruits from the ſpreading rrees of li'e 
Here they attempt to ſing the praiſes of their God." But, alas, 
how low and jarring are all the notes they fing. But here they 
ſhall ſing the ſong of Moſes and the lamb, and ftrain their gol- 
den harps till all the heavenly arches ring. Here temptation' and 
the remains of (in, often harraſs and grieve.—But there they ſhall 
be free from all temptation, and fin, their worſt enemy, ſhall ne. 
ver gain admittance throu;h the celeſtial gates. 

ourely, my dear wars ſuch excellent things are ſpoken of 
the city of our God, as muſt fire every heart with flaming defires 
to become denizens of Fhat bleſt abode, But the thouſandth part 
of the excellencies cannot be told, by morta} tongue. And are 
we called to the poſſeſſhon of tr happy count:y? And. has the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt laid down his life, and ſpilt his" blood | to pro- * 
cure it for us 1 O then, ſhall we rather doat on the onions and 
garlic of Ezypt ; and+take our portion in, the things of this lite, 
rather than i ourſelves under, the banner of Chriſt, and fight. 
our way to the poſſeſſion of this BI00mIDg Eden, this e Para ic of 
unwithering joys | 

2. Another motive to excite you to go up and poſſeſs this land. 
ſhall be drawn from the conſideration of that aſſurance given unto 
us, that ve are awell able to overcome it, - This has been, made appear 
by ſundry particulars : and nothing is wanting on” our part but - 
WILL, Couracs and REsoLUTION. Tf the caſe was: doubtlul, 
there might be ſome color of. excuſe to decline *the undertaking. 
Bur as the cafe ſtands, how can. we account for that backwardneſs 
to univerſally. prevalent among men, towards 6 engaging 1 in thi 's g19- 
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rious entorprize ! O firs, do not. for God's ſake, deſpiſe your own 
mercies.—\lIl the glories of heaven, all the pleaſures of paradiſe, 
all the bleſſings of eternal life are offered to us, and they lie with- 
in our reach, _ Let us all then ariſe at once, and go up and poſs 
ſeſs them, for we are well able. 

3, 'Fo excite you to this, I add a motige drawn from a conlide- 
ra the dreadful counterpart which mult be your portion, it 
you fill ſhort of the heavenly poſſeſſion. You mu# die in the wil: 
derneſi.; die in an impenitent and unconverted ſtate ; and deſcend 
to the blackneſs of darkneſs for eyer. Inſtead of the company of 
God, and Chriſt, and holy angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men 
made.perfect, you muſt be confined among devils and miſerable 
ghoſts below. Inſtead of being delighted with the harmony of ce- 
leſtial ſounds, hymns of praiſe. ſongs of triumph, and hallelu- 
jahs to God and the Lamb ; your ears muſt be continually ſtunned 
with the cries and yells of devils and accurſed ſpirits: and your 
tongues employed in lamentation, mourning and woe, LInitead of 
walking the.cryſtal pavements of the new Jeruſalem above : your 
ſcorching feet muſt tread the burning ſoil of hell. And inſtead of 
thoſe new, and ever-growing pleaſures, lowing, at God's right 
hand; you muſt feel all that pain, torment and anguifh, -compriſ., 
-ed in'that dreadfulſentence, «* Depart accurſed into everlaſting fire 
« prepared for the devil and his angels. ? 

I ſhall conclude all with an exhortation to two ſorts of perſons. 

1, My firlt addreſs is to thoſe, who through ſloth, cowaraice, 
'or fondneſs'for the riches and pleaſures of this world, have hitherto 
neplected'to enliſt under the banner cf Chriſt, and heartily engage 
18 the holy war 

I am awfully afraid, that this is the unhappy caſe of the vaſt 
majority in this aſſembly. O how 'many tame flaves to that cruel 
taſkmaſter, the devil | And of all ſlaves, poor ſouls, your condi- 
tion 15 the worlſt.- . You are ttrangers to all true peace, even in 
this life ; and, in the world to come, there remains nothing in 
proſpect, but a certain looking for of judgment, and fiery indig- 
nation to conſume the enemies of the Lord” * Thoſe. mine ene. 
* mies, that would not that I ſhould reign over them, bring them 


© hither, and lay them before me *—Oh, then, my dear people 


come out of the Egypt of your natural, unconverted ſtate :-come 
out of the how/e of bondage to fin and fatan ; and your bondage to 
the Jaw, as a covenant of works : and lift yourſelves under the 
banner of the Lord Chriſt, who will go betore,, and bring you, 
n ſafety, to that, good land, which he has prepared. 


But, perhaps, fome would aſk, «what do you mean, by liſting . 


under the banner of Chriſt ?' I anſwer,—1t is to quit all other 
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Lords, truſts and dependencies, and to'truſt your ſouls, and all 
your eternal concerns in his hands. Being, ſenſible of your own | 
weakneſs and inſufficiency for the holy war, you are to lay the 
whole ſtreſs of: the battle entirely. on him; and employ. hin to do. 
all your. works, in you, and for you. 

Come then, O- come, dear ſouls, and join yourſelves to: the 
Lord Jeſus, this day.—Come,—for he is willing to receive you.— 
Though you have rebelled againſt him all your days, and have borne" 
arms againſt him. yet, only drop the weapons of your unnatural. 
rebellion,. and come in at his call, faying,. « Lord, art thou-callnp: 

me. even me ;—who-haye been a ſlave to the devil all my days 3 
and an enemy, to thee, by wicked. works ! —And wilt thou. be my 
guardian and protector ?—Content, Lord Jeſus, O: come thou: 
and reign over me ;z—be.thou my glorious captain tv fight for 
me, and.deſtroy the nations of enemies, and enable me to. ſur- 
mount every ditticulty..—O- that this may be the cordial language: 
of every ſoul preſent. 


2,'My next addreſs is to thoſe; who have lifted under Chrift, 
and have begun their march for the good land: £1 

Be courageous, O- chriſtians, and fight, for the battle is the _ 
Lord's, — Jeſus itands at your right hand, fo that you ſhall not 
greatly fall, Your captain is at your head, only fight on, and the 
victory 15 ſure. * Fight the good fight of faith, and ye {hall ſoon. 
Clay hold on eternal, hfe.'-- Though you may be foiled in ſome 
ſkirmiſhes, yet be not, diſpirited —riſe and fight again, with re- 
newed vigor ;—never lay down your arms, give not over praying, 
believing, truſting, hoping, waiting watching and warring, and 
you ſhall infallibly gain the day.—Fight much on your knees, cry- 
ing to the Lord for daily ftrength, and a conſtant ſupply of ail 
needtul grace. 

But one-may be ſaying ;—* How thall I know, 1f I be-a foldier 
of Chritt ? -L anſwer. By examining what manner of ſpirit. yow 
are of.—If you are a ſoldier of Chrift, you have got the ſpiriz of 
Chriſt. + For if any man have not the ſpirit of  Chrift, he 1s. none 
« of his.'— This ſpirit ſtands continually oppoſed. to hn and Satan, 
and is ever engaged for their total deftruQtion. The foldier of 
Chriſt hates fin whereſoever it is diſcovered, and ſeeks to extirmate- 
the very remains thereof, out of his heart.—He is willing to cut 
off the right hand, pluck. out the right eye,—part with every fin, 
every luſt, however dear z and to trample every thing under foot, 
that comes 1a competition with Chriſt, and the heavenly inhert= 
tance. | 

But if you are now the ſoldiers of Chriſt you will be able, ia 
ſome meaſure, to recolle&t ſome particulars, which induced you 
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You ſaw yourſelyes ſlaves to ſatan; and 
bound with the tetreys and chains of fin, by which the old ſerpent 


was draziug you down to the infernal' priſon. This made you 
cry tor Rf! 5, Ut, having got a view of Chriſt, as an all-ſufhcient 
S..viour you treely chole him for your deliverer, .and fled to his 
COio0rs, knowing tizat he, and he only, could ſave you from your 
etfzemies. and eaavle you to conquer them, —Have you any know- 
Jed.e of theſe things ?-—And have you got ſuch a ſpirit for war, 
"that ou have taken the feld of battle, with a determined reſolu-. 
tion, to conquer or .lie,—and never give' any quarter to any ene. 
my of your ſ>ul: 2 <[f to you, are ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt,— 
B- therefore ol good courage, anl play the man, purſue the battle, 
atid never; lefft, till you come to the fu'l and quiet poſleſhon of 
the'good land, the heavenly Canaan aboye,-—Vſhich may God 
grant, ior Jelus' iaze, Amen 
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